
 

Finance Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, September 12, 2018 

 
Present:  Councilors Gentile (Chair), Norton, Cote, Rice, Grossman, and Lappin 
Absent:  Councilors Ciccone and Noel 
 
City staff present:  Maureen Lemieux (Chief Financial Officer), Barney Heath (Director of Planning & 
Development), Josh Morse (Commissioner of Public Buildings), Alan Mandl (Assistant City Solicitor), 
Waneta Trabert (Director of Sustainable Materials), Lou Taverna (City Engineer), and Sue Dzikowski 
(Comptroller) 
 
#451-18 Transfer of $33,750 from Youth Services Grants to Youth Services Stipends 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of thirty-three 

thousand seven hundred fifty dollars ($33,750) from the Youth Services Grants Account 
to Youth Services Stipends Account for the purpose of reflecting the stipends in the 
City’s payroll system.   

Action: Finance Approved 5-0 (Norton not voting) 
 
Note:  Chief Financial Officer Maureen Lemieux presented the request to transfer $33,750 held 
in the Youth Services Grants Account to an account for youth services stipends.  The Summer High 
School Internship Program provides high school students with work experience through the summer at 
a variety of local business settings along with weekly workshops teaching a number of professional 
skills.  This is the sixth year of the program and there were 70 participants this year.  In the past, the 
City passed the grant funding to Newton Pride who issued vendor checks to students to pay the 
stipend.  The Administration feels it is more appropriate for the City to pay the stipends through the 
payroll system.  Council Rice moved approval of the item, which carried by a unanimous vote.   
 
#460-18 Acceptance of a grant from the Executive Office for Energy and Environmental Affairs 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the State 

Executive Office for Energy and Environmental Affairs grant in the amount of forty-eight 
thousand dollars ($48,000) for the purpose of climate resiliency and action planning 
services to be provided by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council. 

Action: Finance Approved 6-0 Subject to Second Call 
 
Note: Director Planning & Development Barney Heath presented the request for authorization 
to accept and expend a grant of $48,000.  The City was awarded the grant funds by the Executive 
Office for Energy and Environmental Affairs to complete the Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment 
(CCVA), the Hazard Mitigation Plan, and the Climate Action Plan.  The City submitted its draft Climate 
Change Vulnerability Assessment to the State in April.  The State rejected the draft because they 
wished for Newton to undertake community engagement before finalizing the plan.  The grant funding 
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will be used to finalize the three components of the plan and engage the community through 
workshops, press releases, and other community outreach.   
 
 The City will work with the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC).  The MAPC was the 
city’s consultant on the draft CCVA and is a certified Municipal Vulnerabilities Preparedness Program 
provider.  It makes sense to continue working with the MAPC to complete the CCVA, as the MAPC is 
familiar with the draft, offers prices that are within the City’s budget, and has worked with 80 other 
communities on developing Hazard Mitigation Plans.   
 
 The Administration docketed an item with the City Council to adopt the CCVA.  The MAPC will 
provide the Council with a presentation in the near future.   
 
 There was a question related to whether or not it is a good policy for the City to list citizen 
volunteers as secondary points of contact in contract documents.  It is not a question of the credentials 
of the citizen volunteers but concern related to possible liability issues.  It should be noted that the 
citizen volunteers have made the development of the CCVA possible.  Chief Financial Officer Maureen 
Lemieux stated that she would check with the Law Department regarding the concerns.   
 
 Councilor Cote moved approval of the item subject to second call due to the open question 
related to naming citizens as secondary points of contact in a contract.  The Committee voted six in 
favor and none opposed to support the motion.  N.B:  The scope of work exhibit in the contract is 
being amended to remove the non-city personnel as secondary contacts.  The redlined version of 
amended language that was provided to the MAPC for signature is attached. 
 
#453-18 Acceptance of a grant from the Department of Energy Resources 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the Green 

Communities Competitive Grant in the amount of two hundred forty-eight thousand 
seven hundred thirty-four dollars ($248,734) awarded by the Department of Energy 
Resources Green Communities Division for a number of energy related projects.   

Action: Finance Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  Commissioner of Public Building Josh Morse presented the request to accept a grant of 
$248,734 from the Department of Energy Resources Green Communities Division.  Commissioner 
Morse recognized Project Manager Bill Ferguson as leading the effort to maximize grant funding for 
improvements in energy efficiency through a variety of projects.  The grant will fund a number of 
projects and purchases including LED lighting, window weatherization, electric vehicle charging 
stations and the purchase of hybrid vehicles.  The lighting and weatherization projects should yield 
between $50,000 and $60,000 in savings.  The City included the purchase of the hybrid vehicles in the 
budget; therefore, the City will have additional funds in the budget for vehicle replacements.  A more 
detailed list with cost breakdowns was attached to the agenda for the meeting.  The work will begin as 
soon as the Council approved the acceptance.  All of these projects must be completed before applying 
for the next round of Green Community grant funding, which is expected to take place in April 2019.  
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The Committee had no questions regarding the docket item and Councilor Norton moved approval, 
which carried unanimously.   
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#473-18 Appropriation and grant acceptance for energy efficiency projects 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate sixty-one thousand 

four hundred twenty-three dollars ($61,423) from the Energy Stabilization Fund and 
authorize the acceptance and expenditure of one hundred thirty-eight thousand five 
hundred twenty-one dollars ($138,521) in matching rebate funds from Eversource for 
the purpose of upgrading LED lighting and controls at Newton South High School and 
Bowen Elementary School.   

 Public Facilities Approved as Amended 5-0 @ $50,463 and $149,481 on 09/06/18 
Action: Finance Approved as Amended 6-0 $50,463 appropriation/$149,481 acceptance 
 
Note:  Commissioner of Public Buildings Josh Morse presented the request to appropriate 
funding from the Energy Stabilization Fund and to authorize the expenditure of matching rebate funds 
from Eversource.  The Mayor submitted the attached letter to the Committee requesting that the item 
be amended to reflect an increase in the Eversource rebate funds from $138,521 to $149,481, and a 
reduction in the requested appropriation to $50,463.  Commissioner Morse explained that the City is 
essentially paying $50,463 for a $200,000 project with less than a two-year payback in generated 
savings.  The funding will be used to upgrade LED lighting and controls at Newton South High School 
and Bowne Elementary School.  The lighting updates must be completed by October 31, 2018.  The 
Committee had no questions and Councilor Lappin moved approval of the item, which carried 
unanimously.   
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#60-18 Review of filing fee for grant of location petitions 
 COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT AND LAPPIN requesting a review of proposed 

amendment to City Code Sec. 17-3(19), governing filing fee(s) for grant of location 
petitions for placement of wireless communications facilities and poles constructed 
primarily for wireless communications purposes. 

 Public Facilities Approved 6-0 on 02/21/18 
Action: Approved as Amended 6-0 @ $750 per location 
 
Note:  Assistant City Solicitor Alan Mandl joined the Committee for discussion of this request to 
amend the Ordinances by increasing the application fee for grants of locations for wireless equipment.  
Attorney Mandl, the Public Facilities Committee and the Wireless Working Group worked on 
developing a recommended fee.  The researched what other communities are charging, which ranges 
from between $300 and $1,000 per site. Attorney Mandl provided a letter for the meeting agenda with 
a comparative analysis and justification of the proposed $500 fee based on the cost of labor to process 
and review wireless grant of location applications.   
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 The Committee discussed whether the proposed $500 fee was enough.  Committee members 
felt that the City could justify a larger fee.  There was suggestion that the fee should be set at $750 per 
location.  Attorney Mandle stated that one of the reasons the $500 fee was recommended was that it 
is in line with what the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is discussing as an appropriate fee 
for municipalities to charge for one to five wireless grant of location applications.  At some point the 
FCC, will make an official recommendation on fees.  Attorney Mandl added that the proposed fee does 
not include the cost of benefits, which would increase the labor costs for each department involved in 
the processing and review of wireless applications.  Committee members felt it was appropriate and 
defensible to include the benefit costs when calculating the labor costs.   
 

Councilor Lappin moved approval of the item as amended to increase the recommended fee to 
$750.  The Committee supported the motion by a vote of six in favor and none opposed.  The Chair 
agreed to provide a memo to the Council explaining how the Committee arrived at the increase fee of 
$750. 
 
#452-18 Acceptance of a grant from the Department of Environmental Protection 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the MassDEP 

Recycling IQ Grant in the amount of forty thousand dollars ($40,000) awarded by the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection to be used to address recycling 
contamination.   

Action: Approved 5-1 (Gentile opposed) 
 
Note:  Director of Sustainability Waneta Trabert joined the Committee to discuss the 
acceptance and expenditure of a $40,000 from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP) Grant to be used to address recycling contamination.  The grant will provide 
funding and assistance for an educational campaign to residents on how to avoid contaminating 
recycling for curbside collection.  The City will utilize mailings, social media, banners and site visits to 
residences to do curbside audits of each recycling bin located on three routes determined to have the 
highest levels of contamination.  The audits will take place over an eight-week timeframe. 
 
 The MassDEP is providing the City with up to 40 hours of technical assistance and up to $40,000 
in outreach materials.  The City must prescribe to all elements of the MassDEP’s Recycling IQ Kit to 
qualify for the funding.  The elements include working with a Municipal Assistance Coordinator from 
MassDEP to develop a work plan, budget, curbside audits and timeline.  The attached grant agreement 
provides further details of the elements.  
 
 Ms. Trabert explained that Waste Management is currently charging the City a fee for excess 
contamination, at a rate $7,000 a month.  If the City can reduce curbside contamination, Waste 
Management will not charge the fee.  The Recycling IQ Kit has been successful in reducing recycling 
contamination in other communities.   
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 The Chair voiced concern that the curbside audits may antagonize residents that are audited.  
People may not want the City looking in their recycling bins.  It was explained that once the recycling 
bins are curbside, they are public and can be opened by anyone.  Ms. Trabert explained that the audit 
is a key component in the success of reducing contamination.  If contaminants are found during the 
initial  audit the will City leave a postcard letting the resident know that there is a contamination issue 
with their recycling.  If there are contaminants found during subsequent audits at the same address, 
the recycling will not be picked up.  Ms. Trabert added that it is a visual inspection and that nobody will 
be poking around in the recycling bin.  One of the biggest contaminants in Newton’s curbside recycling 
is plastic bags.  Plastic bags are easy to see with a visual inspection and most people do not realize that 
they should not be putting them in the recycling bin.  The educational campaign and audits should go a 
long way in reducing the number of plastic bags in Newton’s recycling stream.  The City must perform 
the audits to receive the funding.   
 
 Committee members requested that Ms. Trabert provide a list of the streets that will be part of 
the curbside audit.  The recycling market is currently unstable resulting in increased costs for 
collection.  It is important that the City educate residents to reduce contamination in order reduce 
costs for recycling collection.  With that, Councilor Norton moved approval, which carried by a vote of 
five in favor and one opposed.   
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#456-18 Authorization for the MWRA grant/loan program 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a grant of 

three million four hundred thirty-five thousand dollars ($3,435,000) from the 
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) and authorization to borrow one 
million one hundred forty-five thousand dollars (1,145,,000) as part of the MWRA 
interest free loan/grant program for the purpose of funding sewer improvements. 

 Public Facilities Approved 5-0 on 09/06/18 
Action: Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  City Engineer Lou Taverna presented the request for authorization to expend a grant of 
$3,435,000 and authorization to borrow $1,145,000 at 0% interest from the Massachusetts Water 
Resources Authority (MWRA).  The loan is payable in 1/10 installments over ten years.  This is Phase 11 
of the MWRA’s grant/loan program, which the MWRA offers to communities to reduce infiltration and 
inflow within their sewer infrastructure.   
 

The City will use the grant/loan money to fund construction of the Sewer Infrastructure 
Improvement Plan Project Area 7 construction.  The design of Project Area 7 should be complete by 
the end of the year and construction can begin next year.   

 
The City’s Sewer Infrastructure Improvement Plan is working to reduce inflow and infiltration.  

Mr. Taverna will provide data on the progress that the City has made.  Chief Financial Officer Maureen 
Lemieux pointed out that the MWRA has already provided the City with its estimated assessment for 
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Fiscal Year 2020, which is down $500,000.  The decrease is a very good indicator that the City is 
eliminating inflow and infiltration.  With that, Councilor Cote moved approval, which was approved 
unanimously.   

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#457-18 Appropriate $232,000 for a new street sweeper 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate two hundred thirty-

two thousand dollars ($232,000) from bonded indebtedness to fund the purchase of a 
new 2018 Elgin Pelican Street Sweeper.   

 Public Facilities Approved 5-0 on 09/06/18 
Action: Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  City Engineer Lou Taverna stated that the request for $232,000 from bonded 
indebtedness for the purchase of a street sweeper.  A quote for the new sweeper with a GPS system 
was included as an attachment to the agenda for this meeting.  The new sweeper is included in the 
Fiscal Year 2019 Capital improvement Plan under the Municipal Vehicles and Equipment Program.  The 
requested street sweeper will replace a 2002 sweeper that requires extensive repairs and beyond its 
useful life.  The standard replacement schedule for sweepers is every eight to ten years, because of the 
daily use and the dirty environment they work in.  The City has also expanded its street sweeping 
program in an effort to decrease the amount of contaminants including phosphorus from entering the 
storm water system.  The Environmental Protection Agency has implemented stricter storm water 
regulations.  Councilor Grossman moved approval of the item, which carried by a vote of six in favor 
and none opposed. 
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#458-18 Appropriate $149,000 for a new backhoe 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate one hundred forty-

nine thousand dollars ($149,000) from bonded indebtedness to fund the purchase of a 
new 590S Backhoe for the Public Works Department.   

 Public Facilities Approved 5-0 on 09/06/18 
Action: Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  City Engineer Lou Taverna presented the request to bond $149,000 to purchase a new 
backhoe for the Department of Public Works.  The backhoe will replace a 1995 backhoe that is well 
past its useful life and no longer in service.  The new backhoe is part of the 2019 Capital Improvement 
Plan.  Backhoes have a recommended replacement life of 10 years.  The City’s backhoes are in use year 
round for roadway construction and snow/ice removal operations.  A quote for the backhoe was 
attached to the agenda.  The Committee understood the need for the new equipment and Councilor 
Cote moved approval, which carried unanimously. 
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Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#459-18 Appropriate $2,200,000 for I/I Improvements in Project Area 6 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate two million two 
hundred thousand dollars ($2,200,000) from bonded indebtedness to fund the 
construction of the Sewer System Inflow and Infiltration Capital Improvement Program 
Project Area 6 located in the areas of Newton Centre, Newtonville, Nonantum, and 
Chestnut Hill.   

 Public Facilities Approved 5-0 on 09/06/18 
Action: Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  City Engineer Lou Taverna reviewed the request for authorization to bond $2.2 million 
for construction of Sewer System Inflow and Infiltration Program Project Area 6 located in areas of 
Newton Centre, Newtonville, Nonantum, and Chestnut Hill.  The project is ready to be sent out to bid.  
The total cost estimate for the project is $4.3 million.  The remaining $2.1 million of the funding for the 
project is available in the Department of Public Works’ budget.  The Committee is familiar with the 
ongoing Sewer System Inflow and Infiltration Capital Improvement Program Project and understood 
the need for the funding.  Councilor Rice moved approval, which carried by a vote of six in favor and 
none opposed.   
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#474-18 Appropriation and authorization to purchase a DPW front end loader 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate two hundred and fifty 

thousand six hundred and forty dollars ($250,640) and authorize a general obligation 
borrowing of an equal amount for the purpose of funding the purchase of a new front- 
end loader for the Public Works Department – Highway Division.  

 Public Facilities Approved 5-0 on 09/06/18 
Action: Approved as Amended 6-0 @258,140 
 
Note: City Engineer Lou Taverna informed the Committee that this is a request to bond 
$250,640 to purchase a new front-end loader for the Department of Public Works.  It is included in the 
Fiscal Year 2019 Capital improvement Plan under the Municipal Vehicles and Equipment Program.  The 
new loader will replace a 1998 front-end loader that has reached the end of its useful life.  Front-end 
loaders generally have a useful life of approximately ten years.  This piece of equipment is used in daily 
operations of the department for loading trucks, lifting heavy material, and plowing streets.  The quote 
for the front-end loader was attached to the agenda.   
 
 The Chair requested that the administration consider selling the 1998 front-end loader 
instead of trading it in to the supplier of the new loader for a trade allowance of $7,500.  The quote of 
$250,640 for the new front-end loader includes the discount for the trade.  Several local general 
contractors have commented that the City could sell the old front-end loader for significantly more 
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than the trade allowance offer.  Chief Financial Officer Maureen Lemieux agreed to look at determining 
whether it makes more financial sense for the city to sell the equipment.   
 
 The Committee did not want to hold up the purchase of the equipment; therefore, the 
Committee unanimously supported amending the item to authorize bonding $258,140, which is the 
cost of the front-end loader without the trade allowance.  Councilor Grossman moved approval of the 
item as amended, which carried by a vote of six in favor and none opposed.   
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#475-18 Appropriation and expenditure for Hammond Brook Culvert Replacement Project 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend two 

hundred and three thousand nine hundred and seventy five dollars ($203,975) from the 
Municipal Federal Grant Fund 18, authorize the appropriation of three hundred 
thousand dollars ($300,000) and authorize a general obligation borrowing of an equal 
amount for the purpose of funding the Hammond Brook Culvert Replacement Project.  

 Public Facilities Approved 5-0 on 09/06/18 
Action: Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  City Engineer Lou Taverna reviewed the request to appropriate $203,975 from the 
Municipal Federal Grant Fund 18 Account and authorize bonding $300,000 to replace the Hammond 
Brook Culvert.  A section of the culvert collapsed during a storm in 2010 causing a MBTA Green Line 
Train to derail by Glen Avenue.  The project includes excavation, the replacement of the existing 24” 
pipe with a new 24” pipe, removal of trees and fencing, and surface restoration when the project is 
complete.  The culvert is located in a conservation area and is therefore subject to the Conservation 
Commission’s requirements and order of conditions.  The Committee had no questions and Councilor 
Norton moved approval, which was supported unanimously.   
 
 The Committee adjourned at 9:02 PM and all other items before the Committee were held 
without discussion.  Draft Council Orders for the above items that are recommended for City Council 
action are attached. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leonard J. Gentile, Chair 
 



#451-18 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

2018 

ORDERED: 

That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard J. Gentile, a transfer of funds in the amount of thirty-three thousand seven hundred fifty 

dollars ($33,750) to pay for the summer high school interns stipends through the payroll system, 

be and is hereby approved as follows: 

From: Youth Services Grants 
(0150122-5797) ..................................................... $33,750 

To: Youth Services Stipends 
(0150122-514309) .................................................. $33,750 

Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 

(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk    Mayor 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
 

City of Newton and Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
 

Regarding the 2018 Contract for the Development of a Climate Action Plan 
 
 
 1. Parties. This Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as “MOU”) is made and 
entered into by and between the City of Newton, whose address is 1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton, 
MA, and the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (hereinafter referred to as “MAPC”) of 60 Temple 
Place, Boston, MA 02111. 
 
 2. Purpose. The purpose of this MOU is to revise the existing Scope of Work between the 
Planning and Development Dept. and MAPC for the Climate Action Plan (Exhibit C). In “The Contract 
for Professional Services By and Between Metropolitan Area Planning Council and The City of Newton” 
(#L-6448) Exhibit C, dated 7/13/18, “MAPC Scope of Work, City of Newton, Climate Action Plan 
(CAP)- Climate Mitigation” is hereby revised. 
 
 3. Revisions Approved under this MOU.  
I. The “General Expectations” section of Exhibit C, is hereby revised as indicated with strike-through 

text below. 
 

1) The City of Newton will contribute $24,000 directly to fund MAPC’s work, to be invoiced by 
MAPC in three parts: $12,000 at the start of the project; $6,000 in October 2018; $6,000 at the 
project’s end. 

 
2) The City of Newton will contribute $6,000 to fund one or more college- or graduate-level interns 

in order to support this scope of work under the City’s and MAPC’s guidance.  
 
3) The City of Newton will contribute $6,000 of its MVP grant award to fund MAPC’s work and 

participation associated with engaging the public around climate mitigation at three 
CCVA/Resiliency workshops, to be invoiced at the project’s end. 

 
4) The City of Newton has identified Jennifer Steel as the primary point of contact (POC) within the 

municipal government to serve as the liaison with MAPC. As secondary points of contact to 
Steel, the City has identified Jonathan Kantor and Halina Brown as the lead points of contact for 
the V-CAP (V-POCs), and Eric Olson as the lead point of contact for intern-related tasks (I-
POC). 
 

a. The municipal POC will coordinate with other municipal staff, committee members, or 
other stakeholders for needed information and approvals. 

b. The municipal POC will respond to MAPC communication (emails or voicemails) in a 
timely manner. The V-POCs and I-POC also will respond to MAPC communication 
(emails or voicemails) in as timely a manner as possible. 

c. The municipal POC will oversee the collaboration among MAPC, the City, the volunteer 
Climate Action Group, members of the public, and other relevant stakeholders. 

 
II. The “Project Deliverables” and “Scope of Work” sections of Exhibit C, are hereby revised with the 

attached timeline “Newton Climate Action Plan: Project Timeline & Deliverables,” dated 9/11/18.  

#460-18
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 4. Term of MOU. This MOU is effective upon the day and date last signed and executed by the 
duly authorized representatives of the parties to this MOU and shall remain in full force and effect until 
all work described in the referenced MAPC contract is fulfilled. 
 
 5. General Provisions 
 
  A.  Amendments. Either party may request changes to this MOU.  Any changes, 
modifications, revisions or amendments to this MOU which are mutually agreed upon by and between the 
parties to this MOU shall be incorporated by written instrument, and effective when executed and signed 
by all parties to this MOU. 
 
  B. Applicable Law. The construction, interpretation and enforcement of this MOU shall 
be governed by the laws of the State of Massachusetts.  The courts of the State of Massachusetts shall 
have jurisdiction over any action arising out of this MOU and over the parties, and the venue shall be 
Middlesex County, Massachusetts. 
 
  C. Entirety of Agreement. This MOU with attachment, consisting of 4 pages, represents 
the entire and integrated agreement between the parties and supersedes all prior negotiations, 
representations and agreements, whether written or oral. 
 
  D. Severability. Should any portion of this MOU be judicially determined to be illegal or 
unenforceable, the remainder of the MOU shall continue in full force and effect, and either party may 
renegotiate the terms affected by the severance. 
 
  E. Third Party Beneficiary Rights. The parties do not intend to create in any other 
individual or entity the status of a third party beneficiary, and this MOU shall not be construed so as to 
create such status. The rights, duties and obligations contained in this MOU shall operate only between 
the parties to this MOU, and shall inure solely to the benefit of the parties to this MOU. The provisions of 
this MOU are intended only to assist the parties in determining and performing their obligations under 
this MOU. The parties to this MOU intend and expressly agree that only parties signatory to this MOU 
shall have any legal or equitable right to seek to enforce this MOU, to seek any remedy arising out of a 
party’s performance or failure to perform any term or condition of this MOU, or to bring an action for the 
breach of this MOU. 
 
 6. Signatures. In witness whereof, the parties to this MOU through their duly authorized 
representatives have executed this MOU on the days and dates set out below, and certify that they have 
read, understood, and agreed to the terms and conditions of this MOU as set forth herein. 
 
 The effective date of this MOU is the date of the signature last affixed to this page. 
 
 
 
City of Newton  MAPC 
 
 
__________________________________ ________________________________ 
[signature] [signature] 
 
 
                                                                      ________________________________ 
[Name and Title]   Date [Name and Title]   Date 

#460-18
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CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

2018 
 

 
 
ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard J. Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend a grant from the State Executive Office 

for Energy and Environmental Affairs in the amount of forty-eight thousand dollars ($48,000) to be 

used for the purpose of funding climate resiliency and action planning services provided by the 

Metropolitan Area Planning Council be and is hereby approved. 

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON     (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
 City Clerk                             Mayor  
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CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

2018 
 

 
 
ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard J. Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend the Green Communities Competitive 

Grant in the amount of two hundred forty-eight thousand seven hundred thirty-four dollars 

($248,734) awarded by the Department of Energy Resources Green Communities Division for 

energy related projects be and is hereby approved. 

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON     (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
 City Clerk                             Mayor  
 
 
 



RUTHANNE FULLER 

MAYOR 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1113 

TDD 
(617) 796-1089 

E-mail 
rfuller@newtonma.gov 

I write to request that your Honorable Council amend Docket Item #4 73-18 by reducing 
the amount of money required from the Energy Stabilization Fund from $61,423 to 
$50,463. 

The City is the beneficiary of an increase of $10,960 in the Eversource grant, therefore 
our match can be reduced. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

#473-18
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CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

2018 
 
ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Public Facilities Committee and 

Finance Committee through their respective Chairs Deborah J. Crossley and Leonard J. Gentile, the 

authorization to accept and expend matching rebate funds from Eversource in the amount of one 

hundred forty-nine thousand four hundred eighty-one dollars ($149,481) for the purpose of 

upgrading LED lighting and controls at Newton South High School and Bowen Elementary School 

be and is hereby approved. 

And 

 The sum of fifty thousand four hundred sixty-three dollars ($50,463) to be appropriated 

from the Energy Stabilization Fund be and is hereby appropriated, granted, and expenditure 

authorized for the purpose of upgrading LED lighting and controls at Newton South High School 

and Bowen Elementary School be and is hereby approved. 

 
 FROM: Energy Conservation Fund Balance 
   (39-3339G) ............................................................... $50,463 
 
 TO: NSHS/Bowen LED Upgrades 
  (98001080-5790)...................................................... $50,463 
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON     (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
 City Clerk                             Mayor  
 

DATE:______________ 



City Council  
2018-2019 City of Newton 

Memorandum 
 To: City Council 

  From: Councilor Gentile, Chair of the Finance Committee 

 Re: Docket Item #60-18 

 Date: September 14, 2018 

 
Colleagues, 

At our meeting on Wednesday, the Finance Committee voted 6-0 to increase the application fee for 
wireless applications from the Public Facilities Committee’s recommendation of $500 to $750.  The 
committee felt that $750 more accurately reflects the actual cost to the City to process these 
applications.  The attached letter from Assistant City Solicitor Alan Mandl provides the cost analysis 
for processing and review of wireless communication applications.  The calculations of the labor 
rates in Attorney Mandl’s letters do not include the cost of fringe benefits.  Knowing that the fees 
the City charges must be defensible, it is important to note that if you increase the labor rates in the 
Law Department’s letter by 30% to account for benefits, which is commonly done when calculating 
labor costs, the actual cost to the city is $852.15.   
 
As always, feel free to contact the Chair or any Committee member if you have any questions. 

#60-18



#60-18 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

2018 
 

ORDINANCE NO. B 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
 OF THE CITY OF NEWTON AS FOLLOWS: 
 

That the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2017, as amended, be and are 
hereby further amended relative to Chapter 17 as follows: 
 

In Sec. 17-3. Fees for certain licenses and permits.  
 
Delete in its entirety the following: 
 
(19) Public utility petitions .......... $35.00 

 
 and Insert in its place the following: 
 
 (19) Public utility petitions 
 
 a) Petitions for facilities other than wireless communications 

facilities $35.00 per location 
 
 b) Petitions for wireless communications facilities attached to 

utility or city-owned poles or new poles constructed primarily 
for wireless communications purposes $750.00 per location 

 
Approved as to legal form and character: 
 
 
 
OUIDA C. M. YOUNG  
Acting City Solicitor 

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Adopted 
 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 



#452-18



#452-18



#452-18



#452-18



#452-18



#452-18



#452-18



#452-18



#452-18



#452-18



#452-18 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

2018 
 

 
 
ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard J. Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend the MassDEP Recycling IQ Grant 

awarded by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection in the amount of forty 

thousand dollars ($40,000) to be used for the purpose of addressing recycling contamination be 

and is hereby approved. 

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON     (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
 City Clerk                             Mayor  
 
 
 



#456-18 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

2018 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Public Facilities Committee through 

its Chair Deborah J. Crossley and the Finance Committee through its Chair Leonard J. Gentile, the 

Commissioner of Public Works be and is hereby authorized to incur expenditures in an amount 

not to exceed four million five hundred eighty thousand dollars ($4,580,000) received from the 

Massachusetts Water Resources Authority.  The sum of up to one million one hundred 

thousand forty-five dollars ($1,145,000) has been made available to the City as an interest-free 

loan. The remaining funds, three million four hundred thirty-five thousand dollars ($3,435,000), 

have been received as an outright grant to the City the purpose of funding sewer improvements 

as outlined in the Water/Sewer Strategic Plan. 

 

Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 



#457-18 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

2018 

 

ORDERED: 

That for the purpose of paying costs of purchasing a new Elgin Pelican street sweeper 

for the Public Works Department and any and all other costs associated therewith, there be and 

hereby is appropriated and authorized to be borrowed under and pursuant to Chapter 44, 

Section 7(1) of the Massachusetts General Laws, as amended and supplemented or pursuant to 

any other enabling authority, the sum of two hundred thirty-two thousand dollars ($232,000).  

The term of this bond authorization shall not exceed ten (10) years. 

Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Adopted 
 
 
 
 
 

(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON     (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
 City Clerk  Mayor  
 

DATE:______________ 

 



#459-18 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

2018 

 

ORDERED: 

That for the purpose of paying costs of construction of the Sewer System Inflow and 

Infiltration Capital Improvement Program Project – Project Area Number 6 located in the areas 

of Newton Centre, Newtonville, Nonantum, and Chestnut Hill and any and all other costs 

associated therewith, there be and hereby is appropriated and authorized to be borrowed 

under and pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 7(1) of the Massachusetts General Laws, as 

amended and supplemented or pursuant to any other enabling authority, the sum of two 

million two hundred thousand dollars ($2,200,000). 

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Adopted 
 
 
 
 
 

(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON     (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
 City Clerk  Mayor  
 

DATE:______________ 

 



#474-18 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

2018 

 

ORDERED: 

That for the purpose of paying costs of purchasing a new front end loader for the Public 

Works Department and any and all other costs associated therewith, there be and hereby is 

appropriated and authorized to be borrowed under and pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 7(1) of 

the Massachusetts General Laws, as amended and supplemented or pursuant to any other 

enabling authority, the sum of two hundred fifty thousand six hundred forty dollars ($258,140). 

Bond not to exceed ten (10) years.   

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Adopted 
 
 
 
 
 

(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON     (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
 City Clerk  Mayor  
 

DATE:______________ 

 



#475-18 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

2018 
 
ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Public Facilities Committee and 

Finance Committee through their respective Chairs Deborah J. Crossley and Leonard J. Gentile, the 

authorization to accept and expend a grant from Municipal Federal Grant Fund 18 in the amount 

of two hundred three thousand nine hundred seventy-five dollars ($203,975) to be used for the 

purpose of funding the Hammond Brook Culvert Replacement Project be and is hereby approved 

And 

 That for the purpose of paying costs for Hammond Brook Culvert Replacement Project 

and any and all other costs associated therewith, there be and hereby is appropriated and 

authorized to be borrowed under and pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 7(1) of the 

Massachusetts General Laws, as amended and supplemented or pursuant to any other enabling 

authority, the sum of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000). 

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON     (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
 City Clerk                             Mayor  
 

DATE:______________ 
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