
 
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation, please contact Jini 
Fairley, at least two days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov, or 617-796-1253.  For 
Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 

Finance Committee Agenda 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Monday, February 22, 2016 

Following the Committee of the Whole 
Room 211 
 
Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
#58-16 Appointment to the Investment Advisory Committee by City Council President 
 JAMES P. MNOOKIN, 40 Woodchester Drive, Chestnut Hill appointed as a member of 

the Investment Advisory Committee for a term of office to expire on April 1, 2018.  
[02/10/16 @ 10:34 AM] 

 
#59-16 Appointment to the Investment Advisory Committee by City Council President 
 WENHUA ZHANG, 78 Waban Avenue, Waban appointed as a member of the 

Investment Advisory Committee for a term of office to expire on April 1, 2019.  
[02/10/16 @ 10:34 AM] 

 
#61-16 Transfer of $20,000 within the Law Department’s budget 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of twenty 

thousand dollars ($20,000) from the Law Department’s Full-time Salary Account to 
the Law Department’s Legal Assistance Account in order to pay for outside legal 
counsel related to cable license renewals.  [02/09/16 @ 2:47 PM] 

 
Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 

#65-16 Transfer of $106,676.39 to the Fire Department to install amplifying cable. 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one 

hundred six thousand six hundred seventy-six dollars and thirty-nine cents 
($106,676.39) from Free Cash to a Fire Department Capital Account to fund the 
installation of bi-directional amplifying cable for Police and Fire Department radio 
coverage inside Newton South High School.  [02/09/16 @ 2:47 PM] 

  Public Safety & Transportation approved 6-0 on 02/17/16 
 
#63-16  Acceptance of a gift of $70,000 from the Horace Mann PTO 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a gift of 

seventy thousand dollars ($70,000) from the Horace Mann PTO for the sole purpose 
of purchasing playground apparatus and/or playground surfacing at the Horace 
Mann/Halloran Sports Complex site.  [02/09/16 @ 2:47 PM] 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
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#62-16 Acceptance of a National Grid Grant of up to $55,000 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a grant of 
up to fifty-five thousand dollars ($55,000) awarded by National Grid for the purpose 
of strengthening energy management programs in municipal and public school 
buildings, as well as funding a climate change vulnerability assessment.  [02/09/16 
@ 2:47 PM] 

#259-14(4) Betterment assessment for 71 Studio Road 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting approval of the following Order and Schedule of 
Sewer Assessments for completed Common Sewer Extensions in Aspen Avenue, 
Studio Road and Hawthorne Avenue: 

SBL Names & Address of Owner BK/PG Amount 
43-37-15 Wood Michael & Karin  46047/403 $6,476 

71 Studio Road 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
#68-16 Transfer from budget reserve to DPW for snow removal 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR, requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one million 
dollars ($1,000,000) from Budget Reserve – Snow and Ice Removal Account to the 
following accounts:  

Personnel Costs – Overtime 
(0140110-513001)......................................................... $ 300,000 
Rental Vehicles 
(0140110-5273-5273) .................................................... $700,000 
[02/10/16 @ 10:26 AM] 
Public Facilities approved 6-0 on 02/17/16 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#67-16 Transfer within the Utilities Division to repair a section of drain on Adams St 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of ninety four 
thousand five hundred dollars ($94,500) from the Storm Water Management 
Cleaning - Catch Basins Account and thirty seven thousand seven hundred sixty 
dollars ($37,760) from the Storm Water Management Consultants Account to a 
Storm Water Fund Capital Outlay Account for the purpose of repairing a section of 
storm drain in Adams Street.   
Public Facilities approved 6-0 on 02/17/16 
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#60-16 Transfer of $12,000 within the Public Works Department’s budget 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of twelve 

thousand dollars ($12,000) from the Public Works Department’s Transportation 
Division Full-time Salary Account to a Transportation Division Expense Account in 
order to fund the part-time salary for a temporary administrative/finance position in 
the Transportation Division.  [02/09/16 @ 2:47 PM] 

 
Items Not Scheduled for Discussion at this Meeting: 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#64-16 Increase the number of Chief of Operation positions in the Fire Department 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a temporary increase in the number of Chief of 

Operations in the Fire Department from one to two Chief, as the current Assistant 
Chief of Operations is on extended sick leave, does not intend to return to his 
position, and his accrued time does not run out until August 2016.  An Assistant 
Chief has been working as the acting Chief of Operations and the Fire Chief would 
like to permanently appoint him as the Chief of Operations before August 2016, as 
the acting Chief of Operations cannot attend bargaining sessions due to a possible 
conflict of interest should he return to a union position as Deputy Chief.  [02/09/16 
@ 2:47 PM] 

  Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 on 02/17/16 

#69-16 Funding for research and public outreach by the Charter Commission 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a discussion of the request from the Newton 

Charter Commission to appropriate forty-five thousand five hundred dollars 
($45,500) to the following accounts:   

 Consulting 
 (C108004-5301) ............................................................... $30,000 
 Part-time Salaries 
 (C108004-211101) ............................................................. $4,500 
 Printing 
 (C108004-5342) ............................................................... $10,000 
 Office Supplies 
 (C108004-5420) ................................................................. $1,000 
 [02/11/16 @ 4:24 PM] 
 
#40-16 Request to accept MGL 149 Sec 148C related to earned sick time for employees 
 COUNCILOR SANGIOLO requesting that City of Newton formally accept and/or take 

all necessary steps to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 149, Section 148C, 
in order to qualify full-time, part-time, seasonal, and temporary employees coverage 
under the earned sick time regulation, 940 CMR 33, as approved by the voters of 
Massachusetts in the 2014 Election as Ballot Question 4 – Earned Sick Time for 
Employees.  [01/19/16 @ 2:35 PM] 
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Referred to Land Use and Finance Committees 
#356-15 Request for CPA funding for two units of affordable housing at 10-12 Cambria Rd 
 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation of four 

hundred seventy-one thousand one hundred seventeen dollars ($471,117) from the 
Community Preservation Fund to the Planning & Development Department for a 
grant to Citizens for Affordable Housing Development in Newton (CAN-DO), to 
create two units of permanently affordable rental housing at 10-12 Cambria Road, as 
described in the proposal submitted to the Community Preservation Committee in 
October 2015.  [12/08/15 @ 12:08 PM] 

 Land Use Approved 6-0 on 02/02/16 
 
Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities, and Finance Committees 
#357-15 Request for CPA funding for the Newton Highlands Playground 
 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation of two 

million five hundred thousand dollars ($2,500,000) from the Community 
Preservation Fund’s open space and general reserves or fund balance to the Parks & 
Recreation Department, for the rehabilitation of the Newton Highlands Playground 
at Winchester and Dedham Streets, as described in the proposal submitted to the 
Community Preservation Committee in November 2015.  [12/15/15 @ 12:32 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#288-15 Submittal by the Mayor of the FY17 Capital Improvement Plan 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017-FY 2021 Capital Improvement Plan 

pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/01/15 @ 1:53 PM] 
 
#287-15 Submittal by the Mayor of the 5-Year Financial Forecast 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017-FY 2021 5-Year Financial Forecast 

for Board of Aldermen review/acceptance.  [10/01/15 @ 1:53 PM] 
 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#223-15 Discussion on the process of licensing the use of city buildings 
 ALD. LAREDO requesting a discussion of the process of licensing the current and 

future use of city building, including:  (a) how licensees may request the use of city 
buildings; (b) the process for determining which licensees will get the use of city 
buildings; (c) how the fees for the use of city buildings are set; and (d) how the 
current process compares to the process for permitting the use of school buildings.  
[08/13/15 @ 11:20 AM] 

 
#190-15 Discussion of a policy to record all meetings and post all meeting materials online 
 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Executive Department relative to 

creating a policy to require audio recordings of all meetings of boards and 
commissions and requiring them to be posted to the City’s website, as well as 
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posting of all documentation that is reviewed by boards and commissions and/or by 
their designated City staff member. 

  
#133-15 Authorization to negotiate leases for install of solar panels on city properties 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to enter into negotiations for the 

potential lease on city properties for purposes of third-party construction, 
ownership, and operation of on-site renewable solar energy generation from which 
the City will purchase electric output and/or net metering credits.  [05/11/15 @ 5:00 
PM] 

 ITEM SPLIT INTO PART A AND PART B 
 PART A – Ground mounted solar panels at Rumford Avenue landfill, solar panels 

mounted on new carport structures at 60 Elliot Street, all roof mounted solar panel 
locations with the exception of City Hall, which is removed from the list of sites for 
solar panels. – BOA APPROVED on 11/16/15 

 PART B – Solar panels mounted on new carport structures at Newton South High 
School and solar panels mounted on new carport structures at the Library. HELD on 
11/09/15 

  
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING, LAND USE AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#104-15 Qualification of affordable units developed at Comm Ave, Pearl St, and Eddy St 
 ALD. JOHNSON, LAREDO, AND GENTILE requesting a report from the Planning 

Department re how many of the affordable units developed at Commonwealth 
Avenue, Pearl Street, and Eddy Street qualify for inclusion on the State’s Subsidized 
Housing Inventory List; if a property is not on the list, what can be done to make it 
eligible.  [04/09/15 @ 12:00 PM] 

 
#84-15  Discussion with NCDF on repayment of deferred payments and accrued interest 
 ALD. GENTILE requesting a discussion with the Newton Community Development 

Foundation (NCDF) regarding their plans for repayment of the deferred rental 
payments and accrued interest on their ground lease with the City for the former 
Warren Junior High School site.  [03-03-15 @ 2:57 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#455-14 Ordinance amendment request to create a storm water rate fee structure 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR recommending amendment to Chapter 29, Section 80 

Sewer/Storwater use charge. to create a storm water rate fee structure based upon 
square footage of impervious surface area.   

 
REFERRED TO LAND USE AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#49-14 Implementation of technology to monitor compliance with special permits 
 LAND USE COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Chief Financial Officer and the 

Chief Information Officer regarding the critical need to implement technology which 
enables the development, management and use of shared, searchable, mobile-
accessed (both read and write) database which contains parcel-based information 
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that can be accessed by all city departments (including Planning, Inspectional 
Services (ISD), Assessing, Engineering, Fire, Police, Health), the Board of Aldermen 
and the community.  This technology must support the work of ISD and other 
departments in both the office and the field to more effectively and efficiently 
monitor and enforce compliance with approved special permits and other related 
Board Orders.  [02/10/14 @ 6:47 PM] 

 
#248-12 Ordinance amendments to Article IV Purchases and Contracts 
 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that ARTICLE IV. PURCHASES AND 

CONTRACTS, Secs. 2-182 through 2-205, be amended to make it consistent with state 
law.    

 

Respectfully submitted; 

Leonard J. Gentile, Chair 
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