
 
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation, please contact Jini Fairley, at least 
two days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov, or 617-796-1253.  For 
Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 

Finance Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Monday, May 9, 2016 

 
7 PM 
Room 211 
 
Please Bring Your Budget and CIP Books 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
#134-16 MEMA Grant for equipment for the heavy duty rescue truck 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend a reimbursable 

Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency grant in the amount of twenty-two 
thousand seventy dollars ($22,070) for a for the purpose of purchasing equipment and 
related items for the Fire Department’s heavy duty rescue truck. [04/11/16 @ 11:32 
AM] 

 
#167-16 Acceptance and Appropriation of a bequest to the Parks and Recreation Department 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and appropriate a gift of 

two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) from the Estate of Helen Curtis Abel to be 
used for the purchase of a van or transportation for senior citizens and/or for the 
benefit of programs for Senior Citizens.  [04/25/16 @ 6:53]  

 
#170-16 Authorization of appropriation and expenditure of E-rate Funds 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend one 
hundred sixteen thousand nine hundred twelve dollars and eighty-seven cents 
($116,912.87) from E-Rate Receipts – Schools to the Newton Public Schools.  [04/25/16 
@ 6:53 PM] 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#142-16 Appropriation from Free Cash for Street Paving 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend five 

hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) from Free Cash for the purpose of supplementing 
Chapter 90, override and grant funding for street paving in Fiscal Year 2017.  [04/11/16 
@ 11:32 AM] 

 Public Facilities Approved 7-0 on 05/04/16 
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Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#144-16 Transfer to supplement DPW accounts for vehicle parts and recyclable collection 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR , requesting authorization to transfer the sum of two hundred 

fifty thousand  dollars ($250,000) from Public Works Full-time Salaries Account to the 
following accounts:  

 Vehicle Repair Parts  
 (0140103-5484) ................................................................ $50,000 
 Collection-Recyclables 
 (0140111-52322)  ........................................................... $200,000 
 [04/11/16 @ 11:32 AM] 
 Public Facilities Approved 7-0 on 05/04/16 
 
#166-16  Funding for training expenses in the Inspectional Services Department 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate twelve thousand sixty-
one dollars and twenty cents ($12,061.20) from the Special Appropriation Fund created 
for receipt of funds for tickets issued under MGL 148A for the purpose of funding 
building inspector training expenses.  [04/25/16 @ 6:54 PM] 
 

#168-16 Interagency payment for admin of Homelessness Consortium Continuum of Care  
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and appropriate the sum of 
thirty-nine thousand eighty dollars ($39,080) from the inter-agency agreements 
executed between the City of Newton and agencies of the Brookline-Newton-Waltham-
Watertown Homelessness Consortium Continuum of Care for administrative services 
provided by the City of Newton in Fiscal Years 2014/2015 as the lead agency for this 
program.  04/25/16 @ 6:53 PM] 
 

#169-16 Interagency payment for admin of Homelessness Consortium Continuum of Care  
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and appropriate the sum of 
ninety-nine thousand one hundred twenty-six eighty dollars ($99,126) from the inter-
agency agreements executed between the City of Newton and agencies of the 
Brookline-Newton-Waltham-Watertown Homelessness Consortium Continuum of Care 
for administrative services provided by the City of Newton in Fiscal Year 2015/2016 as 
the lead agency for this program.  [04/25/16 @ 6:53 PM] 

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#133-15(A2) Amend lease agreement to replace 60 Elliot St with 70 Elliot St as solar panel site 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an amendment to Board Order #133-15(A) on 

November 16, 2015 by replacing 60 Elliot Street with 70 Elliot Street as an approved site 
for solar car canopies.  [04/25/16 @ 6:52 PM] 

 Public Facilities Approved 7-0 on 05/04/16 
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Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#171-16 Transfer within Public Buildings to fund CO2 Detectors, elevator, electrical repairs 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of seventy-five six 

hundred forty-two dollars ($75,642) from the Public Buildings Full-time Salaries Account 
to the Public Buildings Repairs and Maintenance Account for the purpose of funding 
CO2 Detectors, major elevator and electrical repairs, as well as other repair requests.  
[04/25/16 @ 6:53] 

 Public Facilities Approved 7-0 on 05/04/16 
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#172-16 Free Cash appropriation to fund security cameras at City Hall and the Police Dept 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate ninety-nine thousand 

four hundred seventy-five dollars ($99,475) from Free Cash to the Public Buildings 
Department for costs associated with the installation of security cameras at City Hall 
and the Police Department.   [04/25/16 @ 6:53 PM] 

 Public Facilities Approved 7-0 on 05/04/16 
 
#138-16 Appropriation to fund busing Zervas School students to Carr School 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of two 

hundred fifty thousand dollars from the Override Capital Project Stabilization Fund to 
the Newton Public Schools for the purpose of funding the busing costs associated with 
the transfer of the Zervas Students to the Carr Elementary School for the January 2016 – 
June 2016 timeframe.  [04/11/16 @ 11:32 AM] 

 
BUDGET & CIP DISCUSSIONS: 
Assessing 
Treasurer 
Purchasing 
Executive/Sustainability  
 

Referred To Finance and Appropriate Committees 
#288-15 Submittal of the FY17 Capital Improvement Plan 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017-FY 2021 Capital Improvement Plan 

pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/01/15 @ 1:53 PM] 
 

Referred To Finance and Appropriate Committees 
#288-15(2) Submittal of the FY 2017 Municipal/School Operating Budget  

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting in accordance with Section 5-1 of the City of 
Newton Charter the FY17 Municipal/School Operating Budget totaling $378,969,244 
passage of which shall be concurrent with the FY17-FY21 Capital Improvement Program 
(#288-15).[04/11/16@11:31 AM] 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF SUBMISSION 04/19/16; LAST DATE TO PASS THE BUDGET 
06/03/16 
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Referred To Finance and Appropriate Committees 

#288-15(4) Submittal of the FY 2017 – FY 2021 Supplemental Capital Improvement Plan 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017 – FY 2021 Supplemental Capital 
Improvement Plan.  [04/11/16 @ 11:31 AM] 

 
Items Not Scheduled for Discussion at this Meeting: 
#173-16 Interest charges on late payment of utility bills 
 COUNCILOR SANGIOLO requesting creation of a policy or ordinance related to interest 

charges on late payments of utility bills to the City and proportional return of interest 
charges if or when the utility bill is abated.  [04/27/16 @ 1:39 PM] 

 
#174-16 Acceptance of MGL Chapter 60 Section 1 of MGL 
 COUNCILORS SANGIOLO, HARNEY and COTE requesting adoption of local option 

provision in Chapter 60A, Section 1 of Massachusetts General Law that exempts military 
personnel from paying excise tax if they are deployed outside the state for at least 45 
days.  [4/27/16 @ 1:39 PM] 

 
#165-16 Mayor’s appointment of Michael Engel as a trustee of the Chaffin Fund 
 MICHAEL  S. ENGEL, 83 Staniford Street, Unit #7, Auburndale, appointed as a lifetime 

trustee of the Chaffin Fund/Fig Newton Scholarship replacing Charlotte Kaitz.  (60 days 
6/30/16) [04/22/16 @ 12:53 PM] 

 
#164-16  Mayor’s re-appointment of Edward Gourdeau as a Constable 
 EDWARD W. GOURDEAU, JR., 94 Clearwater Road, Newton Lower Falls, re-appointed as 

a Constable for the City of Newton for a term of office to expire April 30, 2019.  (60 days 
6/30/16) [04/13/16 @ 3:55 PM] 

 
Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 

#197-15(2) Pilotless Aircraft Operation 
 Councilors Albright, Baker, and Norton proposing an ordinance regulating the operation 

and registration of pilotless aircraft in the City of Newton.  [04/07/16 @ 4:25 PM] 
 

Referred to Zoning & Planning, Land Use and Finance Committees 
#104-15 Qualification of affordable units developed at Comm Ave, Pearl St, and Eddy St 
 ALD. JOHNSON, LAREDO, AND GENTILE requesting a report from the Planning 

Department re how many of the affordable units developed at Commonwealth Avenue, 
Pearl Street, and Eddy Street qualify for inclusion on the State’s Subsidized Housing 
Inventory List; if a property is not on the list, what can be done to make it eligible.  
[04/09/15 @ 12:00 PM] 
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#31-15(3) Discussion of Financial Impact of Leaf Blower Ban on Newton’s Budget 
 PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting a discussion of the financial impact of a 

seasonal leaf blower ban on the City’s operating budget.  [03/24/16 @1:41 PM] 
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#31-15(4) Amend Chapter 20 Section 51 Civil Fine for Littering to Include Yard Waste 
 PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting that the City of Newton Ordinances 

Chapter 20, Section 51, Depositing of Litter, be amended to include leaves, yard waste, 
and other similar material, and that civil fines be associated with violations of the 
section and added to Chapter 20, Section 21.  [03/24/16 @1:41 PM] 

 
#112-16 Appropriation of mitigation funds for pedestrian and traffic improvements 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the 

following Mitigation Funds:   
 
 Village Café at 719 Washington Street $2,500 
 258 Nevada Street at Linwood Street $1,500 
 Cherry Street at Washington Street $2,000 
 O’Hara’s Restaurant, Newton Highlands $2,500 
 Rox Diner Parking & Pedestrian Improvements $2,500 
 Riverside, Old Jordan marsh $16,045 
 Canton Circle LLC, 714-724 Beacon Street $10,000 
 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#64-16 Increase the number of Chief of Operation positions in the Fire Department 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a temporary increase in the number of Chief of 

Operations in the Fire Department from one to two Chief, as the current Assistant Chief 
of Operations is on extended sick leave, does not intend to return to his position, and 
his accrued time does not run out until August 2016.  An Assistant Chief has been 
working as the acting Chief of Operations and the Fire Chief would like to permanently 
appoint him as the Chief of Operations before August 2016, as the acting Chief of 
Operations cannot attend bargaining sessions due to a possible conflict of interest 
should he return to a union position as Deputy Chief.  [02/09/16 @ 2:47 PM] 

  Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 on 02/17/16 
 
#40-16 Request to accept MGL 149 Sec 148C related to earned sick time for employees 
 COUNCILOR SANGIOLO requesting that City of Newton formally accept and/or take all 

necessary steps to accept Massachusetts General Law Chapter 149, Section 148C, in 
order to qualify full-time, part-time, seasonal, and temporary employees coverage 
under the earned sick time regulation, 940 CMR 33, as approved by the voters of 
Massachusetts in the 2014 Election as Ballot Question 4 – Earned Sick Time for 
Employees.  [01/19/16 @ 2:35 PM] 
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Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities, and Finance Committees 

#357-15 Request for CPA funding for the Newton Highlands Playground 
 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation of two 

million five hundred thousand dollars ($2,500,000) from the Community Preservation 
Fund’s open space and general reserves or fund balance to the Parks & Recreation 
Department, for the rehabilitation of the Newton Highlands Playground at Winchester 
and Dedham Streets, as described in the proposal submitted to the Community 
Preservation Committee in November 2015.  [12/15/15 @ 12:32 PM] 

 
#287-15 Submittal by the Mayor of the 5-Year Financial Forecast 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017-FY 2021 5-Year Financial Forecast for 

Board of Aldermen review/acceptance.  [10/01/15 @ 1:53 PM] 
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#223-15 Discussion on the process of licensing the use of city buildings 
 ALD. LAREDO requesting a discussion of the process of licensing the current and future 

use of city building, including:  (a) how licensees may request the use of city buildings; 
(b) the process for determining which licensees will get the use of city buildings; (c) how 
the fees for the use of city buildings are set; and (d) how the current process compares 
to the process for permitting the use of school buildings.  [08/13/15 @ 11:20 AM] 

 
#190-15 Discussion of a policy to record all meetings and post all meeting materials online 
 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Executive Department relative to 

creating a policy to require audio recordings of all meetings of boards and commissions 
and requiring them to be posted to the City’s website, as well as posting of all 
documentation that is reviewed by boards and commissions and/or by their designated 
City staff member. 

  
Referred to Land Use and Finance Committees 

#49-14 Implementation of technology to monitor compliance with special permits 
 LAND USE COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Chief Financial Officer and the 

Chief Information Officer regarding the critical need to implement technology which 
enables the development, management and use of shared, searchable, mobile-accessed 
(both read and write) database which contains parcel-based information that can be 
accessed by all city departments (including Planning, Inspectional Services (ISD), 
Assessing, Engineering, Fire, Police, Health), the Board of Aldermen and the community.  
This technology must support the work of ISD and other departments in both the office 
and the field to more effectively and efficiently monitor and enforce compliance with 
approved special permits and other related Board Orders.  [02/10/14 @ 6:47 PM] 
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#248-12 Ordinance amendments to Article IV Purchases and Contracts 
 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that ARTICLE IV. PURCHASES AND 

CONTRACTS, Secs. 2-182 through 2-205, be amended to make it consistent with state 
law.    

 
Respectfully submitted; 
 
Leonard J. Gentile, Chair 
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