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City of Newton, Massachusetts (617 7961113
Office of the Mayor &%%%g
Ruthanne Fuller Email
Mayor rfuller@newtonma.gov
February 27, 2023
Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall
1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

Honorable City Councilors:

I respectfully submit this docket item to your Honorable Council requesting authorization to
petition the General Court for special legislation to allow the Mayor of the City of Newton to
appoint retired Newton Firefighters, as the Fire Chief deems necessary, to be able to perform fire

details and to perform dispatch duties in the Emergency Communications Center, two essential
services that sometimes require additional staffing.

The retired Newton Firefighters allowed to serve in these two capacities under this proposal will
be eligible until they reach the age of 75. Prior to their appointment the retired Firefighter will

need to pass a medical examination by a physician or other certified professional chosen by the
City to determine their capacity to perform the essential duties of the assignment.

The retired Newton Firefighters chosen for the assignments will not be entitled to any specific
assignment and will be subject to the limitations on hours worked and on earnings restrictions in
state retirement law.

Enclosed is the draft special legislation drafted in conjunction with the Law Department.
Attached is a memo from Chief Gentile requesting the docket item and the Law Department’s
draft special act language.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS
FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS
1164 Centre Street, Newton Center, MA 02459-1584
Chief: (617) 796-2210 Fire Prevention: (617) 796-2230
N FAX: (617) 796-2211 EMERGENCY: 911
Gregory J. Gentile Ruthanne Fuller
‘ Chief Mayor

To:  Maureen Lemieux, Chief Financial Officer
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer
From: Greg Gentile, Fire Chief
Date: February 20, 2023
Subj: Docketing Item to Appoint Retired Fire Fighters to Perform Fire Details and Dispatch

I respectfully request an item be docketed to the Honorable Council requesting authorization to
petition the General Court for special legislation to allow the Mayor of the City of Newton to
appoint retired Newton Firefighters, as I the Fire Chief deem necessary, to be able to perform fire
details and to perform dispatch duties in the Emergency Communications Center.

The retired Newton fire fighters allowed to serve in these two capacities under this proposal will
be eligible until they reach the age of 75. Prior to their appointmerit the retired fire fighter will
need to pass a medical examination by a physician or other certified professional chosen by the
City to determine their capacity to perform the essential duties of the assignment.

The retired Newton fire fighters chosen for the assignments will not be entitled to any specific
assignment and will be subject to the limitations on hours worked and on earnings restrictions in
state retirement law.

Enclosed is the draft special legislation drafted in conjunction with the Law Department.

Thank you for your attention to this request.

Regards,

Greg
Chief of Department
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CHAPTER AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE APPOINTMENT OF RETIRED
NEWTON FIRE FIGHTERS TO THE RETIRED FIRE FIGHTERS DETAIL AND
DISPATCH PATROL IN THE CITY OF NEWTON

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. The mayor of the City of Newton may
chief and as the fire chief deems necessary, retired

recommendation of the fire
hters to perform fire details

and retired based on superannuation. Notwiths
regular Newton fire fighters under
fighters shall be eligible to serve p
appointment under this act, a retired
physician or other certified profession
n assignment to fire detail or
the retired Newton fire

is act shall not be subject to chapter 31 of
eral Laws, or chapter 150E of the

act shall not be eligible for special leave,
hapter 2 of Newton Revised Ordinances,

to perform fire details under this Act shall not

ss authorized by the fire chief. Retired fire fighters

~ mergency Communications Center shall perform only those
duties authorized by t

SECTION 4. Retired fire flghters appointed under this Act shall be appointed for an indefinite
term, subject to removal by the mayor or the fire chief at any time with a 14 day written notice.

SECTION 5. The workweek for retired fire fighters appointed under this act shall be seven (7)
consecutive twenty-four (24) hour periods, for a total of one hundred and sixty-eight (168) hours,
which shall commence at 7:00 A.M. at the start of each Monday of the calendar week. In no
case shall any retired fire fighter appointed under this act perform fire details and dispatch in
excess of forty (40) hours in any given workweek.
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SECTION 6. Retired fire fighters appointed under this Act shall be subject to the rules and
regulations, policies and procedures and requirements as the fire chief and the mayor of the City
of Newton may impose from time to time, including, but not limited to restrictions on the type of
detail or dispatch assignments, requirements regarding medical examinations to determine
continuing capability to perform the duties of a retired firefighter appointed under this Act,
requirements for training, requirements for CPR certification, and requirements regarding
uniforms and equipment. Compliance with all requirements will be at no cost to the City of

Newton.

sworn before the city clerk
ents.

SECTION 7. Retired fire fighters appointed under this act s
of the City of Newton who shall keep a record of all such app

subject to sections 100 and

SECTION 8. Retired fire fighters appointed under thi
section 111F of chapter 41

fighter working fire details or dispatch dutie
retired fire fighter officer appointed pursuan
In no event shall payment under section 111F

accordance with seefien 111F of
act reaches the age of 75,

91 of chapter 32 of the | eneral

SECTION 11. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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