
Programs & Services Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Wednesday, June 21, 2023 

 
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Noel, Humphrey, Wright, Baker, Albright, Ryan, and 
Greenberg 
 
Also Present: Councilors Norton, Oliver, Kelley, Malakie 
 
City Staff: Andrew Lee, Assistant City Solicitor; John Doyle, Election Supervisor; Barney Heath, 
Director of Planning & Development; Lara Kritzer, CPA Administrator; Luis Perez Demorizi, 
Director of Parks and Open Space; Carolyn Stapleton, Recreation Program Manager; Jonathan 
Yeo, Chief Operating Officer; Nicole Banks, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture; Jaclyn 
Norton, Committee Clerk 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnfPUK_snnY 
 
#209-23 Appointment of James Thompson to the Biosafety Committee 

PRESIDENT ALBRIGHT appointing James Thompson, 11 Byrd Ave, Newton as a 
member of the Biosafety Committee for a term of office to expire on June 5, 2026. 
(60 Days: 08/04/2023) 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) 
 
Note:  James (Jed) Thompson noted his work in biosafety levels within laboratories and 
would be happy to serve Newton in working on the Biosafety Committee. A Councilor thanked 
him asked Mr. Thompson about life sciences businesses in Newton. He stated that there is a large 
buildup of Life Science space within Newton but due to outside factors, there may have been 
over building. Another Councilor asked Mr. Thompson for a comment about the safety of the 
facilities that are in Newton, he stated that he has worked for biosafety labs and his opinion is 
that they are safe to work in and live by due to the regulatory frameworks in place. Councilors 
voted 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) on a motion to approve from Councilor Wright. 
 
#145-23 Requesting a Home Rule Petition 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a home rule petition and approval for 
extension of the lease term so that the City can extend its current ground lease 
with the Newton Community Development Foundation for Warren House for an 
additional 34 years. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnfPUK_snnY
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Action:  Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) 
 
Note:  Director of Planning & Development, Barney Heath, presented an overview of the 
home rule petition to allow the city to extend the current 65-year ground lease with the Newton 
Community Development Foundation for Warren House to 99 years and authorize the city to 
enter into that extension. The Newton Community Development Foundation (NCDF) offers both 
affordable housing and services to low- and moderate-income families, older adults, and 
individuals with disabilities. A Councilor asked why the Home Rule petition is necessary for this 
extension. Andrew Lee, Assistant City Solicitor answered that it is for two purposes; the current 
lease of 65 years is the ceiling limit that the city can lease real property, pursuant to a prior Home 
Rule petition, we then need a new Home Rule petition to extend it. The second reason is the city 
is explicitly asking for special legislation to waive the requirements of moving through the chapter 
30 requirements of procurement. A Councilor asked why the city is pursuing the extension of the 
lease now if it doesn’t expire until 2057, Ms. Strickland, Director of the NCDF from the explained 
that they are doing a refinance of the property’s second mortgage. To refinance, the ground lease 
needs to exceed at least 10 years beyond the refinancing period. A Councilor asked Director 
Heath about the additional affordable units, he answered that there are currently 21 units at 50 
% AMI (Area Median Income) and below, now there will be 4 more units at the 80 % AMI that 
were market rate. A Councilor asked if this was a good time to refinance, Ms. Strickland said they 
have received competitive rates.  
 
Councilors voted 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) on a motion to approve from 
Councilor Greenberg.  
 
#231-23 Request to set Early Voting Hours for the September 12 Preliminary Election (if 

needed.) 
THE CITY CLERK requesting to set early voting hours for the September 12, 2023 
Preliminary Election, if needed, on the following dates, location, and times 
recommended by the Election Commission: A total of two days; Tuesday 
September 5, 2023 8:30a‐5p and Wednesday September 6, 2023 9a-8p at 
Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA 02459. 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) 
 
Note:                John Doyle, Election Supervisor, outlined the Early Voting hour proposals for 
both the preliminary and general municipal election. A Councilor remarked that the late day for 
the general election should not be October 31, there was a consensus from the committee to 
switch the late hours to Monday October 30.  
  
Councilors voted 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) on a motion to approve the Early 
Voting dates for the Preliminary election (if needed) from Councilor Wright.  
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Councilors voted 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) on a motion to approve the Early 
Voting dates, as amended, with the late hours held on Monday October 30 for the General 
election from Councilor Wright.  
 
#232-23 Request to set Early Voting Hours for the November 7 Municipal Election 

THE CITY CLERK requesting to set early voting hours for the November 7, 2023 
Municipal Election on the following dates, location, and times recommended by 
the Election Commission: A total of Five days; Saturday October 28, 2023 11a‐5p, 
Sunday October 29, 2023 11a‐5p, Monday October 30, 2023 9a‐8p, Tuesday 
October 31, 2023 8:30a‐5p, and Wednesday November 1, 2023 8:30a-5p at 
Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA 02459. 

Action: Programs & Services Approved as amended 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not 
Voting) 

 
Note:  Please see the note for item #231-23. 
 
#233-23 Request to move Ward 1, Precinct 4 Polling Location 

THE CITY CLERK requesting that the Ward 1, Precinct 4 polling location, currently 
located at the Pellegrini Playground at 11 Hawthorn St be relocated to a new 
location. 

Action: Programs & Services Voted No Action Necessary 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker 
Not Voting) 

 
Note:  John Doyle, Election Supervisor, presented the initial reasoning for moving this 
polling location was due to Pellegrini slated for construction. We received an update that the 
construction planned would not affect the inside of the building, nor the access for voters. With 
this new information, the Election Commission recommended to not move the Ward 1, Precinct 
4 polling location.  
 
Councilors voted 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) on a motion of No Action Necessary 
from Councilor Humphrey.  
 
#234-23 Request to move Ward 2, Precinct 1 Polling Location 

THE CITY CLERK requesting that the Ward 2, Precinct 1 polling location, currently 
located at the Albemarle Field House at 250 Albemarle Rd be relocated to 
Scandinavian Living Center on 206 Waltham St. 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) 
 
Note:  John Doyle, Election Supervisor, provided details on the construction and 
roadwork planned for the parking area outside of Albemarle Field House. The work is scheduled 
to begin in August into September and could be delayed due to various reasons. Councilors voted 
6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) on a motion to approve from Councilor Albright.  
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#74-23  Requesting a Home Rule Petition 

COUNCILORS NORTON, HUMPHREY, MALAKIE, LEARY, BOWMAN, DOWNS, 
LUCAS, KELLEY, ALBRIGHT, RYAN, LAREDO, WRIGHT, LIPOF, AND MARKIEWICZ 
requesting a home rule petition so that the City can create an ordinance to 
prohibit the purchase or application of anti-coagulant rodenticides in Newton.  

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) 
 
Note:  Councilor Norton recapped the information presented at the April 19 Committee 
meeting and explained the reason for continuation was to give the Committee an opportunity to 
review the language on the Home Rule Petition. A councilor inquired if these types of 
rodenticides were available to purchase in the city, Councilor Norton answered that they are not 
available for purchase.  
 
Councilors voted 6-0 (Councilors Noel and Baker Not Voting) on a motion to approve from 
Councilor Albright.  
  
#370-22  Discussion on Field Maintenance Plan  

COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, BOWMAN, KELLEY, LIPOF, KALIS, LAREDO, CROSSLEY, 
ALBRIGHT, HUMPHREY, LUCAS, MALAKIE, WRIGHT, MARKIEWIZ, NOEL, DOWNS, 
LEARY, NORTON, OLIVER AND DANBERG requesting a discussion with the 
Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture about the maintenance plan for 
our parks, recreation and culture resources, including recreational fields. This 
discussion should include an articulation of how additional funds based upon a 
budget increase and newly collected user group field fees in the upcoming fiscal 
year will be utilized. Time permitting, the discussion should also include a 
description of the capital projects on recreational fields that the department 
intends to complete in the upcoming fiscal year.  

Action:  Programs & Services Held 8-0 
 
Note:    The Chair explained the next three items fall under the Parks, Recreation, and 
Culture Department. The docket items are related and will be presented together.   
 
Nicole Banks, Commissioner of Parks, Recrea�on and Culture opened the discussion with an 
overview of what will be part of the presenta�ons with informa�on on the types of fields, a review 
of maintenance systems of the city parks, capital improvements, and any updates. The 
presenta�ons are atached for detailed informa�on.  
 
Discussion on grass vs. artificial turf 
Luis Perez Demorizi, Director of Parks and Open Spaces, presented on the issue of using ar�ficial 
turf fields. He covered the challenges and costs the city has in using natural grass as opposed to 
synthe�c turf as well as the pro and cons of using each type. The presenta�on is atached for 
more detailed informa�on.  
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A councilor asked for more info on the cleaning of the synthe�c turf, the answer is that cleaning 
would happen a�er extensive injuries occur, natural rain and condi�ons typically clean the 
ar�ficial turf. The same councilor asked if the ar�ficial turf material can be recycled. Luis answered 
that the manufacturer will need to verify that the replaced turf will be recycled.  
 
Commissioner Banks discussed the Field Management so�ware system, which was recently 
audited by the department. The so�ware system in use is a leader in the industry within the 
greater Boston area. The only ac�vity the department does not track are cancella�ons and 
rebooking. She commented that the department has been happy using the current so�ware 
system in use.  
 
A councilor asked about phosphorous and pes�cide run off from grass fields. Commissioner Banks 
responded with the challenges IPM program, (Integrated Pest Management.) The city does treat 
sites, but it is mostly organic fer�liza�on, along with mowing and watering all those factors can 
have environmental concerns. Ms. Banks said that the city is upda�ng their water supply, but it is 
a challenge to water grass fields, and it is a huge impact to the budget. This councilor followed up 
with a ques�on concerning the demand grown over the last 20 years and is the trend that usage 
will grow. Pat Gonzalez, Newton South High School Athle�c Director explained that within the 
past 20 years, the schools have gone from 700 students to 2,000 students, the NPS has over 500 
students par�cipa�ng in the fields throughout the year. Michael Jackson, Newton North High 
School Athle�c Director also said that scheduling can be difficult since schools use fields a�er 
4:30, which creates conflict for public use. 
 
A councilor asked about PFAS contaminants. Mr. Demorizi highlighted the statement from the 
manufacturer that they do not inten�onally add any PFAs to the ar�ficial turf. CDM Smith 
consultant, Heather Lanza commented on PFAS in general. CDM Smith is the landscape architect 
consultant for the city. She said that they have taken samples from the turf to measure PFAS 
content using three different methods. The TPE infill did not have any measurable amount of 
PFAS, and the turf products were inconsistent with low-level detec�ons, associated with post 
oxida�on sample with is not representa�ve of normal condi�ons. There were not significant 
amounts of PFAs that would be converted and end up in the environment.   
 
The commitee members discussed the need for expanding fields, the benefits, and 
disadvantages of using ar�ficial turf. Councilors voted 8-0 on a motion to hold from Councilor 
Albright for items #63-23 and #370-22. 
 
Discussion on Field Maintenance Plan and Capital Improvement Plan 
 
Nicole Banks, Commissioner of Parks, Recrea�on and Culture presented the FY23 plan for 
investments in premier playing fields, totaling over $300,000. The major change was soil tes�ng 
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at 11 of the fields that showed a need for lime addi�ons, which increased the budget. Other 
addi�ons were the NSHS stadium lights and a field pain�ng robot. NNHS will have stadium lights 
installed in FY24. Ms. Banks described the irriga�on expansion of up to 52 irriga�on systems in 
place, which over half of these systems sourced by wells. This irriga�on system is affected by the 
well water levels and new wells will be u�lized.  Ms. Banks highlighted the Project Master List, 
shown in the atached presenta�on. Some projects will not be completed due to the override not 
passing, the tennis court maintenance plan is one of those projects. The mayor has allowed ARPA 
funds to be used for unfunded projects in FY24.  
 
A councilor asked if the Projects list could be maintained and posted online, Ms. Banks said 
realis�cally, it could be updated a few �mes a year and shared. Another councilor asked about 
the playground improvements planned, Ms. Banks said the playground at Forte is scheduled to 
be completed. The city has completed four sites with accessible ma�ng.  
 
 For item #453-23, Councilors voted 8-0 on a motion to hold from Councilor Ryan.  
 
#63-23 Request for a discussion with City Staff regarding a cost-benefit analysis on 

grass fields 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, BAKER, WRIGHT, HUMPHREY AND KELLEY requesting a 
discussion with the Parks, Recreation, and Culture Department regarding a cost-
benefit analysis of grass fields in sufficient quantity to meet Newton’s demand 
for playing time (by user group; Newton school athletic programs, Newton Youth 
groups, others) vs additional artificial turf fields.  This analysis should include the 
following; quantification of the current demand for playing fields (hours used by 
field),  description of the scheduling system referencing the availability and cost 
of alternative systems if needed, quantification of field usage as a percentage of 
field availability, current land acreage and fields now unusable for play as a 
result of lack of maintenance funds and the additional annual funds needed to 
use these fields, the resultant playing time available if all grass fields in Newton 
are usable vs playing time with the addition of artificial turf at specific planned 
locations,  the location of additional potential grass fields, whether existing or 
new and the impact of these locations on high school sports including added 
acquisition and/or transportation costs to access fields not located on high 
school grounds.  In addition, such information should take into account the 
environmental impact of either artificial turf or grass field choices taking into 
account such things as disposal of turf, chemical contaminants within turf, and 
pesticides used on grass.  This discussion should provide information to guide 
the Council in its decision for future requests for artificial turf fields. 

Action:  Programs & Services Held 8-0 
 
Note:  Please see the note for item #370-22. 
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#453-22  Discussion and Creation of Strategic and Operational Plan for Capital 

Improvements  
COUNCILORS LAREDO, OLIVER, NORTON, LUCAS, WRIGHT, MALAKIE, GENTILE, 
AND ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion with the Parks, Recreation and Culture 
Department regarding the creation of a strategic and operational plan for capital 
improvements to our athletic fields, athletic facilities, and playgrounds. In order 
to facilitate a productive discussion, ask that we be provided with a single 
document that lists all of the currently planned capital work (both as set forth in 
the city’s capital improvement plan (CIP) and in the department’s annual budgets) 
prior to the item being discussed. The document should include the following 
categories: (a) project; (b) anticipated start date; (c) anticipated date of 
completion; (d) estimated cost; (e) funding source and the anticipated amount 
from each source; and (f) status of applying for funding. 

Action:  Programs & Services Held 8-0 
 
Note:  Please see the note for item #370-22. 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Commitees 

#155-23(2) Appropriate $50,000 to a Parks, Recrea�on & Culture Account 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reques�ng authoriza�on to appropriate and expend the 
sum of fi�y thousand dollars ($50,000) from acct # 5503R602-590001 B.A.A. 
Marathon to a Parks, Recrea�on & Culture Account to fund a “Heartbreak Hill” 
banner. 

Ac�on: Programs & Services Held 6-1-1 (Councilor Ryan Opposed) (Councilor Noel 
Abstained) 

 
Note:  Please see the note for item #155-23. 
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Commitees 
#155-23 Appropriate $90,000 to a Parks, Recrea�on & Culture Account 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reques�ng authoriza�on to appropriate and expend the 
sum of ninety thousand dollars ($90,000) from acct # 5503R602-590001 B.A.A. 
Marathon to a Parks, Recrea�on & Culture Account to fund playground 
improvements. 

Ac�on:  Programs & Services Approved 6-1-1 (Councilors Noel not vo�ng and Councilor 
Ryan opposed) 
 
Note:              Nicole Banks, Commissioner of Parks, Recrea�on and Culture opened the 
presenta�on with the Heartbreak Hill Banner and its popularity. A part of this request is funding 
to install permanent poles for the Heartbreak Hill banner. With the installa�on of poles, the 
banner can be out ahead the marathon for longer viewing �me.  
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A councilor voiced concerns about Commonwealth Ave on the Carriageway side and if the poles 
and banner affect the streetscape and greenway. Ms. Banks clarified the banner would be 
double sided and would be up for approximately one month. The poles could be u�lized for 
other city banners in the future. She does not have a picture of the poles but will be working 
with the Public Works Department to secure the correct type. Councilor Baker mo�oned that 
the banner and poles aspect of the appropria�on become a parens item, 155-23(2), of the 
original item for further discussion.  Ms. Banks stated that her department oversees the banner 
program along the greenway, and they are involved in determining what is appropriate in the 
public space.  
 
A councilor asked COO Yeo about the backup material, stating that the B.A.A. marathon money 
does not support all the marathon costs. Mr. Yeo explained that the $140,000 is money left over 
from previous marathon years. Historically, the city would appropriate remaining marathon 
funds towards playgrounds. This councilor pointed out that B.A.A. funds should go only towards 
marathon costs and not deplete operating funds which seems to be the case in covering overtime 
costs directly related to the marathon event. Another councilor wanted confirmation that the 
poles would not be used for any other city event. City staff said they have no other uses in mind 
at this time. COO Yeo stated that they would open up dialogue with council if there was another 
banner proposed.  
 
Another councilor asked about a policy concerning city sponsored banners, Commissioner Banks 
stated that the Law department is working on that particular policy, but the city does have a 
public art policy.  
 
Councilor Baker clarified his motion to create a parens and separate $50,000 for the poles from 
the original docket item for a separate docket. Discussion among the committee members 
ensued on separating the docket item and allocation of these funds.  
 
Councilors voted 7-1 (Councilor Ryan opposed) on a motion to separate $50,000 of the original 
docket item and create #154-23(2) Appropriate $50,000 to a Parks, Recrea�on & Culture Account. 
 
Councilors voted 7-1 (Councilors Noel opposed) on a motion to approve for #154-23 
Appropriate $90,000 to a Parks, Recreation & Culture Account from Councilor Baker. 
 
Councilors voted 6-1-1 (Councilors Noel not voting and Councilor Ryan opposed) on a motion to 
hold for #154-23(2) from Councilor Baker. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:31pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Josh Krintzman, Chair 



#76-23 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

______, 2023 

 

ORDERED: 

 That City Council hereby authorizes her Honor the Mayor to:  

 

1. Submit a home rule petition to the General Court seeking the adoption of special legislation as 
set out below: 

Section 1.  Notwithstanding the provisions of section 3 of chapter 40 of the General 
Laws or chapter 330 of the Acts of 1981 or of any other general or special law to the 
contrary, the city of Newton may lease the Warren Junior High School for a term of 
years not exceeding 99 years. 

 
Section 2.  Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 30B of the general laws or of any 
other general law or special law to the contrary, the city of Newton may grant a lease 
extension to Warren House Associates Limited Partnership, the current lessee of the 
Warren Junior High School, without undertaking a procurement process 

 
Section 3.  This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

 
2. Subject to the enactment of the special legislation set forth in paragraph 1 above, lease the 

Warren Junior High School for a term of years not exceeding 99 years, inclusive of the current 
lease term and any amendments thereto.  

 

 



# 74-23 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

______, 2023 

 

ORDERED: 

 That City Council hereby requests and authorizes her Honor the Mayor to submit a home rule 
petition to the General Court seeking the adoption of special legislation as set out below: 

 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding chapter 132B of the General Laws or any other general or special 
law to the contrary, the City of Newton may by ordinance prohibit the application of second 
generation anti-coagulant rodenticides within the City of Newton, including application of such 
pesticides by licensed commercial applicators as defined in 333 C.M.R. 10.00. 

 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

 

Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

 



AN EVENING WITH PARKS, 

RECREATION & CULTURE

Providing playing fields to meet the needs of Newton athletes



#63-23 REQUEST FOR A DISCUSSION WITH CITY STAFF REGARDING A COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS ON GRASS FIELDS

Requesting a discussion with the Parks, Recreation, and Culture Department regarding a cost-benefit analysis of grass 
fields in sufficient quantity to meet Newton’s demand for playing time (by user group; Newton school athletic 
programs, Newton Youth groups, others) vs additional artificial turf fields. This analysis should include the following; 
quantification of the current demand for playing fields (hours used by field), description of the scheduling system 
referencing the availability and cost of alternative systems if needed, quantification of field usage as a percentage of 
field availability, current land acreage and fields now unusable for play as a result of lack of maintenance funds and the 
additional annual funds needed to use these fields, the resultant playing time available if all grass fields in Newton are 
usable vs playing time with the addition of artificial turf at specific planned locations, the location of additional 
potential grass fields, whether existing or new and the impact of these locations on high school sports including 
added acquisition and/or transportation costs to access fields not located on high school grounds. In addition, such 
information should take into account the environmental impact of either artificial turf or grass field choices taking 
into account such things as disposal of turf, chemical contaminants within turf, and pesticides used on grass. This 
discussion should provide information to guide the Council in its decision for future requests for artificial turf fields.



WHY ARE SYNTHETIC TURF FIELDS 

SO PREVALENT?

 Spatial issues (can handle 3 times the use of a grass field)

 Cannot be overused

 Can handle multiple overlays (Lined for various sports)

 Predictable, dependable availability and playability

 Can be lighted without creating compacted, unsafe play 
conditions (almost 500 hours of addl. play at NSHS stadium)

 Competitive equity, between schools, between communities

 Help address limited hours to accommodate all sport needs 

 Allow for more centralized play

 Allow for earlier season practice/play



RECTANGULAR ATHLETIC FIELD SEASON

Light green are for times of the year where New England weather limits use

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Synthetic Turf

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Natural Turf (Grass)



PROVIDING 2 TURF FIELDS FOR EACH OF OUR HIGH SCHOOLS

We are an outlier in terms of turf fields. We have less per capita and 

less per student athlete than our neighboring communities around 

Boston.

 They can handle unlimited use. 

 There are more sports played today, more teams for some 
sports, and greater practice demands. Less travel.

 Access in early spring before grass fields are open but when 
schools are ready to start their programs 

 The ability of our schools, who are each organizing more than 
100 games per season at each school , to not have to reschedule 
due to weather

 All Local private schools have turf fields, neighboring 
communities have turf fields.



GENERAL HIGH 

SCHOOL FIELD 

NEEDS IN FALL

Needham NSHS NNHS

Fall rectangular sports 12 12 12

 # of Turf Fields 3 2 1

 Football, soccer (b/g), field hockey



COMPARISON WITH OUR NEIGHBORS

EXISTING PROPOSED



RECENT TURF PROJECTS AND DIFFERENT APPROACHES

New or newly replaced synthetic turf field

 Belmont (adding 2)

 Cambridge (has 9, adding another)

 Lexington

 Needham

 Boston

 Westwood

 Chelmsford (adding 1)

 Wellesley

 Natick

 Brookline

 Watertown

Outside of Rte. 128 w/restrictions

 Concord:  Ban allows turf for school fields

 Wayland:  Ban allows turf for school fields

 Springfield: Some organic fields: Has turf field for school

 Marblehead: Organic grass: Has turf field for school

 UMass Lowell (TURI): 2 turf newly resurface fields

 Sharon: Moratorium expired

❖ Unaware of any community converting a turf field 

back to grass in our region



GRASS FIELD USAGE AND AVAILABILITY

 Fields unavailable until mid April, depending on weather

 Fields unavailable during or after rain events.

 Extensive use creates compaction resulting in poor drainage, worn goalmouths, and weed proliferation

 Does not allow for sports to be overlaid

 No field availability for addl. teen/adult baseball and softball groups except for late evening play at Forte Park

 No rectangular field space to offer new groups during our spring and fall seasons. (Except Sunday evening)

 Converting to a turf field minimizes the chaotic impact of weather, deteriorating field conditions, and need to 

reschedule games.

 Conversion doesn’t add more space than what exists, though we can prioritize higher impact sports and more 

players can share the field.

 High School AD must also schedule around the other school’s availability.  Takes time away from youth sports.



THE SCIENCE OF NATURAL GRASS IN NEW ENGLAND -

SPRING AND FALL SPORTS 

Spring Sports 

Season

Fall Sports

Season

Effects of rain, 

soil compaction, 

weed, insect and 

diseases during 

sports seasons

Early spring 

sports occur in 

least 

advantageous 

times for 

establishment of 

turf

Late fall sports 

occur as grass 

growth is going 

into dormancy

Early spring sports occur early in the growth 

cycle of natural turf and fall sports occur late into 

the fall growth cycle.

Shoots grow best with 65°-75° air temp

Roots grow best with 55°-65° soil temp

Information Courtesy of Scott Landgren, CDM Smith Inc.

The natural growth cycle of grass turf



MAKING SPACE FOR MORE GRASS FIELDS

 Current and upcoming expansions

 Burr School: Expansion of usable grass field 

space from ½ acre to 5 Acres

 McGrath: Reconfiguration of fields to 

improve access to rectangular fields 

 Albemarle: Reconfiguration to eliminate 

overlap of the ballfield and rectangular field 

so more fields can be used concurrently

 Newton North HS Stadium: New sports 

lighting to increase hours of play each day

 Braceland: Potential reconfiguration to 

improve access to fields



EXPAND IN SMALLER FIELD AREAS AROUND SCHOOLS

Mason-Rice Recess field @ Newton Centre Playground

 Smaller playing field expansion at school 

lands (new Lincoln-Eliot school, Horace 

Mann, Franklin)

 Unirrigated smaller fields help in fall 

with practices but don’t meet demands 

for full size fields

 Asking schools to move recess around 

premier playing field spaces is 

undesirable 

 Used by sport groups in fall out of 

necessity



TO CONSTRUCT NEW 

ATHLETIC SPORT 

COMPLEX

 Land Area: An average full-size 
regulation high school field is an average 
of 2 Acres (88,00 square feet), including 
runout zones and supporting areas, not 
including spatial requirements for parking 
and access.

 Parking: (1 Acre) Accommodate 
coaches, referees, athletes, spectators, and 
the upcoming game crowds.

 Athletic Needs: In 8 Acres, Newton can 
make significant impact to the demand 
and quality of fields that would otherwise 
require 24 acres of exclusive field space.

 New Sites: Competing with housing and 
other potential uses. 



ACREAGE TO CONSTRUCT 
NEW ATHLETIC FIELD BY 
NNHS CAMPUS

 Note: yellow boxes are for 

demonstration only, no actual 

consideration for field 

development in these areas



COST-BENEFIT

Conversion to synthetic turf

 $2M +/- , $700k every10 years

 Other Considerations/impacts

 Changes nature of open space area

 Waste/reuse/recycle

 Need to resurface every 10 years

 All the benefits cited previously

Land acquisition and development (Grass)

 Land (5 acres) with houses? Require soil mitigation?

 Tree clearing $$

 Eminent domain taking private property/houses $$$$

 Removing land from other potential uses: housing

 Other considerations/impacts

 Parking, Lighting, Traffic generated to new areas

 Increased water use, fertilizer, IPM, mowing

 Requires additional staff (wages/benefits)



ANNUAL MAINTENANCE COSTS

Grass (soccer field: 2 acres)

Additional grass fields one more staff person is needed

$10K for grass management

$5K for mowing

$2K for leaf removal and irrigation system repairs

$15K city water (note: majority of fields are on wells)

$17K+ for a premier field (+ $15K if on city water)

Synthetic Turf

$2,250/field maintenance

▪ 2 staff at 2 hours per field twice monthly; seven months (56hrs)

$5K/field Contractual costs - Approximately $5,000 per field per year

▪ Deep grooming, deep clean, Gmax test/report

$1,500 year eight (end of warranty)

$1,200 for infield mix

$10K annually per field (3x more availability/use than a grass field)

Replacement cost of turf: $700K ($70K annually over 10 years)

One staff person cost > $70K/yr.



OTHER FACTORS:

Grass

 Irrigation (water costs and system maintenance),fertilizer* (phosphorous and nitrogen), thatching, seeding*, 

aeration, IPM (weed control and grub control), mowing, lining, dog and bird waste

* increases watering and mowing requirements

Synthetic Turf

 Heat: less use in summer, grass fields available if needed. 

 Watering/spraying: nothing is required or done

 Reuse/downcycling



SYNTHETIC TURF MATERIALS

 NEWTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION ORDER (DEP FILE #239-942)



 PFAS

 “Shaw does not intentionally use any PFAS containing materials in our production processes and does not 
intend for PFAS to be present in the finished product.”

 We have begun to analyze materials testing to verify chemical constituents per the Conservation 
Commission Order

 INFILL

 We are moving away from crumb rubber product. It is going where all used tires go, landfill or reuse.  We 
are replacing infill with TPE



SOFTWARE: FIELD MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

 Newton PRC recently audited the software system used for our program and operations management functions.  

Criteria evaluated: ease of use for customers/staff, integration with City finance systems, credit card processing 

capability with IT/Treasury security compliance standards, field scheduling and facility management.  

 Department narrowed evaluation to 2 software systems (the one we had, the one we have now). The systems 

were deemed to be equally capable for field scheduling but the selected system was deemed superior in all other 

evaluated criteria. 

 We do not track when a group does not use a field due to coach unavailability, or if they reschedule a game 

elsewhere resulting in no practice.  Field schedulers for youth sports groups are volunteers. 

 The software system in use is the leader in our industry within the Greater Boston region. It was not the 

cheapest option but was deemed superior.  Several staff with outside experience have worked with other 

software systems and agree that the current system is fully capable for our needs. 



#370-22 DISCUSSION ON FIELD MAINTENANCE PLAN 

Requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture about the maintenance plan for our 
parks, recreation and culture resources, including recreational fields. This discussion should include an articulation of 
how additional funds based upon a budget increase and newly collected user group field fees in the upcoming fiscal 
year will be utilized. Time permitting, the discussion should also include a description of the capital projects on 
recreational fields that the department intends to complete in the upcoming fiscal year. 



PREMIER PLAYING 
FIELD SPENDING 
ALLOCATION

 Note: Does not include 

water, mowing, or 

personnel costs



PROJECTS:  ATHLETIC FIELDS

Recently Completed

 NSHS stadium lights

 NSHS Lion Dr. field lights (formerly Brandeis)

 Irrigation/well repairs (next slide)

 Field Liner

FY24

 NSHS turf field replacements (2)

 NSHS track resurfacing

 NNHS field lights

 Forte Park Light Replacement

 Pellegrini light repair (not replacement yet)

 Irrigation/well repairs



FY23 

IRRIGATION 

WORK

($90K)

o Replace Warren House 
irrigation control cabinet 

o $4K

o Replace Cabot Park well 

o $20K 

o Replace Lower Falls well 

o $23K

o Repair Forte Park well 

o $5K

o Replace Bowen well 

o $17K

o Replace Albemarle well 

o $15K

o Replace Newton Centre 
Park irrigation control 
cabinet and pole 

o $6K



#453-22 DISCUSSION AND CREATION OF STRATEGIC AND OPERATIONAL PLAN FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Requesting a discussion with the Parks, Recreation and Culture Department regarding the creation of a strategic 
and operational plan for capital improvements to our athletic fields, athletic facilities, and playgrounds. In order to 
facilitate a productive discussion, ask that we be provided with a single document that lists all of the currently 
planned capital work (both as set forth in the city’s capital improvement plan (CIP) and in the department’s annual 
budgets) prior to the item being discussed. The document should include the following categories: (a) project; (b) 
anticipated start date; (c) anticipated date of completion; (d) estimated cost; (e) funding source and the anticipated 
amount from each source; and (f) status of applying for funding.



PROJECT MASTER LIST
Asset Category Project Title Project Description / Justification Est Cost in FY2023  Funding Source Anticipated Start Time Anticipated Completion CIP Notes

Playground Horace Mann School Playground Build new additional playground facilities 250,000$                      ARPA Fall 2022 Completed yes grass restporation in progress

Playground Forte Playground Replace play structure 40,000$                        Budget Spring 2024 Summer 2024

Playground Richardson Playground Replace play structure TBD Override TBD

Playground Memorial Playground Replace play structure TBD Override TBD

Playground Wellington Park Playground Install new playground apparatus 150,000$                      Fundraising/ Developer Mitigation Fall 2023 Fall 2023
Timeline dependent on fundraising effort and 

developer mitigation funding release

Playground W. Newton Common Elm St. Playground New play piece, grounds cleanup 100,000$                      Developer mitigation Prior to occupancy permit

Playgrounds

Asset Category Project Title Project Description / Justification Est Cost in FY2023  Funding Source Anticipated Start Time Anticipated Completion CIP Notes

Courts NNHS tennis lights Light shielding upgrades 9,900$                           revolv./maint. Completed Completed Spring 2023

Courts NSHS Tennis Courts Crack repairs and some paint touch-up for nearly 2000 linear feet of cracks 50,000$                        ARPA/Revolving Summer 23 Summer 23

Courts Cabot Park Improvements tennis and basketball resurfacing, park improvements 150,000$                      Courts revolv fund/Cabot Summer 2023 Summer 2023 Yes

Courts Memorial Tennis court Memorial Playground tennis + fencing 43,000$                        Courts revolv fund Summer 2024 Summer 2024
Project cost does not include fence 

improvements

Courts Pellegrini Tennis court  Pellegrini courts TBD Capital TBD

Courts NSHS tennis light system replacement
To be addeded to CIP due to light pole structural issues; Project will 

also include low spillage light fixtures
TBD TBD TBD

Courts Tennis Courts - Replace Burr Park Tennis Courts

Redesign & construct existing tennis courts at Burr Park (Waverley 

Park). Work includes repair and replacement of existing retaining 

walls.

1,100,000$                  Bonding TBD yes

Courts Citywide Tennis Court Maintenance Crack repair and resurfacing to courts across City Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing

Courts



Asset Category Project Title Project Description / Justification Est Cost in FY2023  Funding Source Anticipated Start Time Anticipated Completion CIP Notes

Parks Improvements to Louise Levingston Cove
Renovation of entire lakefront park to include improvements to 

accessibility, drainage, erosion and water quality.
2,005,500$                  CPA Eligible/ State Funds/ARPA Fall 2022 Summer 2023 yes

Plant establishment protective fence to remain 

after completion

Parks Burr Elementary School Fields Development
Renovate natural grass area to maximize athletic field space and 

install irrigation.  Install new accessible perimeter pathway.
1,438,197$                  CPA Eligible Fall 2023 Spring 2024 yes

Parks
Engineering and Design of Athletic Field 

Improvements

Engineering and design work for projects on the 5 year athletic field 

improvements plan. Improvements to include accessibility 

enhancements, field reconfigurations, and upgrades to supporting 

athletic field amenities.

944,362$                      CPA Eligible Ongoing Imminent yes 420 K + 524K from CPC for design

Parks
Brown/ Oak Hill Middle Schools Fields 

Development

Renovate natural grass area to maximize athletic field space and 

increase accessibility.
2,187,821$                  CPA Eligible 2024/2025 yes

Parks McGrath Park Fields Redesign and Development
Reconfigure athletic fields and courts, expand irrigation, install new 

accessible perimeter pathway.
991,995$                      CPA Eligible/CDBG Eligible 2023/2024 yes

Parks
Russ Halloran Sports and Recreation Complex at 

Albemarle Master Plan

Develop a phased park-wide master plan. Replace 50-year-old 

sports lighting, reconfigure existing fields for improved and 

expanded play, and expand lighting to Murphy Field. Improve 

accessibility and drainage. Potential Synthetic Turf field to include 

football/soccer/lacrosse field along Crafts Street.

8,720,570$                  
CPA Eligible/Sport Group 

Contributions/Other Funds
Fall 2024 Fall 2025 yes

Parks Cheesecake Brook Footbridge
Project to replace or add new footbridge structure over Cheesecake 

Brook near Albemarle Field.
400,000$                      ARPA Spring 2025 Spring 2025 yes

Parks Create a new Park at 150 Jackson Road

Project to create meaningful open space, passive and active 

recreation elements for both the Lincoln-Eliot School and the 

community. 

TBD Bonding/Other Funds TBD yes

Parks Upper Falls Splash Park

New splash park to be built by Northland development as part of 

larger project. To be owned and operated by Parks, Rec and 

Culture.  Expected in late 2024. 

1,000,000$                  Special Pertmit Developer Mitigation 2025-2026 2026-2027 yes

Parks
Newton South High School Synthetic Turf Field 

and Track Replacement

Replacement of synthetic turf and track at Brandeis Road and 

Stadium fields. Current field was installed in 2009.
2,100,000$                  Free Cash Summer 2023 Summer 2023 yes

Parks
Newton North High School Synthetic Turf Field 

and Track Replacement

Replacement of synthetic turf and track at Newton North High 

School. Current field was installed in 2010.
1,100,000$                  Free Cash / Other Funds Summer 2024 Summer 2024 yes

Parks Crystal Lake Park/Shore Improvements 

Stabilize "Left beach" and create a sustainable shoreline area for 

sunbathing, access into the water, and improved recreation, 

enhance connectivity and accessibility.

1,500,000$                  CPA Eligible/State Funds TBD TBD yes

Parks Accessible Playground Surfacing Improvements
Install accessible playground surface matting systems at 

playgrounds throughout the city
2,000,000$                  Other Funds/State Funds/ARPA

ongoing: multiple 

playgrounds per year
Ongoing yes

Parks Gath Memorial Pool Project

Replace Gath Pool with lap pool, community pool, and splash pad. 

Replace all mechanical systems, improve accessibility,  improve bath 

house interior. Pool area will be bubble ready.

6,060,000$                  CPA Eligible/ARPA Summer 2023 Spring 2024 yes

Parks
Marty Sender Path Phase 2 - Boardwalk and trail 

improvements

Install accessible, shared-use trail and boardwalk over flood-prone 

area. 
400,000$                      MassTrails Grant/ ARPA/ CPA Elligible ASAP Summer 24 yes

Parks Newton North High School Field Lights Installation of field lights at Newton North High School Stadium. 700,000$                      
ARPA

/NNHS Boosters Club  
Summer 2023 Fall 2023 yes

Parks



Asset Category Project Title Project Description / Justification Est Cost in FY2023  Funding Source Anticipated Start Time Anticipated Completion CIP Notes

Parks Newton Centre Performing Arts Pavilion

Install outdoor permanent performance pavilion and stage at 

Newton Centre Playground including electricity, lighting, accessible 

seating area, stage access, and restroom plan.

2,000,000$                  ARPA/Other Funds Planning in progress 2026 - 2027 yes

Parks Spears Park community garden Community garden installation 150,000$                      State earmark, fundraising Fall 2024 Spring 2025

Parks Capt. Ryan Park Improvements Picnic seating, upgraded pathways, trees, plantings 289,000$                      Developer mitigation Coordinate w/ developer

Parks Coleti-Magni Park $200K Friends group improve the park 200,000$                      State earmark Spring 2024

Parks Pellegrini Mural Mural poject, TBD 25,000$                        Developer mitigation Coordinate w/ developer

Parks Pellegrini Park improvemtent Improvements, potential decorative tree lighting system 25,000$                        State earmark Summer 2023

Parks Old Cold Spring Field
Renovation of existing field space to include regrading, drainage, 

irrigation and accessibility improvements.  
350,000$                      Bonding/CPA Eligible no date yet yes

Parks
Riverside Greenway - Pigeon Hill Trail 

Improvements

Restoration of former connectivity walking trail that was severed 

during Mass Pike construction.
550,000$                      CPA Eligible/State Funds

planning in progress, 

multiple years out
yes

Parks Lyons Field Drainage Improvements Renovation of the natural grass field to improve drainage. TBD Stormwater/Other Funds
Drainage issues addressed/ 

being monitored
yes

Marty Sender trail improvements to further 

improve drainage outside of the field

Parks Forte Park Field Improvements

Renovate natural grass area to maximize athletic field space for 

softball field, soccer/lacrosse. Improvements include relighting and 

improved accessibility.

2,000,000$                  
Bonding/CPA Eligible/ Developer 

Mitigation
2023 - 2024 yes

Parks
Braceland Park - Update Master Plan for Park 

Renovation 

Park renovation based on previous master plan and any required 

adjustments to the plan. Construction to include new athletic fields, 

play structures, basketball court and other improvements including 

accessibility.

2,000,000$                  Bonding/CPA Eligible 2025-2026 yes

Parks Pellegrini Field Sports Lighting Replacement Replace sports lighting and poles at Pellegrini. 750,000$                      CPA Eligible/Other Funds TBD yes requesting state grant/ earmark

Parks
Crescent Street Project - Rehab and expand Ford 

Park

Rehabilitation and expansion of Ford Playground to include 

improvements to stormwater , accessibility, and overall park 

experience.

1,600,000$                  CPA Eligible TBD yes

Parks Chaffin Park Wall
Replacement of existing wall along perimeter of Chaffin Park 

(Vernon and Centre Streets).
200,000$                      CPA Eligible TBD yes

Parks Nahanton Park - Nature Center Accessibility

Renovation of  two existing parking areas and upgrades to  

pedestrian connection to Nature Center - Canoe and Kayak Rental 

Building.

150,000$                      Bonding/CPA Eligible TBD yes

Parks Cronin's Cove Stair replacement Reset granite stairs at Cronin's Cove 40,000$                        ? ASAP

Parks Farlow Pond Repair leak 200,000$                      ARPA/fundraising/State Spring 2024 Assement of pond leak in progress



Asset Category Project Title Project Description / Justification Est Cost in FY2023  Funding Source Anticipated Start Time Anticipated Completion CIP Notes

Schools Angier Elem.:  play surface subsurface erosion Repair sink hole with assistance from PBD, Utulities, DPW 5,000$                           Budget Summer 2023 Summer 2023

Schools Accessible playground surfacing Auburdale Cove, Davis Playground, Williams Elementary 142,000$                      ARPA Spring 2023 5/1/2023

Schools Gaga pits install gaga pits at 2 schools TBD Likely PTO fundraising Spring 2023 Fall 2023

Schools Countryside Elementary School Project Elementary school grounds : playing fields, courts, fields TBD Override Fall 2025 Summer 2027 yes

Schools Horace Mann Elementary School Project Elementary school grounds : playing fields, courts, fields TBD ARPA/ Free Cash/Bond Fall 2024 Summer 2026 yes

Schools Lincoln Eliot Elementary School Project Elementary school grounds : playing fields, courts, fields TBD Bonding Fall 2023 Summer 2025 yes

Schools Franklin Elementary School Project Elementary school grounds : playing fields, courts, fields TBD Override Ongoing w/ school projects TBD yes

Building City Auditorium at 150 Jackson Road

Renovate existing auditorium to create Indoor theater and musical 

arts performance venue with stage, backstage area, storage, 

seating, and rehearsal space.  Will be fully accessible.

3,000,000$                  Bonding/ARPA Planning in progress Summer 2025 yes

Building
Pellegrini Park Field House - Exterior 

Improvements

Envelope repairs, replace upper gym membrane roof with a new 

EPDM roof.
200,000$                      Other Funds Fall 2023 Spring 2024 yes

Building
Burr Park Field House - Building Envelope and 

Window Restoration (Waverley Ave. / Park St.)

Repair damaged exterior brick walls and trim. Remove entry landing 

stairs and railings and install new code-compliant landing, stairs and 

railings. Restore windows.

313,500$                      CPA Eligible TBD yes

Building
Newton Highlands Playground - Phase II Support 

Building
Construction of prefabricated restrooms and storage building. 300,000$                      Bonding/Other Funds/State Contract TBD yes

Building Emerson Community Center - Electrical Upgrades

Replace switchboard and increase service size to meet electrical 

demands.  Replace original overloaded electrical panels. Install 

emergency audiovisual horn strobes.

150,000$                      Bonding TBD yes

Building Feasibility Study for New Indoor Swimming Pool
A feasibility study to research issues and options for creation of a 

second City indoor swimming pool.
200,000$                      Bonding/Other Funds TBD yes

Building Auburndale Cove Fieldhouse - Building Upgrades
Project to fully upgrade existing building or replace with new 

structure.
1,000,000$                  Bonding TBD yes

Building Burr Park Field House - Accessibility/Site Upgrades

Accessibility upgrades to toilet rooms and fixtures, signage, drinking 

fountain, and door hardware.  Provide accessible path to entrance 

and an accessible parking space.

250,000$                      Bonding/CPA Eligible TBD yes

Building Kennard Estate Accessibility upgrades, gutters, plumbing/electrical. 500,000$                      Bonding/CPA Eligible TBD yes

Building Kennard Estates Site Improvements Install utilities, pave parking lot. 425,000$                      Bonding TBD yes working with neighbor/ shared driveway

Building Jeanette Curtis West Rec Ctr (The Hut) Address facility needs for multiple programs. 2,500,000$                  Bonding TBD yes

Building Crystal Lake Bathhouse - Renovate/Replace Renovate/Replace bathhouse and improve swim beach front. 5,000,000$                  CPA Eligible/Other Funds next 5 years yes

Building
Emerson Community Center - Accessibility 

Upgrades

Upgrade toilet rooms, install accessible door hardware and drinking 

fountains; Resurface main entrance ramp and install handrails.
250,000$                      Bonding TBD yes

Building Pellegrini Park Field House - Electrical Upgrades
Upgrade lighting and power distribution for energy efficiency. 

Provide protective cages over gym fixtures. Replace electric panels.
176,000$                      Bonding TBD yes

Schools

Building



Asset Category Project Title Project Description / Justification Est Cost in FY2023  Funding Source Anticipated Start Time Anticipated Completion CIP Notes

Building Jeanette Curtis West Rec Ctr (The Hut) Address facility needs for multiple programs. 2,500,000$                  Bonding TBD yes

Building Crystal Lake Bathhouse - Renovate/Replace Renovate/Replace bathhouse and improve swim beach front. 5,000,000$                  CPA Eligible/Other Funds next 5 years yes

Building
Emerson Community Center - Accessibility 

Upgrades

Upgrade toilet rooms, install accessible door hardware and drinking 

fountains; Resurface main entrance ramp and install handrails.
250,000$                      Bonding TBD yes

Building Pellegrini Park Field House - Electrical Upgrades
Upgrade lighting and power distribution for energy efficiency. 

Provide protective cages over gym fixtures. Replace electric panels.
176,000$                      Bonding TBD yes

Beautification New waste receptacles replace all big belly units with upgraded models contract Contracted services Summer 2023 Summer 2023

Dog Parks Off-Leash site feasibility studies Study potential sites: Lyons, Norumbega, Walker $0 Off-leash Revolv. fund ongoing

Miscellaneous

Building



Newton Highlands Playground, Newton

For additional questions and input please contact: athleticfields@newtonma.gov

For Presentation, Chat, recordings and meeting recordings, please go to www.newtonma.gov/fieldprojects

Questions and Discussion

Field marking Robot 
naming contest 
underway!

mailto:athleticfields@newtonma.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Ffieldprojects&data=04%7C01%7Clpdemorizi%40newtonma.gov%7C279640844b7d428f882608d9b8ba86bc%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637743933540909056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EfGEgzoLOFMwy%2FN%2BYmLd8m1iuwOEATF%2FcM%2Frr1xuNaw%3D&reserved=0


#155-23



EV Schedule Recommendation from Election 
Commission 4-0:

September Primary
#231-23

Early Voting Schedule:

Tuesday 9/5 8:30a-5:00p

Wednesday 9/6 9:00a-8:00p

*Early Voting will take place at City Hall

Early Voting must occur no sooner than 17 days before the election and end not 
later than 2 business days preceding election.



EV Schedule Recommendation from Election 
Commission 4-0:

November Municipal
#232-23

Early Voting Schedule:

Saturday 10/28 11:00a-5:00p

Sunday 10/29 11:00a-5:00p

Monday 10/30 8:30a-5:00p

Tuesday 10/31 9:00a-8:00p

Wednesday  11/1 8:30a-5:00p

*Early Voting will take place at City Hall

Early Voting must occur no sooner than 17 days before the election and end not 
later than 2 business days preceding election.



DATE DAY TIME DESCRIPTION LEGAL 

May 1, 2023 Monday 8:30am Nomination Papers available.  Mayor, Councilor-at-Large, Ward Councilor, 
and School Committee Member

July 25th, 2023 Tuesday 5:00 PM Deadline to submit Nomination Papers to the Election Commission MGL Ch. 53 § 7

August 8th, 2023 Tuesday 5:00 PM Deadline for the Election Commission to certify signatures on Nomination 
Papers with City Clerk. 

MGL Ch. 53 § 10

August 10th, 2023 Thursday 5:00 PM Last hour and day for Objections to and/or Withdrawal of Nomination 
Papers.  

MGL Ch. 55B § 7

August 10th, 2023 Thursday 5:15 PM Drawing for Ballot Positions for the City Preliminary Election.  Drawing to 
be held in the City Clerk’s Office.  

Charter 8-3(c)

**September 2nd, 2023 Saturday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to register to vote for the September 12, 2023 City 
Preliminary Election.  

MGL Ch. 51 § 26

**September 5th, 2023 Tuesday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to post the Notice for the September 12, 2023 City 
Preliminary Election

MGL Ch. 39 § 10

**September 5th, 2023 Tuesday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to apply for a vote by mail ballot for the September 12, 
2023 City Preliminary Election.

MGL Ch. 54 §§ 25b

**September 11, 2023 Monday 12:00 PM Last hour and day to make an appointment for an over-the-counter 
Absentee Ballot for the September 12, 2023 City Preliminary Election.  

MGL Ch. 54 § 89

**September 12, 2023 Tuesday 7:00 AM  – 8:00 PM CITY PRELIMINARY ELECTION



**September 18, 2023 Monday 5:00 PM Last day and hour for filing withdrawals of or 
objections to nominations made at the 
preliminary.  

MGL Ch. 43 § 44F

**September 18, 2023 Monday 5:15 PM Drawing for Ballot Positions for the Municipal 
Election.  Drawing to be held in the City Clerk’s 
Office.  

Charter 8-3(c)

October 28th, 2023 Saturday 8:00 PM Last hour and day to register to vote for the 
November 7th, 2023 Municipal Election.  

MGL Ch. 51 § 26

October 31st, 2023 Tuesday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to apply for a vote by mail 
ballot for the November 7th, 2023 Municipal 
Election

MGL Ch. 54 §§ 25b

** October 31st, 2023 Tuesday 5:00 PM Last hour and day to post the Notice for the  
November 7th, 2023 Municipal Election  

MGL Ch. 39 § 10

November 6, 2023 Monday 12:00 PM Last hour and day to make an appointment for an 
over-the-counter Absentee Ballot for the 
November 7th, 2023 Municipal Election.  

MGL Ch. 54 § 89

November 7, 2023 Tuesday 7:00 AM –
8:00 PM

MUNICIPAL ELECTION

January 20, 2023 Monday Deadline to file year end Campaign & Political 
Finance Forms.



Polling Location Change 
for Ward 2 Precinct 1

#234-23

From
Albemarle Field House

To
Scandinavian Living Center



#234-23 Request to move Ward 2, Precinct 1 Polling Location 

THE CITY CLERK is requesting that the Ward 2, Precinct 1 polling location, currently 
located at Albemarle Field House at 250 Albemarle Road, be temporarily relocated 

to Scandinavian Living Center at 206 Waltham Street, as Albemarle is under 
construction.

The Election Commission Voted 4-0 to recommend this change.



LOCATION



Construction Happening at Albemarle

According to the Planning Department, construction is slated to begin in August, but 
there is a potential that the project is delayed into September. 

Parking spots will be limited (as can be seen in the picture below). And during 
construction there will be temporary street closures.



Construction Happening at Albemarle (ctd)

Due to the potential for conflict with construction occurring on Election day, and 
with the potential of limited parking, it is suggested that 2-1 be moved to 

Scandinavian Living Center just for the September and November Elections this 
year. 



Any 
Questions?
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