
 

Public Facilities Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, June 21, 2023 

 
Present: Councilors Leary (Chair), Gentile, Crossley, Kelley, Norton, Kalis and Danberg 
 
Absent: Councilor Laredo 
 
City Staff: Josh Morse Commissioner of Public Buildings, Lou Taverna City Engineer, Andrew Lee 
Assistant City Solicitor, Eric Highers Environmental Engineer and Bill Ferguson Co-Director of 
Sustainability 
 
#237-23 Eversource petition for Grant of Location in Nevada Street    

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install 154’+ of conduit 
in a westerly direction from new pole #308/30 to the property at #323 Nevada 
Street. (Ward 1) 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 6-0 (Councilor Norton not voting) 
 
Note:  Joanna Callender, Eversource Representative joined the Committee to discuss the 
petition for a grant of location in Nevada Street. She noted that this project is to bringing 
electricity to a renovated home at #323 Nevada Street.  
 
The public hearing was opened and with no member of the public wishing to speak the public 
hearing was closed.  
 
Councilor Leary motioned to approve which passed 6-0 with Councilor Norton not voting. 
 
#211-23 Appointment of Jon K Slote to the Citizens Commission on Energy 
 PRESIDENT ALBRIGHT appointing Jon K Slote, 117 Garland Road, Newton Centre 

to the Citizens Commission on Energy for a term of office to expire June 5, 2026. 
(60 days: 08/04/23) 

Action: Public Facilities Approved 6-0 (Councilor Norton not voting) 
 
Note:  Jon K Slote joined the Committee to discuss his appointment to the Citizens 
Commission on Energy. Mr. Slote explained his experience in this field and his interest in the work 
that the Commission does. He explained he has been sitting in on commission meetings and 
working with the city’s Sustainability Team.  
 
Councilors thanked Mr. Slote for his willingness to serve.  
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Councilor Danberg motioned to approve which passed unanimously.  
 
#181-23 Appointment of Vincent McKay to the Sustainable Materials Management 

Commission 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Vincent McKay, 67 Canterbury Road, Newton 

02461 to the Sustainable Materials Management Commission for a term of office 
to expire June 12, 2026. (60 days: 07/14/23) 

Action: Public Facilities Approved 6-0 (Councilor Norton not voting) 
 
Note:  Vincent McKay joined the Committee to discuss his appointment to the 
Sustainable Materials Management Commission. He noted his experience in the field and his 
interest in the work that the commission does.  
 
Councilors thanked Mr. McKay for his willingness to serve.  
 
Councilor Crossley motioned to approve which passed unanimously.  
 

 Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees  
#217-23 Appropriate $1,000,000 for Wash Bay Project at the Crafts Street yard 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the 

sum of one million dollars ($1,000,000) from both the Sewer and Water funds to 
complete the Wash Bay Project at the Crafts Street yard. The total project cost will 
be $1,500,000 which includes the $500,000 that the City Council approved in 
2018. 

Action: Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Councilor Norton and Kelley not voting) 
 
Note:  Josh Morse, Commissioner of Public Buildings presented the request to 
appropriate and expend the sum of one million dollars from both the Sewer and Water funds to 
complete the Wash Bay Project at the Crafts Street yard. Commissioner Morse explained that 
this project has added to the CIP in 2014. The scope of work has increased since that time. The 
stormwater feed, sewage feed and the electrical services to the building need to be replaced. 
The project was paused during Covid and now was recently put out to bid for $1. 5 million. He 
noted that since Covid a lot of materials have increased in price which does add to the cost along 
with the expanded scope of the project. 
 
Commissioner Morse provided the attached image of the Wash Bay at the Crafts Street yard.  
 
It was questioned where the additional $1 million dollars is coming from and does this include 
the $200,000 in contingency.  
 
Commissioner Morse explained that the million dollars will be split between the water and sewer 
accounts and this does include the contingency.  
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Councilor Danberg motioned to approve which passed 5-0 with Councilor Kelley and Norton not 
voting.   
 
#218-23 Request for temporary construction easements  
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting the approval of the taking of temporary 

construction easements for the Commonwealth Avenue Carriageway construction 
project in Auburndale.  

Action: Public Facilities Approved Subject to Second Call 4-0-1 (Councilor Norton and 
Kelley not voting and Councilor Gentile abstaining) 

 
Note:  Lou Taverna, City Engineer and Andrew Lee, Assistant City Solicitor joined the 
Committee to discuss the request to approve the taking of temporary construction easements 
for the Commonwealth Avenue Carriageway construction project in Auburndale. Mr. Taverna 
explained that this is the City’s project from the Marriot Hotel to Higgins Avenue which is 
connected to the MassDOT bridge/intersection project. MassDOT requires that the City takes 
these easements for 3 years. The easements need to be in place before construction begins. 
There are approximately 18 properties effected by this and the easements are approximately 1 
to 2 feet wide. It was noted that the abutters have all been notified of the taking of the easements 
and tonight’s meeting.  
 
Mr. Taverna explained that this project is time sensitivity because the project cannot start 
without these easements and this is holding it from going out to bid.  
 
Councilors asked the following questions:  
 
Q: Why was this not discussed when the Commonwealth Carriageway project was first brought 
to the City Council?  
 
A: It was noted that this is a question for the Planning Department.  
 
Q: Are the abutters compensated for the easement?  
 
A: Atty. Lee explained it is a federal requirement that the abutters are offered compensation 
based on the City’s appraisal. He noted that to his knowledge the City has not done a federal 
project that requires takings. 
 
Q: Who conducted the appraisals? 
 
A: Mr. Taverna explained that the appraisals were done by NA Appraisers who were a sub 
consultant to Howard Stein Hudson, who is working on the MassDOT project.  
 
Q: What will these easements be used for? 
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A: Mr. Taverna explained that the contractor will need to occupy these slivers of land to be able 
to construct the sidewalks.  
 
Q: Have there been other projects that the City has taken federal funding that would have 
required Newton to do this?  
 
A: Atty. Lee explained in the early 2010s there was a project like this but it only involved city 
property, so easements were not necessary.  
 
Councilors made the following comments:  
 
A councilor noted that he would like to have more information on how much the appraisals costs 
and what the payments would be to each homeowner. Mr. Taverna explained that it would be 
approximately $229,000 for all 18 properties. It was also noted that the City does not usually 
compensate abutters when work is happening in front of their property. It was also requested 
that the Council receives an up-to-date timeline on when the project will begin.  
 
After the conclusion of the meeting Atty. Lee explained that the appraisal cost $39,500 and the 
easement plan costs $14,500.  
 
Additionally, after the conclusion of the meeting the Chief Operating Officer explained that the 
appraisal was paid through the City’s operating budget and the compensation for the abutters 
will be paid through ARPA funds.  
 
Councilors discussed approving this item subject to second call, so that all outstanding questions 
can be answered.  
 
Councilor Crossley motioned to approve subject to second call which passed 4-0-1 with 
Councilors Kelley and Norton not voting and Councilor Gentile abstaining.  
 
#180-23 Discussion regarding the Stormwater Ordinance  

COUNCILORS NORTON, LEARY, AND LAREDO requesting a discussion regarding the 
new stormwater ordinance and how the provisions are being enforced which were 
not finalized when the City Council approved the law, rather the Public Facilities 
Committee requested that the City Engineer come back to the Committee in a 
year and provide details on how the new ordinance would be enforced.  

Action:  Public Facilities Held 6-0 (Councilor Kelley not voting) 
 
Note:  Lou Taverna, City Engineer and Eric Highers, Environmental Engineer joined the 
Committee to discuss an update on the implementation of the Stormwater Ordinance. Mr. 
Taverna explained that the purpose of ordinance was to comply with Newton’s NEPDES MS4 
permits, establish stormwater rules and regulations, support phosphorous load reduction 
targets, maintain safety, codifying an existence policy and ensure that new/existing development 
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control and treat stormwater runoff before it leaves private property. This stormwater ordinance 
created a permit process that does have a fee based on the type of project.  
 
This was implemented at the end of June 2022. There have been 96 major permits issued for a 
revenue of $2,800. There have been 22 minor permits issued for a revenue of $2,200. The goal 
for 2023 is to work on a phosphorus reduction plan as a part of the NEPES permit. There are 
several projects in the CIP that will involve phosphorus reduction. In the last year they have 
completed the library parking lot, Crafts/ Walnut intersection project and the Pearl Street parking 
lot will be worked on this summer. It was also noted that they will be meeting with the 
Stormwater Working Group.  
 
Councilors asked the following questions:  
 
Q: What are the challenges with meeting the targets? 
 
A: Mr. Taverna explained that they are working on their own schedule because the current 
timelines are a challenge. This is a challenge that many communities are working on in the state.  
 
Q: Are there any federal funds available to help with the reduction costs?  
 
A: Mr. Taverna explained that there are grants that the consulting engineers are pursuing. These 
are competitive grants.  
 
Q: How is the ordinance being enforced? 
 
A: Mr. Taverna explained that with each permit they are required to submit an operation and 
maintenance plan. The owner should be updating these records to close out their stormwater 
process with the City. The City does remind the owner or developer that these records need to 
be submitted.  It will be more structured as this permit moves forwards.  
 
Q: A councilor asked for an update on the City Hall Pond sediment removal project?  
 
A: Mr. Taverna explained that they are going out to bid for that project but it is extremely 
expensive. He noted that these ponds are meant to collect sediment that goes into the catch 
basin before it goes into Bullough’s Pond. The sediment needs to be removed every 10 years.  
 
Councilors made the following comments:  
 
Councilors requested a copy of the annual report for phosphorus control that is due on 
September 30th.  
 
Councilor Norton motioned to hold which passed 6-0 with Councilor Kelley not voting.  
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Referred to Zoning & Planning and Public Facilities Committees 

#48-22  Requesting an update on the status of implementing the Climate Action Plan 
PUBLIC FACILITIES and ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEES requesting an update 
from the Sustainability Team and appropriate staff on the status of 
implementing Climate Action Plan measures, expanding municipal energy 
efficiency and renewable energy programs as follows:   
Newton Power Choice participation rates, municipal power purchasing contracts 
for gas and electricity; Solar Power Purchase Agreement including operational and 
PV installations under construction, municipal energy consumption (DOER 
report) Green Communities grant funded efficiency projects to date, Energy 
Coach/ "4 our Future" program and zoning ordinances both to increase building 
energy efficiency/renewables in the private sector and foster sustainable 
development patterns. (formerly #324-21) 

  Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 (Councilor Albright not voting) on 10/11/22 
Action:  Public Facilities Held 6-0 (Councilor Kelley not voting) 
 
Note:  Bill Ferguson, Co-director of Sustainability joined the committee to give an update 
on municipal clean energy, energy efficiency and solar projects. Mr. Ferguson provided the 
attached presentation. The presentation went through the electricity use and natural gas use at 
a number of different city properties, along with the solar projects.  
 
Councilors asked the following questions: 
 
Q: Is the electricity use costing the city more or less money than fossil fuels would?  
 
A: Mr. Ferguson explained energy costs have changed over the past few years but using the 
numbers from 2 years ago it costs slightly less with the electricity than to remain with fossil fuels.  
 
Q: How many total electric vehicle chargers are there in Newton? 
 
A: Mr. Ferguson explained that he has seen 19 installed within the projects he has done. The 
Planning Department has also been apart of installing 6 chargers.  
 
Q: When is the start date for the Pleasant Street Solar project?  
 
A: Mr. Ferguson explained that there are at the beginning of this project with Ameresco. They 
believe they will be able to start construction in the next calendar year. 
 
Q: Regarding the EV chargers, is there data on how much gas the city is using for municipal 
vehicles and the cost? 
 
A: Mr. Ferguson explained that he will try to look into making this into some type of report.  
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Q: Why is there an increase in electricity use at the Albemarle Library?  
 
A: Mr. Ferguson explained that is because they have removed fossil fuels from this property and 
are now using heat pumps.  
 
Q: What is the new system for the Newton Free Library?  
 
A: Mr. Ferguson explained that he believes it is a reverse chiller but he is meeting with the 
consultant to further review the project.  
 
Q: Is there a timeframe for when the Phase 3 solar projects will be up and running?  
 
A: Ameresco has explained that they will start construction next year and once this begins the 
construction does not take a much time. There is also still a supply-chain issue and connecting 
the solar panels to electricity.   
 
Councilors thanked Mr. Ferguson for this work.  
 
Councilor motioned to hold which passed 6-0 with Councilor Kelley not voting.  
 
The Committee Adjourned at 10:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Alison Leary, Chair   
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#218-23 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

, 2023 

ORDER OF TAKING 

TEMPORARY EASEMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the City Council of the City of Newton, the public necessity and 
convenience require that the City of Newton acquire temporary easements forthwith for the 
purposes of performing the work necessary to rehabilitate and reconstruct Commonwealth 
Avenue and the Carriage Way, it is therefore, 

ORDERED: that Temporary Easements be and are hereby taken over through and under, including 
the rights of ingress and egress, the areas shown as Parcels TE-1,  TE-2, TE-3, TE-4, TE-25, TE-6, TE-
24, TE-23, TE-8, TE-9, TE-11, TE-12, TE-13, TE-16, TE-17, TE-19, TE-22 (collectively the “Temporary 
Easement Area”), on a plan of land titled “Easement Plan, Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, Mass, 
Middlesex County (Middlesex County Registry), Showing Location of Temporary Easements” dated 
April 7, 2023 and recorded with the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds herewith.  

 The above described Temporary Easements are taken and to be used for the purpose of allowing 
the City and its authorized agents, servants, employees and contractors to enter upon the 
Temporary Easement Area in connection with the reconstruction and rehabilitation of 
Commonwealth Avenue and the Carriage Way for the purpose of locating, constructing, installing, 
placing and inspecting improvements thereof, including but not limited to the operation and 
storage of equipment, and otherwise performing construction work related to the reconstruction 
and rehabilitation of Commonwealth Avenue and the Carriage Way.  

The term of the Temporary Easements shall commence upon the date this Order is recorded with 
the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds and shall expire upon the earlier of the completion of the 
City of Newton’s reconstruction and rehabilitation project for Commonwealth Avenue and the 
Carriage Way or three years from the date of recording of this Order. Upon the expiration of these 
Temporary Easements, all rights of the City under this Temporary Easement shall terminate. The 
City shall leave the Temporary Easement Area in substantially the same condition that it was at the 
commencement of these Temporary Easements.  

The following are the names of the owners and mortgagees of parcels over which an easement is taken 
for the purposes described hereinabove so far as known to the Council. 

The references to the parcels are as they appear in the records of the Middlesex South District Registry 
of Deeds.  

218-23



OWNER/PROPERTY 
ADDRESS 

TITLE REFERENCE APPROXIMATE 
EASEMENT AREA 

AWARD 

CHSP NEWTON LLC 
2135 Commonwealth 
Avenue 

Book 55107, Page 408 Parcel TE-1 
1,225 sq/ft 

$8,700 

The Twenty Three 
Hundred Trust 

Book 12908, Page 562 Parcel TE-2 
1,129 sq/ft 

$8,300 

Chatham Properties, LLC Book 30600, Page 5 Parcel TE-3 
1,156 sq/ft 

$11,000 

Maureen A. Codyer and 
Paul M. Codyer 

Book 54641, Page 429 Parcel TE-4 
1,024 sq/ft 

$37,300 

Douglas Harrison and 
Allison Page 

Mortgagee: 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
nominee of Quicken 
Loans, LLC 

Book 77379, Page 166 

Book 77379, Page 172 

Parcel TE-25 
197 sq/ft 

5,400 

Chatham Village 
Condominium 

Book 13819, Page 49 Parcel TE-6 
563 sq/ft 
Parcel TE-24 
294 sq/ft 

$3,600 

Whynot Properties Trust 

Mortgagees: 
The Federal Savings Bank 

Newton South Cooperative 
Bank 

Wellesley Cooperative 
Bank 

Book 12982, Page 158 

Book 27449, Page 463 

Book 33718, Page 228 
Book 34533, Page 514 

Book 51970, Page 487 

Parcel TE-23 
342 sq/ft 

$14,100 
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Peter H. Goddard and 
Natasha Fadilla-Goddard 
 
Mortgagees: 
Newrez LLC d/b/a 
Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing 
 
US Alliance Federal Credit 
Union 
 
RBS Citizens 
 
 
 

 Book 47745, Page 71 
 
 
 
Book 79359, Page 545 
 
 
 
 
Book 62082, Page 119 
 
 
Book 64273, Page 183 
Book 68247, Page 297 

Parcel TE-8 
1,018 sq/ft 

$30,100 

2234-2236 
Commonwealth Avenue 
Condominium 
 

 Book 50177, Page 131 Parcel TE-9 
484 sq/ft 

$25,300 

Lyons Park Condominium 
 
 

 Book 16787, Page 282   Parcel TE-11 
509 sq/ft 

$13,900 

Kruszewski Realty Trust 
 
Mortgagees: 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
nominee of Finance of 
America Reverse, LLC 
 
USA Housing and Urban 
Development 
 

 Book 76525, Page 338 
 
 
Book 75652, Page 412 
 
 
 
 
Book 75652, Page 412 
Book 75652, Page 430 

Parcel TE-12 
477 sq/ft 

$8,400 

2202 Commonwealth 
Avenue, LLC 
 
Mortgagee: 
Bluestone Bank 
 

 Book 80918, Page 376 
 
 
 
Book 80918, Page 381 

Parcel TE-13 
718 sq/ft 

$11,000 

Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Boston 
 
 

 Book 4512, Page 561 
Book 5751, Page 449 
Book 6498, Page 205 

Parcel TE-16 
823 sq/ft 

$14,000 
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2158-2160 
Commonwealth Avenue 
Condominium 
 

 Book 66978, Page 416 
Book 67076, Page 352 

Parcel TE-17 
670 sq/ft 

$23,200 

Nicholas Ventouris and 
Angelina Ventouris 
 
Mortgagees: 
Brookline Bank 
 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
nominee of Bluestone 
Bank 
 

 Book 66628, Page 562 
 
 
 
Book 73412, Page 122 
 
Book 77358, Page 131 

Parcel TE-19 
142 sq/ft 

$1,400 

Bruce Kwong and Helen 
Chan Kwong 
 
Mortgagees:  
First Federal Bank 
 
Direct Federal Credit Union 
 

 Book 35319, Page 363 
 
 
 
Book 61699, Page 140 
 
Book 63763, Page 165 

Parcel TE-22 
649 sq/ft 

$13,900 

 

The monetary damages which are awarded to the respective owners of the parcels on which the 
Temporary Easements have been taken for the purposes described herein are set forth above.  

There shall be no betterment assessments to the abutters.  

The trees upon and the structures affixed to said parcels are not taken.  
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