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Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton Centre, MA 02459

Dear Councilors:

I respectfully submit a docket item to your Honorable City Council requesting authorization
to appropriate and expend $200,000 from the Public, Educational and Government (PEG)
Access and Cable Related Fund (the “F und”) to the Newton Communications Access Center,
Inc. (“NewTV™).

The single payment of $200,000 from the Fund to NewTV will allow the station to balance
their FY24 budget with level staffing, cover payments for fixed expenses, maintain a high
level of overall service, and provide governmental services including meeting coverage.

The City of Newton derives revenues from franchise fees and capital payments made by
Comcast, RCN and Verizon. These are allocated between the City and NewTV pursuant to a
grant agreement between the City, acting through its Mayor as cable license Issuing Authority
(the “City”) and NewTV dated July 23, 2018. NewTV receives eighty percent (80%) of these
franchise fee revenues and forty percent (40%) of these capital payments.

On July 11, 2017, the City accepted G.L.c. 44, §53F%, which established a separate revenue
fund known as the PEG Access and Cable Related Fund (the “Fund”). Monies in the Fund are
derived solely from the City’s portions of franchise fee and capital payments made by the
three cable operators in accordance with their franchise agreements. By statute, monies in the
Fund shall only be appropriated for cable-related purposes consistent with the franchise
agreements, including but not limited to (i) support of public, educational or governmental

. access cable television services; (ii) monitoring compliance of the cable operators with their
franchise agreements; or (iii) preparing for renewal of the franchise agreements.

The Fund currently has a balance of more than $900,000. The City is in close contact with

- NewTV as the PEG revenues are diminishing with fewer households using cable. Together
we are preparing for a “soft landing” as the revenues decrease. The $200,000 in this docket
item is consistent with the use of PEG Funds to support public, educational, and governmental
access cable television services and this financial strategy.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

’?ﬂ‘m '&"wk\.&f

Ruthanne Fuller‘
Mayor



Perry Rogenfield

From: Bob Kelly <bobk@newtv.org>

Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2023 6:28 PM

To: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller

Cc: Maureen Lemieux; Susan Albright; Jonathan Yeo; Perry Rosenfield
Subject: Revised request C

[DO NOT OPEN ‘Iinks/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Honorable Mayor Fuller,

. On behalf of Newton Communications Access Center, Inc. (DBA NewTV), we respectfully request a $200,000.00
grant/allocation from the PEG Enterprise Fund to replace lost cable related PEG funding to sustain our operation for
FY24. The grant request represents the loss of PEG support due to an additional 1,423 cable subscribers jumping to
streaming video services.

Below is a worksheet graphic illustrating the negative impact cable television cord cutting has had on NewTV over the
past few years and what is projected to occur in FY24. The FY24 anticipated cable subscriber counts, average cable bill

‘per operator and associated PEG revenues earmarked for NewTV are shown in red.

We hope our request for PEG suppbrt will be met favorably by you and the City Council as it was last year and the
year before.

Respectfully,

Robert S. Kelly
Executive Director
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