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January 10, 2021

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

Honorable City Councilors:

I respectfully submit this docket item to this Honorable Council requesting the authorization to
accept and expend the MassDEP Recycling Dividends grant funds in the amount of $68,000
which will be used for the City’s waste diversion efforts. These funds will be used for grant-
eligible recycling services at the Resource Recovery Center, equipment to improve the City’s

recycling and composting infrastructure, educational materials, and outreach activities.

Please see the attached memo from Director of Sustainable Materials Management Waneta
Trabert including the state grant agreement.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

CQinceralys

Mayor Ruthanne Fuller
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City of Newton DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS MANAGEMENT DIVISION
Ruthanne Fuller 1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Mayor Newton Centre, MA 02459-1449

January 10, 2022

To:  Mayor Ruthanne Fuller
Jonathan Yeo, COO
Maureen Lemieux, CFO

From: Waneta Trabert, Newton DPW

Dear Mayor Fuller,

I write to request that the Honorable Council docket for consideration a request to accept the
MassDEP Recycling Dividends grant funds in the amount of $68,000 which will be used for the
City’s waste diversion efforts. These funds will be used for grant-eligible recycling services at
the Resource Recovery Center, equipment to improve the City’s recycling and composting
infrastructure, educational materials, and outreach activities.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
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Waneta Trabert

Director of Sustainable Materials Management
Newton DPW

Cc: DPW Commissioner, Jim McGonagle; DPW Deputy Commissioner, Shawna Sullivan; DPW
Finance Director, Kelley Cadman

Telephone: (617) 796-1000 + Fax: (617) 796-1050 * recycling@newtonma.gov
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RECYCLING DIVIDEND PROGRAM CONTRACT (“RDP Contract”)
BETWEEN THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (“MassDEP”)
AND THE City of Newton (“Municipality”)

Pursuant to the Green Communities Act, relevant provisions of which are codified at M.G.L. c. 25A, Section
11F(d) and the regulations promulgated thereunder at 310 CMR 19.300 and in support of the Massachusetts
Solid Waste Master Plan developed pursuant to M.G.L. c. 16, Section 21, MassDEP has awarded the
Municipality a Sustainable Materials Recovery Program grant under the Recycling Dividends Program
(“RDP”). The Municipality has earned a payment of $68,000.

The Recycling Dividends Program provides payments to municipalities that have implemented specific
programs and policies proven to maximize reuse, recycling and waste reduction. Municipalities receive
payments according to the number of criteria points their program earns based on the 2021 Grant Guidelines
and number of residents served as described below. RDP provides an incentive for municipalities to
improve their recycling programs by implementing best practices and rewards communities with model
recycling and waste reduction programs.

Duration: The term of this Contract shall be in effect until the municipality has expended all RDP funds
and reported to MassDEP on use of funds.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE MUNICIPALITY

1. Authority: The Signatory of this RDP Contract is authorized by the governing body of the Municipality
to enter into this Contract on behalf of the Municipality and apply for and accept funds on behalf of the
Municipality.

2. Commonwealth Terms and Conditions: The Municipality shall comply with the Commonwealth Terms
and Conditions and other requirements set forth in the Municipality’s executed Master Agreement.

3. Failure to Comply: If, in the judgment of MassDEP, the Municipality fails to comply with any of its
responsibilities identified in this Contract, then, at the election of MassDEP, (a) the Municipality shall
repay the RDP funds to MassDEP within 90 days; and/or (b) title to all materials purchased with the
RDP funds immediately and without any further steps shall be transferred to MassDEP; and/or (c)
MassDEP may find the Municipality not eligible to seek another Sustainable Materials Recovery
Program Grant for up to three years. MassDEP may provide written notice to the Municipality of any
such failure to comply. Such notice may provide a time period and manner for the Municipality to cease
or remedy the failure. Such notice from MassDEP of any such failure by the Municipality is not a
precondition to MassDEP’s right to select options (a), (b), and/or (¢) above. The Municipality shall
follow the instructions of MassDEP regarding possession of the materials purchased with RDP funds.
The Parties hereby agree to execute any and all documents necessary to accomplish said transfer.
Furthermore, the Municipality shall transfer or arrange to transfer actual possession of said materials to
an authorized representative of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or its designee.

4. Recycling in Practice: The Municipality has established paper, bottle and can recycling in all municipal
buildings, offices and meeting spaces, including schools. The Municipality shall continue such paper,
bottle and can recycling during the term of the RDP Contract.

5. Notification of Buy Recycled Policy: The Grantee has established a written policy which promotes a
preference for the purchase of recycled products in lieu of non-recycled products and distributes an
annual notification of the Buy Recycled Policy, ordinance or by-law to all staff, department heads and
employees with purchasing authority. This notice should be sent from the Mayor, Board of Selectmen,
Town Manager, Town Administrator, or Chief Purchasing or Procurement Officer; and should include
specific language encouraging the purchase of recycled products as it supports municipal recycling
collection programs, recycling markets, and supports closed loop recycling. The Grantee shall continue
to send an annual notification during the term of the Grant
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13. RDP Payment Calculation:

The Municipality’s payment has been calculated as follows:

(Value of each point) x (Total RDP Points)

a. Solid Waste Program 2

b. Organics 2

c. Bulky Items 2

d. ReUse Points 1

e. Yard Waste 2

f. Household Hazardous Waste 2

g. Center for Hard to Recycle Materials 2

h. Comprehensive Hauler Regulation Adopted 0

i. Enforced Residential Curbside Recycling 1

j.  Outreach and Education 1

k. Recycling Center Access 1

L. Textile 1
TOTAL RDP POINTS 17
VALUE OF EACH POINT $4,000
RDP PAYMENT AMOUNT $68,000
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, MassDEP and the Municipality hereby execute this Contract.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

By:

John Fischer, Deputy Division Director
Bureau of Air and Waste
Department of Environmental Protection

City of Newton
VC6000192120

By:

(Date)

(Signature and Title)

(Print Name)

(Date)
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