
 
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons requiring assistance. If you need a special accommodation, please contact 
the Newton ADA Coordinator, Joel Reider, at least two days in advance of the meeting: 
jreider@newtonma.gov . or 617-796-1145. For Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2014 
 
7 PM 
Room 222 
 
Chairman’s Note:  The Committee will meet jointly with the Public Facilities Committee to 
discuss Docket Items #40-14, #38-14, and #39-14. 
 
ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED: 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#40-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one 

million three hundred eight thousand four hundred ninety-three dollars from the 
Operating Sewer Reserve Fund to the following projects: 

 
 Project Area 2 Design for the Auburndale, Lower Falls, and $181,500 
 West Newton areas, and 
 Project Areas 3 & 4 inspection and assessment for the Lower $1,126,993 
 Falls, Newton Centre, Newtonville, and Chestnut Hill areas.   
 [01/27/14 @ 12:53 PM] 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#38-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of two 

hundred seventy-five thousand dollars ($275,000) from Budget Reserve for Snow 
and Ice Removal to the Public Works Department.  [01/27/14 @ 12:53 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#39-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) from the Stormwater Surplus Fund to 
conduct an assessment of the City’s stormwater system and to develop a 
stormwater Infrastructure Improvement Plan.  [01/27/14 @ 12:53 PM] 

 
#37-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to settle a legal claim and 

transfer the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) from the Liability Self 
Insurance Fund to the Law Department Judgment and Settlements Account for the 
purpose of repairing the basement of property on Union Street damaged by the 
City.  [01/27/14 @12:54 PM]  
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#35-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of forty 
thousand dollars ($40,000) from accrued saving in the Executive Department’s 
Salary Accounts to fund the remainder of the design of the Manet Road 
Emergency Communications Facility including site modifications and tower 
optimization.  01/27/14 @12:53 PM] 

 
#36-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 

sixteen thousand nine hundred eighteen dollars and seventy-eight cents 
($16,918.78) from Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Reserve for the settlement of a loss of 
function and disfigurement claim.  [01/29/14 @ 11:42 AM] 

 
#432-13 COMPTROLLER requesting that the Board of Aldermen select a qualified public 

accounting firm to complete the City's annual financial audit for Fiscal years 2014 
to 2018.  [12-04-13 @ 10:42 AM] 

 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#32-14 JAMES E. SHAUGHNESSY, 12 Northgate Road, Chelmsford, re-appointed to 

the City of Newton Board of Assessors for a term to expire February 1, 2017.  (60 
days - 04/14/14) [01/22/14 @ 12:45 PM]  

 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#33-14 ELIZABETH DROMEY, 15 Horace Road, Belmont, re-appointed to the BOARD 

OF ASSESSORS for a term expiring on February 1, 2016.  (60 days - 04/14/14) 
[01/22/14 @ 12:45 PM]  

 
ITEMS NOT TO BE DISCUSSED: 

REFERRED TO LAND USE AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#79-12(2) COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the 

appropriation of nine hundred ten thousand one hundred seventy-nine dollars 
($910,179) from the Community Preservation Fund to the Planning & 
Development Department for a grant to Myrtle Village, LLC, to create 7 units of 
permanently affordable rental housing at 12 and 18-20 Curve Street, West 
Newton, as described in the proposal submitted in August – October 2013.  
[11/06/13 @ 4:08 PM] 

 LAND USE APPROVED 7-0 on 02-04-14 
 
#34-14 ALD. FULLER requesting a discussion with the Executive Office regarding the 

current status and challenges related to the City of Newton pension and retiree 
healthcare (OPEB) systems.  [01/11/14 @ 5:22 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#403-13 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY15-FY19 Capital Improvement 
Plan and Long Range Projection pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City 
Charter.  [10/21/13 @ 9:59 AM]  
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 REFERRED TO FINANCE AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE 
#402-13 ALD. FULLER, GENTILE, RICE and LINSKY requesting a Home Rule Petition 

to amend Article 9 of the Charter to clarify that Neighborhood Area Councils 
shall maintain and control their own financial accounts and records, independent 
of City finances; and to further clarify that such independent financial accounts 
and records shall remain subject to City audit.  [10/28/13 @ 10:18 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#288-13 PUBLIC FACILITIES & FINANCE COMMITTEES requesting that the 
Administration update the Board of Aldermen when a funding source is 
determined for the Zervas Elementary School Feasibility Study.  [07-11-13 @ 
10:10 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#41-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SALVUCCI requesting a discussion with the 
administration to review how the city inventories, plans for, budgets and accounts 
for needed smaller capital expenditures (currently set at under $75,000), which 
are excluded from the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); how to make these non-
CIP capital maintenance items visible, and how to integrate them with the overall 
planning, CIP, and budgeting processes.  [01/14/13 @ 5:02 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING, LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#273-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & HESS-MAHAN requesting a restructuring and increase in 
fees for permits charged by the Inspectional Services Department and fees 
charged by the Planning Department and City Clerk to assure that fees are both 
sufficient to fund related services provided and simple to administer. 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 
Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FAC., ZAP, AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#256-12 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, SANGIOLO & SWISTON proposing and ordinance 
promoting economic development and the mobile food truck industry in the City of 
Newton. [08/06/12 @4:46 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#254-12 (3) PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing an ordinance to require a 

fee, charged to consumers, for the use of paper bags at certain retail 
establishments in the City of Newton. [01/10/14 @ 3:36 pm] 

 
#248-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that ARTICLE IV. 

PURCHASES AND CONTRACTS, Secs. 2-182 through 2-205, be amended to 
make it consistent with state law. 

 
#247-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Chapter 18 MEMORIAL 

FUNDS AND TRUSTS be reviewed relative to the consequences and practices of 
special legislation passed by the General Court in 2007, Chapter 75 of the Acts of 
2007, in which the City sought and was granted an exemption from G.L. Chapter 
44 §54, which intent was to allow the City greater flexibility in terms of 
investments.  

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#185-12 ALD. BAKER, BLAZAR, SANGIOLO, LINSKY, ALBRIGHT & DANBERG 

requesting that the Board of Aldermen adopt a RESOLUTION to His Honor the 
Mayor asking that, when the Mayor seeks future Board approval for bonding the 
cost of additional capital facilities or equipment for the schools, he include in that 
funding request, as well as in the city-wide Capital Improvement Plan, the 
estimated costs needed for funding the capital technology needs of the Newton 
Schools, including the appropriate portions of the estimated project costs of the 
School Committee's three-year district-wide technology plan not anticipated to be 
funded by the Information Technology Department budget; the anticipated 
technology grants from Boston College for the elementary schools; and/or 
estimated revenue from the E-rate Technology Reimbursement Program.   

 PROGRAMS & SERVICES APPROVED 6-0 on 07/11/12 
 

REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 
#102-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON, COMMISSIONER LOJEK, AND 

CANDACE HAVENS requesting an amendment to Chapter 17 to establish a fee 
for filing a notice of condo conversion. [03-29-11 @ 4:55PM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 
 

REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 
#95-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN proposing an ordinance requiring that a notice of 

conversion to condominium ownership be filed with the Inspectional Services 
Department and that the property be inspected to determine compliance with all 
applicable provisions of the state and local codes, ordinances and the rules and 
regulations of all appropriate regulatory agencies.  [03-24-11 @ 9:30AM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 
 
#41-11(2) ALD. CICCONE requesting implementation of the fees associated with the 

Winter Overnight Parking Pilot Program.  [09/19/13 @ 3:49 PM] 
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REFERRED TO LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#276-10 ALD. FULLER, CROSSLEY, DANBERG, LINSKY requesting a review of 
guidelines for mitigation fund provisions to maximize the use of such funds on 
behalf of the city together with mechanisms by which the city can better track 
such funds to ensure they are used in a timely fashion. 

 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Leonard J. Gentile, Chairman 
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FINANCIAL AUDIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

AND  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

REPORT  

 

Monday, January 27, 2014 at 4:00 PM 

 

Financial Audit Advisory Committee Members Present:  Ald. Fuller (Chairman), Ald. Gentile, 

Ald. Danberg, Gail Deegan, and Howard Merkowitz 

 

Finance Committee Members Present:  Ald. Gentile (Chairman), Norton, Salvucci, Rice, Blazar, 

Fuller and Lappin; absent:  Ald.  Ciccone 

 

Also present:  David Wilkinson (Comptroller), Sue Dzikowski (Director of Finance; School 

Department), Maureen Lemieux, Ann Cornaro 

 

 

The Financial Audit Advisory Committee met jointly with the Finance Committee to interview 

the following three certified public accounting firms for the City of Newton’s external auditor: 

 

  Melanson, Heath & Company 

  Powers & Sullivan, LLC 

  Clifton, Larson, Allen, LLC 

 

 The Financial Audit Advisory Committee is responsible for making a recommendation to 

the Finance Committee on the appointment of a firm for the external audit.  Therefore, at the 

conclusion of the interviews, the members of the Financial Audit Advisory Committee discussed 

the proposals, the interviews, and the pricing.  Both the Comptroller and Chair of the Financial 

Audit Advisory Committee will provide written ranking sheets for the interviews, pricing, and 

written proposals for each firm.  The prices for the firms were very close when equalized for the 

same number of major programs and would not be a deciding factor in the recommendation.   

 

 The members of the Committee unanimously agreed that Clifton, Larson, Allen, LLC 

(CLA) should be the firm that is recommended to the Finance Committee.  The City’s current 

auditors, Sullivan, Rogers & Company, LLC, recently merged with Clifton, Larson, Allen, LLC 

(CLA).  CLA is a national firm that will be providing webinars, training, and education on the 

Government Accounting Standards Board requirements for governmental audits to their staff and 

clients, which Committee members viewed as a benefit.  The firm’s presentation and interview 

displayed a thorough understanding of Newton’s needs and the partners and management staff 

interacted effectively with members of both Committees during the interview.  In addition, if 

CLA is selected, the firm is proposing to rotate the managing partner in order to provide a fresh 

pair of eyes for the next audit while the City would still have the historical knowledge within the 

auditing firm.  Gail Deegan reported to the Committee that it is required in the private sector that 

partners be rotated five years; however, this requirement does not apply to municipalities.  There 
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was a small concern that CLA did not provide any suggestions on how the City could improve its 

audit process.  However, the benefits of choosing CLA far outweighed the minor concern.   

 

 The Financial Audit Advisory Committee voted unanimously to recommend Clifton, 

Larson, Allen, LLC as the external auditor for the City of Newton.   

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Ruthanne Fuller, Chair of the Financial Audit 

 Advisory Committee 

 Leonard J. Gentile, Chair of the Finance Committee 
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