
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations  
will be provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation,  
please contact John Lojek, at least two days in advance of the meeting: jlojek@newtonma.gov,  
or 617-796-1064.  For Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 2014 
 

7:00 PM 
Room 222 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
Note:  The Committee will meet jointly with the Public Facilities Committee to discuss 
Docket Items #205-14, #206-14, #207-14, 203-14, 204-14 and #138-13(3).   
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#205-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to use up to one million one 

hundred thousand dollars ($1,100,000) in sewer operating reserve funds to 
implement the construction of the Project Area 2 portion of the sewer 
improvements as outlined in the Water/Sewer Strategic Plan.  [05/12/14 @ 4:49 
PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#206-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to borrow up to one million 
two hundred sixty-two thousand dollars ($1,262,800) from the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority (MWRA) and authorization to expend an MWRA 
grant of one million thirty-three thousand dollars ($1,033,200) as part of the 
MWRA interest free loan/grant program for the purpose of funding construction 
of the Project Area 2 portion of the sewer improvements as outlined in the 
Water/Sewer Strategic Plan.  05/12/14 @ 4:49 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#207-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of three 
hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) within the Snow & Ice Control Accounts 
from Line Item 0140110, Account No. 513001 into Line Item 0140110, Account 
No. 5273 for the purpose of covering the final invoices for the 2013-2014 snow 
season.  [05/12/14 @ 4:49 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#203-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting the following year-end housekeeping 

items: 
 

A. Rescind the sum of $90,000 voted under Board Order #109-12 for the repair 
of the windows at Fire Station #4 and appropriate $50,000 from the Energy 
Stabilization Fund for the final solution 

B. Rescind the sum of $1,000,000 voted under Board Order #255-13 for the 
Zervas Elementary School Feasibility Study and appropriate $1,000,000 from 
the Capital Stabilization Fund/Override Sub Fund 

C. Rescind the sum of $416,000 voted under Board Order #252-13 for the 
architectural design of Station 10/Wires Division and appropriate $416,000 
from the capital Stabilization Fund/Override Sub Fund.  [05/12/14 @ 4:47 
PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#204-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 
four hundred sixty-five thousand dollars ($465,000) from bonded indebtedness for 
the purpose of replacing a staircase at the Bigelow Middle School in accordance 
with the City’s Capital Improvement Plan.  [05/12/14 @ 4:48 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#138-13(3) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to reallocate the Carr 
Elementary School Renovation Project Budget to replenish funds for Mayor’s 
Contingency Budget Line, as well as to cover the costs of various project related 
expenses as follows: 

 
 $40,000 from Electricity to Public Property Repair & Maintenance 
 $5,000 from Building Systems Commissioning to Mayor’s Contingency 
 $5,120 from building System Commissioning to Consultants 
 $87,800 from Board of Aldermen Contingency to Mayor’s Contingency 
[05/16/14 @10:08 AM]] 

 
#198-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of fifty 

thousand dollars ($50,000) currently held by the City of Newton in a trust fund 
for the benefit of the Newton Highlands Community Development Center to the 
Newton Highlands Community Development Center.  [05/12/14 @ 4:48 PM] 

 
#199-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of forty 

thousand dollars ($40,000) from Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Reserve to the City 
Clerk’s Department’s Office Furniture Account for the purpose of replacing 
broken or missing polling furniture and equipment.  [05/12/14 @ 4:47 PM] 
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#194-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one 

hundred nineteen thousand two hundred fifty-nine dollars and forty-six cents from 
Fiscal Year 2014 E-Rate Receipts – Schools to the Newton Public Schools.  
[05/12/14 @ 5:05 PM] 

 
#192-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend a two hundred 

thousand dollars ($200,000) reimbursable grant from the “Our Common 
Backyards” Grant Program and authorization to transfer the sum of fifty thousand 
dollars ($50,000) from Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Reserve to the Parks and 
Recreation Department’s budget for purpose of funding the City’s share of the 
Emerson Playground Project, and in addition confirm that the Emerson 
Playground is in the custody of the Parks and Recreation Commission and is 
dedicated park land pursuant to the provisions Massachusetts General Law 
Chapter 45, Section 3. 
[05/12/14 @ 4:48 PM] 

 
#193-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend the sum of five 

thousand five hundred dollars ($5,500) from the Law Department’s Judgments 
and Settlements Account as full and final settlement of a claim by Safety 
Insurance Company that was a result of a collision involving a City of Newton 
vehicle.  [05/12/14 @ 4:48 PM]     

 
#214-12 ALD. DANBERG, BLAZAR, & SCHWARTZ proposing an ordinance which 

would enable the city to respond to properties which are so inadequately cared 
for, often by absentee owners, as to constitute a nuisance, not only to properties 
nearby but also to the public at large, with the understanding that timely 
intervention may help prevent the loss of such properties to severe neglect, excess 
accumulation of trash or unsightly collectables, inside or out, or even eventual 
abandonment. [07/10/12] 

 
#195-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting establishment of a gift account to accept 

and expend gifts totaling as much as $30,000 annually from donations for the purpose 
of offsetting the costs incurred for programming and any associated administrative 
expenditures within the Veteran’s Services Department.  [05-12-14 @ 4:47 PM] 

 
#196-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and appropriate 

the sum of twenty-eight thousand fifty three dollars ($28,053) from interagency 
agreements executed between the City of Newton and agencies of the Brookline-
Newton-Waltham-Watertown Homelessness Consortium Continuum of Care for 
services provided by the City of Newton as the lead agency for this program.  
[05/12/14 @ 4:47 PM] 

 
#190-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend a twenty-nine 

thousand seven hundred fifteen dollar ($29,715) grant received from the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation and the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council for the purpose of administering a bicycle and pedestrian enforcement 
program.  [05/13/14 @ 4:49 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#201-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 

two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) from Free Cash for the purpose of 
supplementing the Police Department’s Overtime Account.  [05/12/14 @ 4:48 
PM] 

 PUBLIC SAFETY APPROVED 5-0 on 05/21/14 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#202-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of 

eighty thousand dollars ($80,000) from the Fire Overtime Account to the 
following accounts: 

 
 Account Description Amount Purpose    
 0121001-5319 Training $33,000 Tech Rescue Training 
 0121005-5412 Heating Oil $47,000 Heating Oil/Expenditures 
 PUBLIC SAFETY APPROVED 5-0 on 05/21/14 
 
#191-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to enter into a five-year 

agreement for parking ticket processing services.  [05/12/14 @ 4:47 PM] 
 
#138-13(2) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting that Board Order #138-13 be amended by 

rescinding a balance of one hundred eighteen dollars ($118) that remains 
authorized but unissued debt for bond authorization to renovate the Carr 
Elementary School.    

 
#195-98(2) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting that Board Order #195-98 be amended by 

rescinding a balance of two million nine hundred ninety-five thousand seventy-
two dollars and ninety-nine cents ($2,995,072.99) that remains authorized but 
unissued debt for bond authorization to improve the sewer system infrastructure.  
[05-12-14 @ 4:47 PM] 

 
#197-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of five 

hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) from the July 1, 2013 Certified Free Cash 
Account to the Workers’ Compensation Insurance for the purpose of addressing a 
portion of the fund deficit resulting from the recognition of new long-term 
liabilities for workers’ compensation cases that had not previously been classified 
as permanent and total disabilities.   [05/12/14 @ 4:48 PM] 

 
#208-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 

grant from the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) in the amount of 
$4,800 to pay a volunteer pedestrian coordinator to oversee the development and 
implementation of a parental survey of school-related trip making. [05-19-14 
@12:09PM] 
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#209-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of Five 

Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) from the Retiree Health Insurance 
Account to the Rainy Day Stabilization Fund.  05-19-14 @1:32PM] 

 
ITEMS NOT TO BE DISCUSSED: 

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#200-14 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the 

appropriation of two hundred eight thousand seven dollars ($208,007) from the 
Community Preservation Fund’s historic resources fund balance or reserve, to the 
control of the Jackson Homestead, for repair of tombs in the East Parish Burying 
ground (Centre & Cotton Streets), as detailed in the proposal submitted in 
November 2013 and revised in November 2014.  [05/08/14 @11:01 AM] 

 
#163-14 BOARD OF ALDERMEN proposing to change the name of the Aldermanic 

Scholarship Fund to the Anthony J. Salvucci Aldermanic Scholarship Fund in 
recognition of his work in creating the scholarship fund in 1991 and promoting 
the scholarship fund during his years of service on the Board of Aldermen.  
[04/28/14 @ 12:35 PM] 

 
#104-14 ALD. JOHNSON requesting that the Executive Department conducts a complete 

review and analysis of the policies governing data privacy and the security of 
resident/business information on the Treasurer’s website to be followed with an 
action plan to protect our residents’ data to be completed by the end of Fiscal 
Year 2014.  [02/26/14 @ 9:07 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO LAND USE AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#49-14 LAND USE COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Chief Financial 
Officer and the Chief Information Officer regarding the critical need to implement 
technology which enables the development, management and use of shared, 
searchable, mobile-accessed (both read and write) database which contains parcel-
based information that can be accessed by all city departments (including 
Planning, Inspectional Services (ISD), Assessing, Engineering, Fire, Police, 
Health), the Board of Aldermen and the community.  This technology must 
support the work of ISD and other departments in both the office and the field to 
more effectively and efficiently monitor and enforce compliance with approved 
special permits and other related Board Orders.  [02/10/14 @ 6:47 PM] 

 
#34-14 ALD. FULLER requesting a discussion with the Executive Office regarding the 

current status and challenges related to the City of Newton pension and retiree 
healthcare (OPEB) systems.  [01/11/14 @ 5:22 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE 

#402-13 ALD. FULLER, GENTILE, RICE and LINSKY requesting a Home Rule Petition 
to amend Article 9 of the Charter to clarify that Neighborhood Area Councils 
shall maintain and control their own financial accounts and records, independent 
of City finances; and to further clarify that such independent financial accounts 
and records shall remain subject to City audit.  [10/28/13 @ 10:18 AM] 
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REFERRED TO ZAP, PROG & SERV AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#397-13(3) ALD. SANGIOLO AND DANBERG requesting creation of an ordinance to 

protect trees deemed historic by the Historical Commission and the City’s Tree 
Warden.  [05-05-14 @ 4:32 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#288-13 PUBLIC FACILITIES & FINANCE COMMITTEES requesting that the 
Administration update the Board of Aldermen when a funding source is 
determined for the Zervas Elementary School Feasibility Study.  [07-11-13 @ 
10:10 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#41-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SALVUCCI requesting a discussion with the 
administration to review how the city inventories, plans for, budgets and accounts 
for needed smaller capital expenditures (currently set at under $75,000), which 
are excluded from the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); how to make these non-
CIP capital maintenance items visible, and how to integrate them with the overall 
planning, CIP, and budgeting processes.  [01/14/13 @ 5:02 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING, LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#273-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & HESS-MAHAN requesting a restructuring and increase in 
fees for permits charged by the Inspectional Services Department and fees 
charged by the Planning Department and City Clerk to assure that fees are both 
sufficient to fund related services provided and simple to administer. 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 
Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FAC., ZAP, AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#256-12 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, SANGIOLO & SWISTON proposing and ordinance 
promoting economic development and the mobile food truck industry in the City of 
Newton. [08/06/12 @4:46 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#254-12 (3) PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing an ordinance to require a 
fee, charged to consumers, for the use of paper bags at certain retail 
establishments in the City of Newton. [01/10/14 @ 3:36 pm] 
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#248-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that ARTICLE IV. 

PURCHASES AND CONTRACTS, Secs. 2-182 through 2-205, be amended to 
make it consistent with state law. 

 
#247-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Chapter 18 MEMORIAL 

FUNDS AND TRUSTS be reviewed relative to the consequences and practices of 
special legislation passed by the General Court in 2007, Chapter 75 of the Acts of 
2007, in which the City sought and was granted an exemption from G.L. Chapter 
44 §54, which intent was to allow the City greater flexibility in terms of 
investments.  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#185-12 ALD. BAKER, BLAZAR, SANGIOLO, LINSKY, ALBRIGHT & DANBERG 
requesting that the Board of Aldermen adopt a RESOLUTION to His Honor the 
Mayor asking that, when the Mayor seeks future Board approval for bonding the 
cost of additional capital facilities or equipment for the schools, he include in that 
funding request, as well as in the city-wide Capital Improvement Plan, the 
estimated costs needed for funding the capital technology needs of the Newton 
Schools, including the appropriate portions of the estimated project costs of the 
School Committee's three-year district-wide technology plan not anticipated to be 
funded by the Information Technology Department budget; the anticipated 
technology grants from Boston College for the elementary schools; and/or 
estimated revenue from the E-rate Technology Reimbursement Program.   

 PROGRAMS & SERVICES APPROVED 6-0 on 07/11/12 
 

REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 
#102-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON, COMMISSIONER LOJEK, AND 

CANDACE HAVENS requesting an amendment to Chapter 17 to establish a fee 
for filing a notice of condo conversion. [03-29-11 @ 4:55PM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 
 

REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 
#95-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN proposing an ordinance requiring that a notice of 

conversion to condominium ownership be filed with the Inspectional Services 
Department and that the property be inspected to determine compliance with all 
applicable provisions of the state and local codes, ordinances and the rules and 
regulations of all appropriate regulatory agencies.  [03-24-11 @ 9:30AM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 
 
#41-11(2) ALD. CICCONE requesting implementation of the fees associated with the 

Winter Overnight Parking Pilot Program.  [09/19/13 @ 3:49 PM] 
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REFERRED TO LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#276-10 ALD. FULLER, CROSSLEY, DANBERG, LINSKY requesting a review of 

guidelines for mitigation fund provisions to maximize the use of such funds on 
behalf of the city together with mechanisms by which the city can better track 
such funds to ensure they are used in a timely fashion. 

 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Leonard J. Gentile, Chairman 
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ITEM #214-12 

 

 

Insert at the end of paragraph (c) DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTIONAL SERVICES of Section 

20-21 Enforcing persons and revised ordinances subject to civil fine, the following language: 

 

 

Sec. 5-22 Regulation of Public Nuisances: Keeping of Junk, Debris, Overgrown Vegetation 

 

( ) Any offense; days one (1) through seven (7)  

     that the violation continues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00 per day 

 

( ) Any offense; days eight (8) through fourteen (14)  

     that the violation continues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200.00 per day 

 

( ) Any offense; days fifteen (15) and each subsequent day thereafter  

     that the violation continues. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$300.00 per day 

 

 

214-12



Item # 214-12   DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES 2/10/14 

Add the following new section:  

Sec. 5 - 22 Regulation of Public Nuisances: Keeping of Junk, Debris, Overgrown 
Vegetation.  

(a) Purpose: The purpose of this ordinance is to help protect the health, safety and welfare of 
the citizens by preventing neighborhood blight from the creation and maintenance of public 
nuisances on property detrimental to neighboring residents and properties.  
 

(b) Regulation of Public Nuisance:  No owner or occupant of any lot in any residential district 
shall keep in the public view for more than sixty (60) days either, (1) any substantial amount 
of junk and debris, or (2) a condition of overgrown vegetation. Such keeping of a substantial 
amount of junk and debris or overgrown vegetation is declared to be a public nuisance if any 
of the following three criteria are also met: 
 

(i) causes adverse effects on the health or safety of neighbors;  
(ii) materially diminishes the reasonable use and enjoyment of any neighboring 
properties; or 
(iii) produces a hazardous or harmful condition of private property, land or structures.  
 

(c) Definitions: 
 

Commissioner.  The Commissioner of Inspectional Services or designee. 
 
Substantial Amount of Junk or debris.  Any materials or combination of materials including 
but not limited to scrap, metal, scrap construction materials, rags, plastics, batteries, paper 
trash, inoperable appliances, inoperable machinery, mattresses, tires, and dilapidated or 
decayed furniture unusable for its intended purpose, which occupies more than 375 cubic 
feet in the aggregate on any one lot in a residential district.  
 
A condition of overgrown vegetation.  Any weeds, grass, bushes, or other shrubbery which 
are so untrimmed or unkempt that they present a reasonable expectation of harboring or 
attracting rats and vermin, or concealing pools of stagnant water. 
 
Public view.  Viewed from public property or ways or is visible from multiple privately 
owned properties. 

 
(d) Regulatory authority. The Commissioner or designee has the authority to promulgate rules 

and regulations necessary to implement and enforce this section.  
 

(e) Enforcement.  The Commissioner or designee shall enforce the provisions of this section, 
including any rule or regulation promulgated hereunder, and shall institute all necessary 
administrative or legal action to assure compliance. 

  

#214-12



2 
 

(f) Notice of violation.  The Commissioner or designee shall issue a written notice of any 
violation of this section to the owner or occupant of the lot. Said notice shall describe the 
prohibited condition and order that it be remedied within thirty (30) days of receipt of the 
notice.  If such condition is not remedied within that time, the Commissioner may take 
action to impose the fines described in sec. 5-22 (g).  

 
(g) Penalties.   Any violation of any portion of this section, including violations of any rules and 

regulations promulgated by the commissioner hereunder, shall be punishable by a fine of 
one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day for days one through seven that the violation 
continues; two hundred dollars per day ($200.00) for days eight through fourteen that the 
violation continues; and three hundred dollars ($300.00) per day for each subsequent day the 
violation continues.  Each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 
Where non-criminal disposition of this section by civil fine has been provided for in sections 
20-20 and 20-21 of these revised ordinances, as amended, pursuant to the authority granted 
by G.L. c. 40, section 21D, said violation may be enforced in the manner provided in such 
statute. The civil penalty for each such violation is set forth in section 20-21(c). 

 
(h) Action under this section shall not bar any separate regulation by or action by any other City 

department for health, fire safety, building code or any other violations.  
 
(i) Severability. If any provision of this section is held to be invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction then such provision shall be considered severable from the remaining provisions, 
which shall remain in full force and effect.  
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