
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations  
will be provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation,  
please contact John Lojek, at least two days in advance of the meeting: jlojek@newtonma.gov,  
or 617-796-1064.  For Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2014 
 

 
7 PM 
Room 222 
 
#271-14 CITY CLERK requesting authorization to accept and expend a Massachusetts 

Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission FY 2014 Preservation Grant in the 
amount of seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500) from the Massachusetts 
Department of Veterans service to undertake preservation of s3elect records of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, Charles Ward Post #62 held in the City Archives.  
[06/30/14 @ 1:30 PM] 

 
#330-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend a reimbursable 

grant in the amount of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for participation in the 
Fiscal Year 2015 Public Safety Answering Point or Dispatch Center Leadership 
Scholarship Program. [08/25/14 @ 4:52 PM] 

 
#313-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting Board of Aldermen approval to increase 

an existing part-time payroll administrator position in the Human Resources 
Department to a full-time position to enable increased accuracy and efficiency in 
payroll processing.  There is no additional funding required. [08-04-14 @4:30 
PM] 

 
#329-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR  requesting authorization to transfer the sum of 

thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000) from the Staffing Reserve Account to the 
Inspectional Services Department’s Full-time Salaries Account and approval to 
increase the existing ADA Coordinator position from part-time to a full-time 
position  [08/08/14 @ 4:43 PM] 

 
#331-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to settle a legal claim and 

expend the sum of twelve thousand dollars ($12,000) from the Law Department’s 
Legal Claims & Settlements, as full and final settlement for violations of 
Department of Environmental Protection regulations at the Rumford Avenue 
Landfill.  [08/25/14 @ 4:52 PM] 
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#332-14 COMMUNTIY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE requesting approval of a 

revised Fiscal 2015 program budget of four million two hundred twenty-eight 
thousand seventy dollars ($4,228,070), as documented in the Community 
Preservation Committee’s August 12, 2014 submission to the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen.  [08/12/14 @ 11:12 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#334-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 
three hundred thirty-five thousand dollars ($335,000) from Fiscal Year 2015 
Budget Reserve to fund immediate building needs  at the Police Annex at 25 
Chestnut Street.  [08/25/14 @ 4:52 PM] 

 PUBLIC FACILITIES APPROVED 4-0-2 (Albright, Lappin abstaining) on 
09/03/14 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#314-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to use up to one million six 
hundred four thousand dollars ($1,604,000) in additional sewer operating reserve 
funds to allow the Department of Public Works to implement a portion of the 
sewer improvements outlined in the FY2015-19 Capital Improvement Plan, in 
particular construction of sewer project area 2, which is currently under final 
design and will be bid shortly for a projected October 2014 start date.  [08/04/14 
@ 4:30 PM] 

 PUBLIC FACILITIES APPROVED 5-0 (Gentile not voting) on 09/03/14 
 
ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION:  

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#333-14 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the 

appropriation of four hundred seventy-six thousand seven hundred eighty dollars 
($476,780) to the Parks and Recreation Department to preserve, restore, and 
rehabilitate historic Farlow Park, as described in the proposal and supplemental 
materials submitted to the Community Preservation Committee from November 
2013 to April 2014.  [08/06/14 @ 4:16 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#277-14(2) COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the 
appropriation of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) to the Planning and 
Development Department for a grant to the Newton Cultural Alliance to preserve 
and rehabilitate the historic Nathaniel Allen House, as described in the July 2014 
proposal for “partial occupancy” as Phase 1, Part 1 of a planned larger project.  
08/06/14 @ 4:16 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#315-14  ALD. HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, CROSSLEY AND DANBERG proposing 
an amendment to Chapter 2 of the City of Newton Ordinances setting forth 
requirements for procurement of materials and services by non-governmental 
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recipients of federal, state or local funds administered by the City, such as CDBG 
and CPA funds.  In order to encourage non-profit and other private organizations 
to participate in affordable housing, cultural and other public-private 
collaborations, such procurement requirements should accommodate the needs of 
non-governmental recipients for flexibility given the multiple public and private 
sources of funds necessary for any project by not placing undue or unreasonable 
burdens on them. [08/04/14 @ 5:08PM] 

 
#255-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR recommending that 1316 Beacon Street, 1330 

Beacon Street, and 1338 Beacon Street, including trees and structures on the 
properties, be acquired through purchase or by friendly takings eminent domain 
for the purpose of expanding the Zervas Elementary School site.  [06/16/14 
@11:17 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#216-14 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, BAKER, CROSSLEY, NORTON AND 
SANGIOLO proposing the following amendments to Chapter 12 Health and 
Human Services of the Revised Ordinances to:  
 require owners of dwellings requiring a Certificate of Habitability under 

Section 12-1 and real estate agents/brokers who receive compensation in 
connection with the particular real estate transaction to notify the 
Commissioner of Health and Human Services whenever an apartment, 
tenement, or room in a lodging house is vacated by the occupant or when an 
area in an existing building is converted to a condominium prior to being 
reoccupied by a new tenant, lodger or occupant;  

 require educational institutions to disclose addresses of undergraduates living 
off-campus in Newton;  

 require a fee for certification; and  
 impose a fine for violation of these provisions. [05/14/14 @11:51 AM] 

 
#256-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 

two million seven hundred thousand dollars ($2,700,000) from the Capital 
Stabilization Fund-Operating Override Account Fund for purposes of funding all 
costs associated with the acquisition of 1316 Beacon Street, 1330 Beacon Street, 
and 1338 Beacon Street including any relocation obligations the City may have 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 79A.  [06/16/14 @11:17 AM]  

 
#104-14 ALD. JOHNSON requesting that the Executive Department conducts a complete 

review and analysis of the policies governing data privacy and the security of 
resident/business information on the Treasurer’s website to be followed with an 
action plan to protect our residents’ data to be completed by the end of Fiscal 
Year 2014.  [02/26/14 @ 9:07 AM] 
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REFERRED TO LAND USE AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#49-14 LAND USE COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Chief Financial 

Officer and the Chief Information Officer regarding the critical need to implement 
technology which enables the development, management and use of shared, 
searchable, mobile-accessed (both read and write) database which contains parcel-
based information that can be accessed by all city departments (including 
Planning, Inspectional Services (ISD), Assessing, Engineering, Fire, Police, 
Health), the Board of Aldermen and the community.  This technology must 
support the work of ISD and other departments in both the office and the field to 
more effectively and efficiently monitor and enforce compliance with approved 
special permits and other related Board Orders.  [02/10/14 @ 6:47 PM] 

 
#34-14 ALD. FULLER requesting a discussion with the Executive Office regarding the 

current status and challenges related to the City of Newton pension and retiree 
healthcare (OPEB) systems.  [01/11/14 @ 5:22 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE 

#402-13 ALD. FULLER, GENTILE, RICE and LINSKY requesting a Home Rule Petition 
to amend Article 9 of the Charter to clarify that Neighborhood Area Councils 
shall maintain and control their own financial accounts and records, independent 
of City finances; and to further clarify that such independent financial accounts 
and records shall remain subject to City audit.  [10/28/13 @ 10:18 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZAP, PROG & SERV AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#397-13(3) ALD. SANGIOLO AND DANBERG requesting creation of an ordinance to 
protect trees deemed historic by the Historical Commission and the City’s Tree 
Warden.  [05-05-14 @ 4:32 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#288-13 PUBLIC FACILITIES & FINANCE COMMITTEES requesting that the 
Administration update the Board of Aldermen when a funding source is 
determined for the Zervas Elementary School Feasibility Study.  [07-11-13 @ 
10:10 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#41-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SALVUCCI requesting a discussion with the 
administration to review how the city inventories, plans for, budgets and accounts 
for needed smaller capital expenditures (currently set at under $75,000), which 
are excluded from the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); how to make these non-
CIP capital maintenance items visible, and how to integrate them with the overall 
planning, CIP, and budgeting processes.  [01/14/13 @ 5:02 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING, LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#273-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & HESS-MAHAN requesting a restructuring and increase in 
fees for permits charged by the Inspectional Services Department and fees 
charged by the Planning Department and City Clerk to assure that fees are both 
sufficient to fund related services provided and simple to administer. 
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REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 
#257-12 RECODI FICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 

Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FAC., ZAP, AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#256-12 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, SANGIOLO & SWISTON proposing and ordinance 
promoting economic development and the mobile food truck industry in the City of 
Newton. [08/06/12 @4:46 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#254-12 (3) PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing an ordinance to require a 
fee, charged to consumers, for the use of paper bags at certain retail 
establishments in the City of Newton. [01/10/14 @ 3:36 pm] 

 
#248-12 RECODI FICATION COMMITTEE recommending that ARTICLE IV. 

PURCHASES AND CONTRACTS, Secs. 2-182 through 2-205, be amended to 
make it consistent with state law. 

 
#247-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Chapter 18 MEMORIAL 

FUNDS AND TRUSTS be reviewed relative to the consequences and practices of 
special legislation passed by the General Court in 2007, Chapter 75 of the Acts of 
2007, in which the City sought and was granted an exemption from G.L. Chapter 
44 §54, which intent was to allow the City greater flexibility in terms of 
investments.  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#185-12 ALD. BAKER, BLAZAR, SANGIOLO, LINSKY, ALBRIGHT & DANBERG 
requesting that the Board of Aldermen adopt a RESOLUTION to His Honor the 
Mayor asking that, when the Mayor seeks future Board approval for bonding the 
cost of additional capital facilities or equipment for the schools, he include in that 
funding request, as well as in the city-wide Capital Improvement Plan, the 
estimated costs needed for funding the capital technology needs of the Newton 
Schools, including the appropriate portions of the estimated project costs of the 
School Committee's three-year district-wide technology plan not anticipated to be 
funded by the Information Technology Department budget; the anticipated 
technology grants from Boston College for the elementary schools; and/or 
estimated revenue from the E-rate Technology Reimbursement Program.   

 PROGRAMS & SERVICES APPROVED 6-0 on 07/11/12 
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REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 
#102-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON, COMMISSIONER LOJEK, AND 

CANDACE HAVENS requesting an amendment to Chapter 17 to establish a fee 
for filing a notice of condo conversion. [03-29-11 @ 4:55PM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 
 

REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 
#95-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN proposing an ordinance requiring that a notice of 

conversion to condominium ownership be filed with the Inspectional Services 
Department and that the property be inspected to determine compliance with all 
applicable provisions of the state and local codes, ordinances and the rules and 
regulations of all appropriate regulatory agencies.  [03-24-11 @ 9:30AM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 
 
#41-11(2) ALD. CICCONE requesting implementation of the fees associated with the 

Winter Overnight Parking Pilot Program.  [09/19/13 @ 3:49 PM] 
 

REFERRED TO LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#276-10 ALD. FULLER, CROSSLEY, DANBERG, LINSKY requesting a review of 

guidelines for mitigation fund provisions to maximize the use of such funds on 
behalf of the city together with mechanisms by which the city can better track 
such funds to ensure they are used in a timely fashion. 

 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Leonard J. Gentile, Chairman 
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Police Annex Scope of Proposed Work 

 

Masonry:  

The scope of the masonry work will include repointing of the exterior envelope in all joints that show 

signs of degradation with the potential for water infiltration. The full scope of work will be determined 

once the remainder of the ivy has been removed from the building. This will include calking of any and 

all joints around doors, windows, and fascia as needed. The nosings on the stairs leading up to the 

building will also be replaced as they have failed and present a tripping hazard.  We have a locked in 

square foot cost for this work already under contract.  

Roof/Fascia/Gutters: 

The roof project will include replacement of slate and flashing as required. A good portion of the roof is 

in a salvageable condition and has already been evaluated by our professional roofing contractor in 

conjunction with myself. We did an identical roof project at the Nonantum Branch Library last year, so 

we have a very good handle on the scope and costs. The fascia will be repaired/replaced as needed, and 

will then be scraped/painted. The gutters and downspouts need to be replaced, as many of the gutters 

are wood in very rough condition, and the downspouts are no longer keeping water away from the 

building.  

HVAC: 

The exisiting HVAC system is a combination of baseboard electric radiation, hot water boiler with 

baseboard radiation, forced hot air, and packed air handling units providing air conditioning. Air 

distribution takes fresh air from the parking lot at grade, mix it with return air from the basement, and 

supply it to the various parts of the building. The filtration system for this approach is inadequate and 

not serviceable. The temperature controls are inadequate and not placed in the correct locations for 

optimal occupant comfort. The electric baseboard radiation is very expensive to operate. Most of the 

bathrooms have no exhaust fans.  

 The new approach to the HVAC will be an Energy Recovery Ventilation System that will take clean fresh 

air from near the top of the building, and provide tempered filtered air to the various portions of the 

building. The electric baseboard will be removed and replaced with either forced hot air or fin tube 

radiation supplied by the hot water boiler depending on where the space is within the building. New 

temperature controls will be placed in logical areas where they are not negatively impacted by building 

systems. The old forced air system will no longer be needed, and will therefore be removed. The new 

system will be much more efficient, and will make the building much cleaner and more hospitable for 

the occupants. I have a contractor providing a proposal for this work through an existing fixed price 

contract. 
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Ceiling/Lights: 

In order to achieve the installation of the new HVAC system, as well as to improve occupant comfort and 

light levels, a suspended ceiling will be installed with new lighting fixtures. The building and site do not 

provide adequate space for the ERV unit, and these are typically suspended above ceilings. This 

therefore required installation of a suspended ceiling. The high ceilings and ceiling features were very 

difficult to clean and identified as less than ideal by the occupants. Reducing the ceiling height also 

reduces the area required to be cooled and heated which therefore helps reduce energy costs. I have a 

contractor providing a proposal for this work through an existing fixed price contract.  

Paint: 

Although often seen as an aesthetic improvement, painting is needed in this case to protect and 

preserve both interior and exterior building components. The proposed cost is based on the square 

footage of space needed to be painted, while applying our in house labor costs as this is by far the most 

cost effective method of completing this work.  

Ivy/Cleanup: 

All of the ivy as well as a good portion of shrubs and organics need to be removed from the perimeter of 

the building to both protect the envelope, but also access the façade for masonry and roof repairs. The 

proposed cost is based on the scope of work, while applying our in house labor costs as this is by far the 

most cost effective method of completing this work. 

Drywall/Demo: 

There are a number of areas throughout the interior of the building that need to have drywall and or 

flooring removed and replaced. The proposed cost is based on the scope of work, while applying our in 

house labor costs as this is by far the most cost effective method of completing this work. 

Design and Contingency: 

Design costs are primarily reserved for specification of the proposed building systems, sequence of 

operations, and scope detailing as needed. These funds will only be expended as needed, and the 

remainder will be turned back as usual. The contingency is a percentage, appx 10%, to address any 

unforeseen conditions that may arise during the project. As with the design funds, unexpended money 

will be turned back.  
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Sewer System Capital Improvement Program Costs

Activity

Completion   

%

Inspection & Assessment 100% $537,250 $537,216 $34

Design 100% $166,000 $166,000 $0

Construction 90% $3,481,848 $3,126,267 $355,581

Construction Services 72% $496,200 $354,917 $141,283

Total $4,681,298 $4,184,400 $496,898

Location:  Newtonville, West Newton, Auburndale

Activity

Completion   

%

Inspection & Assessment 100% $601,105 $482,300 $118,805

Design 95% $181,500 $172,425 $9,075

Construction 0% $4,500,000   
Construction Services 0% $500,000   

Total $5,782,605 $654,725 $5,127,880

Location:  Auburndale, Lower Falls, West Newton

Activity

Completion   

%

Inspection & Assessment 65% $1,126,993 $729,416 $397,577

Design 0% $0

Construction 0% $0
Construction Services 0% $0

Total $1,126,993 $729,416 $397,577

Location:  Lower Falls, Chestnut Hill, Newton Centre, Newtonville
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