
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 
 
Present:  Ald. Gentile (Chairman), Ciccone, Linsky, Salvucci, Rice, Blazar, Fuller, and Lappin 
 
City officials:  Maureen Lemieux (Chief Financing Officer) and David Turocy (Commissioner of 
Public Works) 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#401-12 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one 

hundred twenty-one thousand sixty-three dollars from the Storm Water 
Management Fund Surplus for the sediment removal and maintenance of the City 
Hall ponds.  [11/13/12 @ 5:12 PM] 

 PUBLIC FACILITIES APPROVED 7-0 (Lennon not voting) on 11/28/12 
ACTION: APPROVED 6-0-2 (Fuller and Linsky abstaining) 
 
NOTE:   The original estimate for the sediment removal and maintenance of City Hall 
ponds was $320,000 and the Board of Aldermen approved $170,000 in May 2012, and $150,000 
was set aside from the Fiscal Year 2012 Storm Water Operating Budget to fund the project.  The 
project went to bid and the lowest bidder came in $121,063 over the estimate.  The bid results are 
attached.  In order to proceed with the project Commissioner of Public Works David Turocy 
requires the requested $121,063. 
 
 The Commissioner expects to follow an operation and maintenance plan for the ponds.  
Committee members requested a copy of the plan, which is attached.  With regular maintenance, 
the ponds should not require a major sediment removal project for a number of years.  The hope 
is to perform the maintenance in-house, the cost of which could likely be absorbed in the 
department’s budget.  There is a 10-year cleanout of the ponds, which is included in the Capital 
Improvement Plan. 
 
 The ponds are fed through two inlets known as the Hammond Brook and Cold Springs 
Brook culverts, which discharge storm water that contains sediment into the ponds.  The plan 
includes removal of sediment from the two culverts.  The ponds discharge into Bullough’s Pond 
through a culvert under Commonwealth Avenue.  Currently, there is not significant levels of 
sediment in Bullogh’s Pond but if the sediment is not removed from the City Hall ponds, the 
sediment could eventually compromise Bullough’s Pond.  It was suggested that the Department 
of Public Work inspect and clean out brooks and culverts that flow into the ponds such as the 
brook located in Newton Centre Playground as part of the operation and maintenance plan. 
 
 The Storm Water Management Fund Surplus Account contains approximately $282,000.  
The $121,063 designated to the project will bring the reserves down to approximately $161,000.   
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Ald. Fuller wished to inform the Committee that the City does not have an assessment of its 
storm water system.  The anticipated cost of the assessment is approximately $350,000 but once 
completed would allow the City to prepare a long-term plan to address issues within that system.   
 
 Ald. Salvucci moved approval, which carried by a vote of six in favor and two 
abstentions.  Ald. Fuller abstained in order to review the operations and maintenance plan.   
 
 The Committee adjourned at 7:45 PM and all other items before the Committee were held 
without discussion.  The Draft Board Order for the above item is attached.    
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Leonard J. Gentile, Chairman 















#401-12 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

, 2012 
 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Public Facilities Committee 

through its Chairman Anthony J. Salvucci and the Finance Committee through its 

Chairman Leonard J. Gentile, the sum of one hundred twenty-one thousand sixty-three 

dollars ($121,063) be and is hereby appropriated from the Stormwater Reserve Account 

to be expended under the direction of the Commissioner of Public Works for the purpose 

of removing sediment from the three basins of the City Hall Ponds.   

 FROM: Stormwater Fund Surplus 
  (26-3497)..................................................$121,063 
 TO: City Hall Pond Project 
  (26B4018A-586004) ................................$121,063 
 
 
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON  (SGD) SETTI D. WARREN 
 City Clerk Mayor 
 
 
 
 Date: ___________________ 
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