
CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 28, 2011 
 
 

Present:  Ald. Gentile (Chairman), Ciccone, Linsky, Salvucci, Danberg, Fuller and Freedman 
Absent:  Ald. Rice 
City officials present:  Lou Taverna (City Engineer), David Turocy (Acting Commissioner 
Public Works), Marie Lawlor (Assistant City Solicitor), and Robert DeRubeis (Commissioner of 
Parks and Recreation) 
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#87-11 MATTHEW CHAO, 48 Hollis Street, Newton Corner, appointed as a member of 

the NEWTON TAXATION AID COMMITTEE for a term of office to expire 
May 1, 2012 (60 days 5/20/11).  [03-14-11 @5:30 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0 (Ciccone, Freedman not voting) 
 
NOTE: Mr. Chao is being appointed as a member of the Newton Taxation Aid 
Committee.  The ordinance section related to the establishment and appointment of members to 
the committee is attached.   
 
 The Chairman explained that due to a disability it would be difficult for Mr. Chao to 
attend a Finance meeting and requested that committee members waive the policy requiring new 
appointees to appear before the committee.  
 
 Mr. Chao’s resume is attached and it highlights his experience in providing social 
services and providing services to disabled persons, as required by the ordinance.  Ald. Danberg 
moved approval, which carried unanimously.   
 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#88-11 ROSEMARY LARKING, 1600 Washington Street, West Newton, re-appointed 

as a member of the NEWTON TAXATION AID COMMITTEE for a term of 
office to expire May 1, 2013 (60 days 5/20/11).  [03-14-11 @5:40 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0 (Ciccone, Freedman not voting) 
 
NOTE: Ms. Rosemary Larking is being reappointed for a two-year term of office to the 
Taxation Aid Committee.  The Committee felt it unnecessary for Ms. Larking to be present for 
the reappointment discussion, as she is well known to most Committee members.  Ms. Larking 
provided a detailed resume to the Committee, which is attached.  The resume details Ms. 
Larking's experiences and qualifications to serve on the Taxation Aid Committee and Ald. 
Salvucci moved approval, which carried unanimously.   
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#110-03(2) CITY ENGINEER requesting approval of the following Order and Schedule of 
Sewer Assessments for completed Common Sewer Extension in Dedham Street 
and Meadowbrook Road.  [03/10/11 @ 8:54 AM] 

 S-B-L OWNER/ADDRESS BK./PG. AMT 
81-1-11 Thomas F. & Louise L. Weiner 27204/150 $3,367.25 
 580 Dedham St 
 
81-1-12 Denning E. Dahl & Debra J. Small 30372/526 $3,278.06 
 572 Dedham St 
 
81-1-13 Alan C. & Gail E. Epstein 12961/707 $3,184.42 
 564 Dedham St 
 
81-1-14 Lawrence T. Perera  30689/509 $3,384.57 
 Kurt F. Somerville, Trs. 
 146 Beverley Rd Trust 
 556 Dedham St 
 
83-36-4 Charles River Country Club Inc. 4445/44 LC $16,139.00 
 483-655 Dedham St 
 
81-1-1A Leon Sheinfield, Tr.  12542/084 $217.46 
 MLS Trust 
 7 Meadowbrook Rd 
 
81-10-7 Richard S. & Lynn H. Raisman 33289/239 $99.98 
 Raisman Realty Trust 
 8 Meadowbrook Rd 

ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE: City Engineer Lou Taverna explained that the sewer main extension in Dedham 
Street was completed in 2003 and this request is to assess the sewer betterment to the property 
owners.  Committee members questioned how the betterments were assessed.  The attached 
ordinances states how and at what rate the property owner is assessed.  Per the ordinance, the 
City must pay at least 50% of the sewer main construction cost.  However, the City usually pays 
between 80 and 90% of the cost.  The assessment rates have not been amended in a number of 
years, therefore, they have not kept pace with the rise in construction costs.  The Committee 
recently docketed to increase the fixed uniform rates assessed upon owners.  It was suggested 
that the City Engineer and Public Works Commissioner meet and determine an appropriate rate 
before the Public Facilities Committee began discussion on the item.   
 
 Mr. Taverna explained that the betterment assessment for the Dedham Street sewer 
extension was not requested in 2003, when the work was completed.  Therefore, he is requesting 
the above betterment assessment for the sewer extension.  It is similar to the recent request for 
sewer betterment assessments on Wood End Road, which was completed in 2006.  During the 
Committee discussion for those assessments, the Committee requested a review of all sewer 
main extensions to determine if there were other betterment assessments that were missed.  The 
review was done and three additional sewer main extensions that had not been assessed were 
discovered including the above request and the two below requests.  The Committee asked for 
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assurance that the sewer main extensions would be assessed at the completion of the project and 
not years later.  Mr. Taverna stated that the betterment assessments would be done at the 
completion of any sewer main extension project.  With that, Ald. Freedman moved approval, 
which carried unanimously.   
 
#111-03(2) CITY ENGINEER requesting approval of the following Order and Schedule of 

Sewer Assessments for completed Common Sewer Extension in Hancock Street 
and Grove Street.  [03/10/11 @ 8:54 AM] 

 S-B-L OWNER/ADDRESS BK./PG. AMT 
43-28-12 David S. Delorie & Joyce Boudreau 19181/125 $2,905.00 

  153 Hancock St 

 43-28-13 John M. & Karen E. Reilly 28841/102 $80.00 
  191 Grove St 
ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE: City Engineer Lou Taverna stated that the sewer main extension in Hancock and 
Grove Streets was completed in 2003.  This is a request to assess the betterments for the project.  
Similar to the above docket item, the betterment assessments were not done when the project was 
completed.  Ald. Salvucci moved approval of the betterment assessments, which carried 
unanimously.   
 
#236-09(2) CITY ENGINEER requesting approval of the following Order and Schedule of 

Sewer Assessments for completed Common Sewer Extension in California Street.  
[03/10/11 @ 8:54 AM] 

 S-B-L OWNER/ADDRESS BK./PG. AMT 
 11-05-16 John Fantasia 11715/369 $2,748 
  337 California St 

 11-05-17 Edward & Karen Bianchi 19975/07 $1,422 
  345 California St 

 11-05-18 John Purcell 23278/304 $1,290 
  349California St 

 11-05-19 Paul & Clarissa Ferolito 16620/362 $1,169 
  355 California St 
ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE: The request is to assess sewer extension betterments to four properties on 
California Street.  The sewer extension was completed in 2009 at a cost of $135,000.  The 
property owner of 337 California petitioned the City in 2009 for the extension because of a 
failing septic system.  It was an emergency due to the close proximity of the Charles River to the 
septic system.  The extension work was completed in 2009 and that section of California Street 
was repaved in 2010.   
 



FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
MONDAY, MARCH 28, 2011 

Page 4 
 

 Several members inquired if all four of the properties connected to the sewer extension.  
Mr. Taverna explained that often the owners do not connect at the time of the extension but wait 
until their septic system is failing or the property is placed on the market for sale.  The City 
installs stubs in the extensions for later house connections to avoid tearing up the street again.  
Ald. Danberg moved approval, which carried unanimously.   
 
#78-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and appropriate a 

gift of $50,000 for the creation and maintenance of off-leash dog areas.  [02/28/11 
@6:47 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED SUBJECT TO SECOND CALL 6-0-1 (Gentile abstaining) 
 
NOTE: The request is to authorize the acceptance of a $50,000 gift from a family fund for 
the creation and maintenance of off-leash dog areas.  The funds are being donated subject to 
restrictions, which can be found in the attached letter from the administrators of the fund.   
 
 The Chairman raised concern regarding the restriction related to the disbursement of the 
funds.  The restriction states that a request for the use of funds must be made in writing to the 
Commissioner of Parks and Recreation Department from one specific individual.  It is very 
unusual for one person to be designated as the requestor instead of a group, committee, board, or 
commission.  Assistant City Solicitor Marie Lawlor stated that the Law Department has vetted 
the letter and restrictions and although, the language is unusual there is no reason that it cannot 
be done.  The individual named may designate a successor in writing to submit requests per the 
restrictions.  If something were to happen to the individual before naming a successor, the fund 
administrators would designate another individual.  The fund administrators have already 
compromised once by changing the restriction language to give the Commissioner of Public 
Works final discretion on the use of the money.   
 
 Commissioner of Parks and Recreation Robert DeRubeis is comfortable working with the 
individual named as requestor.  The individual is a member of the Off-Leash Area Working 
Group and the Commissioner believes that recommendations for the use of the money would be 
a group decision in practice.  The Commissioner added that it is unlikely that the $50,000 would 
last long as the fencing for two parks costs $14,000, which would come from the fund.   
 
 The Commissioner believes that the fund administrators are very comfortable with the 
individual named as someone to oversee the use of the money.  The individual is known to one 
of the administrators and it was the individual who approached the fund administrators regarding 
making a donation.  Although the gift is not without conditions, it is a good thing for the City to 
receive $50,000.   
 
 The Chairman requested that Commissioner DeRubeis speak with the individual to 
determine if the fund administrators would be willing to compromise and change restriction that 
requires the recommendation be given by the individual to the recommendation be given by the 
Off-Leash Area Working Group.  The concern is that the current restriction is inconsistent with 
the City’s policies regarding gifts and fund raising money.  The Chairman would be more 
comfortable accepting the gift if a group was designated instead of an individual.  Other 
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members of the Committee were worried that if the City asked for the change it would jeopardize 
the gift.  The Commissioner will speak with the individual regarding the change and to determine 
whether the individual thinks it is plausible before approaching the fund administrators.   
 
 Ald. Linsky moved approval of the item subject to second call in the hopes that a 
response from the Commissioner would be available before the next Board of Aldermen 
meeting.  Commissioner DeRubeis fully expects to have the response well before the Board 
meeting.  The Committee voted in favor of the motion.  Ald. Gentile abstained in order to review 
the response before making a decision.   
 
 The Committee adjourned at 8:17 p.m. and all other items before the Committee were 
held without discussion.  Draft Board Orders for the above items are attached. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Leonard J. Gentile, Chairman 



 #264-02(2) 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

ORDINANCE NO. X-81 
 

March 15, 2004 
 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
OF THE CITY OF NEWTON AS FOLLOWS: 
 
That the City of Newton Revised Ordinances of 2001, be and are hereby amended by adding a 
new Section 27-30 as follows: 

 
Sec. 27-30 Aid to elderly and disabled taxation fund; Taxation fund Committee. 
 
(a) There is hereby established within the city a taxation aid committee consisting of the 
chairman of the board of assessors, the city collector-treasurer and three residents of the city 
appointed by the mayor with the approval of the board of aldermen, who shall serve without 
compensation. The appointed members shall serve for three year terms and no appointed member 
shall serve for more than three consecutive terms. One (1) of the initial appointees shall be for a 
term of one (1) year; one (1) of the initial appointees shall be for a term of two years; and (1) of 
the initial appointees shall serve for a term of three years. At no time shall all three appointed 
members be of the same sex. 
 
The appointed members of the committee shall, so far as practicable, be selected so as to provide 
representation from persons with experience in dealing with senior citizens and disabled persons, 
including, but not limited to, persons with direct professional experience in providing social 
services to elderly and disabled persons; persons with experience in the field of geriatric 
medicine; representatives of religious organizations; veterans organizations; and organizations 
providing services to elderly and disabled persons.  
 
Annually, the chairperson of the committee shall issue a report to the board of aldermen detailing 
the activities of the committee, including, but not limited to, the total amount of money collected 
and disbursed, number of people assisted and information concerning the investment of funds. 
 
Approved as to legal form and character: 
 
 
 
DANIEL M. FUNK  
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
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#87-11 
 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

, 2011 
 

 
ORDERED: 
 
 That in accordance with the recommendation of His Honor the Mayor and with the 

confirmation of the Honorable Board of Aldermen, be it known that Matthew Chao, 48 

Hollis Street, Newton Corner, is hereby appointed as a member of the Newton Taxation 

Aid Committee for a term to expire on May 1, 2012. 

 
 
 
 
 
Under Suspension of Rules  
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON  
 City Clerk 
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#88-11 
 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

, 2011 
 

 
ORDERED: 
 
 That in accordance with the recommendation of His Honor the Mayor and with the 

confirmation of the Honorable Board of Aldermen, be it known that Rosemary Larking, 

1600 Washington Street, West Newton, is hereby reappointed as a member of the Newton 

Taxation Aid Committee for a term to expire on May 1, 2013. 

 
 
 
 
 
Under Suspension of Rules  
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON  
 City Clerk 
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#110-03(2) 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

, 2011 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through 
its Chairman, Leonard J. Gentile, the following Order and Schedule of Sewer 
Assessments for completed Common Sewer Extension in Dedham Street and 
Meadowbrook Road as approved by Board Order #110-03, be and is hereby approved: 
 
 S-B-L OWNER/ADDRESS BK./PG. AMT 

81-1-11 Thomas F. & Louise L. Weiner 27204/150 $3,367.25 
 580 Dedham St 
 
81-1-12 Denning E. Dahl & Debra J. Small 30372/526 $3,278.06 
 572 Dedham St 
 
81-1-13 Alan C. & Gail E. Epstein 12961/707 $3,184.42 
 564 Dedham St 
 
81-1-14 Lawrence T. Perera 30689/509 $3,384.57 
 Kurt F. Somerville, Trs. 
 146 Beverley Rd Trust 
 556 Dedham St 
 
83-36-4 Charles River Country Club Inc. 4445/44 LC $16,139.00 
 483-655 Dedham St 
 
81-1-1A Leon Sheinfield, Tr. 2542/084 $217.46 
 MLS Trust 
 7 Meadowbrook Rd 
 
81-10-7 Richard S. & Lynn H. Raisman 33289/239 $99.98 
 Raisman Realty Trust 
 8 Meadowbrook Rd 
 

Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON  (SGD) SETTI D. WARREN 
 City Clerk Mayor 
 



#111-03(2) 
 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

, 2011 
 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through 
its Chairman, Leonard J. Gentile, the following Order and Schedule of Sewer 
Assessments for completed Common Sewer Extension in Hancock Street and Grove 
Street as approved by Board Order #111-03, be and is hereby approved: 
 
 S-B-L OWNER/ADDRESS BK./PG. AMT 
 
 43-28-12 David S. Delorie & Joyce Boudreau 19181/125 $2,905.00 
  153 Hancock St 

 43-28-13 John M. & Karen E. Reilly 28841/102 $80.00 
  191 Grove St 
 
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON  (SGD) SETTI D. WARREN 
 City Clerk Mayor 
  
 
 Date ________________ 



#236-09(2) 
 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

, 2011 
 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through 
its Chairman, Leonard J. Gentile, the following Order and Schedule of Sewer 
Assessments for completed Common Sewer Extension in California Street as approved 
by Board Order #236-09, be and is hereby approved: 
 
 S-B-L OWNER/ADDRESS BK./PG. AMT 
 
 1-05-16 John Fantasia 11715/369 $2,748 
  337 California St 

 11-05-17 Edward & Karen Bianchi 19975/07 $1,422 
  345 California St 

 11-05-18 John Purcell 23278/304 $1,290 
  349California St 

 11-05-19 Paul & Clarissa Ferolito 16620/362 $1,169 
  355 California St 
 
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON  (SGD) SETTI D. WARREN 
 City Clerk Mayor 
  
 
 Date ________________ 



#78-11



#78-11



#78-11 
 

 CITY OF NEWTON 
 
 IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 
 , 2011 
 
 
 
ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its 

Chairman Leonard J. Gentile, the acceptance and authorization to expend a gift of Fifty Thousand 

Dollars ($50,000) from the Leveen Family Fund to be used solely toward the creation and 

maintenance of off-leash areas as detailed in the letter from the Leveen Family Fund dated February 

4, 2011, be and is hereby approved. 

 
 
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON  (SGD) SETTI D. WARREN 
 City Clerk Mayor 
  
 
 
 Date ________________ 
 


	03-28-11FinanceReport
	X-81
	87-11ApptTaxationAidCommitteeChao03-11-11
	88-11ApptTaxationAidCommitteeLarking03-10-11
	110-03(2)SewerAssessmentOrdinanc
	78-11MayorAcceptanceOff-Leash02-28-11



