
 

  
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, 
please contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in 
advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct 
line is: 617-796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 Public Safety & Transportation Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, September 6, 2023 

7:00 PM 
 
The Public Safety & Transportation Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual  
meeting on Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 7:00 pm. To view this meeting  
using Zoom use this link https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/82047868635   or call 
1-646-558-8656 and use the following  Meeting ID: 820 4786 8635 
 
Items Scheduled for Discussion: 

 
#307-23 Increase temporarily the number of sworn firefighters from 193 FTEs to 197 

FTEs 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to increase temporarily the 
number of sworn firefighters beginning October 1, 2023 through August 1, 2024 
from the FY2024 authorized amount of 193 FTEs (Full-Time Equivalents) to 197 
FTEs. 

 
Referred to Zoning & Planning, Public Facilities and Public Safety & 

Transportation Committees 
#72-22 Discussion with Police, DPW and Inspectional Services on sidewalk obstructions  
 COUNCILORS DOWNS, BOWMAN, MALAKIE, HUMPHREY, WRIGHT, RYAN, 

GREENBERG, DANBERG, GROSSMAN, AND LUCAS requesting a discussion with 
Police, Public Works and Inspectional Services regarding sidewalk obstruction, 
enforcement, regulation, and operating procedures during construction used to 
ensure safety for nonmotorized road users.  
Public Facilities No Action Necessary 7-0 on 06/08/22 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 06/08/22  
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Chair’s Note: The Public Facilities Committee will join the Committee to discuss #69-22.  

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees 
#69-22   Requesting a discussion regarding snow clearing, operations and enforcement 

  COUNCILORS DOWNS, BOWMAN, MARKIEWICZ, GROSSMAN, MALAKIE, 
WRIGHT, KELLEY AND NOEL requesting a discussion with the Department of 
Public Works and the Police Department regarding residential and commercial 
sidewalk snow clearing, operations and enforcement.  

  Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 06/08/22 
  Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 06/08/22 
 

       Referred to Public Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees 
#78-22 Discussion on transportation priorities and public works  

PUBLIC FACILITES COMMITTEE, PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE, AND COUNCILORS LEARY AND BOWMAN requesting a discussion 
with the administration and school officials on transportation priorities and 
public works/streets/sidewalks etc. 
Public Facilities voted No Action Necessary 5-0 on 10/19/22  
Public Safety & Transportation Held 5-0 on 02/22/23 (Councilor Lipof not 
voting) 

 
Respectfully  submitted,   
 
Andreae Downs, Chair  
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1000 Commonwealth Avenue ▪ Newton, MA  02459 
617-796-1210                             www.newtonma.gov 

City Council 
2022-23 City of Newton 

MEMO 

TO: James McGonagle, DPW Commissioner, John Lojek, Inspectional Services Commissioner, Chief John 
Carmichael 
CC: Jonathan Yeo, COO 
DATE: June 21, 2022 
FROM: Andreae Downs, Chair, PS&T, Alison Leary, Chair Public Facilities 
RE: Sidewalk Obstruction & Sidewalk Parking Ordinance Follow up (#72-22 discussion of June 8) 

Dear Commissioners McGonagle and Lojek; Chief Carmichael 

Thank you for your participation in our discussion of the item referenced above. The members of the 
Public Safety & Transportation and Public Facilities committees appreciate the level of inter-
departmental coordination needed to ensure that our sidewalks and bikeways remain passable especially 
for children and people with disabilities at all times, even during construction. 

It was heartening to hear that there is new training for inspectors and new policies in place when permits 
are pulled, also that ISD speaks with contractors about access at the time of a new permit being issued. 
We also appreciate the issuance of MUCTD detour guidelines for sites where sidewalks and bikeways 
might be obstructed. 

We left the discussion feeling that the way forward on this issue is not so much legislative as 
operational, and to that end have a number of requests (made at the meeting and reiterated here) as well 
as a suggestion. We hope these will be useful in your establishment of new procedures and policies and 
that we can discuss these again when Public Safety takes up this docket item later in the term. 

Requests--Please provide the Council with: 
A copy of the new contractor check list referenced at the meeting.  
A copy of what ISD gives to contractors and utilities about sidewalk obstructions and parking  

Suggestion: 
 As mentioned in the meeting, we feel it would help residents and contractors to have the rules 
available on site in the form of a sign noting the ordinances and which numbers to call in case of 
violations. Councilor Bowman has designed the attached, which we suggest could be easily printed & 
laminated for mounting with zip ties on any fenced site or nearby sign post. 

Thank you, and please reach out to me on behalf of the two committees if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Andreae Downs 
Chair 
Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
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Pedestrian Considerations: Checklist for Temporary Traffic Control Zones 

 
  

 

 

 

Pedestrian Considerations in the Field 

Construction/Maintenance/Utility 

� Public notices for construction projects include information about pedestrian closures and 

detours with specific outreach to organizations representing people with disabilities. 

� Construction phasing considers continuous access through or around the impacted area. For 

example, removing curb ramps at all four corners of an intersection simultaneously will reduce 

access. 

� TPARs are readily accessible and usable by individuals with disabilities, to the maximum 

extent feasible, and infeasible items are documented. 

� The path is maintained and clear of debris and other items that may obstruct pedestrian access. 

Temporary routes and ramps are stable with non-slip surfaces. 

� At intersections, pedestrian access is controlled, and traffic control devices provide advance 

notification of sidewalk closures and guidance to safe crossing locations including audible messages. 

� The pedestrian signal head is clear of visual obstructions such as fencing and/or equipment. 

� Additional signing/markings are installed, and transit stops are added or relocated, as necessary. 

� Physical barriers separate pedestrians from vehicular traffic, and protective features are installed as 

needed. 

Pedestrians are protected from the work space with barricades detectable by cane, and barricades are 

continuous, stable, and non-flexible. 

Field Device Criteria: Consider barricades with a solid toe rail covering an area 1.5 to 6 inches above 

the ground. The top of the barricade should be 36” to 42” in height with diagonal strips having at 

least 70% contrast. Also see MUTCD references listed above for additional detail. 

� Signs are adequately placed so that pedestrians are not confronted with mid-block obstacles on or 

above the TPAR. Signs and other devices mounted lower than 7 feet above the TPAR do not project 

more than 4 inches into the accessible path. Information on signs is communicated to pedestrians 

with visual or other disabilities. 

� Temporary traffic signals are modified or installed, including pedestrian signals and push buttons, 

as necessary. Ensure pedestrian clearance times adequately account for walking speeds and travel 

distances. Ensure that push buttons are accessible to pedestrians with disabilities. 

� Inspections include pedestrian accommodations during construction, and an appropriate timeline 

for inspection is being followed. 

� Traffic control devices and the pedestrian area are in well-maintained and safe condition and are 

accessible, clean, sturdy, firm, smooth, continuous, detectable, and do not pose tripping hazards. 
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Pedestrian Considerations: Checklist for Temporary Traffic Control Zones 

 
  

 

 

 

      
  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedestrian bypass with jersey barriers 

in roadway next to work zone 

Temporary accessible sidewalk 

during construction 

Sign for pedestrians to cross to opposite side of 

the street due to sidewalk closure 

Temporary pedestrian traffic controls at 

limit of work where sidewalk is closed 
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CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT

insert information on no parking on sidewalks or
berm, keeping sidewalks clear and passable
(unless permit from DPW is posted), site is kept
clear of trash and vermin, other?

THE  C ITY  OF  NEWTON REQUIRES  THE  FOLLOWING
GOOD NE IGHBOR POLICIES :

RESPONSIBILITIESRRREEESSSPPPOOONNNSSSIIIBBBIIILLLIIITTTIIIEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSS

ADDIT IONAL  REQUIREMENTS  FOR THIS  S ITE  ARE :

ISSUES?
Parking issues: Newton Police 617-796-2123
All other issues: Inspectional Services  617-796-1060

insert allowed construction hours, any additional
conditions specific to this site
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Bicycle/Pedestrian Network Plan

Plan Objectives
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Acknowledgements

Advisory Committee role
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Network Plan Consulting Partner
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Existing Conditions: data

Existing Conditions: site visit and 
public input
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Network Plan communications

Comments and questions
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Washington Street Pilot

Washington Street Pilot
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Washington Street Vision

Albemarle Traffic Calming
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Parker/Route 9 Safe Routes to 
Schools Grant

#78-22




