Newton Urban Tree Commission 
Meeting April 21, 2023 7:45 am
Minutes

Attendance:  
Members:  Howard Birnbaum, Ruth Goldman, Julia Malakie, Amy Sangiolo, Elizabeth Sockwell, Marc Welch, Beth Wilkinson.  
Guest:  Laura Petrillo

VOTE:  To Approve the minutes:  Unanimous

Forestry Department Update:  The Urban Forestry staff is mulching trees right now, until next week, possibly longer.  Purpose of mulch to moderate soil temperature and keep water and increase nutrition.  Everything planted in the last 2 years will be mulched and watered.  Mulch to 3 year trees but no water.  Provide mulch to Tree Conservancy new trees - 100.  Saturday 29th is Tree Conservancy planting day - 100 new trees planted.  City will plant 50 new trees next two weeks and watering will start weekly when mulching is completed. 

No update on the budget.  Mayor will be presenting budget to City Council next week. Budget is likely to be unchanged. 

Howard remarked on how nice the trees look on Central Street.  Marc pointed out how good the Kentucky Coffee trees and the Cherry and Crab Apples look now. Takes a few years to fill out a bit.  4C tree?  Water for 2 years.  Occasionally, continue to water struggling trees or adjacent trees. Overextended in the past two years.  1500 watering sites this year - about 300 too many for staffing capacity.

Elizabeth:  Did you get the new watering truck?  Not yet.  Hard to get quote. Supply chain issues. Put out bids last week but got no bidders.  Got some extra water trailers at the end of last season.

Marc: Currently, there are 3,000 new trees to be mulched.  Finish mulching next week and Jordan will keep track of dead trees.  Likely replace whatever died - sometimes spot is not good so won’t replace.

No tree removal requests yet.

City Review of Tree Ordinance Beth said they did not get to it at the last Programs & Services Committee meeting (too late).  They have not looked at whether there will be exemptions or what the pricing will be..If the current changes are accepted, the cemetery will be exempt for its lifetime. No replacement is required. Obligated to replace the trees they just cut. Marc thinks they are almost built out. Liberalizing the language. They are a Level 2 Arboretum. Are other orgs asking for exemption? Not to Marc’s knowledge.  Would have to be college or golf course. Don’t know when the topic will come up again as Josh was not running the meeting.  May will be budget month.  Stay tuned. 

Questions about Lasalle Community historic house and the trees?  24 Robindale Lane.  House coming down and adding units to Lasell and extending the dining hall.  

Earth Day Events: 
Green Newton Sunday April 23rd 12 - 4.  
Professor Primack from Boston College:  Wednesday 26th Talk at BC 6:30 pm
Mayor Fuller & Cong. Auchincloss & Sen Cream on Saturday 22nd 1 - 3 pm, Newton Center Green.  Handing out literature about green organizations.  

Wednesday May 10th Miyawaki Forest talk by Hannah Lewis
Sign up for this FREE Webinar: https://bit.ly/3KyvfAk
Newton Conservators’ is co-sponsoring this event on Miyawaki Forests - there is one in Danehy Park in Cambridge.  She will emphasize children being involved. Publicity should include schools as there is engagement of students. Send to PTO Council and then they will send to PTO’s

Dudley Street parcel. Beth has no update.  Group is no longer meeting, and there has been no news. Boston Private did a lot of financials for affordable housing and this has been disrupted. City waiting for the other parties to do something.

Tree Conservancy is looking for groups to plant trees. Fewer groups asking.  Still 10 - 15k street tree sites in the city.  Certain neighborhoods in West Newton & Newtonville getting trees.  Certain areas get hot because neighbors see neighbors planting. Tree Conservancy program is a lot of work for Conservancy Directors and the lead people in the neighborhood.  Ask Marc to identify areas from the city planting list  when they don’t hit 100.  Logistical challenges on planting day are more applications with fewer numbers - more staff to drop off trees etc. 



