
Newton Parks, Recreation, & Culture Department

Memorial Playground at Oak Hill Park
Community Meeting
April 4, 2024
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In 1848, Oak Hill was part of a larger forest/marsh area.
It became a residential neighborhood in the postwar development of the 1940s.
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Oak Hill is surrounded by a lot of open space, 
but just one City of Newton public playground.
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Memorial Park-Overview
•3.0 acres
•Abutting Solomon Schechter Day School 
•Centrally-located among mostly single-family 
neighborhood
•Connections to multiple walking/biking paths
•Open lawn area/multi-purpose practice field
•2 tennis courts
•Perimeter tree plantings
•Metal shade shelter (used by school)
•Playground



Renovation Goals

• Replace aged playground equipment

• Repair and update tennis court

• Enhance accessibility & inclusion

• Support a safe, shared neighborhood space

• $225,000 budget

• Playground and larger park are shared by all 
Newton residents and community members

• Playground enhancements directly related to 
strength of community support

Renovation Guides



Improvements Begun

Fall 2023: Multiple out-of-date and aged 
infrastructure and equipment have 
already been removed

The main playscape was installed in 1996 and is 
due for an upgrade next!
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Existing maintenance 
gate (locked)

Existing Tennis Courts
• Not enough “run-out” zones
• One center net not attached
• Archaic gate latch
• One entry
• Modest cracking
• Extensive weeds along fenceline

Existing gate
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Existing maintenance 
gate (locked)

Connect court to pathway 
at existing gate

Potential Court Rehab
• Same footprint
• One certified tennis court
• Two half-court basketball hoops
• New fence mesh and gates
• Additional gate for enhanced access
• Expanded pathway for accessibility



Elements of Play

11



Accessible & Inclusive Playgrounds

1. Accessibility: “Can I get there?”

2. Inclusion: “Can I stay?”

3. Usability: “Can I play?”
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Existing swings

Metal structure in 
good shape, just 
new swings and 
surfacing needed.



Surfacing:
GrassMats 
over 
Engineered 
Wood Fiber 
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Memorial Playground

DRAFT Cost Estimate for Renovation

Component Cost

Replace tennis posts and nets $5,000

Add basketball hoops (x2) $18,000

Traditional Seal & Paint $45,000

New Fence Mesh + Gate $45,000

Courts Subtotal $113,000
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Memorial Playground

DRAFT Cost Estimate for Renovation
Playground Cost

Main structure: Lhotse w/roof $39,892.50 

Element #1: Garden Seesaw $6,472.50 

Element #2: Enif - Terra $23,550.00 

Element #3: Supernova $7,417.50 
Element #4: Funpoint, Creator $13,312.50 

Swings $4,000.00 

Equipment Subtotal $94,645.00 

Wood Fiber, Matting, and Install $94,645.00

Total Subtotal $302,290.00 

Contingency (20%) $60,458.00 

Freight $8,000.00 

Total Total $370,748.00 
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Horace Mann Playground (2022): $250,000
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Wellington Playground 
w/Friends of Wellington Park (2023): $150,000
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Forte Park (2024): $150,000
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For additional Comments and input, please email us at: Parks@newtonma.gov 
or visit us at: www.newtonma.gov/parkprojects

Questions? Comments?

mailto:Parks@newtonma.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Fparkprojects&data=05%7C01%7Clpdemorizi%40newtonma.gov%7C733c24abda854fed592308da95a0e8d3%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637986815571151113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FZPbDiH7ry13sGs6V1DJnE8DJX1vFMW6n0GO%2FaYhpt4%3D&reserved=0
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