Election Commission Meeting Minutes May 17th, 2024
City Hall Room 211 & Virtual


Present: Commissioners John McDermott, Jan Huffman, Marjorie Ann Butler, Nancy Levine (joined at approx. 5:25p), John Doyle - Elections Supervisor

Zoom Link to Recorded Meeting
Clerk’s Office Updates and Housekeeping 
The Clerk’s office presented some data and information to the Commission. John explained to the Commission that the point of the data was to pull back the curtain and show the Commission what the Clerk’s office does every Election and the demand upon the office. John explained that he is often saying how Elections has changed and the demand upon the Clerk’s Office is greater than it has ever been, but the data presented showed the tangible results of these changes. 
Polling Location Change Recommendation for Ward 6 Precinct 4:
The Clerk’s Office recommended that the polling location for 6-4, located at Mason-Rice School, be re-located to The Newton Free Library which also has 2-4. John From the Clerk’s Office explained that this change is due to the close proximity (half  mile) between Maso-Rice and the Library, less foot traffic in the polling locations due to early voting, and other benefits of having a double precinct such as collaborations of poll workers, and more efficient ballot delivery. John read an email from the Mason-Rice Principal, Jacob Bultema, who voiced his desire to have voting taken out of Mason-Rice due to it being a distraction and disruption throughout the day. John also read an email submitted by the Ward 6 City Councilors which voiced a desire to keep 6-4 at Mason-Rice. Councilor Bixby was in attendance and also said a few words reaffirming her email. The Commission voted 3-0 to not recommend the change.
Polling Location Change Recommendation for Ward 4 Precinct 3:
The Clerk’s office proposed moving Ward 4 Precinct 3 from Williams Elementary to Hamilton Community Center, which currently has Ward 4 Precinct 2. The purpose for this proposed change is due to a few reasons. The first several reasons is the same as the reasons stated above. The other reason is also due to the fact that the Election Workers and Voters bathroom that they use is the exact same as the one the students use. The Clerk’s Office feels this could be a potential safety concern. John also read an email from Williams Principal Tony Byers. In his email Principal Byers expressed that he would not be opposed to removing Williams as a polling location as it can cause distractions throughout the day. The Commission decided to loop in Commissioner Levine, as this is her precinct. Commissioner Levine was able to join the meeting via zoom and expressed her desire to keep things as they are. The Commission then voted to not recommend the change 4-0.
September 2024 State Primary and November 2024 State Election Early In-Person Voting Hours Proposal:
The Clerk’s Office proposed dates and times for the September and November Election Early In-Person Voting Hours. The State mandates a minimum number of days and minimum hours, but the Clerk’s Office sets the specific weekend hours and, in this case, also added some hours and locations a few of the days. The Commission voted 3-0 to recommend the following Early In-Person dates and times:
· September 3rd, 2024 State Primary (All voting at City Hall)
· 8/24: 11a-5
· 8/25: 11a-5p
· 8/26: 8:30a-5p
· 8/27: 8:30a-5p
· 8/28: 8:30a-8p
· 8/29: 8:30a-5p
· 8/30: 8:30a-5p

· November 5th, 2024 State Election (Voting at City Hall unless otherwise noted)
· 10/19: 11a-5p*
· 10/20: 11a-5p*
· 10/21: 8:30a-5p
· 10/22: 8:30a-5p
· 10/23: 8:30a-5p
· 10/24: 8:30a-5p
· 10/25: 8:30a-5p
· 10/26: 11a-5p**
· 10/27: 11a-5p**
· 10/28: 8:30a-5p
· 10/29: 8:30a-5p
· 10/30: 8:30a-8p
· 10/31: 8:30a-5p
· 11/1: 8:30a-5p
*Voting at City Hall and NNHS
**Voting at City Hall and NSHS
Appointing a New Chair of the Commission:
The Commission voted 3-0 to appoint Marjorie Butler as the new Chair of the Commission

The meeting ended at 5:45 pm
