
 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 
 

Programs & Services Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Wednesday, September 18, 2024 

 
7:00 PM  
Room 211 
The Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting 
on Wednesday, September 18, 2024 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in-
person or virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/82894608632 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use 
the Meeting ID: 828 9460 8632. 
 

Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#339-24 Appointment of Mary Fitzgerald to the Parks and Recreation Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Mary Fitzgerald, 315 Albemarle Road, 
Newton as an Alternate member of the Parks and Recreation Commission for a 
term of office set to expire on September 30, 2027. (60 Days: 11/03/2024) 

 
#340-24 Appointment of Mark Feldhusen to Parks and Recreation Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Mark Feldhusen, 144 Cherry Street, Newton 
as the Ward 3 representative member of the Parks and Recreation Commission 
for a term of office set to expire on December 31, 2025. (60 Days: 11/03/2024) 

 
#349-24 Appointment of Caitlin Cusick to the Parks and Recreation Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Caitlin Cusick, 50 Prentice Road, Newton as 
a Ward 7 member of the Parks and Recreation Commission for a term of office 
set to expire on October 21, 2027. (60 Days: 11/15/2024) 

 
#90-24 Requesting update on leaf-blower landscaper registration and enforcement 

ordinance 
COUNCILORS BAKER, MALAKIE, LOBOVITS, WRIGHT, BLOCK, AND FARRELL 
requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Inspectional Services and the 
Chief of Police, and responsible members of their Departments as to the 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/82894608632
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progress in securing compliance with the leaf-blower provisions of Newton's 
noise ordinance requiring landscaper registration and lawful operation of noise-
compliant equipment, including the reporting and enforcement work by those 
Departments. 
Programs & Services Held 6-0 on 03/20/24 

 
#338-24 Request for review and strengthening of Sec. 20-13 Noise Control standards for 

repetitive impulsive sound 
 COUNCILORS MALAKIE, DOWNS, GETZ, AND LUCAS requesting review and 

amendment of noise ordinance to improve protection for abutters of 
construction projects from repetitive impulsive sound such as that produced by 
rock drills and pile drivers, including duration limits, hours of operation and 
allowed decibel levels. 

 
#206-24 Requesting complete review and appropriate changes to the Rules of the City 

Council 
COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN AND LAREDO requesting the review of the Rules of the 
City Council, traditionally done through a Subcommittee of the Programs & 
Services Committee. The Committee should review the rules and make 
recommendations to the full Committee in time for the recommendations to be 
reviewed and adopted by the full Council prior to the Inauguration of the next 
term's City Council, when the Rules for that Council are formally adopted at 
Inauguration. 

  Programs & Services Held 5-0 (Councilor Baker Not Voting) on 06/05/24 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Josh Krintzman, Chair  



Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Office of the Mayor 

Honorable City Council 

Newton City Hall 

1000 Commonwealth A venue 

Newton, MA 02459 

To the Honorable City Councilors: 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

TDD/TIY 
(617) 796-1089 

Email
rfuller@newtonma.gov 

August 26, 2024 

I am pleased to appoint Mary Fitzgerald of 315 Albemarle Road, Newton as an 

Alternate member of the Parks and Recreation Commission. Mary Fitzgerald's term of 

office shall expire on September 30, 2027 and the appointment is subject to your 

confirmation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Warmly, 

��: + \A.\..W

Ruthanne Fuller 

Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newtonma.gov 

#339-24



Submit Date: Jun 25, 2024

First Name Middle
Initial

Last Name

Email Address

Home Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

Employer Job Title

Newton, MA Boards & Commissions
Application Form

Profile

What Ward do you live in?

 Ward 3 

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Parks and Recreation Commission: Submitted

Ethnicity

 Caucasian/Non-Hispanic 
Gender

 Female 

Interests & Experiences

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve.

Mary R Fitzgerald

315 Albemarle Road

Newton MA 02460

Self-employed Community Health Educator

Mary R Fitzgerald

#339-24



Upload a Resume

Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission?

I've lived in Newton for most of my life, in the same place on Albemarle Road where I grew
up. I worked as a Newton Public Schools Physical Education and Health teacher for close to
twenty years, taught swimming lessons to hundreds of Newton children and adults as a
swimming instructor for the City of Newton, played numerous sports for my town and high
school teams and have done much coaching and officiating across a number of sports and
programs for many years. I believe this experience will be meaningful to the work that the
Recreation Commission is doing to ensure safe, green, inclusive spaces for all of our
community to enjoy. I would love an opportunity to give back to a city that has provided my
family and I so much in terms of opportunity and resources, and serving on the Parks and
Recreation Commission for Ward 3 would be a real honor for me.

Mary_Fitzgerald_Resume_April_2024.pdf

Mary R Fitzgerald

#339-24

http://newtonma.granicus.com/boards/admin/answers/8516101/attachment?timestamp=1719333568


Mary Reynolds Fitzgerald
EDUCATION

Endicott College, Beverly, MA 2020
M.Ed. Organizational Management, Endicott College
Education Leadership Program (ELI), EDCO

University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 1992
M.S. Exercise Science - Biomechanics                                                                            
 
University of Massachusetts, Boston, MA 1990
B.S. Physical Education

LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE

PEHW PreK-8 Curriculum Coordinator - Long Term Substitute January - April 2024
Newton Public Schools, Newton, MA
- Support PEHW preK-8 staff in all ways possible from equipment needs to managing classroom issues,
developing professional development opportunities, planning staff meetings, completing and writing up
observations and evaluations, attending all meetings and organizing/assigning adapted physical education
needs as necessary.

Wellness Department Chair K/12 September 2021 - June 2023
Public Schools of Medfield, Medfield, MA
- Select, assign, supervise, provide oversight and evaluate Wellness department staff - K/12
- Envision and support professional development for faculty so that all staff can effectively implement a
wide range of best-practice instructional and assessment strategies
- Responsible for Wellness budget across K/12 district
- Provide leadership in the development, review, revision, and interpretation of district Wellness policy
- Collaborate with other department chairs and district administrators to design, coordinate and integrate
course content and offerings
- Assess scope and efficacy of the current Wellness curriculum and identify culturally responsive
opportunities to amplify and extend learning for all students
- Teach 0.4 FTE Wellness classes including 6th grade Health and Family & Consumer Sciences 6-8

Teacher Leader - PE/Health and Wellness September 2015 – 2021
Bigelow Middle School, Newton, MA
- Responsible for creating content and delivering lessons
- Responsible for PE budget and ordering of equipment
- Created distance learning website, content and curriculum
- Plan and facilitate weekly meetings with teaching colleague
- Collaborate with team to determine and implement academic and behavioral responses
- Work with principal to respond to teacher and students needs
- Directed Bigelow Ski Club, scheduled buses & coordinated chaperones for winter trips

Administrative Intern - Bigelow Middle School January 2019 - June 2020
Newton Public Schools, Newton, MA

#339-24



- Met weekly with Assistant Principal to discuss school related issues
- Visited classrooms, made unofficial observations, gave verbal and written feedback
- Served as administrator on site for school plays and other events
- Created year-long project team with ELL staff members
- Developed positive working relationships with PTO, School Council & parent community
- Served on Leadership Committee, Behavioral Expectations Committee and Intervention Committee
- District-wide member of Wellness Committee and Food Service Advisory Group

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

PE/Health and Wellness Teacher
- Bigelow Middle School, Newton, MA September 2015 - Present
- Underwood Elementary School, Newton, MA September 2013 – June 2015
- City-wide assignments K/12, Newton, MA November 2010 – June 2013
- Germaine Lawrence School, Arlington, MA October 2009 – August 2010

Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher February 2006 – June 2007
- Brown Middle School, Newton, MA

Long-Term Substitute Teacher - PE/Health and Wellness
- Mason Rice Elementary School, Newton, MA November 2008 - March 2009
- F.A. Day Middle School, Newton, MA October 2007 - June 2008
- Brown Middle School, Newton, MA November 2004 - June 2005

CERTIFICATIONS AND ENDORSEMENTS

Massachusetts Principal License
- (PreK-6) and (5-8)
Massachusetts Educator License, Physical Education
- (PreK-8) & (5-12)
Massachusetts Provisional Educator License, Health
- (PreK-8) & (5-12)
Massachusetts SEI Administrator Endorsement

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

Volunteer - Unity Farm Sanctuary, Sherborn, MA (July 2023 - Present)

Charles River Food Cooperative - Marketing Committee Member December 2023 - Present)

American Red Cross First Aid and CPR certified

#339-24



Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Office of the Mayor 

Honorable City Council 

Newton City Hall 

1000 Commonwealth A venue 

Newton, MA 02459 

To the Honorable City Councilors: 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100

TDD/TIY
(617) 796-1089

Email
rfuller@newtonma.gov 

August 26, 2024 

I am pleased to appoint Mark Feldhusen of 144 Cherry Street, Newton as the Ward 3 

member of the Parks and Recreation Commission. Mark Feldhusen's term of office 

shall expire on December 31, 2025 and the appointment is subject to your 

confirmation. Mark Feldhusen is currently serving as ari Alternate member on the 

Parks and Recreation Commission. Moving to full member, he will be completing 

Marguerite Connolly's term ending December 2025. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Warmly, 

�.,..� +""\\,..( 
Ruthanne Fuller 

Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newtoruna.gov 

#340-24



Submit Date: Oct 02, 2022

First Name Middle Initial Last Name

Email Address

Home Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

Employer Job Title

Newton, MA Boards & Commissions

Application Form

Profile

What Ward do you live in?

 Ward 3 

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Parks and Recreation Commission: Submitted

Interests & Experiences

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve.

Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission?

Since 1989 I have been a Newton resident. Our daughter attended school here and throughout our time
we have been impressed with the level of city services, quality of schools and availability of open space
and parks. As time permitted I served on the Franklin School Council, the board of Newton Schools
Foundation, and volunteered my piano skills at Day Middle School as well as Newton North HS. A few
years back I started volunteering at Wellington Park here in West Newton. And since leaving full time work
in the business world, have spent many hours at that park. One of proudest accomplishments to date was
the creation of a butterfly bed at Wellington which I dug last year and planted this year. it attracted many
interested neighbors as well as an unprecedented number of monarchs. As much as I always enjoyed our
city's parks and open spaces, I have developed a keener appreciation of them since working at
Wellington. And, with my more flexible schedule, I want to give back to the city where I have lived much of
my adult life and where we raised our daughter. I see young families moving into the neighborhood and I
want them to have the same great experiences that I've enjoyed. I am attaching one resume from my
business days - where I spent most of my time in operations and was well known for helping people to
build consensus and work together. I believe that my operations background combined with my love of
outdoor space and fun will make a valuable contribution to the Park & Recreation Commissions.

Mark T Feldhusen

144 Cherry Street

West Newton MA 02465

Mark T Feldhusen

#340-24



Upload a Resume

Feldhusen_business_resume.docx

Mark T Feldhusen

#340-24

http://newtonma.granicus.com/boards/admin/answers/5847518/attachment?timestamp=1567955293


S K I L L S
Operational Management

Process Improvement

Training

E X P E R I E N C E
Director, Business Services | Commonwealth 
Financial Network | September, 2000 – February,
2018

Responsible for a team of 16 people in two offices 
who imaged all incoming correspondence for archival 
and work flow purposes. Provided technical training 
on and wrote business rules for a company-wide CRM 
system. Collaborated with business owners to develop
traditional and online forms for data 
collection/distribution. Responsible for Office Services 
and Facilities for five years.

Account Manager | Pitney Bowes Management 
Services | September, 1988 – August, 2000

Responsible for daily operations of outsourced on-site 
contract teams providing mail/copy/fax services to 
legal and insurance firms. Managed and renewed 
multi-year customer contracts with annual revenues 
of up to $3.5 million.

E D U C AT I O N
AB Education with Honors | 1976 | The 
University of Michigan

O B J E C T I V E
Secure a position where I can 
contribute my organizational, 
process improvement, and 
management skills.

CONTACT

144 Cherry Street

West Newton, MA

02465-1239

V O LU N T E E R  
E X P E R I E N C E
Annual shoe collection (Rerun 
Shoes)

Read-to-a Child

Community Servings

Choral singing outreach

1

#340-24



Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Office of the Mayor 

Honorable City Council 

Newton City Hall 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue 

Newton, MA 02459 

To the Honorable City Councilors: 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100

TDD/'nY
(617) 796-1089

Email
rfuller@ncwtonma.gov 

September 9, 2024 

I am pleased to appoint Caitlin Cusick of 50 Prentice Road, Newton as the Ward 7 

member of the Parks and Recreation Commission. Caitlin Cusick's term of office shall 

expire on October 21, 2027 and the appointment is subject to your confirmation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Warmly, 

��: +��\.,J 
Ruthanne Fuller 

Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newtonma.gov 

#349-24



Newton, MA Boards & Commissions 

Application Form 

Profile 

Caitlin 
First Name 

 
Email Address 

50 Prentice Road 
Home Address 

Newton 
City 

What Ward do you live in? 

17 Ward 7 

 
Primary Phone 

Newton Public Schools 
Employer 

E 

Middle 
Initial 

Alternate Phone 

Teacher 
Job Title 

Cusick 
Last Name 

Which Boards would you like to apply for? 

Parks and Recreation Commission: Submitted 

Ethnicity 

17 Ca ucasia n/Non-H ispa nic 

Gender 

17 Female 

Interests & Experiences 

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve. 

Caitlin E Cusick 

Submit Date: Aug 07, 2024 

Suite or Apt 

MA 02459 
State Postal Code 

#349-24



Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission? 

I am interested in serving on a board/commision because I strongly believe that citizens are 
engaged when they take action and when they play a meaningful role in the support of their 
city resources and the implementation of programs affecting them. When my husband and I 
chose Newton as a place to raise our family, we knew this great city would become a "home" 
to us more quickly if we increased our engagement as citizens. We quickly took over the 
local block party each year; integrated ourselves in local politics by advocating for issues 
and candidates that were important to us; we engaged with our church community; and we 
attended every possible kid-friendly event the city offered. As a mom and an elementary 
school teacher, my natural move was also to assume positions in my children's schools. 
Through all of these valuable experiences, we have met incredible people in Newton and 
these connections are what have made Newton our home. A Globe article last week showed 
that "we are happier when we know our neighbors ..... (we) work together more effectively to 
boost quality of life." (Michelle Wu, Boston Globe, 5/30/19) I believe this to be true and I 
would be honored to assume a position on a Newton board/commission to better know my 
neighbors and to work with others to improve the quality of life for all in Newton. Thank you 
for considering my attached resume and experiences. 

RESUME CCUSICK 2 .pdf 
Upload a Resume 

Caitlin E Cusick 

#349-24



Caitlin E. Cusick 

50 Prentice Road 
Newton, MA 02459 

 
 

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS 

Northeastern University; Boston, MA: Masters of Arts in Teaching, December, 2010 

Loyola University; New Orleans, LA: Bachelor of Arts - Communications, 2002 

Massachusetts Initial Teaching License - Elementary (1-6) 
Massachusetts Initial Teaching License - Teacher of Students with Moderate Disabilities (Pre-K- 8) 
Massachusetts Initial Teaching License - Sheltered English Immersion 

EXPERIENCE 

Teacher, Underwood School, Newton, MA - October 2021 - Present 
Fifth Grade Special Education Teacher, Co-Taught - September 2023 - Present 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Co-plans, modifies and executes lessons in a fifth grade inclusion classroom with full 
responsibility for academic and behavioral modifications for a diverse population of 6 
special education students in an inclusion classroom of 21 total students. 
Teaches fifth grade curriculum across all subject areas . 
Develops IEP goals and objectives; attends IEP Meetings as Special Educator; assesses 
students as parts of initial and re-evaluations; and keeps regular data tracking of student 
progress towards goals. 
Maintains regular communication with families; holds parent-teacher conferences; 
completes bi-annual progress reports; and attends and participates in IEP and 504 
Meetings. 
Collaborates with co-teacher, special educators, therapists, interventionists, coaches and 
grade level team members regularly in student consult meetings and Professional 
Learning Community meetings. 

Long Term Substitute - September 2022 - June 2023 
(Fifth grade, September - December; Third Grade December - April; First Grade April - June) 

• Demonstrated an ability to adjust teaching style and capacities across multiple grade
levels in one school year.

• Planned, modified and executed lessons across all academic subject areas.
• Collaborated with grade level teams, special educators, service providers, academic

coaches and school leadership regularly in Professional Learning Community Meetings.
• Maintained regular communication with families; held parent - teacher conferences;

completed bi-annual progress reports; and attended and participated in IEP and 504
Meetings.

Literacy Interventionist - October 2021 - June 2022 
• Planned and executed literacy interventions across grades K - 3.
• Conducted frequent varied student assessments and regular data tracking.
• Collaborated with school staff including classroom teachers, special educators and the

literacy coach regularly in Professional Learning Community Meetings.
• Monitored and reported on individual student growth.

Teacher, The Eliot K-8 School, Boston, MA - November, 2010 - December 2011 
Grades 3&4 Sub-Separate Speech & Language Classroom - November, 2010 - June 2011 
Literacy & Technology Specialist - September 2011 - December 2011 

Student Teacher, The Eliot K-8 School, Boston , MA - September, 201 O - October, 2010 

#349-24



Senior Account Manager, Marquis Jet, Boston, MA -July, 2004 -June, 2009 

Account Manager, LeapFrog Systems, Boston, MA -December, 2002 -July, 2004 

CURRENT LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 

Board Member, St. Ignatius of Loyola Par ish Chestnut Hill, MA 

September 2021 - Present 

Board Member, Buzzards Sailing School Bourne, MA 

May 2021 - Present 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERISM AND INTERESTS 

• Co-President, Ward School Parent Teacher Organization -September 2021 -June 2023

• Founder and President, The Preschool Experience Family Teacher Organization (FTO) -
September 2016 -June 2021

• Faith Formation Teacher, St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish -September 2017 - June 2023
• Liturgical Prep Commision, St. Ignatius Parish -September 2018 - Present

• Eucharistic Bread Baker, St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish -December 2016 - Present

• Dana-Farber Marathon Challenge -Four time Boston Marathon Finisher and Fundraiser

(over $45k raised) -April 2005, April 2007, April 2008 and April 2019

• Ward Elementary School Principal Selection Advisory Committee (SAC) - November

2017 -May 2018

• Elected Parent to Ward Elementary School Council - January 2018 - Present (3 year

term)

• Ward Elementary School Representative, Safe Routes to School - September 2018 -

June 2021
• Co-Founder and Co-Director, New to Newton -March 2019 -June 2021

• New England Chapter President, The Loyola University New Orleans Alumni Association

-June 2003 -September 2010
• Volunteer Track Coach, Newton Special Athletes -October 2006 - April 2009

#349-24
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1000 Commonwealth Avenue ▪ Newton, MA  02459 
617-796-1210                             www.newtonma.gov 

Newton City Councilor Josh Krintzman 

Date: September 13, 2024 
To: Programs & Services Committee 
From: Josh Krintzman, Chair of Programs & Services Committee 
Re: Change in Membership of Rules Subcommittee 

Dear Colleagues, 

The Rules Subcommittee will be holding its first meeting on Thursday, September 19, 2024. Prior to this 
meeting I am informing members of the Committee about a change to the membership of the Subcommittee. 
Councilor David Micley will no longer be serving on the Rues Subcommittee and in his place Councilor Bill 
Humphrey will be serving.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Josh Krintzman, Chair of Programs & Services Committee 

206-24


	City of Newton
	In City Council
	Application-Mary Fitzgerald_Redacted.pdf
	Newton, MA Boards & Commissions
	Application Form

	Mark Feldhusen-Application_Redacted.pdf
	Newton, MA Boards & Commissions
	Application Form
	Mark T. Feldhusen
	Skills
	Operational Management
	Process Improvement
	Training
	Forms Design

	Experience
	Director, Business Services | Commonwealth Financial Network | September, 2000 – February, 2018
	Account Manager | Pitney Bowes Management Services | September, 1988 – August, 2000

	education
	AB Education with Honors | 1976 | The University of Michigan

	Objective
	Secure a position where I can contribute my organizational, process improvement, and management skills.
	CONTACT
	144 Cherry Street
	West Newton, MA
	02465-1239

	VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
	Annual shoe collection (Rerun Shoes)
	Read-to-a Child
	Community Servings
	Choral singing outreach






