
Programs & Services Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Wednesday, September 18, 2024 

 
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Oliver, Malakie, Baker, and Farrell 
 
Absent: Councilors Humphrey, Micley, and Lobovits 
 
Also Present: Councilor Getz 
 
City Staff: Anthony Ciccariello, Commissioner of Inspectional Services; Kristen Annunziato, 
Assistant City Solicitor; Nicole Banks, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture; George 
McMains, Acting Chief of Police; and Jaclyn Norton, Committee Clerk 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: Programs & 
Services Committee | City of Newton, MA (newtonma.gov) 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: Programs and Services Committee - September 18, 2024 (youtube.com) 
 
#339-24 Appointment of Mary Fitzgerald to the Parks and Recreation Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Mary Fitzgerald, 315 Albemarle Road, 
Newton as an Alternate member of the Parks and Recreation Commission for a 
term of office set to expire on September 30, 2027. (60 Days: 11/03/2024) 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 4-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) 
 
Note:  Ms. Fitzgerald described that she is a lifetime resident of Newton and is a former 
seasonal employee of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Department. She sees serving on the 
Commission as a way to give back to the city and hopes to help marginalized individuals have 
greater access to PRC programming. A Councilor asked if the appointee would be in support of 
signage that notes the potential heat dangers of artificial turf. Ms. Fitzgerald supports this by 
making information available to people. Councilors voted 4-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) on a 
motion to approve from Councilor Malakie. 
 
#340-24 Appointment of Mark Feldhusen to Parks and Recreation Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Mark Feldhusen, 144 Cherry Street, Newton 
as the Ward 3 representative member of the Parks and Recreation Commission 
for a term of office set to expire on December 31, 2025. (60 Days: 11/03/2024) 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 4-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) 
 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x08NjKFDHS4&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjWrNbMO43imvzNSUJfdURqQ


Programs & Services Committee Report 
Wednesday, September 18, 2024 

Page 2 
Note:  Mr. Feldhusen has served as an alternate on the Parks and Recreation 
Commission previously and this appointment would make him the Ward 3 representative. He 
noted his involvement in the rewrite of the Commission’s manual. He was also asked the 
question regarding artificial turf signage and noted the advisory role of the Commission and 
that these could be appropriate. Committee members voted 4-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) 
on a motion to approve from Councilor Malakie. 
 
#349-24 Appointment of Caitlin Cusick to the Parks and Recreation Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Caitlin Cusick, 50 Prentice Road, Newton as 
a Ward 7 member of the Parks and Recreation Commission for a term of office 
set to expire on October 21, 2027. (60 Days: 11/15/2024) 

Action: Programs & Services Approved 3-0-1 (Councilor Malakie Abstained) (Councilor 
Farrell Not Voting) 

 
Note:  Ms. Cusick noted how recreation can be beneficial for building community and 
that she would bring the perspective of a frequent user of PRC facilities to the Commission. On 
the topic of signage, Ms. Cusick stated that she is not committed to adding this signage as she 
wants to have conversations with multiple parties on the matter. A Councilor encouraged her 
to look into serving as a member of the Newton Commonwealth Foundation as well due to her 
family’s usage of the Commonwealth Golf Course. Councilors voted 3-0-1 (Councilor Malakie 
Abstained) (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) on a motion to approve from Councilor Baker.  
 
#90-24 Requesting update on leaf-blower landscaper registration and enforcement 

ordinance 
COUNCILORS BAKER, MALAKIE, LOBOVITS, WRIGHT, BLOCK, AND FARRELL 
requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Inspectional Services and the 
Chief of Police, and responsible members of their Departments as to the 
progress in securing compliance with the leaf-blower provisions of Newton's 
noise ordinance requiring landscaper registration and lawful operation of noise-
compliant equipment, including the reporting and enforcement work by those 
Departments. 
Programs & Services Held 6-0 on 03/20/24 

Action:  Programs & Services Held 4-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) 
 
Note:  The docketing Councilor stated that this discussion is to provide an update on 
the summer enforcement of the ordinance and to see if any amendments would be appropriate 
at this time. Anthony Ciccariello, Commissioner of Inspectional Services, stated that in 2024 at 
the time of the meeting, the Department had seen 183 complaints where landscapers have 
been found in compliance, 140 violations issued, and 104 warnings issued. These are on pace 
with 2023 where 261 complaints were filed where landscapers were found in compliance, 260 
violations were issued, and 211 warnings were issued. George McMains, Acting Chief of Police, 
noted his prior involvement with former Chief McDonald on this ordinance and that it 
previously has not been administered by the Police Department due to uncertainty on who is 
issued the citation. He stated the current ordinance alleviates these concerns and the 
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Department will begin implementing the ordinance again. When asked if the ordinance should 
be uniform in restrictions year round both Commissioner Ciccariello and Acting Chief McMains 
agreed that a uniform ordinance would be easier for the public to understand.  
 
Councilors asked if information could be received from members of the public for pattern 
recognition that could aid in enforcement. Commissioner Ciccariello responded that this 
information will be provided via phone or through complaints filed in the NewGov system and 
the part-time enforcement officer utilizes this information to determine routes to take. Kristen 
Annunziato, Assistant City Solicitor, added that this information can be used for enforcement 
but cannot be the sole basis for issuing a citation or ticket. In-person enforcement action is 
needed as well. On the topic of collecting fines, most tickets have been paid and some lawsuits 
have been filed for the worst offenders. The City has reached agreements with most of these 
companies. Tickets are occasionally appealed, and the City currently has a rate of 60% of 
appeals being upheld. Councilors asked if ISD and the Police Department can notify 
homeowners when they are using a suspended landscaper. Attorney Annunziato clarified that 
the utilization of a suspended landscaper is the same as the utilization of a non-registered 
landscaper. Councilors also showed support for waiting to explore a gas leaf blower ban to get 
more data on the current ordinance.  
 
Councilors voted 4-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting) on a motion to hold from Councilor Baker. 
 
#338-24 Request for review and strengthening of Sec. 20-13 Noise Control standards for 

repetitive impulsive sound 
 COUNCILORS MALAKIE, DOWNS, GETZ, AND LUCAS requesting review and 

amendment of noise ordinance to improve protection for abutters of 
construction projects from repetitive impulsive sound such as that produced by 
rock drills and pile drivers, including duration limits, hours of operation and 
allowed decibel levels. 

Action:  Programs & Services Held 5-0 
 
Note:  The docketing Councilor noted that the current decibel limit is 90 dBA as 
measured from the property line for rock drills and pile drivers. The reason for docketing this 
item came after multiple abutters complained about the sound made by these pieces of 
equipment and the duration of the sound. An example of the sound was played for the 
Committee. In 2023 the City Council adopted a vibration control ordinance that handles the 
impact of these devices on surrounding buildings.  
 
Councilors asked if there was a way to put a limit on the times that this equipment could be 
used and if it could be part of the construction management plan. Requests were also made to 
look into other communities that have taken action to limit the noise from this equipment. 
Commissioner Ciccariello stated that careful consideration is needed on any potential 
restrictions as they could prolong the work and that the use of this equipment is an alternative 
to blasting. Attorney Annunziato added that there is concern about potential restrictions 
conflicting with the state building code.  



Programs & Services Committee Report 
Wednesday, September 18, 2024 

Page 4 
 
Committee members voted 5-0 on a motion to hold from Councilor Baker. 
 
#206-24 Requesting complete review and appropriate changes to the Rules of the City 

Council 
COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN AND LAREDO requesting the review of the Rules of the 
City Council, traditionally done through a Subcommittee of the Programs & 
Services Committee. The Committee should review the rules and make 
recommendations to the full Committee in time for the recommendations to be 
reviewed and adopted by the full Council prior to the Inauguration of the next 
term's City Council, when the Rules for that Council are formally adopted at 
Inauguration. 

  Programs & Services Held 5-0 (Councilor Baker Not Voting) on 06/05/24 
Action:  Programs & Services Held 5-0 
 
Note:  The Chair described that the Rules Subcommittee will be holding its first meeting 
on Thursday, September 19th and that Councilor Micley will no longer be serving on the Rules 
Subcommittee. Councilor Humphrey will be serving in his place.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:56 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Josh Krintzman, Chair 



Background info re repetitive impulsive sound 
(Malakie notes for 9/18/24 P&S) 

Existing construction noise ordinance related to construction: 

* * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * 

#338-24



#338-24



15 Ruane Circle – site of 4 weeks of rock drilling in Nov/Dec 2021

Excerpts of emails 

Saturday 11/13/21, 9:30am, 19 Exeter St resident to Linda Plazonja: 

#338-24



Monday 11/15/21, 9:17am, 19 Exeter St resident to Mayor Fuller: 

Monday 11/15/21, 4:18pm, Linda Plazonja reply to 19 Exeter St resident: 

Wednesday 11/17/21, 19 Exeter resident reply to Linda Plazonja: 

#338-24



Wednesday 11/17/21, 29 Exeter St resident to Plazonja, Mayor & me: 

 

Thursday 11/18/21, 29 Exeter St resident to me: 

 

 

Monday, 11/29/21, 4:27pm, me to ISD, Plazonja, Mayor & Ruane 

neighbors: 

 

#338-24



 

Tuesday, 12/7/21, 19 Exeter St resident to me, ISD, Plazonja, Mayor & 

neighbors: 

 

9/18/24, 29 Exeter St resident to me (recollections): 

 

Videos: 

Rock drill sound (no narration) https://youtu.be/oIA99vcRuNY?feature=shared 

Narrated video 11/16/21: https://youtu.be/2UiCho_uhJ8?feature=shared 

Narrated video 11/29/21: https://youtu.be/f2I8iGxKmAg?feature=shared 

#338-24

https://youtu.be/oIA99vcRuNY?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/2UiCho_uhJ8?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/f2I8iGxKmAg?feature=shared
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