
Finance Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Tuesday, October 15, 2024 
  

Present:  Councilors Gentile (Chair), Micley, Malakie, Bixby, Grossman and Humphrey 
 
Absent:  Councilors Greenberg and Lipof 
 
City staff present: Manager of Financial Planning & Analysis Perry Rosenfield; Comptroller Stephen 
Curley; City Solicitor Ali Giuliani; Chief Financial Officer Maureen Lemieux; Director of Planning and 
Development Barney Heath, Director of Transportation Planning Jenn Martin; Economic Development 
Director Jon Sisson; Assistant Fire Chief Michael Bianchi  
 
All Finance agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/finance-
committee  
 
 

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXYQqcXJhQo&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjVG22BlBRI4bodYnXHIBU0u   

 
#337-24 Appointment of Christopher di Bonaventura 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Christopher di Bonaventura, 2 Knowles Street as a 
trustee of the Other Post-Employment Benefits Trust Fund for a term of office set to 
expire on October 7, 2027. (60 days:  September 24, 2024) 

Action:  Finance Committee Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  Christopher di Bonaventura joined the committee to discuss his appointment to the 
Other Post-Employment Benefits Trust fund. Mr. di Bonaventura explained that he has always worked 
in the financial services field and started his career as a public accountant. He noted this is his way of 
contributing to the public employees of Newton.  
 
A councilor questioned what Mr. di Bonaventura’s stance is on debating when to save for future 
expenses or spending the money on current projects/programs. He explained that he will be doing 
more research on the benefit programs but he has worked on this with other communities on this 
question in his past professional experience.   
 
Councilors thanked him for his willingness to serve 
 
Councilor Grossman motioned to approve which passed unanimously.   
 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/finance-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/finance-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXYQqcXJhQo&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjVG22BlBRI4bodYnXHIBU0u
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#368-24 Appropriation to accept and expend a $50,000 grant for an Economic Development 

Plan  
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of a 
fifty-thousand-dollar ($50,000.00) grant from the FY25 Community Compact grant 
program for the development of an Economic Development Plan. 

Action:  Finance Committee Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  John Sisson, Economic Development Director joined the committee to discuss the 
acceptance of a $50,000 grant from the FY25 Community Compact grant program. Mr. Sisson provided 
the attached memo. He explained that the plan is to update the 2019 Economic Development Plan 
with a consultant.  
 
A councilor asked if the City has to go out to bid for the consultant. Barney Heath, Director of Planning 
& Development explained that the consultant that worked on the 2019 plan is available to work on this 
one as well. He noted that because the contract will be $50,000 or less they do not need to go through 
the purchasing process.  
 
Councilor Malakie motioned to approved which passed unanimously.  
 
#370-24 Authorization to accept and expend a $217,800 grant from MassDOT's Shared Streets 

and Spaces Program 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a two hundred 
seventeen thousand- and eight-hundred-dollar ($217,800) grant from MassDOT's 
Shared Streets and Spaces Program for BlueBikes bike share operations in the City of 
Newton. 

Action:  Finance Committee Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  Jenn Martin, Director of Transportation Planning joined the committee to discuss a 
$217,800 grant from MassDOT’s Shared Streets and Spaces Program. Ms. Martin provided the 
attached memo. She explained that this is the fourth grant the City has received to support the bike 
share program. There are currently 194 Bluebikes across 15 stations, a map of these are attached and 
there are approximately 9,000 rides a year. The Boston College station is the most popular and is open 
year-round.  
 
A councilor asked for more explanation on what the projected demand will be. Ms. Martin explained 
that they do expect ridership to increase as they add more electric bikes to the program.  
 
A councilor raised concerns regarding having a previous employee still working for the City to help with 
grant writing and questioned if there was others in the department that could do this work.  
 
Barney Heath, Director of the Planning & Development Department that this employee was kept on to 
finish projects she had started and to assist with any grant writing related to Transportation. This 
employee continues to be successful in getting these grants.  
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A councilor noted that this would be discussed during the next budget process.  
 
Councilor Malakie motioned to approve which passed unanimously.  
 
#367-24 Authorization to accept and expend a $50,000 grant from the FY25 Community 

Compact Grant Program 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the sum 
of a fifty-thousand-dollar ($50,000.00) grant from FY25 Community Compact grant 
program for the development of a Wage and Classification Plan. 

Action:  Finance Committee Held 6-0 
 
Note:  No member of the Human Resources Department was able to attend the meeting.  
 
Councilor Malakie motioned to hold which passed unanimously.  
 
#366-24 Appropriate and expend $14,350 for Fire training 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the sum 
of fourteen-thousand three-hundred fifty dollars ($14,350) from Fire Prevention Fine 
Receipts Reserve for Appropriation, Account #5500-335519 for enforcement, training 
and education of Fire Prevention Officers 

Action:  Finance Committee Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  Michael Bianchi, Assistant Fire Chief joined the committee to discuss the request to 
appropriate $14,350 for enforcement, training and education of Fire Prevention Officers. Assistant 
Chief Biachi explained that there are limited uses to what they can use these funds for. They have used 
these funds for fire safety education at the schools.  
 
Councilor Malakie motioned to approve which passed unanimously.   
 
#371-24 Authorization to accept and expend a $585,989.09 grant from the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a five-hundred 
eighty-five thousand nine hundred eighty-nine dollars and nine cents ($585,989.09) 
Assistance to Firefighter Grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) for the purchase of AEDs, training and fitness/wellness classes.  

Action:  Finance Committee Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  Michael Bianchi, Assistant Fire Chief joined the committee to discuss the acceptance of 
a $585,989.09 grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Assistant Fire Chief Bianchi 
explained that there is a 10% match that will come out of the Fire Department Budget. The plan is to 
purchase new AEDs for the whole department, there will be EMT training and health and wellness 
classes.  
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Councilor Malakie motioned to approve which passed unanimously.  
 

Referred to Land Use and Finance Committees 
#157-24 Request for proposals from outside special counsel to ensure compliance and 

enforcement of applicable permits at the Turtle Lane site in Auburndale 
Councilors Gen�le, Block, Laredo, and Krintzman reques�ng that the Mayor through the 
Law Department solicit proposals from outside special counsel to assist the City in the 
analysis of the City's rights and remedies to ensure compliance with, and enforcement 
of, applicable permits and approvals at the Turtle Lane site in Auburndale. 
Finance Held 7-0 on 03/24/24 

Action:  Finance Committee Held 6-0 
 
Note:  The attached back-up was provided before the start of the meeting as a written update 
to this item.  The Chair asked if the Committee had any questions regarding the item.  
 
A councilor asked if the receiver is working for the bank or all creditors. Ali Guiliani, City Solicitor 
explained that the bank requested that the receiver be appointed in this case. The receiver has been 
working cooperatively with the State, the City and the bank on a plan that will help move this forward. 
The Chair noted that the receiver is currently putting together a team of experts.  
 
Councilor Malakie motioned to hold which passed unanimously.  

 
The Committee adjourned at 7:45 pm 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leonard Gentile, Chair 



Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

Telephone (617) 796-1120 
Telefax 

(617) 796-1142
TDD / TIY 

(617) 796-1089 
www.newtonma.gov 

Barney Heath 
Director 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Councilor Leonard J. Gentile, Chair, Finance Committee 
Members of the Finance Committee 

From: Barney Heath, Director 
Jennifer Caira, Deputy Director 
John Sisson, Director of Economic Development 

Date: October 10, 2024 

Subject: #368-24. Appropriation to accept and expend a $50,000 grant for an Economic 
Development Plan. HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and 
expend the sum of a fifty-thousand-dollar ($50,000.00) grant from the FY25 
Community Compact grant program for the development of an Economic 
Development Plan. 

CC: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller 
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer 

The City has received a $50,000 Community Compact “Best Practices” grant from Governor 
Healey’s administration. Planning staff applied for and the State awarded this funding in 
support of an Economic Development Plan to be completed by a consultant in collaboration 
with Planning staff and the Economic Development Commission (EDC).  

We respectfully request authorization to accept and expend the sum of $50,000 for an 
economic development assessment and strategy plan. The entirety of the grant funding will 
be used to engage a consultant for stakeholder interviews, market analysis, and actionable 
recommendations.  

Planning staff and the EDC last engaged a consultant to complete an economic development 
study and action plan in 2019—less than a year before the COVID-19 pandemic began. Since 
that time, market dynamics and the commercial drivers of our local economy have changed 
considerably. Staff and EDC volunteers are eager to begin work on this updated study and 
action plan.  
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#368-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend the sum of fifty-thousand-dollar 

($50,000.00) grant from the FY25 Community Compact grant program for the development of an 

Economic Development Plan is hereby approved.  

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

 Date: _____________ 
 



Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

Telephone (617) 796-1120 
Telefax 

(617) 796-1142
TDD / TIY 

(617) 796-1089 
www.newtonma.gov 

Barney Heath 
Director 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Councilor Leonard J. Gentile, Chair, Finance Committee 
Members of the Finance Committee 

From: Barney Heath, Director 
Jenn Martin, Director of Transportation Planning 

Date: October 10, 2024 

Subject: Authorization to accept and expend a $217,800 grant from MassDOT's 
Shared Streets and Spaces Program 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 
two hundred seventeen thousand- and eight-hundred-dollar ($217,800) grant 
from MassDOT's Shared Streets and Spaces Program for BlueBikes bike share 
operations in the City of Newton.

CC: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller 
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer 

The City has received a $217,800 Shared Streets and Spaces grant from MassDOT for 
Bluebikes bike share operations. Please note, this is the fourth Shared Streets grant we have 
received from the MassDOT Shared Streets and Spaces program to support bike share. We 
have fully completed the first three projects.  

We respectfully request authorization to accept and expend the sum of $217,800. The award 
will pay for two years of Bluebikes operations.  

Newton currently has 194 Bluebikes docks spread across fifteen stations, see Figure 1, and 
has close to 9,000 rides per year, see Figure 2. Fourteen of our stations operate seasonally 
April-November; the popular Boston College Station remains in operation year-round.  

370-24



 
Figure 1. Station Map, October 2024, at Centre St. at Commonwealth, Newton Free 
Library, Watertown St at Albemarle Road, Beacon St at Walnut St, Auburndale, West 
Newton, Centre St. at Washington St., Washington St. at Walnut St., Washington St. at 
Crafts St., Newton Highlands T, Newton Centre Langley Lot, Nonantum Library, Bacon St. 
at Washington St., California St. at Chapel, Boston College MBTA Station.  
 

 
Figure 2. Trips by month and station count: Oct 2020-Sept 2024  
 
 
Attached: Award Letter 
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Ten Park Plaza, Suite 4160, Boston, MA 02116 
Tel: 857-368-4636, TTY: 857-368-0655 

mass.gov/massdot

July 30, 2024 

Nicole Freedman 
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
City of Newton 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Via email: nfreedman@newtonma.gov 

Dear Nicole Freedman: 

Thank you for your submission to the Shared Streets and Spaces Program during the Fiscal Year 
2024 application solicitation. I am pleased to notify you that Newton’s Bikeshare Equipment 
application for Newton Bluebikes Operating Funds has been approved for $217,800.00. 

Awarded municipalities will enter into a contract with MassDOT for the completion of approved 
work. A member of the Community Grants Group will reach out shortly to gather all necessary 
information to begin the contracting process. It is anticipated that the Notice to Proceed (NTP) 
for this award will be issued by November 1, 2024, and the deadline for all contracted work will 
be December 31, 2026. MassDOT-funded work may not proceed until the NTP is issued.  

Reimbursement requests are processed by your District State Aid Engineer on MassDOT’s Grant 
Central. Learn more about this process as well as other implementation details for the program 
at: https://madothway.my.site.com/GrantCentral/s/ 

Please email SharedStreets@dot.state.ma.us with questions related to this award. Thank you for 
your commitment to improving safety, access, and mobility for all roadway users in your 
community and for your participation in the Shared Streets and Spaces Program. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan L. Gulliver 
Highway Administrator 

cc: Kristen Rebelo, MassDOT Community Grants Program Administrator

370-24

https://madothway.my.site.com/GrantCentral/s/
mailto:SharedStreets@dot.state.ma.us


#370-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend the sum of two hundred seventeen 

thousand- and eight-hundred-dollar ($217,800) grant from MassDOT's Shared Streets and Spaces 

Program for BlueBikes bike share operations in the City of Newton is hereby approved.  

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

 Date: _____________ 
 



#366-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 

That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, authorization to appropriate and expend the sum of fourteen-thousand three-

hundred fifty dollars ($14,350) from Fire Prevention Fine Receipts Reserve for Appropriation, 

Account #5500-335519 for enforcement, training and education of Fire Prevention Officers be 

and is hereby approved as follows: 

 
 FROM: Fire Prevention Fines Receipts Reserved   
   (5500-335519) ..................................................... $14,350.00 
    
 TO: Fire Prevention Activities  
  (01C210208-531900) .......................................... $14,350.00 
  
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 

 DRAFT 

 

 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

   Date: _____________ 



#371-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend the sum of five-hundred eighty-five 

thousand nine hundred eighty-nine dollars and nine cents ($585,989.09) Assistance to Firefighter 

Grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for the purchase of AEDs, 

training and fitness/wellness classes  is hereby approved.  

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 
 
 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

 Date: _____________ 
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