
 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 
 

Programs & Services Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Wednesday, November 6, 2024 

 
7:00 PM  
City Council Chambers (Room 207) 
The Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting 
on Wednesday, November 6, 2024 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in-
person or virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link: 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84432735196 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use 
the Meeting ID: 844 3273 5196. 
 

Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#435-24 Hancock Estates Easement for Walking Trail Access 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization for the City to accept a Grant 
of Easement from Hancock Estates LLC for walking trail access over its property 
at 200 Estate Drive, Chestnut Hill, MA, known as Hancock Estates. 

 
#345-24 Request for Updates from School Committee and Newton Public Schools 

COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN AND OLIVER requesting semi-annual updates from the 
School Committee and Newton Public Schools. The goal of this item will be to 
increase information sharing between these parties and the City Council per the 
recommendation from the Community Dialog Working Group. 

 
#297-24 Requesting discussion on the current status of transitioning to electric school 

buses 
COUNCILORS LOBOVITS, HUMPHREY, MALAKIE, LAREDO, GREENBERG, 
ALBRIGHT, KRINTZMAN, MICLEY, AND LIPOF requesting a discussion on the 
investigation by NPS administration into transitioning school buses to electric 
powered vehicles. 

 
 
 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84432735196
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Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 

#409-24  Authorization to appropriate $2,000,000 to the NPS Educational Stabilization 
Fund 

  HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate two million 
dollars ($2,000,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash to the NPS Educational 
Stabilization Fund. 

 
                                Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#412-24 Authorization to appropriate and expend $338,119 for McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Student Transportation 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the state reimbursement in the sum of three hundred and thirty-eight thousand 
one hundred and nineteen dollars ($338,119) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free 
Cash to Newton Public Schools for FY24 McKinney-Vento Homeless Student 
Transportation.   

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Josh Krintzman, Chair  



Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Office of the Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Honorable Councilors: 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100

Fax
(617) 796-1113

1DD/TIY
(617) 796-1089 

Email
rfuUcr@newtonma.gov 

October 31, 2024 

I respectfully submit a docket item to your Honorable Council requesting authorization for the City to 
accept a Grant of Easement from Hancock Estates LLC ("Hancock Estates") for walking trail access 
over its prope1ty at 200 Estate Drive, Chestnut Hill, MA, known as Hancock Estates (the "Premises"). 

Attached is a letter and backup information from Senior Assistant City Solicitor Andrew Lee. 

The City is seeking to establish a walking trail from one end of Harwich Road to Lagrange Street, as 
depicted as a dotted blue, red and pink line on the sketch titled "Area Trail Network with Proposed 
Connection from Lagrange Street," a copy of which is attached to Senior Assistant City Solicitor Lee's 
letter. The proposed trail traverses over three parcels of land. The City owns the two parcels closest to 
Harwich Road. The City also holds a Conservation Restriction encumbering a portion of the Hancock 
Estate premises. The Conservation Restriction permits the City to establish a trail on the land. 

Due to the location of the brook on the Hancock Estate premises and the topography of the Conservation 
Restriction land adjacent to Lagrange Street, Mr. Lee worked closely with Jennifer Steel, the City's 

Chief Environmental Planner, and Hancock Estates on walking trail access. Hancock Estates has agreed 
to grant the City, for no cost, an access easement over its premises. 

A draft of the Grant of Easement and Plan showing the location of the Easement are attached. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, !vfassachusetts 02459 

W\V\v.newtonma.gov 

#435-24



LAW DEPARTMENT 

CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY HALL 

CITY SOLICITOR 
ALISSA 0. GIULIANI 

DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR 
JONAH M. TEMPLE 

SENIOR ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITOR 
ANDREWS. LEE 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS 
JACLYN R. ZAWADA 

CAROLYN A. WEISMAN 
JENNIFER M. WILSON 

KnlSNA M. BASU 
JENNIFER S. KELLY 

KRISTEN N. ANNUNZIATO 

Mayor Ruthanne Fuller 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Mayor Fuller: 

1000 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE 

NEWTON CENTRE, MA 02459 
TELEPHONE (617) 796-1240 
FACSIMILE (617) 796-1254 

October 31, 2024 

I write to respectfully request that you submit a docket item to our Honorable City 
Council, authorizing the City's acceptance of a Grant of Easement from Hancock Estates LLC 
("Hancock Estates") for walking trail access over its property at 200 Estate Drive, Chestnut Hill, 
MA, known as Hancock Estates (the "Premises"). The City is seeking to establish a walking trail 
from Harwich Road to Lagrange Street, as depicted as a dotted blue, red and pink line on the 
sketch titled "Area Trail Network with Proposed Connection from Lagrange Street", a copy of 
which is attached to this letter. The proposed trail traverses over three parcels of land. The City 
owns the two parcels closest to Harwich Road. The City also holds a Conservation Restriction 
encumbering a portion of the Premises. The Conservation Restriction permits the City to 
establish a trail on the land. 

Due to the location of the brook on the Premises and the topography of the Conservation 
Restriction land adjacent to Lagrange Street, there is no feasible access to the proposed trail from 
Lagrange Street over the Conservation Restriction land. I have worked closely with Jennifer 
Steel, the City's Chief Environmental Planner, and Hancock Estates on a solution to the lack of 
access. Hancock Estates has agreed to grant the City, for nominal consideration, an access 
easement over the Premises allowing public access from Lagrange Street to the trail to be 
established on the Conservation Restriction land. A draft of the Grant of Easement and Plan 
showing the location of the Easement are attached. 

#435-24



Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

Andrew S. Lee 
Senior Assistant City Solicitor 

cc: Jennifer Steel, Chief Environmental Planner 

#435-24
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GRANT OF EASEMENT TO THE CITY OF NEWTON 

Hancock Estates LLC, a Delaware limited liability company authorized to conduct business in 

Massachusetts with a principal office address of c/o Chestnut Hill Realty Corp., 300 

Independence Drive, Chestnut Hill, M A  02467 (hereinafter, the "Grantor"), in consideration of 

$1.00, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, hereby grants to the City of Newton, a 

municipal corporation organized under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, with 

a principal office address of 1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

(hereinafter, the "City"), a perpetual right and easement, subject to Massachusetts General 

Laws, Chapter 21, Section l 7C, over and upon the land shown as "Easement Area" on the plan 

titled "Easement Sketch, 200 Estate Drive, Newton, Mass. 02467", prepared by Otte & Dwyer, 

Inc. Land Surveyors and recorded herewith, to install, use and maintain a path no greater than 

five (5) feet in width (the "Walking Path") for the public to pass and repass by walking, 

jogging, running and like activities, but specifically excluding all motorized vehicles except as 

authorized by the City for maintenance, management, police and emergency purposes. Paving 

the Walking Path is prohibited. The Grantee is authorized to use the portions of the Easement 

Area not occupied by the Walking Path to access, construct, and maintain the Walking Path, 

including, but not limited to, access to and from LaGrange Street to the Walking Path. The 

Grantee is also authorized to install and maintain signage for wayfinding and posting of rules 

and policies. Construction and maintenance of the signage, Walking Path and Easement Area 

shall be at the sole cost of the City. 

The easement granted herein shall be deemed to nm with the land together with all rights and 

obligations, as herein set forth, and shall be binding upon both the Grantor and the City, and 

their respective successors and assigns. 

For Grantor's title see deed dated March 18, 2021 and recorded with the Middlesex South 

Registry of Deeds in Book 77347, Page 18. 

[END OF PAGE- SIGNATURES TO FOLLOW] 
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Executed as a sealed instrument this __ day of , 2024. 
-----

HANCOCK ESTATES LLC 
By: CM-CHR, Inc., its Manager 

By: ________________ _ 
Title: 
Duly Authorized 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

MIDDLESEX, ss. 

On this_ day of _____ 2024, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally 
appeared _______ , proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, which 
were _____________ , to be the person whose name is signed on the 
preceding document, and acknowledged that he/she signed it as the Manager of Hancock Estates 
LLC voluntarily for its stated purpose. 

Grant of easement accepted by the City of Newton: 

CITY OF NEWTON 

By: _______ _ 
Ruthanne Fuller, Mayor 

Notary Public 

My Commission expires: 
----

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

MIDDLESEX, SS. 

On this_ day of _____ 2024, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally 
appeared Ruthanne Fuller, and proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, 
which were Personal Knowledge, to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding 
document, and acknowledged to me that she signed it in her official capacity as Mayor of the 
City of Newton voluntarily for its stated purpose. 

Notary Public 
My Commission expires: ______ _ 
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Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Office of the Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Dear Councilors: 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100

Fax
(617) 796-1113

'lDD/TlY
(617) 796-1089

Email
rfullcr@ncwtonma.gov 

October 28, 2024 

I respectfully submit a docket item to your Honorable Council requesting authorization to appropriate $2 
million from June 30, 2024, Certified Free Cash to the NPS Educational Stabilization Fund. 

With the support of the Honorable Council, last year we worked to transform $22 million of one-time 
funds into on-going support to bolster operations for the Newton Public Schools over the next five years. 
This NPS Educational Stabilization Fund will be part of the City of Newton's overall financial strategy 
to support programs and services for our students. 

Taking advantage of higher than usual revenues from interest income, our financial plan includes the 
appropriation of an additional $2 million this fall from Free Cash to the NPS Educational Stabilization 
Fund to extend the life of the fund. We have had discussions with the NPS leadership about our 
expectation that these dollars be used in the out years, thus providing a cushion as the Stabilization Fund 
is drawn down. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

�� 't-'->-.\la.l' 
Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newtonma.gov 
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Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Office of the Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Honorable Councilors: 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

Fax 
(617) 796-1113 

'IDD/TlY
(617) 796-1089 

Email 
rfuller@newtonma.gov 

October 23, 2024 

I respectfully submit a docket item to your Honorable Council requesting authorization to appropriate 
and expend the sum of $338,119.00 from June 30, 2024 Certified Free Cash, to Newton Public Schools 
for FY24 McKinney-Vento Homeless Student Transportation (0130101-433007). 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, reauthorized in December 2001 as part of the Federal 
No Child Left Behind Act, ensures educational rights and protection for children and youth experiencing 
homelessness. The Massachusetts Educational Plan provides services aimed at preventing homeless 
children from experiencing further instability in their lives by minimizing their moves from school to 
school. 

Appropriating these funds to the School Department will allow the district to directly offset a po1tion of 
the cost of bus transportation in FY25. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newtonma.gov 
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�.NEWTON 
� PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Equity& EueUence 

Office of Business, Finance and Planning 

100 Walnut Street 

Newtonville, MA 02460 
617-559-9025

TO: Mayor Fuller 

FROM: Liam Hurley, Assistant Superintendent/ Chief Financial and Administrative Officer 

DATE: 9/25/24 

RE: Docket Request - McKinney Vento Reimbursement 

A vote of the City Council is requested to appropriate the state reimbursement of $338,119 for 
McKinney Vento Homeless Student Transportation to the School Department. Current 
receipts are housed in the following general revenue accounts. 

0130101-433007 
FY24 $338,119 

Please see attached School Committee memo and vote. 

Thank you. 

100 Walnut Street • Newton, MA 02460 • Tel: (617) 559-6100 • Fax: (617) 559-6101 
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�,NEWTON 
� PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

[quir; & lr�llen,e 

NEWTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

MEMO 

Newton School Committee Members 

WARD 
I Rajeev Parliknr 
II Christopher Brezski, Chair 
Ill Anping Shen 
IV Tamika Olszewski 
V Emily Prcnncr, Vice-Chair 
VI Paul Levy 
Vil Vacant 
VIII Bany Greenstein 

MAYOR RUTIIANNE Fuu.rn- Ex 0►-FICIO 

To: Liam Hurley, Assistant Superintendent/Chief Financial, and Administrative Officer 

From: Lisa Mazzola 

Re: 

Date: 

School Committee Approval 

September 24, 2024 

On September 23, 2024 the School Committee voted to approve the following items: 

1. Accept McKinney-Vento State Reimbursement for Homeless Students and Foster Care

Transportation ($338,119)

2. Transfer Textile Recycling Funds (43,189.52)

Motion to approve was made by Parlikar and seconded by Levi 

The motion passed 8-0. 

Secretary, School Committee 

100 Walnut Street • Newton, MA 02460 • Tel: (617) 559-6110 • Fax: (6 I 7) 559-6101 
www.ncwton.k12.ma.us • schoolcommittee@ncwton.k12.ma.us 
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