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Summary 
Edmands Park should be designated an off-leash area pursuant to the City of Newton 
(“the City”) Ordinance § 3-30(b)(2). 

For decades, the primary visitors of Edmands Park have been dog owners who, despite 
the leash law, enjoyed allowing their dogs off-leash inside the park. In doing so, these 
visitors used the park as a community space to enjoy the peaceful nature of the park, 
walk and run the trails, and socialize with friends and neighbors. Unlike the existing off-
leash areas in the City, Edmands Park offered visitors the ability to exercise along with 
their off-leash dogs. In 2021, the City acknowledged in its inventory of park lands that 
Edmands Park was an "unofficial off-leash dog area,” unlike any other City park.   1

In April 2023, the City increased its efforts to police off-leash dogs at Edmands Park, 
resulting in numerous citations and a marked decrease in the number of visitors to the 
park. As a result, the Cabot Canines Working Group (“the Group”) began exploring the 
possibility of Edmands Park being designated an off-leash area, including meetings with 
the City’s Parks, Recreation, and Culture Department and the City’s Off-Leash Area 
Working Group. These efforts ultimately led to this proposal. 

There has been and will continue to be a significant demand for trails on which visitors 
can let their dogs off-leash. Given the substantial and long-standing use of the area, 
designating the entirety of Edmands Park as an off-leash area would not displace a 
significant number of other visitors. 

To ensure a welcoming space for visitors with and without dogs, a volunteer stewardship 
program would model good behavior and educate visitors about off-leash rules. In 
addition, with designation as an off-leash area, visitors would be able to report 
dangerous dogs to the City without fear of citation for all off-leash dogs. Other cities and 
towns in the Greater Boston area have successfully allowed off-leash dogs on trails; the 
City should likewise provide this amenity.  

The Group also welcomes the opportunity to be a key member of a Neighborhood 
Liaison Committee, which would provide a forum for reporting, monitoring, discussion, 
and resolution of issues and concerns pertaining to this proposal and the 
implementation of off-leash designation for Edmands Park. 

Finally, designating Edmands Park an off-leash area is a low-cost proposal which 
involves signage and waste-removal stations, paid by fees for off-leash licenses, which 
would be required for all off-leash dogs at Edmands Park. No additional fencing or other 
large capital improvement is necessary. 

 City of Newton, MA, Open Space & Recreation Plan 2020-2027, 198 (June 30, 2021), https://1

www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/92434/638112723460370000 (“Open 
Space & Recreation Plan”). 
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Proposal Contacts 
Primary Contact: 
Nicole Paquin 
178 Cabot Street, Newton, MA 02458 
nrgpaquin@gmail.com | 978-337-3298 

Secondary Contacts: 
Roger Kirschner  
191 Harvard Circle, Newton, MA  02460  
Roger_Kirschner@yahoo.com | 617-751-8478 

Miriam Newman  
46 Cedar Street, Newton, MA 02459 
miriamnewman.newman@gmail.com | 617-938-4564 

Michael Pinnolis  
46 Cedar Street, Newton, MA 02459 
michael@pinnolis.com | 617-939-4563 

Cynthia Cohen 
13 Town House Drive, Newton, MA 02460 
cynthia@smr.us | 617-470-8094 

Denise Lisio 
132 Charlesbank Road, Newton, MA 02458 
warrenanddenise@comcast.net | 857-366-1785 

Contact information for sponsoring individuals is attached at Appendix A. 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park Page  of 4 18

mailto:nrgpaquin@gmail.com
mailto:Roger_Kirschner@yahoo.com
mailto:miriamnewman.newman@gmail.com
mailto:michael@pinnolis.com
mailto:cynthia@smr.us
mailto:warrenanddenise@comcast.net


Site Description 

Location 

Edmands Park (a/k/a Cabot Woods) is located on Blake Street and Mill Street. 

There are multiple entrances to Edmands Park, including three on Blake Street, one on 
Mill Street, and one at Boston College. 

Maps of Edmands Park are attached at Appendix B. 

Physical Description 

Edmands Park is primarily a hilly, wooded area with multiple trails, a wide walking trail 
which stretches from Blake Street to Boston College, Edmands Brook, and a field area in 
the northwest corner on Blake Street.  

Edmands Park is bordered to the west by Blake Street, to the south by Mill Street, to the 
east by Boston College Law School and athletic fields as well as residential properties 
along Rochester Road, and to the north by residential properties along Westchester 
Road and Blake Street.  

A list of abutters is attached at Appendix C. 

Size  

Approximately 33 acres. 

Parking   

There is presently space for approximately 90 cars in on- and off-street parking, as 
follows: 

2 Off-street on Blake Street at the northern entrance  
3 Off-street on Blake Street at the middle entrance  
10 On-street on Blake Street near the northern entrance 
10 On-street on Blake Street near the middle entrance 
12 On-street on Blake Street near the southern entrance* 
40+ On-street on Blake Street between the middle and southern entrance* 
12 On-street on Rochester Road near the Boston College entrance*  

 = 89+ total parking spaces 

*There is no interference with abutter housing in these areas. 
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The parking areas are shown in the map below. 

If on-street parking becomes an issue for neighbors abutting the park, the 800 feet 
along Blake Street, which has no housing frontage and accommodates 40+ vehicles, 
could be designated as Edmands Park parking. Neighbors with parking concerns could 
also request that parts of Blake Street be changed to local residence parking. 

Fencing  

Currently, there are stone walls and some chainlink fencing around the majority of the 
perimeter of Edmands Park.  

No additional fencing is proposed, given the existing fencing and the fact that the 
physical layout of the park, including steep hills, provides in some places a natural 
geographical break between the trails and the property’s edge. 

Accessibility  

Edmands Park is inaccessible and is not an ADA-park.  As previously explained by the 2

City: “Dramatic grade changes and the naturalization of the area over time have 

 City of Newton, MA Parks & Recreation Commission, Information Manual, 13 (Sept. 2022), 2

https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/90482/638345331187830000.
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rendered the open space inaccessible. Such constraints make it impossible to retrofit the 
area to meet current accessibility standards.”   3

Current Use 

There are no formal recreation areas (ball parks, maintained fields, etc.) within 
Edmands Park, and so there are no organized or planned activities (e.g., baseball games, 
soccer practice, etc.). Occasionally students from Newton Country Day School of the 
Sacred Heart or Cabot Elementary School visit Edmands Park on a field trip. The 
Group’s best estimate is that this occurs fewer than five times per year. 

The most frequent use of Edmands Park is for walking off-leash dogs. The City 
recognized the significant number of visitors using Edmands Park with off-leash dogs in 
its 2021 Open Space & Recreation Plan.  4

Environment 

Edmands Park is not a MassDEP Habitat of Potential Regional or Statewide Importance 
(see https://umasscaps.org/data_maps/massdep-maps.html). Edmands Park is also 
not a conservation area (see https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/
conservation-office/conservation-areas). 

Despite this, Edmands Park has a thriving wildlife population. Visitors often take note of 
the birds in Edmands Park, especially its resident celebrities: a pair of Barred owls. 
Edmands Park is listed as a birding “hotspot” on www.ebird.org. Data regarding the 
numerous bird sighting is available at https://ebird.org/hotspot/L716549 and https://
ebird.org/barchart?r=L716549&yr=all&m=.  

Edmands Park is also ranked third of all City parks in regards to the number of  species 
of animals and plants, following Webster Woods and Cold Spring Park. See https://
www.inaturalist.org/projects/newton-ma-conservation-areas-parks-survey. Additional 
data regarding the species found in Edmands Park is available at https://
www.inaturalist.org/projects/edmands-park-newton-ma.   

The northern portion of Edmands Park contains a marsh-like area which leads under a 
bridge into a narrow channel which flows downhill towards Westchester Road. The area 
under the bridge periodically becomes clogged, which has led to flooding. It is the 
Group’s understanding that, in multiple instances, this led to flooding of properties 
located on Westchester Road. As a result, the City periodically unclogs and/or drains 
this area to prevent additional flooding. While there are sometimes waterfowl, especially 
ducks, present in the marsh-like area, they are absent at times when their environment 
has been drained. 

 Open Space & Recreation Plan 2020-2027, 191.3

 Open Space & Recreation Plan 2020-2027, 191.4
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The Group asked Kevin Thompson, an experienced birder with an understanding of the 
care and maintenance of trees, to provide an overview of wildlife and environmental 
activities within Edmands:   

Recently I was told that one of the stumbling blocks to getting the off leash 
request approved was the environmental impact it would have; 
particularly on wildlife. I’ve been walking my dogs there for 2.5 years. I’m 
always amazed at the variety of birds there. Especially this year. Walkers 
have witnessed our lonely Barred owl find a mate this year! There is also a 
mated pair of Cooper’s hawks in the south east corner. Last week I spied 
my first ever Pileated woodpecker and several other woodpecker species. 
We have two pairs of Mallard ducks that return every year. While walking 
my dogs prior to sunrise in February, I heard the calls of several coyote. 
Considering dogs have been off leash in the park for decades, I’ve seen an 
increase in wildlife in just a few years. 

That said; I have never heard or seen any frogs. Curious. Or maybe not. 
The work on the drain pipes yesterday and today has left the water body 
silted, murky, and a film of scum on the surface. It makes me wonder how 
serious Newton is about environmental impacts on the park. 

The water quality in Edmands Park is impacted by overflow and drainage. For example, 
in April 2024, the City’s Department of Public Works conducted maintenance of the 
drainage pipes which run through Edmands Park, removing debris in order to address 
flooding outside of the park, including on Blake Street. In doing so, the water quality in 
the park was necessarily, and visibly, impacted, as noted by Mr. Thompson, above.  

The Group also contacted the City’s Chief Environmental Planner in the Planning and 
Development Department regarding this proposal. The Chief Environmental Planner 
informed the Group that the wetland areas inside Edmands Park are so designated for 
development purposes in order to prevent dredging and foundation-building which 
would affect drainage, and are also part of the City’s flood plane district. There are some 
areas, such as the southeast corner and points along the stream, where foot traffic 
should be minimized to protect vegetation. The Group welcomes the opportunity to 
work as a mechanism to inform visitors of more sensitive areas, and to remind visitors 
to minimize traffic in those areas. If any signage is warranted, the Group can work to 
ensure that its instructions are followed. 

The City’s Chief Environmental Planner informed the Group that, from her perspective, 
there does not appear to be anything preventing the City from designating Edmands 
Park an off-leash area. She also understands the benefits of allowing dogs off-leash. 

Where Edmands Park has long been unofficially used for off-leash dogs, and there are 
currently no concerns about the wildlife or water quality due to the presence of dogs, the 
Group does not anticipate that an off-leash designation would have a negative impact. 
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Public Support 
In June 2023, the Group reached out to the City’s Off-Leash Area Working Group to 
inquire about having Edmands Park designated an off-leash area. The City’s Off-Leash 
Area Working Group and the City’s Parks, Recreation, and Culture Department 
rightfully inquired as to the level of support for an off-leash designation. They also 
suggested steps to engage with the community, including holding community meetings 
and having an online presence for the Group. 

To obtain information about the extent of public support and to identify concerns, the 
Group took the following steps: 

• Conducted a community survey; 

• Held community meetings; 

• Received communications via emails and website submissions;  

• Obtained Newton Police Department Reports; and  

• Coordinated with Friends of Edmands Park, Inc.   

Scope of Proposal 

This proposal for Edmands Park to be designated an off-leash area at all times is 
consistent with the majority of the feedback received, as discussed below. It allows for 
consistent, uniform communication of the rules, and for visitors to have accurate 
expectations regarding the presence of off-leash dogs.  

The idea of off-leash hours or days garnered a minority of support. The idea of a smaller 
off-leash area within Edmands Park garnered minimal support and would likely defeat 
the purpose of this proposal: to allow visitors to enjoy Edmands Park’s trails with their 
off-leash dogs. Moreover, fencing off a portion of the trails would be expensive and 
would only harm the character of Edmands Park.  

After consideration at the City’s request, the Group respectfully declines to propose a 
trial period for off-leash dogs, due to anticipated difficulty in determining whether a 
trial is successful. 

Community Survey 

A survey was conducted via an online form on June 25, 2023 to July 10, 2023, and 
December 28, 2023 to February 2, 2024. The questionnaire is attached at Appendix D-1, 
and anonymized survey results are attached at Appendix D-6.  
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In the summer of 2023, the survey was originally advertised by signage at each entrance 
to Edmands Park and by word-of-mouth. When it was reactivated in December 2023, 
the link to the survey was also available online at www.CabotCanines.org. 

A total of 457 people responded to the survey.   86% favor allowing off-leash dogs at 5

Edmands Park in some form, as shown in the figure below. 

 Anonymized survey results are available in .xls and .csv format upon request.5
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The survey inquired about multiple options for off-leash dogs at Edmands Park. As 
shown in the figure below, the most popular option was, by far, designating all of 
Edmands Park as off-leash all the time. 

A minority of respondents expressed concerns about off-leash dogs interacting with 
children at Edmands Park, but the majority of visitors with children are in favor of off-
leash dogs, as shown in the figure below. 
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Respondents had opportunities to provide narrative feedback, which is attached at 
Appendix D-49. Through numerous comments, respondents expressed a need for off-
leash dogs (and humans) to follow rules to ensure Edmands Park is welcoming to all 
visitors, with and without off-leash dogs. Proposed rules to address these concerns is 
discussed below at page 14. 

Community Meetings 

Two community meeting were held via Zoom on December 7, 2023, and January 17, 
2024, and were recorded.   The PowerPoint slides of each meeting’s presentation are 6

attached at Appendix E. The community meetings provided an opportunity to inform 
attendees of the Group’s efforts to have Edmands Park designated an off-leash area, as 
well as receive feedback.  

At the December meeting, which was advertised through signage at Edmands Park and 
word-of-mouth, 40+ devices were in attendance, many of which were couples using one 
device. One couple spoke in opposition to off-leash dogs due to their and their child’s 
fear of dogs.  

The January meeting, which was more widely advertised on Facebook, Fig City News, 
Newton Beacon, and Our Newton, had 30+ devices in attendance, many of which were 
again couples. 27 of the attendees responded to a poll asking whether off-leash dogs 
should be allowed at Edmands Park with 20 (74%) answering "Yes, always;” 2 (7%) 
answering “Yes, during certain hours/days;” 2 (7%) answering “No;” and 3 (11%) 
answering “Undecided.” 

Additional Communications 

The Group’s website, www.CabotCanines.org, was launched in December 2023 to 
provide a platform for communicating with the community. Information about the re-
activated survey and January 2024 community meeting were both posted on 
www.CabotCanines.org. In addition, the website provides an email to reach the Group 
(EdmandsPark@gmail.com) as well as a contact form. 

Of the 27 individuals who contacted the Group through these avenues, 12 expressed 
interest in attending the January community meeting and/or speaking with the Group 
without stating whether they were in favor of off-leash dogs, 6 stated they were in favor 
of off-leash dogs in some form, and 9 stated the they were against off-leash dogs at 
Edmands Park. 

 The recordings are available upon request.6
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Newton Police Department 

Through public records requests to the Newton Police Department, the Group obtained 
a copy of all reports and complaints regarding Edmands Park and/or off-leash dogs in 
abutting properties from July 1, 2018 through January 14, 2024, in an attempt to better 
understand safety concerns at Edmands Park. The data is summarized in the figure 
below. 

A detailed summary of the Newton Police Department reports is attached at Appendix 
H-1. A copy of the Newton Police Department reports is attached at Appendix H-2.  

Friends of Edmands Park, Inc. 

Friends of Edmands Park, Inc. is a 501(c)(3), a nonprofit which exists to coordinate and 
assist in the maintenance, upkeep, preservation, and improvement of Edmands Park, to 
enhance the safety, cleanliness, and functionality of the park, and to maintain the 
present use of Edmands Park.  7

This proposal is submitted in consultation with and the support of the Friends of 
Edmands Park. In December 2023, Friends of Edmands Park voted that it “welcomes all 
park users and supports all efforts to legally allow off-leash dogs.” Friends of Edmands 
Park is not, however, involved in political activities, and as such has decided not to be an 
official sponsor of this proposal. 

Year Number of Reports Number of Incidents Resulting in Injury 
(human or dog)

2018  
(July-Dec.)

0 0

2019 3 3

2020 2 1

2021 10 2 
(8 reports of off-leash dogs  

without incident)

2022 2 1

2023 2 1

 Some members of this group of residents seeking to have Edmands Park designated an off-7

leash area are also officers and/or directors of Friends of Edmands Park, Inc.
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Off-Leash Rules of Etiquette 
Clear, consistent rules of etiquette are essential to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all 
visitors, human and canine, on- and off-leash. Other cities and towns have designated 
similar trailed properties as off-leash, using clear rules of etiquette to create a safe, 
welcoming environment for all visitors. A compendium of materials from other cities 
and towns is attached at Appendix H. 

Communication Methods 

Off-leash rules of etiquette would be communicated through: 

• Signage at each entrance; 

• Email mailing list; and 

• A volunteer stewardship program where frequent visitors inform others of the rules 
and model good behavior. 

The Group also welcomes the opportunity to be a key member of a Neighborhood 
Liaison Committee which would provide a forum for reporting, monitoring, discussion, 
and resolution of issues and concerns pertaining to this proposal and the 
implementation of off-leash designation for Edmands Park.  

Proposed Rules 

The following proposed rules are derived from City’s ordinances and other cities’ off-
leash rules: 

• Dogs must remain leashed while entering and exiting Edmands Park. 

• Keep your leash on hand at all times. 

• Dogs must wear current off-leash license tag and must have up-to-date rabies vaccine. 

• Pick up after your dog and encourage others to do the same. 

• Keep your dog in sight and under voice (and/or electronic collar) control at all times. 

• Never let your dog run up to any person of any age that your dog does not already 
know, until you ask permission for your dog to approach. 

• Never let your dog run up to any dog, whether on- or off-leash, that your dog does not 
already know, until you ask permission for your dog to approach. 

• Check for “Park Closed” signs, crews working in the park, or permitted activities, all of 
which mean off-leash hours are suspended. 
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• Violations of these rules jeopardize others’ safety and enjoyment! 

In addition, visitors would be made aware of the protocol for reporting dangerous dogs. 
Currently, there is a reluctance amongst visitors to report any dog, because then all 
visitors with off-leash dogs would receive a citation. By allowing off-leash dogs at 
Edmands Park, visitors would be more likely to report truly dangerous dogs who 
threaten the safety or well-being of other visitors.  
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Costs and Funding 
Designating Edmands Park an off-leash area is a low-cost proposal. The only proposed 
capital improvements are signage and waste removal bag dispensers at each entrance. 

Notably, no additional fencing is proposed, given the existing fencing and the fact that, 
the physical layout of the park, including steep hills, provides in some places a natural 
geographical break between the trails and the property’s edge. 

Operational costs consist of waste removal bags.  

Funding would come from annual off-leash license fees, which would be required for all 
off-leash dogs at Edmands Park. 

In addition, Friends of Edmands Park, Inc. may be able to contribute funds for 
miscellaneous maintenance costs which may arise. 
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Conclusion 
Edmands Park is a space to enjoy a sense of community amongst all visitors. The 
primary visitors of Edmands Park have long been dog owners who, despite the leash 
law, have enjoyed walking and running through the park’s trails with their dogs off-
leash. 

Designating Edmands Park an off-leash area all the time would bring the City’s leash 
law into conformity with long-standing practice at Edmands Park. It would not restrict 
access of Edmands Park to only dog owners, but instead would allow individuals who 
have purchased the City’s off-leash dog license a place to exercise, enjoy nature, and 
socialize with friends and neighbors while also enjoying the pleasure of walking their 
dogs off-leash.  

This proposal is made with full consideration of the feedback received through the 
community survey, community meetings, and other communications with the 
community. A designation of all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time is 
consistent with the majority of the feedback received, as discussed above, and allows for 
consistent, uniform enforcement. The idea of off-leash hours or days garnered a 
minority of support, and would be more difficult for the City to enforce. The idea of a 
smaller off-leash area within Edmands Park garnered minimal support and would likely 
defeat the sole purpose of this proposal: to allow visitors to enjoy Edmands Park’s trails 
with their off-leash dogs. Any attempt to fence off a portion of the trails would be 
expensive and would only harm the character of Edmands Park. 

With clear, well-communicated rules of etiquette, the City should offer Edmands Park as 
a location for visitors with well-trained dogs to enjoy the trails along with their off-leash 
dogs. Through a volunteer stewardship program, frequent visitors would model good 
behavior and respectfully communicate the off-leash rules, so that all visitors can safely 
enjoy the beauty of the park. 
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Sponsoring Individuals 

 
Abigail Brown 
36 Vineyard Road, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Abigail Gillman 
65 Cotton St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Aleksandr Rudkevich 
47 Huntington Rd, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Allan Steinmetz 
963 Centre St, Newton Center, MA 
02459 
 
Allison Henry 
96 Suffolk Road, Newton, MA 02467 
 
Allison Paul 
17 Lombard St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Amanda Adams 
160 Walnut Street Newtonville, MA 
02460 
 
Andrew Levin 
38 Eldredge St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Ann Buxbaum 
202 Bellevue Street, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Arnold Zar-Kessler 
277 Homer Street, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Barbara Gaffin 
130 Oakdale Rd, Newton, MA 02461 
 
Barbara Lund 
15 Winchester Road, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Barbara Wallace Grossman, PhD 
30 Huntington Road, Newton, MA 
02458 
 
Ben Conlon 
17 Francis St, Newton MA 02459 
 

Benjamin Kieff 
27 Estabrook Rd., Newton, MA 02465 
 
Beth Siegel 
9 Eldredge Street, Newton MA, 02458 
 
Beverly Cummings Goldstein 
110 Madison Ave, #2, Newtonville MA 
02460 
 
Billy Straughan 
24 Adams St, Newton, MA 02460 
 
Bob Engler 
64 Prospect Avenue, Newton, MA 02460 
 
Bob Gifford 
66 Austin Street, Newtonville, MA 
02460 
 
Brenda Astor 
95 Cotton St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Carol Paasche 
585 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, 
MA 02459 
 
Carolyn Moss 
37 Converse Avenue, Newton 02458 
 
Charles Paul 
17 Lombard St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Cheryl Kirschner 
191 Harvard Circle Newton MA 02460 
 
Cheryl Piccirelli 
176 Cabot Street, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Christine Goldstone 
82 Cabot St , Newton MA 02458 
 
Claudia Brown 
36 Vineyard Road, Newton, MA 02459 
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Sponsoring Individuals 

 
Cybill Goldberg 
217 Chestnut Street, West Newton, MA 
02465 
 
Cynthia Cohen 
13 Town House Drive, Newton, MA 
02460 
 
Dan Hawkins 
37 Converse Ave., Newton, MA 02458 
 
Danielle Alves-Back 
803 Watertown Street, Newton, MA, 
02465 
 
David Felson 
66 Cedar St, Newton, MA 02459 
 
David Kaplan 
31 Morse Rd, Newton, MA 02460 
 
David Kieff 
27 Estabrook Rd., Newton, MA 02465 
 
David Kornetsky 
9 Eldredge Street, Newton MA, 02458 
 
Deborah Corliss 
12 Salisbury Road, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Deborah Youngblood 
6 Hyde Ave., Newton, MA 02458 
 
Denise Lisio 
132 Charlesbank Road, Newton MA 
02458 
 
Diane Fassino 
85 Hillside Avenue, Newton, MA 02465 
 
Diane Rogers 
5 Shirley Street, W. Newton, MA 02465 
 
 
 

Diane Swint 
850 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, 
MA 02459 
 
Doug Coughlin 
25 Walden St, Newton MA 02460 
 
Douglas Simpson 
11 George St., Newton, MA 02458 
 
Eda Spielman 
6 Fairfield St., Newtonville, MA 02460 
 
Eden Loewy 
260 Cabot Street, Newtonville, MA 
02458 
 
Elaine Landes 
66 Cedar St, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Elizabeth Paul 
17 Lombard St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Ellen Farwell 
270 Linwood Avenue, Newton, MA 
02460 
 
Fernando Trias 
12 Salisbury Road, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Frank Huckabone 
14 W Boulevard Rd, Newton MA 02459 
 
Fred Heurtebize 
24 Pembroke St, Newton  MA 02458 
 
Gabriel Paasche-Orlow 
585 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, 
MA 02459 
 
Gottfried Paasche 
585 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, 
MA 02459 
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Sponsoring Individuals 

 
Guy Loewy 
260 Cabot Street, Newtonville, MA 
02458 
 
Hayami Arakawa 
85 Eliot Avenue, West Newton, MA 
02465 
 
Hope Straughan 
24 Adams St, Newton, MA 02460 
 
Jacob Pinnolis 
279 Cabot St, Newtonville, MA 02460 
 
James Barry 
7 Commonwealth Park, Newton, MA 
92459 
 
Jane Stackpole 
62 Sheffield Road, Newton, MA 02460 
 
Jason Brown 
36 Vineyard Road, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Jason Gish 
44 Elmore Street, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Jason Grapski 
237 Park St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Jay Freedman 
117 Homer Street, Newton MA 02459 
 
Jay Straughan 
24 Adams St, Newton, MA 02460 
 
Jeff Smith 
22 Hollis St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Jennifer Rugani 
14 West Boulevard Rd, Newton, MA 
02459 
 
Joan Wasser Gish 
44 Elmore Street, Newton, MA 02459 

 
Joel Goldberg 
217 Chestnut St, Newton MA 02465 
 
John McLellan 
16 Bartlett Terr., Newton Center, MA.  
02459 
 
Jonathan Kaufman 
27 George St, Newton, Mass 02458 
 
Jonathan Miller 
85 Hillside Avenue, Newton, MA 02465 
 
Joseph Rigoli 
29 Bridge Street Newton MA 02458 
 
Joseph Santangelo 
264 Ward Street, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Joyce Zakim 
37 Westbourne Road, Newton, MA 
02459 
 
Judy Gelfand 
14 Madison Ave., Newtonville, MA 
02460 
 
Kalpana Seshadri 
233 Bellevue St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Karen Andres 
126 Oxford Rd, Newton Centre, MA 
02459 
 
Karen Binder 
24 Ireland Road, Newton MA 02459 
 
Karen Odreman 
17 Francis St, Newton MA 02459 
 
Karen Shecter 
84 Eldredge Street Unit 1, Newton, MA 
02458 
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Sponsoring Individuals 

 
Kathy Laufer 
26 Mosman Street, W. Newton, MA 
02465 
 
Katrina Scott 
49 Pembroke Street, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Kevin Moriarty 
27 Lewis St, Newton MA  02458 
 
Kim Thurmond 
12 Floral St Newton, Ma 02461 
 
Lara Bethke 
142 Homer Street, Newton MA 02459 
 
Lara Lunin 
24 Court St. Newton, MA 02458 
 
Lars Linden 
88 Arlington St, Newton MA 02458 
 
Lauren Kieff 
27 Estabrook Rd., Newton, MA 02465 
 
Linda Drake 
484 Watertown Street, Newton, MA 
02460 
 
Lori Maddams 
95 Cotton St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Marcy Kagan 
14 Madison Ave., Newtonville, MA 
02460 
 
Maren Coniglione 
39 School Street, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Mark Goldstone 
82 Cabot Street, Newton MA 02458 
 
Martha Bauer 
42 Eliot Memorial Rd, Newton, MA 
02458 

Matt Straughan 
24 Adams St, Newton, MA 02460 
 
Melissa Chu 
21 Turner St, Newtonville, MA 02460 
 
Michael Paasche-Orlow 
585 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, 
MA 02459 
 
Michael Pinnolis 
46 Cedar St. ,Newton, MA. 02459 
 
Miriam Newman 
46 Cedar St. ,Newton, MA. 02459 
 
Nadav Loewy 
260 Cabot Street, Newtonville, MA 
02458 
 
Natasha Rudkevich 
47 Huntington Rd, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Neal Green 
51 Cotton Street, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Nicole Paquin 
178 Cabot Street, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Noah Hudelson 
120 Waltham St, Newton 02465 
 
Olivia Maddams 
95 Cotton St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Patricia Bruno 
212 Cabot St, Newtonville MA 02460 
 
Patricia Loewy 
260 Cabot Street, Newtonville, MA 
02458 
 
Patty Bresky 
52 Berkshire Rd, Newtonville, MA 
02460 
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Sponsoring Individuals 

 
 
Peter Greenspan 
37 Westbourne Rd, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Rachel Chimberg 
250 Fuller Street, Newton, MA 02465 
 
Ragu Adinarayanan 
178 Cabot Street, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Rich Chimberg 
250 Fuller St., West Newton, MA 02465  
 
Richard Maddams 
95 Cotton St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Robert Crooks 
233 Bellevue Street, Newton, MA 02458 
 

Robert Gaudes 
21 Mt Vernon Terrace, West Newton, 
MA 02465 
 
Robert Pindyck 
19 Stuart Road, Newton Center, MA 
02459 
 
Robert Putnam 
66 Amherst Road, Waban, MA  02468 
 
Robert Swint 
850 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, 
MA 02459 
 
Roger Kirschner 
191 Harvard Circle, Newton, MA 02460 
 

Roni Coughlin 
25 Walden St, Newton, MA 02460 
 
Ronni Baerkahn 
161 Highland Avenue, Newton, MA 
02465 
 
Samuel Maddams 
95 Cotton St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Sara Paasche-Orlow 
585 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, 
MA 02459 
 
Sarah Fendrick 
31 Morse Rd, Newton, MA 02460 
 
Sarah Markovitz 
279 Cabot St, Newtonville, MA 02460 
 
Sarina Steinmetz 
963 Centre St, Newton Center, MA 
02459 
 
Shari Abramowitz 
42 Morse Road, Newton, MA 02460 

Shari Zakim-Yacouby 
22 George St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Sharon Russo 
24 Walker Street, Newton, MA 02460 
 
Shelley Hankin 
38 Carleton St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Simon Olsberg 
47 Sheldon Road, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Sonya Marquez 
237 Park Street, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Steve Gordon 
33 Grove Hill Park, Newtonville MA 
02460 
 
Steve Hoberman 
53 Allen Avenue, Waban, MA 02468 
 
Steven Grossman 
30 Huntington Road, Newton, MA 
02458  
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Sponsoring Individuals 

 
Suzan Rothschild 
57 Gralynn Road, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Tali Pinnolis 
120 Waltham St, Newton 02465 
 
Tova Greenberg 
108 Cabot St, Newton, MA 02458 
 
Virginia Diez 
38 Elmore Street, Newton, MA 02459 
 
Vivi Leavy 
80A Seminary Ave #360, Auburndale, 
MA 02466 
 
Warren Ford 
132 Charlesbank Road, Newton MA 
02458 
 
Wendy Berenson 
53 Lombard St, Newton, Ma 02458 
 
Wendy Smith 
22 Hollis St, Newton, MA 02458 
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9/4/23, 3:18 PMProperty - City of Newton, MA - MapGeo

Page 1 of 1https://newtonma.mapgeo.io/datasets/properties?abuttersDistance=100&latlng=42.343412%2C-71.197561&panel=search&zoom=16

!

"

#  (http://help.mapgeo.io/)

$
 (http://www.mapgeo.io)

 (https://www.google.com/maps/@42.3434117,-71.197561,16z/data=!10m1!1e1!12b1?source=apiv3&rapsrc=apiv3)
(https://www.google.com/maps/@42.340882,-71.190587,16z?
hl=en-US)

%

&'  Search

(  Advanced Search

)   Download Results * More

Showing 1-2 results. Scroll to see more.

+
70 BLAKE ST
CITY OF NEWTON
13020 0001

+
MILL ST
CITY OF NEWTON
13021 0004

City of Newton, MA : Assessing
Department

+  Property #
, Zoom To - Share . Print Edmands park /

Aerial map obtained from https://newtonma.mapgeo.ioAerial map obtained from: https://newtonma.mapgeo.io
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Newton Conservators

7 Edmands Park

www.newtonconservators.org

This map, by Judy Hepburn, is a low-resolution version of the map printed in the 2010 edition of
Walking Trails in Newton’s Park & Conservation Lands, © 2003, 2010 Newton Conservators, Inc.

Please visit our website to buy a copy of the guide, or to learn more about our parks and conservation areas.

Trail map obtained from: https://newtonconservators.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/7edmands.pdfTrail map obtained from: https://newtonconservators.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/7edmands.pdf
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Properties Abutting Edmands Park 
Blake Street:  
56, 57, 58, 63, 65, 71, 73, 77, 79, 89, 95, 103, 111, 119, 127, 135, 141, 147, 197 

Cedar Street:  
8, 9 

Centre Street: 
885 

Mill Street:  
68, 74, 78, 90, 92, 110, 116, 122 

Morse Road:  
11,  31,  37, 45, 51 

Morseland Avenue:  
5, 6 

Rochester Road:  
18, 54, 48, 40 

Westchester Road:  
31, 33, 37, 39, 41, 43, 47, 49, 51, 53 
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7/19/23, 11:35 AM Off-Leash Dogs at Edmands Park

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZrJ2NdfafNDxvx2v9HVlYn7gQw57IvkLwu1XqGFUqB0/edit 1/5

1.

Check all that apply.

Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time.
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within

Edmands).
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours).
No, the City of Newton should not o�cially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog

area.
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park.

2.

Other:

Check all that apply.

I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash.
For my personal safety, I need to be able to walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking

poles or another device to help with stability).
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise.
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs.

Off-Leash Dogs at Edmands Park
Please provide your thoughts on whether Edmands Park (a/k/a Cabot Woods) should be 
designated an off-leash dog area. Published survey answers will be anonymized.

This survey was created by visitors of Edmands Park interested in allowing off-leash dogs at 
Edmands Park.

* Indicates required question

Are you in favor of the City of Newton officially designating Edmands Park as an
off-leash dog area? Select all that apply.

*

If you are in favor of off-leash dogs at Edmands Park, please provide your reasons.
Select all that apply. 
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7/19/23, 11:35 AM Off-Leash Dogs at Edmands Park

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZrJ2NdfafNDxvx2v9HVlYn7gQw57IvkLwu1XqGFUqB0/edit 2/5

3.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

4.

Mark only one oval.

Yes, often. Skip to question 5

Yes, sometimes. Skip to question 5

No. Skip to question 8

Visiting Edmands Park

5.

Other:

Check all that apply.

Dog walking
Trail running or walking
Visiting with my children
Biking

Do you own a dog?

Do you visit Edmands Park?

How do you use Edmands Park? Select all that apply.
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7/19/23, 11:35 AM Off-Leash Dogs at Edmands Park

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZrJ2NdfafNDxvx2v9HVlYn7gQw57IvkLwu1XqGFUqB0/edit 3/5

6.

Check all that apply.

Before 10:00 am
10:00 am to noon
Noon to 3:00 pm
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm
After 5:00 pm
I usually do not visit Edmands Park Monday through Friday.

7.

Check all that apply.

Before 10:00 am
10:00 am to noon
Noon to 3:00 pm
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm
After 5:00 pm

Additional Comments

An opportunity to provide additional feedback about off-leash dogs at Edmands Park.

8.

Monday through Friday, when do you usually visit Edmands Park? Select all that
apply.

On Saturday and Sunday, when do you usually visit Edmands Park? Select all that
apply.

Please share any concerns about having off-leash dogs at Edmands Park.
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7/19/23, 11:35 AM Off-Leash Dogs at Edmands Park

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZrJ2NdfafNDxvx2v9HVlYn7gQw57IvkLwu1XqGFUqB0/edit 4/5

9.

Who You Are

Please help us understand who is completing this survey.

Your name and email address will not be included in published survey results.

10.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

11.

12.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Please share any other comments or suggestions regarding off-leash dogs at
Edmands Park.

Do you live in Newton?

Please provide your name if you would like us to know who completed this survey.

Please provide your email address if you would like to be contacted regarding
future efforts to allow off-leash dogs at Edmands Park.

 Forms
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7/19/23, 11:35 AM Off-Leash Dogs at Edmands Park

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZrJ2NdfafNDxvx2v9HVlYn7gQw57IvkLwu1XqGFUqB0/edit 5/5
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Survey Results - Narrative Summary 
Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I don’t feel safe with random dogs running up to my dogs and I. My little dog has already been 
mauled once because of an off leash park.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
There are already dog parks where dogs can be off leash. Can we not have a safe space for the 
rest of us?  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have a  small dog who is intimidated by the bigger dogs, so if they’re off leash, it’s really a 
problem for me to walk there 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Many people don’t like big dogs running around free 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
It's fine when people have control over their dogs, but my dog is not dog friendly, and gets upset 
when off leash dogs run up to him. And my mom doesn't go there anymore because she's been 
knocked over a couple of timesb by off leash dogs 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Making it off leash will attract a lot of other dogs 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
People are irresponsible, dogs not well trained. Dogs commonly end up in neighbors properties. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Fear of losing the privilege. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None!  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I’ve been walking Daisy there for 9 years.  She is well behaved and we love it there!  It would be 
terrible if  I had to leash her. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
For my personal safety, I need to be able to walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or 
another device to help with stability)., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the 
beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Even if dogs are off leash, it is good if all dog owners have leashes with them if there's ever a 
need to keep certain dogs apart or controlled.  Over the years, there have been 1 or 2 dogs who 
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have not been well behaved around my dogs.  Both my dogs come to me when I need them to for 
their safety.  I always have leashes on me and always would.  Fortunately, there hasn't been any 
incident beyond unfriendliness when I have been around. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Maybe it's good to have certain rules for caution but still allow people the freedom to give their 
dogs the off leash exercise they need. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., It 
enhances my experience of nature when dogs are free 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why?  
Dogs are far less aggressive when off leash. 

How do you use Edmands Park?  
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs do better with meeting other dogs on the trails when not constrained by leashes. 
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Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
If constrained by leashes, resulting aggression can be misinterpreted by both dogs and humans. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Off lead dogs may 
discourage the mountain bikes, which are damaging the park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Owners should carry leads and use them when other dogs or people are uneasy. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Owners must cleanup after their dogs regardless of the location of the poop. 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It should be off leash. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I don’t have concerns. Those owners that let their dog off leash should ensure their dog is safe 
being off leash. My dog is so I have no concerns for her. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I’ve been at many of leash parks without issue. These woods are a perfect environment for off 
leash. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Dogs get 
more from off-leash parks - it makes them and their humans happier  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have no concerns.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dogs who harass other dogs or humans should get reported and have privileges revoked. How 
that would work I have no idea. Lol 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None. After years of experience at the Park the owners are extremely courteous of walkers of all 
ages and abilities  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Leash or no leash the Park is a way for all Newton residents to enjoy the Park.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
People who can’t control their dogs. Newton should have a behavioral test to secure an off-leash 
permit. (I have one dog with fabulous recall and once with horrible recall so would be impacted 
by this).  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
For my personal safety, I need to be able to walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or 
another device to help with stability). 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
We have encountered some aggressive dogs whose owners clearly did not control. This can 
happen anywhere though  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., There are 
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no off-leash parks that offer trails. The enclosed-field type of dog park is great for some but not 
for everyone.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
A limit on the number of dogs off leash with one person could make sense. It’s hard to have 8 
dogs under voice control, and poop doesn’t always get picked up when a person has many dogs. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Thank you for considering this! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
none - dog owners are really good there.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
it’s a gem for people and dogs. let’s keep it that way please.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Every dog my dog and I have met at Edmands Park has been friendly toward my dog. I don’t see 
any issues with making this an off leash park 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I understand concerns of dogs who do not have great recall or others who feel safer with dogs on 
leash, and they can use their leash. We tend to err on the side of caution, when we see a leashed 
dog, we will leash as well but if only unleashed dogs are around, we remain off leash as our 3 yr 
old pup needs to run off extra energy and it’s nice to have somewhere we can walk to and not 
always have to drive to. Thx 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dog poop 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
More trash cans!
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs., It allows dogs to properly socialize with eachother  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
leash your dog up if you don’t trust them yet 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
maybe have a designated training area  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
No concerns at all 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Edmunds park brings together an incredible community of dog owners who love the park and 
love enjoying it with their dogs.  It’s truly sad that the city of Newton fails to recognize  and 
support the dog owners and dogs who frequent the woods. Nature is meant to be enjoyed, so let 
your residents enjoy it.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
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Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have no concerns. I see dogs off leash every day and it gives them a wonderful opportunity to 
socialize and explore in a shady area and not in open fields with little stimulation 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I do worry about dog owners being responsible. No dog who had a history of being aggressive 
should be off leash (nor should one even bring a leashed reactive dog to an off leash area).  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dogs under minimal voice command should be no problem for anyone 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs., Dogs need a place to run.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
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Do you have any concerns? 
None.   

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It should be lawful.  Many do it anyway. Newton is home to many dogs.  They need a place to 
run. The terrain at Cabot woods is not appropriate for the elderly nor for infants or very small 
kids.   It is a safe spot for off leash dogs.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
No concerns. It is mainly used by dog walkers anyway.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Hi Nichole, Greg Girard here, your volunteer to run analysis on the survey data. I’ll be away 
starting July 10 and would like to get a jump on the analysis. Could you send me the current data 
spreadsheet within the next day or so. I’ll use that to set up my analysis. Then when you send me 
the final data it will be plug and chug. Thx. Gregorydgirard@gmail.com 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
More concerned about the humans who litter, leave broken glass everywhere, and pull down 
trees to make bike jumps.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
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Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None, dogs who are trained well are ones that can be off leash.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Honestly, I think it would be hard to enforce this rule. Unless you can afford to hire people to 
patrol the park, people are going to bring their dogs off leash anyways, might as well make it 
legal. We shouldn’t be wasting police resources for such an ridiculous thing. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
No concerns  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-72



The significant majority of dog owners are respectful of making sure their dogs are under control 
when other people are around. There needs to be more places of size for dogs to go off-leash. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy 
to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
No concerns  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dogs should be up to date on all vaccines  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I don’t have concerns about having off-leash dogs. I find those dog owners to be alert and most 
responsible 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Newton has few options for off-leash dog walking. It’s important for Edmands Park to be one of 
those places  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
For my personal safety, I need to be able to walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or 
another device to help with stability)., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs should be socialized and accompanied at all times by a responsible person 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Park is great because of diversity of space and trails and the expansiveness of the park. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy 
to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Everyone already lets their dogs off leash there. Might aswell make it legal.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., I get great 
joy watching dogs doing what dogs love to do, chasing chipmunks and squirrels, running through 
the woods together, wading through the water, and smelling the rich smell environment., 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Uncontrollable dogs should be leashed 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
no concerns think its a great idea need more off leasg areas in general in boston 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
No concerns 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It is a great park and safe place for dogs to be off leash.  My dog and I have a more relaxed time 
off leash.  He is obedient and there needs to be a place where dogs can do their sniffing and have 
a small amount of freedom.  This is his happy place.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-80



Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have none. All dogs here are well behaved and their owners/walkers are responsible, respectful, 
and courteous.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
This is a special place. We call it our dog’s “happy place.” 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
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Dogs who are off leash should have recall so that if they encounter other dogs who are leashed 
and/or people who are not comfortable with dogs, then they can be leashed as required. The park 
is for everyone to enjoy!  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Owners still need to be nearby and with leash. Owners still responsible for dog. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
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We have  been enjoying Edmands Park with our dogs, on and off leash, for about 40 years. It is a 
wonderful place for them to run, interact with other dogs and enjoy a natural environment. It also 
is  our way of getting exercise everyday and in doing so enjoying nature. Everyone who walks 
their dogs are mindful of other people and their dogs. It is a perfect place for dogs and their 
owners, hope off leash at Cabot Woods will happen . 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
People have always used Edmands park for off leash dog walking regardless of if they were 
allowed or not. Dog owners should not be fined for wanting to excercise with their dogs.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Edmonds Park is a lovely place for dogs to romp off leash. I have never seen any unfortunate 
incidents happen there with regard to dogs. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
N/A 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
N/A 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
NA 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
NA 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Owners must be responsible for their own dogs and have them under voice control.Also, a dog 
who can be aggressive should never be off leash! 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Check out Centennial Park in Wellesley, Cat rock in Weston, and Callahan in Framingham. for 
off leash places that are great 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs must be licensed and be up to date with rabies shots. Habitually Aggressive dogs or dogs 
not used to other dogs should be leashed 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-85



It would be really sad if we could not allow off-leash dogs and people to share this beautiful 
space 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy 
to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
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need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
90% of all people that I see in the Park have a dog. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Almost everyone who I see walking there is with a dog, so I believe the majority of users would 
prefer off leash 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
For my personal safety, I need to be able to walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or 
another device to help with stability)., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the 
beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None.  People are self-selecting. Nice dogs.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
We pay lots and lots of taxes.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
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need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
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Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., My dog 
becomes more socialized with other dogs and humans when off leash, and is generally less 
neurotic and anxious when he gets this exercise. I live in an apartment, and am an immigrant 
with no family here and so this is a great community building place. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs should have off leash license from Newton, and no violations of this on record. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I rarely see kids or families without dogs walking here in the mornings. For me official 
designated hours for off leash dogs makes so much sense 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Letting friendly dogs off leash is a long standing tradition at the park.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Having my dog run at edmunds and having him run off leash and seeing how happy it makes 
him, is the best part of my day! I sometimes suffer from depression and it greatly helps to have 
my dog run around and participate in his joy and well-being!  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
No concerns  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Please allow dogs to be offleashed in the park. All owners are disciplined and will make sure 
they don't hurt anybody. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
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Dogs need exercise and there just isn’t enough off leash space in Newton.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Vast majority of dogs are fine, but now and then there is one, or a pack, that causes trouble - 
usually for other dogs. So maybe a one strike and you’re out system, tho I’m not sure how it 
would work.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Maybe a limit on dogs per human to limit big packs via professional dog walkers,, tho usually 
they’re fine.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
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Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., It is 
scientifically proven to be beneficial for dogs to walk off leash. The benefits of increased 
chances for sniffs, socialization, and recall training can not be overstated. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
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Do you have any concerns? 
I am 100% onboard with Edmand’s being off leash, but I want to preserve the safety of all 
walkers so I would hope the courtesy of leashing your dog in the presence of a child, a senior 
citizen, or another dog who is on leash would continue. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
We need a fully off leash nature trail in Newton. It provides so many benefits to dogs and their 
guardians. Actual “dog parks” pose issues for many dogs (too confined of a space, inattentive 
guardians, and overcrowding being a few) and I therefore generally avoid them. In Edmand’s 
you meet one or two dogs at a time which is completely manageable for the dogs and their 
humans. There is also at least a basic level of training in all the dogs who are off leash there 
because their guardians have built the training up enough to trust the dog to stay near them 
(which can’t be said in dog parks). It’s incredibly important and I would love to help to make it 
officially off leash in any way I can.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
My concerns are, sometimes unruly dogs bothering other dogs or other humans walking. It has 
been very rare yet something I keep an eye out for when we walk our dog. 

If it is designated as off-leash park, people from various neighborhoods even outside of Newton 
could be bringing their dogs. That it could become bit more crowded, more unclean (as not 
everyone picks up after their dogs), more nuisance to people living around the area with parking 
and etc., and more crowded park with off-leash dogs could a bit unruly than what we have today.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
We should have an association of volunteers who could take turns to clean the park of poop bags 
or other trash on the weekends to keep the park clean for everyone to enjoy. 

Specific off-leash time could work as others who walk the dog on the leash or worried about or 
afraid of dogs or doesn’t want to be bothered by off leash dogs also could enjoy the park. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It's wonderful to socialize our dog at the Park. Well behaved dogs should be allowed and 
encouraged to be off leash. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
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need opportunities for off-leash exercise., My dogs are better behaved with other dogs off leash 
rather than on leash 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Off leash Dog parks are  great for community development  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-98



I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs., All other off-leash areas in Newton are open non-woods spaces whereas 
Edmands is in the woods, which would be a real treat. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None at this time.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
In a perfect world, I would love for the park to be off leash all the time but I wish to respect 
needs of all park users. I think designated days or times would be the most fair solution 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
It’s a good place for dogs- hopefully owners are responsible  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dog owners love this park - hopefully the city will make this an off leash park  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
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Do you have any concerns? 
A large number of Newton citizens have dogs, and just as it is important to provide folks with 
children city services it is important to provide services to folks with dogs. Cabot Woods in 
particular is used mostly by people walking dogs and we should be given proportional 
consideration 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Pedestrians without dogs should have the right to request a person to leash their dog temporarily 
if it makes them feel safer 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I’m worried there will be some irresponsible dog owners that do not have their dogs under 
control. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Off leash in the woods/any trails is far more exercise for a dog rather than the small off 
Leash parka offered in Newton right now 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy 
to share it with off-leash dogs., I don't think small fenced in dog parks are good environments.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-102



Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Glass, marijuana, aggressive dogs, cars 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Not sure why the city started to ticket. Prefer the way it was before  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
May need to add some gates to avoid dog going on the road 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dog walkers bringing large groups of dogs that they don’t have control of 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Strongly think should be off leash only with newton tag and before 10 am and after 4 so dog 
walkers aren’t there 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs who are off-leash with no recall, parents losing their dogs simply because they see it’s off-
leash, poorly behaved dogs  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
If dogs are off-leash, they MUST be able to recall to their owner and demonstrate safe behaviors. 
Possibly have off-leash tag that they receive because they demonstrate good recall. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It is a great opportunity for Edmands to be shared by off.leash dogs and humans.  People will 
know not to come during certain hours if they are afraid of dogs.  The sogs need off leash time. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., This place 
has really helped with my mental health. Being able to walk daily with my dogs with others has 
made a big difference. It’s a wonderful community of people who come here with their dogs. 
Wonderful friendships are being made here.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
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Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It’s a wonderful place with great walking paths I choose this park because it’s safer than the dog 
parks. the dog parks in newton are small, dogs are on top of each other, often with injuries 
happening and a Petri dish for illnesses. My family, dogs and I have loved enjoying Edmonds 
Park for the past 5 years and I hope for many years to come. People and their dogs get their 
exercise, see friends, socialize and respect one another here.  It’s a beautiful community. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy 
to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
If dogs are to be off-leash, they need to be under voice control. This shouldn’t exclude dogs who 
are on leash from walking here and owners MUST be able to recall their dogs from approaching 
dogs on leash.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Off-leash dogs MUST be able to recall away from dogs who are on-leash.  It’s a safety hazard.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Dogs are 
emotionally healthier when they have off leash exercise.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
As a dog trainer, it is important to have areas where people feel safe having their reactive dogs 
on leash. There are getting to be fewer and fewer areas. I either support part of the area as off 
leash or certain hours. Reactive dogs deserve to enjoy the woods as well. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., I have 
been walking my dogs off leash for more than 35 years here and would like to continue doing so. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, After my dog dies I still walk there every day and then twice a day when we adopt 
a new dog  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
We need to let our dogs have the ability to run free in a woodsy environment in Newton. Off 
leash dog parks don’t have anywhere near the space of Edmunds. We’ve been walking here years 
before BC built the two soccer fields, when there was a flat sand area where the biggest field is 
now.  We’re in our 70’s and my husband remembers seeing skaters on the pond before 
remediation. Please keep Edmands open to humans and their dog companions to enjoy the 
woods, stream and interaction with other like minded folks. 
It’s a special place that should be protected. An arborist would be welcomed for sure. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Biking 
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Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
- Off leash dogs should be socialized 
- Off leash dogs should be under voice control  
- You are responsible for the actions of your off leash dog 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
For my personal safety, I need to be able to walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or 
another device to help with stability)., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the 
beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Edmands has long been a wonderful resource for dog walkers and walkers alike. The Covid 
period welcomed many new walkers to the park and was a great way for people with and without 
dogs to enjoy nature 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Birding and being with friends 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
The dog walking community is a place I look forward to going each to meet old and new 
members of the Newton and surrounding neighborhoods.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
For my personal safety, I need to be able to walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or 
another device to help with stability)., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, I walk my grand dog there. He lives close to Edmands Park 

Do you have any concerns? 
Have never experienced out of control dogs there, sometimes humans can be that way.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It’s a beautiful designated space for all to use including off leash dogs 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Just walking  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
seen to many bad dog interactions here 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
please dont allow this - an open field is one thing but here when trouble starts its hard to get help 
and it gets bad fast 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
The problem is people whose off-leash dogs are not under voice control, so that the dogs can 
bother both people and dogs who for whatever reason are leashed. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I live across the street and some dogs are not fully under their owners control. They end up 
running across the street into my yard which becomes an issue with my dog. The problem with 
off leash dog skin an open park is not the dogs who are well managed by their owners, but all of 
the ones (dogs and owners) that are not. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
My leashed dog has been attacked or charged at multiple times by unleashed dogs.  
Owners either laughed it off as playing (it wasn't) or weren't to be seen. 
I stopped bringing children here as I don't trust the dogs or owners. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
There are other places. Use them instead  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have never had an issue with any off leash dogs. Owners are respectful and know when their 
dog needs to be leashed. Off leash dogs bring joy to the world.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
The only concern is people having dogs that aren’t properly trained  or aggressive off leash.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I don’t think dogs should be allowed off leash near the playground / picnic areas.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I very much appreciate that Newton has SO MANY off leash dog parks but, many owners don’t 
control their dogs. As a result, my dog becomes anxious, in a smaller, contained space.. He is 
well trained and has great recall. Being in an off-leash environment, gives him more room to run 
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around without multiple dogs approaching him. As a result, it’s easier for me to just keeping him 
walking along if other dogs approach.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
So long as owners are responsible, I think it is a great opportunity for human and canine alike. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
100% support! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
The ability to run around and explore has been proven to be beneficial to dogs and even extend 
their lifetimes. Unfortunately, Newton is lacking in places for dogs to run off leash, so making 
Edmands Park an off leash area is a necessity. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., A city of 
our size with the number of dogs that live here should have a place larger than the small, crappy 
off leash options that we have now.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It’s the perfect place for off leash. Weston has several off lease trails and Newton does not have 
great options.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs that aren’t well behaved might cause a problem 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Important 
alternative to enclosed dog parks which many anxious dogs can’t utilize  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None people know if their dog can be off leash  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy 
to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
If you are going to limit either the portion of the park where dogs can be off leash or the time, 
which would be perfectly reasonable given the competing preferences, I recommend  limiting the 
time rather than the part of the park. It is the more workable solution and most people will be 
able to adjust their schedules. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
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Do you have any concerns? 
None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
There have been times when more aggressive dogs have approached our more timid one in 
unpleasant ways. If we succeed in retaining the right to keep dogs off leash we should think 
about messaging more directly the responsibility of each dog Walker to be much more aware of 
their dog’s behavior and re-leash them swiftly should they witness signs of aggression. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
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Do you have any concerns? 
In my 30 years of living in Newton, I known him to dogs, I have walked many times in Edmonds 
Park with dogs. I sometimes I’m a rebel and the dogs are off leash and sometimes they are on 
leash. In all my years of walking and encountering many dogs, there have never been any 
incidents. I think people who choose to let their dog off, leash know and trust their dog. People 
whose dogs are undependable keep them on a leash. I think it works very well. Thanks for doing 
this! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
N/A 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
N/A 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., There is a 
lovely and considerate community of dog owners, and their dogs, enjoying each other’s company 
here at Edmonds Park 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have only run into one person who had a problem with it and I think they had a fear of dogs. 
Edmonds park is a great place to get over a fear of dogs, because the dogs here are very well 
behaved. 
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Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Whether it’s allowed or not, the practice will be continuing 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
No concerns- it is a happy and inviting gem in Newton for pups and owners to explore and get 
exercise- it’s a rarity that there is any issue with off leash dogs which can also happen at any of 
the other off leash areas.  Dog owners who come here are very respectful and responsible. This 
park also allows dogs to cool off in the water which is not available anywhere else. Thank you!  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
As long as dog owners are responsible with their dogs, there really isn't a problem.  Dogs need 
off leash time for their well-being and they pose little or no impact on others. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Allowing dogs off leash in the park is fundamentally good for the dogs, the people, and therefore 
the community.  People and their dogs represent a significant proportion of the park's users and 
have for a long time.  Let's bring the rules into alignment with this reasonable practice. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I think it is more equitable for people without big yards to have more off leash spaces 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy 
to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Great idea. Dogs deserve to enjoy the park fully too 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
People who don’t pick up their dogs poop 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
We try to be respectful and responsible dog owners, and find others to be the same at Edmonds, 
for both people walking dogs and those without dogs. It is unusual to see people without pets 
there, except in winter when people may cross country ski or bringing kids sledding.  But I still 
haven’t seen any issue sharing Edmond during those times. It is such a special and unique place 
in the heart  on Newton. We would be devastated if it was taken away. We are also happy to 
contribute to a fund to preserve Edmonds in the future.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Owners need to be able to control their dogs 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Would love for this to be fully off leash 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have no concerns. I am there very often and see many dogs in the park. I have never seen any 
problem with dogs and people who were there without dogs. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
The fact, is that very many members of the neighborhood walk their dogs there. There is no good 
reason why responsible dog owners shouldn’t be able to go through Edmund’s park and use it as 
an off leash exercise area for their dogs. It’s also extremely healthy for the dog owner! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
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Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Non-dog people not understanding what off-leash means and complaining because they don't like 
dogs.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
For my personal safety, I need to be able to walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or 
another device to help with stability). 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I chose two different Offleash options, because I understand that there may be demand for times 
when dogs are on leash. The reason I didn’t choose part of the park, being off leash, is because as 
a walker, I don’t get exercise standing around while my dog is in the off leash area; Nor does my 
dog. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
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Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I'm concerned for other untrained or poorly trained dogs reacting poorly to me or my dog. I'm 
concerned for people not in favor of the off-leash change no longer using this beautiful 
community space. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Some dogs may not be well trained enough to be responsible while off leash.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
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Do you have any concerns? 
no concerns  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
good idea to have a refuse (poop bag) barrel near the entrance to the park as there is near the 
entrance to Cold Spring Dog area 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It was particularly evident and critical  during the pandemic how important Edmands Park was 
for adult socialization and our dogs socialization. It continues to this day. We’ve been to each 
others homes for celebrations and to support each other even through bereavement. Our dogs 
look forward seeing and walking with their friends as much as the adults enjoy seeing and  
talking to each other every morning. These friendships that formed via our dogs walking free, 
being dogs, has  made living in Newton a great place for all of us.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
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walking with dogs is safer than the off leash contained dog parks where dog fights happen; when 
walking can better diffuse possible issues.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
For my personal safety, I need to be able to walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or 
another device to help with stability)., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the 
beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
My biggest concern is that people are considerate of leashed dogs and people who don’t like 
dogs. Which means people need to have control of their dog and keep track of where their dog is 
at all times. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I would love it if people didn’t congregate in the middle of the park where people are trying to 
come in or pass by. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-136



Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I am deeply skeptical that all off-leash dogs will be under voice/e-collar control - I do believe the 
people leading this initiative have the best intentions and want to enforce those rules, and I'm 
comforted to hear they intend to emphasize those rules/etiquette. I also believe making it off-
leash will attract a wide array of people (many of whom have not been part of the "community" 
here previously) who will treat the area like a dog park, not an off-leash area for dogs with solid 
recall. 

For a similar reason, I'm also very concerned about dog walkers coming here for off-leash  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I feel like my concerns could mostly be alleviated by rigorous patrolling by Newton Parks & 
Rec, but I am not sure they have the bandwidth/capacity to do that 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Let's have designated offleash hours please! Everyone will be happy! 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
The dog park in Cabot park has no shade or grass and is completely inadequate for our 
neighborhood.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
No Concerns 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours)., No, the 
City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., No, dogs 
should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have a reactive dog and being able to walk her on trails provides important enrichment for 
sniffing and exercise. I do everything in my power to manage her behavior (medication, 
reinforcement training, cross conditioning, etc.) but I am not able to control other dogs. There 
have been many times where off leash dogs have run up to us while walking around Edmands 
Park. Sometimes their owner has been visible and called them back, which is great, but more 
often their owner does not call them back until I have to assert that my dog does not feel 
comfortable being approached, or their owner is not even in sight. While I am confident in my 
ability to manage her on walks, it becomes more difficult and dangerous for her and other dogs 
when off leash dogs approach us. I am writing in on behalf of myself, my dogs, and our 
experiences, and other reactive dog owners in our community who may feel less comfortable 
voicing this experience and truth. Reactive dogs are far more common than discussed and they 
need a safe space to enjoy the outdoors as well. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dogs do not need to be off leash to have great experiences outside - I have a long line for my dog 
where she can roam 15+ft and then be reeled back in and managed when necessary. I would urge 
dog owners to explore this option. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 
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Every owner and dog walker says their dogs are safe and friendly but I keep getting approached 
by loose dogs, mainly large ones, whose owners are not in sight. Dog walkers seem totally 
unaware that many citizens avoid our cities parks because they are afraid of loosing their 
balance, falling, etc. due to being accosted by dogs whose owners do not abide by current 
regulations. Just this morning, while walking in the snow at a different park, suddenly there was 
a dog on either side - one a Rottweiler, the other a German Shephard, both off-leash, owners 
trailing behind. The dogs circled and investigated me. Startled, I do not enjoy your dogs in this 
way! One of the owners said he knew his dog was nice...  just like two days before, an owner 
explained his off-leash dog was a sweat-heart rescue dog, home for a custody visit... Dog walker 
with clusters of 5-6 dogs always lets 2 dogs run loose... The 2 Irish Wolfhounds always off-leash 
prohibit use by dog-loving elderly friends of mine who can no longer maintain animals of their 
own due to fear of being rushed again by these large animals. Do you know you are keeping 
these people out of Newton's parks? 

Edmands Park should not be just for dog owners. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Charlotte, NC had this same issue a few years back. Most people were very understanding until 
there were terrific life-altering dog maulings. Keep Newton's parks safe for all. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Biking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I don’t see any concern.  The dogs owner o know are supper friendly and watching the dogs all 
the time  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Many 
dogs behave better off leash 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with friends  

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It is a wonderful place to get to walk with our dog and to meet other people and their dogs! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-142



Off leash dogs don’t mix well with on leash.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Every time I’ve been walking there, my dog was the ONLY dog on leash. 
I don’t think it’s safe. I’ve been jumped on by other dogs & so have my kids. 
I actually had no idea that there was a rule… I just thought that ethically I would keep my dog on 
a leash. I have small children. 
No one follows the rules & many dogs get pretty far away from their humans. 
It’s bad that no one follows the rules. Really bad.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Can we try to make people follow the leash law before we even consider changing it? 
If the law is taken away, can we mandate dog training so dogs aren’t running up to people & 
other dogs with their humans no where in sight? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs should not be off-leash as I've found they aren't well controlled. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I've been jumped on, growled at, and lunged at by dogs off leash. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
The park is one of the only quiet, natural areas on the north side of Newton and allowing dogs to 
run off leash will disturb wildlife as well as the enjoyment of it by residents.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
It is not safe to have dogs running free. You don’t know who is reactive, large dogs can knock 
people over, it’s a liability.   
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
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I’ve been coming to this park since a child… (over 35 years). Edmonds park has always been an 
“off-leash” park, although not officially. In fact, the vast majority of people I have seen over 
those many years have been Newton residents walking their dogs off leash. It seems incredibly 
strange that it hasn’t been made an actual official off leash park in all these years. LETS MAKE 
IT FINALLY HAPPEN!! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I'm concerned about the amount of broken glass and garbage in the park.   This is a danger for 
both playing children and dogs 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It would be wonderful to have an off leash trail area to walk dogs in Newton!! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs., It is safe for everyone if dogs are well controlled by voice 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Everyone should feel secure that all dogs are well controlled by their owners whether on a leash, 
or if off leash, by voice command. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Thompson's Field in Harwich is a good example of a conservation area with trails and woodlands 
that is dog friendly and people friendly. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
No concerns as long as dogs are trained and not aggressive. No pit bulls  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Aggressive dogs and breeds should have muzzles  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs., My dog is better behaved off-leash. He feels threatened by other 
dogs when he is on a leash and they run up at him.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs who don’t listen to their owners calling them back should be leashed. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dogs are having fun when able to run around with each other, plus it gives people an opportunity 
to chat while the dogs chase each other for a few minutes. 
Nobody is adhering to the leash law anyways, because if your dog is leashed and others aren’t it 
creates issues.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs., This area was left to city to designate for dogs as a park if folks 
wout dogs don’t enjoy that there are so many places that provide leisure walks. There are not 
many for dogs and this is a huge community of pet owners that come here  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
I think the ark is great my only concern is the folks that get quite upset about the dogs off leash. 
Most if not all pet owners know and are responsible about having their dog off leash. So I don’t 
see the issue, I find the park picked up after dogs and I think the only potential problem is the 
occasional partying that goes on in night and any glass left where kids or dogs can get hurt 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
We have seen same dogs over and over and it’s a great opportunity for them to socialize as well.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
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Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I have been walking my dog in Edmands for 4 years now. I have made many friends and I look 
forward to walking there almost every day. My dog loves it too! My dog has been through 
training and can sit on command, come, and “leave it.” She is a very shy dog and does not 
appreciate when other dogs “rush” her. In my 4 years experience walking with her there have 
been only a couple of times where she has been uncomfortable. I can read her body language and 
ask for their owner to call their dog away if I feel like she is going to be uncomfortable. I 
advocate for her. I would never take my dog to a  traditional dog park as it would be far too 
overwhelming a situation for her. We walk organically in the park and she has gained confidence 
in herself and me with her. We have such a great bond and honesty I attribute that to our walks 
together in Edmands. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dogs interact more pleasantly when OFF leash.  Everyone is safer when dogs are off leash. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Having a place I can walk to where I can have my dog run off leash in the mornings while I also 
get exercise is a huge  part of my enjoyment of living in Newton. I also love the community of 
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dog walkers who are similarly inclined.  I have also never had a problem with off leash dogs 
there, and the dog owners are very responsible for their pets. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs., Dogs in small fenced in dog parks are often poorly behaved  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
My dog protects me against off leash animals like coyotes  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Have been 
walking dogs off leash in Cabot Woods for 35 years. It is my happy place. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have none.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
There are no wooded off leash trails in Newton, it is time the city recognizes the need. Weston, 
Wellesley and surrounding towns have wonderful off leash trails. Edmunds Park has been used 
as an unofficial off leash park for 40 years plus with our issue. It is an obvious choice for a 
licensed off leashed park. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., My dog 
benefits from play/walks off leash with other dogs.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dogs who are under voice command pose little threat to other dogs/humans or wildlife and 
should be allowed off-leash. We have had our young children in this park often before owning a 
dog. We never felt unsafe during those years. This is a neighborhood resource for us (we walk 
there) and the threat of fines, admonishment makes no sense to us. It’s been a mostly safe 
environment for the nearly 30 years we’ve lived here. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
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Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It is a wonderful community in Edmands Park of dog owners. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Having the 
ability to hav dogs off least brings more people to the park thus keeping it safer  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., It a great 
opportunity for both dogs and humans to socialize through exercise while enjoying the beautiful 
nature Newton has to offer. Step up Newton and make this happen. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Only that it is done in a thoughtful manner. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
This just makes sense 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
none 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
No concerns 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Dogs 
deserve this 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Not all dogs are good off leash. Owners need to make responsible decisions.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
For all involved whether dog owners bikers or walkers, the city needs to maintain the park to the 
same level as Cold Spring Park. Trails in particular need to be firmed up. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 
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Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy 
to share it with off-leash dogs., If all dogs were leashed the park would be overrun by turkeys, 
which are aggressive  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have been coming to this park with my dog for over 30 years. I come almost every day in the 
morning, and have observed over the years that the people who come in the morning are very 
responsible about cleaning up the park, picking up trash, and talking to people whose dogs jump 
or are in any way aggressive. Having been to this park thousands of times, I feel I am in a good 
position to really say what it is like there. I have met many friends and I get a great exercise. This 
is one of the very few places, a Newton, or people with dogs can socialize and enjoy their own 
recreation. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Off leash with rules about being able to properly control one’s dog and supervision at all times. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Most of the dogs in the park are great. There are some owners that don’t practice good dog 
etiquette- but most of the community is very good and responsible. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
I think that setting specific hours could benefit all users. I know they use this system at Boston  
Public Gardens & in many of the NYC parks. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
See above. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
If concern is about off leashed dogs leaving park, maybe putting small gates on entry points can 
help 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., No, 
dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Unfortunately, there are just too many kids in the woods to have dogs off of leash just anyway. 
There are also a lot of untrained dogs which leads to issues. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
My honest view of this is I'm not sure I get the point of this survey as everyone seems to take 
their dog off leash already anyway, and I don't see any enforcement against doing so. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., No, 
the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
When my children were little they were very frightened of dogs. We live around the corner from 
the park and could not walk in there because of all the off leash dogs. Making it an off leash park 
has the potential to make it unsafe and unwelcoming for some children.   
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., It’s 
already used this way unofficially.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Newton has no opportunities for off leash dog walking/hiking  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have no concerns, it is a good spot for off-leash dog walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Please do it 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None, it is a perfect spot for off-leash exercise for our friends  
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Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Do it!!!! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 
People not controlling their dogs 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
People from Boston abusing the park 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
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need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Park community is good 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Post rules 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., It is a 
waste of tax payer money to police the park 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Thank you to the city for considering this. Right now, we have zero off-leash trail options. All 
other trails are on-leash. It seems reasonable and would be invaluable for Newton to have at least 
one off leash trail option. I would gladly pay an off-leash fee.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Most dogs 
socialize better off leash and dogs need to socialize. The fenced in parks are more like prison 
yards for many dogs.  

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Picking up glass and trash 
tried around by teenagers.  

Do you have any concerns? 
People should be carrying dog bags and have voice control of their dog(s) 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Many of the dog owners who have been using this park for years (even decades) are the 
unofficial guardians/trustees of the park-picking up after others, clearing away trash and fallen 
limbs. We will find other places to go with our dogs to exercise them properly and  the City 
Newton will have to regularly police and maintain the park.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Sledding and winter hiking/
skiing 

Do you have any concerns? 
Some people are scared of dogs running up to them, including some dog owners. For this reason, 
I think there should be dedicated off leash hours. I don’t think that building or designating an 
area of the park as off leash  is practical, it’s not as simple as having office hours. Plus, a fenced 
in enclosure like we have at Cold Spring Park is not fun or safe for dogs that are scared of larger 
and aggressive dogs. The experience of Cold Spring Park is stressful and dangerous for many 
dogs, and their owners, because some dogs are aggressive and will chase other dogs 
continuously. At Edmands Park, the owners and dogs can, if off-leash, walk and run away from 
aggressive dogs.  Every time I’ve been to Cold Spring, this is a problem.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
The city‘s resources are a zero-sum game. Time spent having police enforce leash laws, and 
ticket dog owners is time that the police cannot spend monitoring and enforcing, for instance, 
traffic laws. Traffic violations endanger, maim, and kill other drivers, pedestrians, and bikers. 
Police should not be spending their time enforcing and ticketing for leash law violations. A better 
solution is to have designated off-leash hours. Thank you for putting the survey together.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs., Some dogs REQUIRE off-leash exercise. Without it they are poorly 
behaved. I’m our society, especially with the return to work initiatives, it is critical for me to my 
boyfriend’s dog romp through the woods in the morning. I cannot let my dog romo off leash in 
my neighborhood - something that dogs used to do in Newton when I was a child. Dog are living 
creatures with real need for physical exercise. We do not live in the country side where dogs can 
exercise more freely. Neighborhoods in Newton - with the intense and unprecedented 
construction and associated massive increase in traffic - especially commuters - and increasing 
density (few yards and many fences) - are unsafe and unfit for off-leash dog exercise. Having a 
dog with needs for exercise to walk off-leash is foundational to that dogs wellbeing. I would 
never have a dog in Newton if I thought Newton would take away my right to give him daily 
necessary off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Trail running or walking, Walking with friends 

Do you have any concerns? 
I understand that many off-leash dogs pose a danger to small children - they can be too 
enthusiastic and knock them down and frighten them. When I see any people in Edmands Park 
that do not have a dog I call my dog over and have him sit and stay until I can assess the need to 
leash him. There are dozens of parks in Newton that meet the needs of children of all ages, they 
do not need this space for recreation as well. Let there be one space for the dogs the NEED to 
roam off-leash.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I will feel as though my city is a no-dog city and would seriously consider leaving Newton if my 
right to exercise my dog daily is take away. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It’s a very polite and well managed group. I never have any concerns. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
None! 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
With multiple beautiful parks to walk in, it seems like Newton deserves an off-leash park and 
that Edmands is an ideal centrally located option. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy 
to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., With other 
dog owners, having their dogs off leash, it provides greater opportunity for connection and 
community. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I have been going for years and years and have never seen a problem with off leash dogs. I think 
because more people come there to walk their dogs there are way less suspicious people and 
teens hanging out drinking etc then in other wooded areas 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., Dogs learn 
to get along better off leash 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
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Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs are much nicer here, they learn a little independence  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
I would want to ensure that dogs need to be licensed in Newton to use the park off leash. I think 
that would be a fair way to compensate the city and be sure that dangerous dogs are not allowed 
to use it.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
As a compromise I think specific hours for off leash dog walking would be acceptable.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
There a few holes in fences along the trail by BC. Would be be great to have those repaired to 
keep small dogs in  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Full time or designated hours would be great. Being able to hike and get some exercise and know 
others will be around for safety is a great thing for people of all ages.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
None 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Please please let the dogs run off leash in Edmonds’s park. It is a great place for me to do trail 
running and the dog to run as well!  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Obviously, dog owners need to be responsible and keep aggressive dogs on leash. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Many fences around the park are damaged  and allow dogs to exit  too easily.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Great park with plenty of room for all kinds of exercise for humans and dogs 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours)., No, dogs 
should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs should not be off-leash in any public space save for a dedicated, designated area like the 
Cabot dog park. Not all people are okay with off-leash animals. Not all dogs are, either. The 
current lack of adherence to city law makes it difficult to enjoy Edmands Park with or without 
my dog. My preference is for the city to enforce current regulations. If off-leash dogs are 
permitted in the future, I hope it is done during posted, restricted hours only and enforced 
vigorously. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Need for owners to be realistic and responsible regarding their dog/s not being aggressive toward 
other dogs on or off leash. Any off leash park requires responsible owners.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
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Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs., I’m a 
senior citizen and much easier for me to walk the dog off leash 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Visiting with my children, Walking in nature as exercise while my dod is off leash 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Never had issues with off leash dogs! It’s a pleasure to meet the owners walking their dogs off 
leash, and a great way for dogs to socialize in a safe space 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking, Walking with my family  

Do you have any concerns? 
None 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It is a fabulous local place for people and dogs to roam!  Off/leash is the best possible option!! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
They poop everywhere without the Owner taking care after, they bark at you and get very close 
to you 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Not all of us like dogs. Off leash dogs often are running around on Blake St. I have people run 
into my yard on a neighboring street chasing their dog.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I agree dogs should be allowed to run free, however not in public places (including Cabot 
woods). 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
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Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Many dogs approach people. It is difficult to know if they are friendly or otherwise  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

Why? 
I am so frustrated by off leash dogs jumping on me. People do not have their dogs trained to be 
off leash, the park is for everyone , not just dog owners. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I’ve been bit by a dog before. I don’t want any off leash dogs at the park.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Most people don’t have their dogs trained to be off leash. They jump on you and not everyone 
enjoys that or even likes dogs. Every time I go to the park people have their dogs off leash. There 
isn’t respect for the rules as it is anyways so truly I’m not sure the point of this survey/movement 
for off leash dogs  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 
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How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Even if 9 out of 10 dogs are fine off leash, there will always be a few problematic dogs.  In 
particular, many dog owners don't appreciate the fact that many people don't want to have up 
close interactions with dogs, including "friendly" or "harmless" ones. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have been approached many times by big dogs who jump up on me. I know they are being 
friendly, but I've had clothes dirtied and even torn. It happens so fast, even vigilant owners can't 
stop their dogs who are off-leash. It scares me to be jumped on. I'm barely 100 lbs and I could be 
knocked over. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Cabot Woods is currently not an off-leash area but I have never witnessed enforcement of any 
kind. Currently, more dogs are off-leash than leashed. There should be some kind of enforcement 
or the whole designation is meaningless. 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I am concerned that this survey will not yield a representative sample. I know individuals who 
would not have seen the sign about the survey because they no longer go to Edmands Park after 
their dogs were attacked by off-leash dogs.  I also frequently see elderly people walking in 
Edmands Park, a population less likely to be able to fill out the survey (they might be less likely 
to have a smart phone when they see the sign in the woods, or be able to scan a qr code.) 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
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While I would love for dogs to have a place to run off-leash, and, as a dog owner, I truly love 
dogs, I have also been tripped and bitten by off leash dogs multiple times. Most off-leash dogs 
behave very well, but even just a few less well-behaved dogs can seriously injure someone 
before their owner catches up to the dog to restrain them. I mentioned earlier that I frequently see 
elderly people walking in Edmands and a dogs could very easily trip and injure a senior member 
of the community. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I am extremely allergic to dogs and I do not feel safe when dogs that aren’t on leashes and jump 
up on me, causing me to have allergic reactions. This occurs every time I take a walk in cabot 
woods. I have to stop going since my allergy has become debilitating.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I have never been to Edmunds and seen a dog on a leash. No one listens or cares about the 
community of people who are allergic to dogs.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
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No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
It gets tiresome having to watch for dogs coming up to you or running near you.  Most dogs are 
just not that well trained.  For instance, someone today was throwing a ball to her off-leash dog 
in Edmands Park while I was walking in front of the person throwing the ball.   

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
There is an off-leash park at Cabot Park, people can take their dogs there.   
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Many dogs are not well trained to be off leash. They bark at walkers or runners 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs are frequently not under voice control. When I had a dog (who needed to be on leash) he 
would be approached by off leash dogs not under control.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
The current state of the park being designated on leash but frequently filled with off leash dogs 
makes it unsafe and unpredictable.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
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Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Trail running with dog off leash 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
There are few places that you  can take your dog for a trail run or walk and we need some.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dogs off leash should be friendly and owners should be required to pick up dog poop.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
In practice, dogs are already off leash in the park and it is a better location than in Cabot park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dog owners walking alone or with others a pretty responsible. The dog walkers with 5+ dogs 
some on some off leash cannot keep track of them. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
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Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Having dogs off leash may be a liability issue because a dog may injure a person. I am afraid of 
dogs. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
None  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
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Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I have walked in Edmands Park for over 30 years. Some of those years I've had a dog and some 
without a dog. For the last 5 years I have been without a dog and I still walk in the park every 
day in all weather. Having dogs off leash and running through the woods not only helps them 
stay calm and healthy, but it also helps me in so many ways. Running dogs are happy and seeing 
them be free lift my spirits. Walking with other people in the community while the dogs are 
running and playing helped me meet many people in Newton that I would not have known and 
consequently help me build community here. The dog owners often feel like the park is their 
home and many of us keep it clean, pick up trash,  pick up poop,  stop kids from lighting fires 
and call the parks and rec office when things need attending to. I have not had any incidents or 
problems with any of the dogs off leash.  I'm in full support of an off leash dog park without any 
limits - even now when I don't have a dog walking with me. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs should win the own off leash to walk! 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Off lease dog helps owner and dogs 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I don't have any--have never experienced a negative encounter with an off-leash dog. It seems to 
me that owners of jumpy dogs are generally respectful of other park users and curb their dogs 
when appropriate. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Although I currently don’t own a dog, I do enjoy them and have been happy to see them at the 
park. I also find the dogs I see at the park seem happy and well behaved. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash 
part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., For my personal safety, I need to be able to 
walk my dog off-leash (e.g., I use walking poles or another device to help with stability)., Dogs 
need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it 
with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-186



Owners should be able to control their dog. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
None  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs need to be under voice control of owners 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time., Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash 
all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part 
of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
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Do you have any concerns? 
I’m surprise at how many people are scared of dogs, so I appreciate you taking this survey. I love 
all animals but good to have signage if/when this goes through.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
If this happens and you need graphic design assistance, I’d be happy to help…I’m a local 
designer. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs who are no well trained  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
People constantly have their dogs off leash so maybe if there was a designated area they would 
put their leashes on for the rest of the time they are in the woods like they do on Coldspring Park 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-188



Do you have any concerns? 
As I stated most of the people have their dogs off leash and assume everyone loves dogs. It’s fine 
if the dogs are well trained which most are, but there are also dogs which are not and it is 
intimidating  to have other peoples dogs jump on you.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I think if the whole of the Park is made officially off leash then it will deter people who use the 
park who don’t have dogs, which is not fair. This is a park for the whole community.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Areas for off leash dogs and standards for behavior need to be clearly communicated so that 
people with small children or people afraid of dogs are not worried about their safety. Perhaps 
organize some supervision (volunteer) during a transition period. A trial period (a few late 
afternoon, early evening hours) might help identify issues before final decisions are made. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I regularly get jumped on by often muddy slobbery dogs, have been nearly tripped numerous 
times, and was once chased & bit by an off-leash dog. Dogs should never be off leash here. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Biking 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Quiet time 

Do you have any concerns? 
Plenty of dog parks are already don't think the woods needs to be turned into one 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Dogs are out of control running around tearing up the woods 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

Why? 
Because off leash isn’t run around but walk next to the owner. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
No fences. The misconception that ‘off leash’ means running alone around the park. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
I was bitten several times by off-leash dogs and do not trust any of the dogs no matter how 
innocent they look. There are always misbehaving dogs and it is impossible to distinguish them 
from good ones.  My daughter goes into a frenzy when any off-leash dog approaches her. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Edmands Park is no different than any other public space of our beautiful city and and would like 
to enjoy it with my whole family without any stress which off-leash dogs can cause. If a person 
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has chosen to have a dog it should keep it off-leash either at their private property or walk them 
at specially created fenced dog walking areas such as an area near Cabot Elementary 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
We have two toddlers and 2 times large dogs charged at them and the owners were not in control. 
If I had not scooped up the kids, they would have been pushed over or worse. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I do not feel this is a dog park space. Improvements to the existing dog spaces make sense for all 
community members, not just dog owners.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Unable to take my rescue dog to this park because he is leash reactive and gets frighted being 
approached by unleashed dogs, have regularly visited this park with my kids and have been 
approached by unleashed dogs that frighten my younger one. Many dogs do not have good recall 
and are still left off leash (was there one time only with my dog, an unleashed dog kept 
approaching my dog and frightening him, owner called the dog multiple times and the dog did 
not respond). 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Allowing unleashed dogs in public space can not only make others in the neighborhood to feel 
safe walking, but it is not responsible to assume that your dog will only encounter other friendly 
dogs. Dogs should not be unleashed around others unless they are trained not to approach others 
and can be called back reliably with distractions when they encounter other dogs and people. 
Unleashed dog parks are the most appropriate place where people who enter all consent to 
having dogs unleashed. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
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No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

Why? 
My child has been knocked over by off leash dogs and is now terrified of dogs. I am tired of 
stepping in dog poop in Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
It ruins the experience for people. My child is terrified of dogs after being jumped on by off leash 
dogs. My whole family is tired of cleaning dog poop off our shoes after stepping in it in the park. 
We live near the park and often have dogs appear in our yard without their owners.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dangerous for little children, dogs get lost frequently (Blake Street owner) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
This would stop families with young children from walking in/ enjoying the park because from 
my personal experience (and that’s been going on for over 5 years) dogs run up to young 
children and lick their faces or jump on them, uncontrollable happy big dog will scare the 
children, owners are never around close enough to stop the dog from jumping/liking children. 
When we take walks in the park with my children, I always have to be on high alert because big 
dogs jumped on my kids way too many times making them fall, cry or be terrified. This park is 
the l reason we do not have a dog, the dogs have terrified my children to the point of them 
always being afraid of the dogs. Plus this is terrible for wild life because dogs break nests and 
other animal habitat. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
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I strongly against the off leash idea because this will become dog park and will cut out families 
that do not own a dog, they will not enjoy the park at that point and will stop using it.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Most owners have well-trained dogs that they oversee considerately, but a significant minority 
has ill- or untrained pets that they ignore as they text or phone. The animals in question can be 
worrisome even for large adults, let alone for small children. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
I have a daughter who is allergic to dogs. When I walk in Edmands Park any later than 7 am (or 
in inclement weather), inevitably I am jumped on or rubbed by a dog, and bring the allergen 
home.  I am not anti-dog. I just don’t see a chance in the real world of 100%, compliance in 
terms of owners keeping their offleash dogs a few inches away from other people. I’d be in 
Edmands Park much more if I could walk in prime hours without fear of physical contact with 
dogs. The de facto presence of dogs is already keeping potential users without dogs away, and 
denying non-dog owners fair use of this wonderful resource. 
I also fear that easing the regulations would lead to more professional dog walkers bringing large 
groups of dogs into the park. Even in leash this could become a nuisance. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

Why? 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix D-193



People just ignore the rule anyway, which is annoying because a lot of folks think their dog is 
“super friendly”, and then it barks at my young child and freaks them out. Or they let their dog 
just run off away from their supervision. How am I supposed to know whether that dog is safe or 
well-trained when its owner is fifty yards away? 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Your dog is not that special. We do not want to pet your dog. We want to feel comfortable 
walking in a nice park without people expecting us to dawn over their animals. Many little kids 
can’t tell the difference between safe dogs and dangerous ones. There are other off-leash parks; 
use those.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
From the Edmands Park entrance placque:  "Please be respectful of this habitat so it will remain 
a beautiful greenspace for everyone."  Edmands Park was donated by the Edmands family to be 
used and enjoyed by the public.  It was never designed to be an off leash dog park.  It is a place 
to enjoy natural beauty. For everyone.   

There are many reasons to keep dogs leashed while visiting the park.  Older people or children 
can be knocked off balance and possibly harmed by large and fast dogs not controlled by owners.  
I know of people who avoid Edmands with their young children specifically because of the loose 
dogs.  Smaller or older dogs are not safe from larger dogs off leash.  The forest is fouled by dogs 
defecating freely either on the path or in the woods where owners are not following to pick it up.  
This is not only damaging to the flora and fauna but also can attracts rats, which can lead to an 
increase of rodenticide of owls and other birds of prey, who eat the rats who have possibly 
ingested rat poison.  There are often bags of dog feces left on a path, even if intended to collect 
later, which is selfish and unpleasant for others walking by.  No ground wildlife (migrating 
ducks, squirrels, rabbits, foxes etc) can coexist with loose dogs.  There is also the potential 
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impact on Edmands Brook and the substantial wetlands it empties into. Dog feces contain 
harmful bacteria including Ecoli and fecal coliform, and toxocariasis. All three of which are 
hazardous to human health.  Rainwater washes fragments of pet waste into streams and other 
waterways contaminating the water. The nutrients from dog waste also create algae blooms thus 
further degrading water quality.  

I know dogs are wonderful creatures and they are like children/ family to their owners.  However 
I don't think that people are thinking outside of their own experience when they let them off 
leash.  It's not just one or two dogs that is going to cause major problems, but multiply that by 
hundreds of dogs, daily, weekly etc, and the delicate ecosystem of Edmands park suffers.  In a 
world which is growing in population and lessening in natural space, we need to preserve what 
little we have.  It is a special and rare thing to have a natural space like Edmands within a city.  
Let's keep it natural, and a welcome place for all humans and animals, not just dogs.  Dogs 
should be allowed to walk there, but on trails and on a leash.   

https://u.osu.edu/binder.56/2019/06/13/3reasons-to-keep-your-dog-on-a-leash-when-you-are-out-
in-nature/
#:~:text=Forests%20are%20living%20things%20just,the%20growth%20of%20the%20forest. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs are not adequately controlled, and have stopped many children or young families from 
visiting the park. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
There are other off-leash parks. Newton parks should be accessible to all residents, not just those 
with dogs off leash. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 
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Do you have any concerns? 
 **Accessibility Concerns:** 
    - Designating the wooded area as an off-leash park may limit its use and accessibility for all 
residents. Ensuring an inclusive and accessible community involves considering the needs and 
preferences of all community members, including those who may not own or prefer not to be 
around off-leash dogs.  

**Uncontrolled Dog Behavior:** 
Not all dogs may be well-behaved off-leash, and incidents of aggressive behavior or dog fights 
could occur, posing a risk to both dogs and their owners. 

**Noise Disturbance:** 
   - Off-leash parks can lead to increased noise levels, affecting both wildlife and nearby 
residents.  

**Not Picking Up After Their Dogs:** 
    - Irresponsible waste management by dog owners can lead to unsanitary conditions, 
environmental pollution, health risks, and an overall negative impact on the aesthetics and 
usability of the park for the entire community. 

 **Allergic Reactions and Public Health Concerns:** 
   - Some individuals may have allergies or fears of dogs, making the presence of off-leash dogs a 
potential public health concern. 

**Environmental Impact:** 
   -  Increased foot traffic and disturbances off trails could disrupt the natural ecosystem, leading 
to habitat destruction and potential harm to wildlife. 

**Safety Concerns for Wildlife:** 
   - An off-leash park could pose a threat to local wildlife, as dogs may chase or disturb animals, 
disrupt nesting sites, and contribute to a decline in local biodiversity. 

**Impact on Native Plant Species:** 
   - Dogs, unintentionally, may carry seeds of invasive plant species on their fur, potentially 
introducing non-native vegetation that could outcompete local plants. 

**Liability and Maintenance Costs:** 
   - An off-leash park may require additional maintenance and resources to ensure it remains safe 
and clean, potentially leading to increased costs for the community. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I would prefer that current leash laws are enforced at the park so all residents can safely use the 
area. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
As a parent of a young child, I find that off leash dogs make it hard to truly enjoy natural places 
like Edmands Park with my son, with dogs bounding up to him and me having to make snap 
judgements about what I need to do to keep him safe. 
Off leash dogs disturb wildlife as well.  
Let's keep the dogs in our park on leash so all can enjoy! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Unpleasant and potentially dangerous 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
I primarily use the park for trail running. My main concern would be having a dog chase me or 
get in my way and trip me. I’ve had a couple of near misses already and my fear is that an 
increase in more dogs being off leash would only increase the possibility of a collision between 
me and the dog(s).  
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Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Most dogs I encounter are off leash anyway so dog owners are already ignoring the rule. Might 
as well make it officially off leash at least for part of the day.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands)., No, 
the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Biking 

Do you have any concerns? 
Feces on trail and off trail areas, dogs jumping on people or kids ( all these have happened) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area., 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

Why? 
Some owners do not watch their dogs they jump up on people, dogs roam in packs and become 
dangerous to people walking in park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking, Visiting with my children, Meditation, walking with grandchildren, 
cross-country skiing 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs bounding over and knocking people over, dog poop, dog owners not beeing considerate of 
those who do not want to be run over, bumped into, slobbered by a dog(s) 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
There is an off-leash dog park on the big park area next to Cabot School and the tennis courts. 
We live a 2 minute walk from Edmunds Park and use it all the time!! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Visiting with my children 
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Do you have any concerns? 
I walk in Cabot woods frequently. I am happy to have dogs walk in the woods on leaches. But I 
am concerned about the possibility of off leash dogs can bite or knock over walkers. I learned 
from the Newton Animal Control Dept that every years a number of people are bitten by off 
leash dogs. And when that happens it can be difficult to learn about the dog’s owner, dog 
vaccination, and required medical care for the person bitten. When I walk in Cabot woods and 
off leash dogs run after me, usually the owner is not effective as stopping the dog from 
approaching me or jumping on me. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

Why? 
I think that all dogs should be on -leash. I would like to relax while walking in the Edmond Park 
instead to be alert and to be afraid of dogs off-leash 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
I adamantly against that dogs should be off-leash at Edmond park, because most of people 
( including myself) and kids are afraid unknown dogs coming or chasing them. It is natural for 
people to be alert in the presence of unknown dogs. Owners should be responsible for their dogs 
keeping them on-leash 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
The dogs there are just wild. Because of the trees, the owners are nowhere within sight and it 
gets dangerous with small children  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
There should be a higher regard for the safety of children in our community. These woods are 
lovely, my children love coming here, but the dogs are a menace, since owners are so 
irresponsible  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Visiting with my children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Lots of kids are afraid of dogs, mine included. The dogs “playfully “ running towards us scares 
me too. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
It is treated like one already. Stopped going there for that reason. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, the City of Newton should not officially designate Edmands Park as an off-leash dog area. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Visiting with my children, Walking without children 

Do you have any concerns? 
Although most dog owners are responsible, our children have been knocked down and I have 
been jumped upon by unsupervised off-leash dogs, and the owners, once they came into view, 
did not seem at all concerned.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
If the decision is to allow officially off-leash dogs, then I hope that part of the park, at least, can 
be retained for leashed dogs and humans (with or without dogs).  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

Do you have any concerns? 
I never bring my dog to the park because inconsiderate dog owners let their dogs off leash even 
though it isn’t allowed. It’s ruining the park for everyone else - people can’t bring their kids to 
the park because there are so many off leash dogs running around.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
Entitled Newton dog owners already let their dogs off leash there. It would be a nice park if they 
were more considerate.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to 
share it with off-leash dogs. 

Do you have any concerns? 
Dogs who attack or inappropriately attack humans or other dogs.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
I get more exercise when I walk my dog off-leash., Dogs need opportunities for off-leash 
exercise., I enjoy the beauty of the park and am happy to share it with off-leash dogs. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time. 

Do you have any concerns? 
That the park will attract dog owners whose dogs may not be well-socialized for off-leash 
walking.  

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I think we’ll need to educate our dog owners about the finer points of off-leash walking in a 
shared park, if we’re to succeed in our endeavor. (This includes many of our long time walkers 
of wonderful dogs who may exuberantly run over to someone who is afraid or bark excessively 
at people. Posting off-leash decorum with things like: 1. Take your dog off the path if there are 
children around, control and ask the accompanying adult if they are comfortable having your dog 
approach. Respect that some people really are afraid of dogs and should not be put in the position 
of having their fear challenged or minimized. Etc Some other towns have good wording. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, all of Edmands Park being off-leash part of the time (dedicated off-leash hours). 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
Yes, part of Edmands Park being off-leash all the time (a smaller dog park within Edmands). 

Why? 
Dogs need opportunities for off-leash exercise. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Trail running or walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I occasionally run/jog through the woods, but had to stop after being attacked by an off-leash 
dog. Although a minority, poorly trained dogs can be dangerous, especially to kids. In many 
ways, it feels like the dog owners have bullied everyone else (perhaps inadvertently) from using 
the park. 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I'd like to see broader outreach to the community before deicing on making Edmands Park off-
leash. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of the City of Newton designating Edmands Park an off-leash area? 
No, dogs should never be off-leash at Edmands Park. 

How do you use Edmands Park? 
Dog walking 

Do you have any concerns? 
I walk my small dog sometimes in Edmonds Park and it’s really bad for me since large dogs are 
running around off leash and they intimidate my dog so I cannot walk there 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
I think they should have a designated area for our fleet that’s fenced in so that people that do not 
want large dogs running at them, or their dog can still walk in Edmonds Park
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OFF-LEASH DOGS AT EDMANDS PARK
COMMUNITY MEETING

December 7, 2023

COMMUNITY MEETING
• Introduction

• Purpose of tonight’s meeting

• History of off-leash dogs at Edmands Park & enforcement

• Survey & other steps

• Discussion
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SURVEY: WHO’S IN FAVOR?

• Survey conducted June 25 - July 10

• Link shared with friends, neighbors, fellow dog owners 

• Signs posted with QR code at entrances to Edmands Park

VISITORS FAVOR OFF-LEASH DOGS
• 355 responses; multiple choices allowed

• 290 respondents (81.5%) support off-leash park-wide at all hours

• 97 respondents (27.2%) support off-leash park-wide, restricted hours

• 38 respondents (10.7%) support off-leash in a dedicated dog park at all hours

• 19 respondents (5%) do not want dogs off-leash

• 11 respondents (3%) do not want Edmands Park designated an off-leash area
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VISITORS WITH CHILDREN 
FAVOR OFF-LEASH DOGS

• 25% of respondents visit with children

• 76% of respondents who visit with children favor off-leash park-wide 
at all times

WHY ARE SO MANY PEOPLE 
IN FAVOR OF OFF-LEASH DOGS?

• Owners and their dogs want exercise

• Visitors are happy to share the park with off-leash dogs

• 15% selected that, for their own personal safety, they want to walk 
their dogs off-leash
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OTHER STEPS

• Gathered information:

• Complaints about off-leash dogs at Edmands Park (none to NPD 
Jan-July 2023) but some to Parks & Rec

• How other cities/towns handle off-leash dogs on trails

• Met with Off-Leash Area Working Group

IDENTIFIED CONCERNS & SOLUTIONS

• Clear signage and community messaging to enforce rules

• Provide “poop bag” dispensers to address waste disposal concerns 

• Ability to self-police dangerous dogs

• Not fully fenced, discouraging dogs not under voice-command
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DISCUSSION

• We welcome feedback from everyone (for and against off-leash 
dogs)

• Can also submit feedback to EdmandsPark@gmail.com
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OFF-LEASH DOGS AT EDMANDS PARK
COMMUNITY MEETING

January 17, 2024

COMMUNITY MEETING
• Introduction

• Purpose of tonight’s meeting

• History of enforcement of off-leash dogs at Edmands Park 

• Survey (re-opened!)

• Newton off-leash areas

• Discussion
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SURVEY: WHO’S IN FAVOR?

• Survey conducted June 25 - July 10, re-opened December 28 

• Signs posted with QR code at entrances to Edmands Park and on 
Blake Street and Mill Street

• www.cabotcanines.org

VISITORS FAVOR OFF-LEASH DOGS
444 responses as of Jan. 16 (multiple choices)

• 385 respondents (86.7%) support off-leash dogs

• 343 respondents (77%) support off-leash park-wide at all hours

• 108 respondents (24%) support off-leash park-wide, restricted hours

• 41 respondents (9%) support off-leash in a dedicated dog park at all hours

• 59 respondents (13%) do not support off-leash dogs

• 48 respondents (9.3%) do not want dogs off-leash

• 38 respondents (3.2%) do not want Edmands Park designated an off-leash area
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VISITORS WITH CHILDREN 
FAVOR OFF-LEASH DOGS

• 117 respondents (26%) visit with children

• 89 (76%) of respondents who visit with children favor off-leash park-
wide at all times

WHY ARE SO MANY PEOPLE 
IN FAVOR OF OFF-LEASH DOGS?

• Owners and their dogs want exercise

• Visitors are happy to share the park with off-leash dogs

• 58 (13%) selected that, for their own personal safety, they want to 
walk their dogs off-leash
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NEWTON OFF-LEASH AREAS
• Current Fees (https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/dog-

licensing)

• Leashed license: $20 spayed/neutered, $25 unfixed

• Off-leash license: $70 spayed/neutered, $75 unfixed

• Fees pay for enforcement (Department of Parks, Recreation, and 
Culture instead of Police Department) and poop bags

**Not legal advice**

NEWTON OFF-LEASH RULES
Newton Ordinance 3-30 Dogs Off-Leash Program lists rules for using “designated off-leash areas,” including:

• Dogs must be under the control of a person, who must ensure the dog does not disturb or threaten other dogs or 
persons using the designated off-leash area or surrounding area.

• Dogs must be leashed prior to entering and upon exiting, and the owner must always carry a leash.

• Dogs must not be left unattended.

• Owners must immediately remove and dispose of fecal waste. (Bags are provided at designated off-leash areas.) 

• Dogs must wear a collar with identification, be off-leash licensed, vaccinated, and healthy. 

• Owners must ensure that the dog’s activity conforms to all rules and regulations pertaining to the off-leash area, as well 
as for any injury to persons or animals, or damage to public or private property caused by the dog.

• Dangerous dogs will be banned.
**Not legal advice**
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PROPOSAL

• Entire Edmands Park designated an off-leash area

• No additional fencing (4 of Newton’s 7 off-leash areas are not 
currently full fenced: Graceland, Claflin, Newton Center, Cold Springs)

IDENTIFIED CONCERNS & SOLUTIONS

• Clear signage and community messaging to enforce rules

• Provide “poop bag” dispensers to address waste disposal concerns 

• Ability to self-police dangerous dogs
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FEEDBACK
• We welcome feedback from everyone (for and against off-leash dogs)

• www.cabotcanines.org

• Survey

• Contact form

• EdmandsPark@gmail.com
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Feedback from Email and CabotCanines.org
Date Comment
01/03/23 I live very near the park, and I saw the posted notices today.  I am a dog owner and 

walker. I do not however walk my dog in Edmands Park because of the number of dogs 
that are already off leash. In the past my dog and I have been approached quickly by 
unleashed dogs with no owner in site. That experience is stressful and intimidating.  

I do run on the trails, and many times I have been approached alone the same way.  I 
have nearly been bitten on many occasions.  Perhaps I should have taken the time to 
report a near miss bite to The City. I do not however know if they record that data.  

I am not in favor of the entire park being designated off leash.  

Thanks for listening.  

[Anonymized] 

01/03/23 I love that Cabot woods Offers an awfully option Offers an awfully option for dogs. For 
dogs Who are friendly and like to run around. It is also an opportunity for. 

01/04/23 Registering for Jan. 17 Zoom call 
Thanks 

01/04/23 Please register me for this meeting… 

01/04/23 Off lease for dog 

01/05/23 Dogs needs this park for off leash! 

01/10/23 We would like to register for the meeting on the 17th 
Also my husband [Anonymized] will want to speak separately. 
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01/11/23 As an elderly person who is limping after a hip fracture, I hope to get back to being able 
to walk in Edmands, degraded as it is ecologically, for health and spiritual nourishment.   

I am appalled by the idea of turning it over to the dogs.  In my years of using this 
neighborhood woods for walking, I met loose dogs all the time.  Some were old and 
unproblematic.  Many were quick moving, jumpy, and rowdy when socializing with other 
dogs.  When one would jump on me, the owner would glare at me for registering 
displeasure, and shrug at the mud left on my clothes. 

Understanding that there are many dog owners who want their "babies" to be able to run 
loose, I would hope that you could at least restrict off leash to a few early morning and 
late afternoon hours.    I am willing to restrict my time in the woods if it will assure me 
safe and unstressful walking during predictable hours. 

[Anonymized] 

01/11/23 I won't be able to attend this meeting, but would like to express my support for making 
Edmands Park an off-leash dog park.  

Newton has no off leash parks where dog owners can hike with their dogs off leash. Cold 
spring has a field for ball tossing and socializing. The other dog parks are small dirt areas 
surrounded by wire fences. 

I have lived in Newton for 54 years and yet go to Waltham, Weston and Needham so my 
dog and I can hike off leash.  

[Anonymized] 

01/11/23 Here is my email. Please include me in your meeting:  
[Anonymized] 
Thank you. 

01/11/23 Registration for Zoom Mtg January 17 

01/12/23 I am FOR allowing off-leash dogs 
Share your opinions on making Cabot Woods an Off-leash Area:: My dog and I love to go 
trail running and it’s impossible to do on a leash. 

01/12/23 I would like to register for the discussion re Edmands Park for off leash dogs 

Date Comment

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix F-2



01/16/23 I am AGAINST allowing off-leasg dogs 

I have a reactive dog and being able to walk her on trails provides important enrichment 
for sniffing and exercise. I do everything in my power to manage her behavior 
(medication, reinforcement training, cross conditioning, etc.) but I am not able to control 
other dogs. There have been many times where off leash dogs have run up to us while 
walking around Cabot Woods. Sometimes their owner has been visible and called them 
back, which is great, but more often their owner does not call them back until I have to 
assert that my dog does not feel comfortable being approached, or their owner is not 
even initially in sight. As dog guardians, we may have different understandings of good 
recall in our dogs and leaving this distinction up to interpretation is very risky. While I 
am confident in my ability to manage my dog on her longline leash in Cabot Woods, it 
becomes far more difficult and dangerous for my dog and myself when off leash dogs 
approach us. I am sharing this perspective on behalf of myself, my dog, and our 
experiences, and other reactive dog owners in our community. All dogs deserve a safe 
way to enjoy the outdoors, and this does not require being off leash. As a side note, 
longline leashes offer a great opportunity for dogs to sniff and explore at a distance from 
their owners (15+ feet leashes are common) while still being able to be managed as 
necessary around other dogs or people. This removes questions of recall from the 
equation. I believe for reasons of safety and opportunities for all dogs to enjoy the woods, 
in addition to humans, the park should not become off leash. However, a separate fenced 
in portion that is allowed as off leash would be a wonderful compromise. 

12/28/23 I am currently recovering from surgery but saw the notice of your group. I am a longtime 
dog owner and lover and would like to speak to someone in your group as you did 
mention people with disabilities and dogs. 
   Appreciate a contact. 
     [Anonymized] 

12/31/23 We have a meeting that i'm chairing that night but if I can get away for part of it  -i'd like 
to join your meeting.  Perhaps in the future you might coordinate your public meetings 
with the council so we are free of meetings when you have yours. 

If I can't get there I hope you'll give us the lowdown on what happened. 

thanks 
[Anonymized] 

01/01/24 Do I need to register to attend the Jan. 17 meeting about off-leash dogs in Cabot Woods?  
If so, I'd like to register.  Thank you, [Anonymized] 

01/04/24 Please register me for the Jan 17 off-leash Zoom meeting 

Date Comment

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix F-3



02/05/24 I live on Blake Street and have a dog I walk in the woods (leashed only). 

The major issue I have with designating the area as off-leash is that many (I might even 
say most?) owners don’t have control over their dogs. They are often separated (out of 
sight), I often see dogs running onto Blake Street, and with decent frequency through my 
backyard — none of which is safe for anyone with two or four legs or wheels. 

What I hear more than anything else is ‘don’t worry, he/she is friendly’ — that’s not 
enough. I always think…How do you know MY dog is friendly?! 

Anyway this is not a hill I will die on, but considering how little oversight there is now, 
when off-leash dogs are not even technically allowed, I’m pretty sure these issues would 
be worse if there is a formal designation. 

02/05/24 As a nearby resident I would like to share that I oppose the plan for Edmands Park to 
become an off leash area. I enjoy walking there and have had many dogs jump on me or 
almost trip me, etc, due to being off leash. It is more important that this be a safe walking 
area for humans. 
Thank you! 

02/05/24 I suffered through years of people telling me my dog is friendly. 

I don't like dogs, don't want them near me.  My daughter was terrified of dogs the worst 
kind are friendly dogs. 

We could not walk in the park as owners refused to control their dogs and keep them 
away from us. 

Please keep safe wilderness areas for the residents. 

Thank you 

Date Comment
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02/05/24 Hi, my husband and I live 1 block from Edmands park, and walk there often. 

My husband was bitten by an off-leash dog last year (through his clothes, luckily not 
breaking the skin).  I had an experience another time where a large off-leash dog jumped 
up on me, and licked my face from my chin to my glasses.  Not only was this very 
disturbing to me, I am also allergic to dogs, and had to curtail my walk to go home and 
wash myself off so as not to have an allergic reaction. 

It won't surprise you to learn that I strongly object to the park becoming an area where 
dogs can be off leash.  Can I suggest a smaller fenced area for them to be off leash, like 
there is in cold spring park? 

Because there are many poorly trained dogs in the city (as I found from personal 
experiences above), I am not comfortable with the suggestion of changing the park 
regulations. 

Please do not include my name or email with this letter if it is shared or forwarded, 
though I'm glad to talk to someone on the committee if it is helpful. 

02/05/24 I understand it’s much easier easier to have a dog outdoors and let them run freely. My 
only request is when your dogs are outdoors and little children are around, at that time, 
put them on leashes  My grandchildren have been terrified by dogs jump up on them. 

02/06/24 Select an option: I am AGAINST allowing off-leasg dogs 
Share your opinions on making Cabot Woods an Off-leash Area:: My son and I used to 
spend a lot of time in the woods. To me it was not only relaxing, but most of out deep and 
honest conversations were taking place there. He is afraid of dogs. I am not very 
comfortable about running dogs. Feels like our neighbors that have dogs and letting 
them run off the leash are disrespectful to us. “He/she is very friendly” , “just playing” 
remarks are not making us feel better. On one occasion one dog growled and scared me a 
lot. Please, let us all enjoy the woods. 

Date Comment
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02/06/24 Select an option: I am AGAINST allowing off-leasg dogs 
Share your opinions on making Cabot Woods an Off-leash Area:: On a recent occasion 
walking in Cabot Woods, every dog I saw was off-leash.  One person was throwing a ball 
to her dog while I was walking in front of her.  Another person's dog came up to me, and 
when I motioned for the dog to go away from me she very loudly and rudely said "I guess 
she doesn't like you."  I told her she was right -- I do not like strange dogs coming up to 
me -- and she simply ignored me.    If I could depend on people training their dogs 
appropriately I would be more in favor of allowing some sort of accommodation for off-
leash dogs.  But I have not seen that people and their dogs behave courteously or 
appropriately.  And I do not want Cabot Woods to be entirely taken over by off-leash 
dogs -- that is tantamount to saying that people without dogs are not welcome in Cabot 
Woods.   

Is another option, perhaps off-leash dogs could be allowed on weekday mornings.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

02/06/24 Select an option: I favor some sort of part-time option 
Share your opinions on making Cabot Woods an Off-leash Area:: I love dogs.  I really do; 
it’s their owners that make trouble by not training them properly.  I have been out 
walking and been approached by ann unleashed dog many times; luckily, the dogs 
weren’t aggressive. I have also been in the woods with a friend, and her leashed dog was 
approached by an unleashed dog. My friend tried to get her dog out of the way, and when 
the owner appeared, she said “Max doesn’t play well with others.” The owner made a face 
and called his dog back to him. That could have gone much worse. 

All that said, I think dog parks on an open area is a great idea.  IT lets the dogs really run 
around, and the owners meet their neighbors. In a park, owners can keep a better eye on 
their dogs without the obstruction of trees.  

By all l mans, find a space for a dog park, and in the meantime, continue to allow leashed 
dogs to enjoy Cabot Woods. 

02/07/24 Select an option: I am FOR allowing off-leash dogs 
Share your opinions on making Cabot Woods an Off-leash Area:: Cabot Woods is one of 
the few natural, wooded areas in Newton and would provide a much better experience 
for dogs than the existing small, unshaded dog parks that Newton has. We strongly 
support making official designation of Cabot Woods as off-leash! 
[Anonymized] 

Date Comment
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02/07/24 Gentlemen: 

I am the owner of the house at [Anonymized] Blake Street, directly opposite one of the 
main entrances to Edmands Park.  I would like to speak with Michael and/or Miriam 
about my concerns which were expressed to David Micley yesterday. 

I can be reached by phone as per below and perhaps we can meet for a few moments as I 
live close to you at [Anonymized]. 

Thank you. 

[Anonymized] 

Date Comment
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Summary: Newton Police Department  
Response to Public Record Requests  

July 1, 2018 to January 14, 2024 

Incident 
Date

Issue Injury Summary Resolution

04/03/19 Dog Bite Injured 
dog

Two off-leash dogs, “Touker” 
(Touka) bit Coco. (More details in 
report)

Mailed city ordinance 
violation, $50 to all 
parties

05/19/19 Dog Bite Injured 
dog

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog 
named Oscar bit Yellow Lab Oscar 
at Edmands (more details in 
report). Reported by Angell West 
Animal Hospital

$50 file to Oscar’s owner

05/21/19 Dog Bite Injured 
human

Student of Fessenden School on a 
school trip in the park, riding a 
mountain bike, bitten in the calf by 
an unidentified dog

Dog unidentified, parents 
made aware of incident

01/19/20 Dog Bite Injured 
human 
and dog

Shepherd Mix Ivy hurt human 
Karen and twice bit her dog Angie 
(more details in report)

$50 fine, instructed to 
walk on leash with 
muzzle, applied for 
dangerous dog hearing 
for Ivy.

05/29/20 Unleashed 
Dog

None Tan shepherd or lab mix dog 
running around Cabot Woods in 
circles.

(105) Nothing Showing

01/09/21 Unleashed 
Dog

None Complaint of people letting their 
dogs off leash in the park. 
Anonymous, lives in the area and 
can see people unleashing their 
dogs.

(112) Service Complt

01/25/21 Unleashed 
Dog

None Anonymous report of dogs off 
leash

(101) Advised Persons

03/06/21 Unleashed 
Dog

None Anonymous, states a large group 
of people with their dogs 
unleashed at the park

(103) Canceled by RP

03/12/21 Unleashed 
Dog

None Anonymous report of group of 
people letting dogs off leash

(101) Advised Persons. 
2F parties leaving the 
woods were advised

Incident 
Date
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03/15/21 Unleashed 
Dog

None Anonymous report of 4 people 
walking dogs off leash

(105) Nothing Showing

03/19/21 Unleashed 
Dog

None Anonymous report of people with 
dogs off leash

(105) Nothing Showing

08/09/21 City 
Ordinance 
Violation

Injured 
dog

On-leash dog bitten by off leash 
dog Zeke, being walked with other 
dogs by The Good Hound dog 
walker. Second dog bite involving 
Zeke (first report #21028369). 
(More details in report)

Issued Newton 
Ordinance Violation to 
The Good Hound for 
failing to restrain Zeke

09/10/21 Unleashed 
Dog

None Beagle wandering the 
neighborhood, chasing rabbits, 
barking

(112) Service Complt. 
Dog reunited with owner

11/24/21 Dog Bite Injured 
dog

Two off-leash dogs, both bit each 
other (?) (more details in report)

Both owners mailed 
ordinance for restraint of 
dog

11/26/21 Animal 
Problem

None A beagle lost in the woods, caller is 
keeping an eye on the dog.

(112) Service Complt

04/29/22 Dog Bite Injured 
human

Runner bit by unleashed dog in 
Edmands, owner contacted, dog 
was with dog walker at the time 
(more details in report)

NPD confirmed rabies 
status, owner renewed 
dog registration

09/11/22 Animal 
Problem

None Beagle running loose in the area 
with red light on his collar

(105) Nothing Showing

03/10/23 Unleashed 
Dog

None German Shepard running around, 
RP thinks it got out of a house 
nearby. There are kids around and 
the RP is concerned.

(105) Nothing Showing

10/17/23 Dog Bite Injured 
human

Leashed dog (A) broke off 
retractable leash, bit another 
leashed dog (B). Dog B’s owner 
sustained cuts to hands while 
trying to separate the dogs.

Dog A was subsequently  
euthanized.

Issue Injury Summary ResolutionIncident 
Date
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NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
N�����, MA

I������� # / R����� # O������ R��� R����� S�����
23032666 / 1 GARCIA J OFFICER APPROVED

INCIDENT #23032666 DATA
As Of 10/29/2023 12:32:03

B���� I����������

C��� T���� L������� A��/U��� #
DOG BITE/NIPS 94 BLAKE ST  

D���/T��� R������� D���/T��� O�������
10/17/2023 11:08:51 On or about 10/17/2023 11:08

I������� T���(�)/O������(�)
(99943)ANIMAL BITE / SCRATCH

P������

R��� N��� S�� R���
INJURED PERSON NEVILLE, NICHOLAS  MALE WHITE

 

INVOLVED PARTY LUPINO, ANDREW J   

[ NO OFFENDERS ]

[ NO VEHICLES ]

[ NO PROPERTY ]

OFFICER REPORT: 23032666 - 1 / GARCIA J (38335)

D���/T��� �� R����� T��� �� R����� R����� S�����
10/29/2023 12:35:40 INCIDENT APPROVED

R����� O�������

 

Reporting Officer: GARCIA J 38335     

Reviewing Officer:       

Approving Officer: WADE M 24877     
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NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
NEWTON, MA

I������� D���

I������� # D���/T��� R������� C������������� T���
23032666 10/17/2023 11:08 GENERAL INCIDENT

OFFICER REPORT: 23032666 - 1 / GARCIA J (OFFICER)

D���/T��� �� R����� T��� �� R����� R����� S�����
10/17/2023 11:08:51 INCIDENT APPROVED

N��������

Newton Police Animal Control received a report from NWH of a dog bite at 
Edmands Park which occurred on Saturday October 14, 2023 at 7:00am. 

 Nicholas Neville  he sustained in an attempt to 
remove a biting dog from his dog.

Nicholas stated, he was walking on a trail in Edmands park with his dog on 
leash when they came upon a Andrew Lupino walking his two leashed dogs. 
Andrew pulled off the main trail to let Nicholas and his dog pass but as 
Nicholas attempted to walk by them, one of the Andrews dogs broke off the 
retractable leash and charged at Nicholas' dog Memphis.

The dog that broke loose from Andrew was Nips who attacked Memphis and 
latched onto her neck. Nicholas put his hands into the mouth of Nips in an 
attempt to break her loose from Memphis's neck. In doing so, Nicholas 
sustained cuts to his fingers and hand. Nicholas was able to get Nips off 
Memphis but Nips charged at Memphis a second time. Nicholas placed Nips 
in a head lock to stop her from attacking Memphis again. Nicholas 
transferred possession of Nips to Andrew and exchanged information. 

Andrew corroborated the story and stated he had to carry Nips home in a 
headlock in order to maintain control of her. Andrews partner, Elizabeth 
Frank, stated her and Andrew took ownership from Andrew's sister in 
Philadelphia because Andrew's sister was no longer able to care for Nips.

I spoke to Elizabeth on Tuesday October 17, 2023 and she stated she had 
been bitten by Nips before as well. Elizabeth stated they were planning on 
humanely euthanizing Nips the following day.

On Wednesday October 18, 2023 I received an email from Elizabeth with 
documentation from Angell West from of humane euthanasia and rabies 
preparation for testing. Elizabeth was advised to provide the rabies test 
result to the Newton Animal Inspector since a 10 day quarantine would not 
be possible. Newton Animal Inspector, Victor Peiroten, was made aware of Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix G-44



the current status and will be in contact with Andrew and Elizabeth.

Nips and Memphis were up to date with their rabies vaccines at the time of 
the incident (Nips expires 07/27/2024, Memphis expires 08/11/2025). Nips 
was not licensed at the time of the incident but Memphis was (1879).
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Off-Leash Resources 
Cities and Towns 

Arlington: 
Informational website: https://www.arlingtonma.gov/i-want-to/learn-about/dog-ownership  
Brochure: https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/
41504/637583304631970000 (see attached) 

Boston:  
Informational website: https://friendsofthepublicgarden.org/our-parks/the-common/
common-canine/  

Brookline:  
Informational website: https://www.brooklinema.gov/752/Green-Dog-Program  
Brochure: https://www.brooklinema.gov/DocumentCenter/View/21186/
Green_Dog_Brochure-Nov-11-2019-Update (see attached) 

Cambridge: 
Informational website: https://www.cambridgema.gov/cdd/parks/osplanning/offleash 
Shared use/trail website: https://www.cambridgema.gov/Water/freshpondreservation/
dogregulations  
Off-leash rules and etiquette: https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/CDD/
ParksandOpenSpace/OSPlanning/OffLeash/20191017_OffLeash_RulesEtiquette.pdf (see 
attached) 

Concord: 
Dog bylaw website: https://concordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1838/FAQ-on-
Article-59-Dog-Bylaw-Changes-PDF#:~:text=Dogs%20are%20required%20to%20be,
%2C%20parades%2C%20fairs%2C%20etc (see attached) 
Conservation land website: https://concordma.gov/2319/Dogs-on-Conservation-Land  

Lexington:  
Brochure: https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/383/Walking-your-Dog-
on-Conservation-Land-PDF?bidId= (see attached) 

Lincoln: 
Brochure: https://www.lincolntown.org/DocumentCenter/View/79244/Lincoln-Dog-
Brochure?bidId= (see attached) 

Needham:  
Informational website: https://www.needhamma.gov/3711/Off-Leash-Dog-Recreational-
Area 
Brochure website: https://www.needhamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10323/Tri-Fold-
Dog-Area-a?bidId=  (see attached) 
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https://concordma.gov/2319/Dogs-on-Conservation-Land
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/383/Walking-your-Dog-on-Conservation-Land-PDF?bidId=
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/383/Walking-your-Dog-on-Conservation-Land-PDF?bidId=
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/383/Walking-your-Dog-on-Conservation-Land-PDF?bidId=
https://www.lincolntown.org/DocumentCenter/View/79244/Lincoln-Dog-Brochure?bidId=
https://www.lincolntown.org/DocumentCenter/View/79244/Lincoln-Dog-Brochure?bidId=
https://www.lincolntown.org/DocumentCenter/View/79244/Lincoln-Dog-Brochure?bidId=
https://www.needhamma.gov/3711/Off-Leash-Dog-Recreational-Area
https://www.needhamma.gov/3711/Off-Leash-Dog-Recreational-Area
https://www.needhamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10323/Tri-Fold-Dog-Area-a?bidId=
https://www.needhamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10323/Tri-Fold-Dog-Area-a?bidId=
https://www.needhamma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10323/Tri-Fold-Dog-Area-a?bidId=


Waltham:  
Informational website: https://www.city.waltham.ma.us/home/news/a-reminder-to-pet-
parents-that-there-are-leash-laws-in-waltham-per-city-of-waltham-general  

Wellesley:  
Informational websites: 
      https://wellesleyma.gov/753/Dogs-in-Wellesley 
      https://www.wellesleyma.gov/1259/Animal-Control-Regulations 

Weston: 
Informational website: https://www.weston.org/221/Dog-Walking  
Brochure website: https://www.weston.org/DocumentCenter/View/309/Walking-Your-Dog-
in-Weston-Brochure-PDF?bidId= (see attached) 

Other locations in Massachusetts 

The Trustees properties: 
https://thetrustees.org/content/guidelines-for-dog-walkers/ 

Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation properties:  
https://www.mass.gov/guides/dogs-in-dcr-
parks#:~:text=In%20designated%20off%2Dleash%20areas,comes%20immediately%20when
%20called  

Other Resources 

American Kennel Club:  
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/tips-for-hiking-with-your-dog/ 

Sit Means Sit Dog Training: Yes, There Is A Thing Called Off Leash Etiquette:  
https://sitmeanssit.com/dog-training-mu/austin-dog-training/yes-there-is-a-thing-called-
off-leash-etiquette/  

Dogtime.com: The Complete Guide to Off-Leash Etiquette:  
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/complete-guide-off-leash-etiquette-175527655.html 

The Association of Professional Dog Trainers: What Makes a Good Dog Park:  
https://apdt.com/resource-center/makes-good-dog-park/  
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https://www.weston.org/221/Dog-Walking
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https://www.mass.gov/guides/dogs-in-dcr-parks#:~:text=In%20designated%20off%2Dleash%20areas,comes%20immediately%20when%20called
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https://www.mass.gov/guides/dogs-in-dcr-parks#:~:text=In%20designated%20off%2Dleash%20areas,comes%20immediately%20when%20called
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/tips-for-hiking-with-your-dog/
https://sitmeanssit.com/dog-training-mu/austin-dog-training/yes-there-is-a-thing-called-off-leash-etiquette/
https://sitmeanssit.com/dog-training-mu/austin-dog-training/yes-there-is-a-thing-called-off-leash-etiquette/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/complete-guide-off-leash-etiquette-175527655.html
https://apdt.com/resource-center/makes-good-dog-park/
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Off Leash Rules: 

1. All dogs must be leashed prior to entering and upon leaving this area. 
2. At all times while dogs are using this area, their owner(s)/keeper(s) shall be in the designated 

area with his/her dog. 
3. The owner/keeper of the dog(s) must have a leash in his/her possession at all times while 

his/her dog(s) is using this area. 
4. All dogs using this area must have a current Cambridge license and the license must be 

displayed on the dog at all times. 
5. Dogs wearing prong or choke collars are not permitted in this area. 
6. All dogs using this area must be accompanied by an owner/keeper. The owner/keeper must 

maintain visual contact with his/her dog(s) and must maintain voice control over his/her dog(s) 
within this area at all times. 

7. Dogs determined to have a vicious disposition pursuant to M.G.L. ch. 140, §157 or Cambridge 
Municipal Code ch. 6.08, are not permitted in this area. 

8. Female dogs in heat are not permitted in this area. 
9. Each owner/keeper may have no more than three (3) dogs at a time in this area. 
10. The owner/keeper of any dog(s) excessively barking in this area is subject to the penalties 

promulgated by M.G.L. ch. 140, §157. 
11. The owner/keeper of any dog(s) must appropriately remove and properly dispose of any and all 

feces left by the dog(s) pursuant to Cambridge Municipal Code §6.04.060. The owner/keeper is 
responsible for providing a means of feces removal. 

12. ALL DOGS AND OWNERS/KEEPERS USE THIS AREA AT THEIR OWN RISK. 

Dog Park Etiquette: 

• Keep all gates closed. 
• Do not linger, or allow your child or dog to linger, at the gates. 
• In order to prevent overcrowding, please limit off-leash play to 30 minutes during peak hours or 

when other people with dogs are waiting. 
• Maintain visual contact with your dog(s) at all times. 
• Do not allow digging. Please refill any holes you find. 
• Do not allow your dog to run along the fence, barking at passersby. 
• Dispose of any cans, bottles, food wrappers, feces, or other litter you find. If we all do this, the 

dog park will remain clean. 
• Supervise young children in the dog park. 
• Work collaboratively with other dog owners/keepers regarding situations where dogs don’t 

seem to get along, in order for all people with dogs to have access to the dog park. 

 

Cambridge
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4.30.2014 
Town of Concord Cemetery Committee 

Town of Concord Recreation Commission 
 

ARTICLE 59 
REVISED DOG BYLAW 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

1. Does Concord now require owners to pick up after their dogs? 
No.  While many owners do pick up after their dogs and properly dispose of the waste, some do not.  
Dog waste is frequently found in playgrounds, on sidewalks, cemetery paths and graves, conservation 
land, public tennis courts, and even at the end of the outfall pipe of the Town’s storm drain system.  
There is no current requirement in the bylaw to prohibit this. 
 

2. Does Concord have a leash law? 
No.  Concord has a “dog control” bylaw.  No leash is required except within the confines of the 
Cemetery property.  Dogs are required to be “under the control” of their owners/keepers.  Under the 
proposed revised bylaw, dogs will be prohibited from the town cemeteries and must be on a leash 
while walking on a public sidewalk or while attending a public gathering, including organized athletic 
events, parades, fairs, etc.  Dogs must also be held on a leash at Emerson Field during summer camp 
(July-August weekdays from 9 am to 4 pm). 
 

3. May I let my dog off a leash at Emerson Field or Rideout if there is a ball game going on? 
Except during summer camp activities at Emerson, if you are able to effectively verbally control 
your dog so that the dog does not interfere with the game or participants, you may let your dog off 
leash at Emerson or Rideout in another area of the park, away from the ball game.  Emerson Field 
is 14 acres and Rideout is 11 acres. 
 

4. What cemeteries are affected by Concord’s Dog Bylaw? 
All three of Concord’s public cemeteries are covered by the Bylaw – Sleepy Hollow Cemetery on 
Bedford Street (including the newer Knoll section), the Old Hill Burying Ground (on the hillside 
overlooking Monument Square), and South Burying Place (Main Street, at the intersection of Keyes 
Road).  St. Bernard’s Cemetery, located on Bedford Street, is a private cemetery and not affected by 
the Town’s Bylaws. 
 

5. Will I be able to take my dog on the walking paths that are behind Sleepy Hollow Cemetery? 
Yes, as long as you don’t bring your dog through the cemetery to access the paths (there are other 
public access points), and as long as your dog is held firmly on a leash or is under your effective and 
direct voice control. 
 

6. How will the new bylaw be enforced? 
If the bylaw passes and is subsequently approved by the Attorney General, then we will start with 
increased signage and a public education campaign.  Copies of the new bylaw will be distributed to 
dog owners when licensing their dogs.  Dog owners will be given verbal warnings.  Continued non-
compliance will result in the issuance of a Non-Criminal Disposition ticket by the Animal Control 
Officer or Police Officers. 
 

7. What is the fine for non-compliance? 
Fines for violations of the Dog Bylaw were approved at the 2012 Annual Town Meeting, and are $25 
for the first offense; $50 for the second offense; and $100 for the third and each subsequent offense.  
We are not proposing any changes to these existing fines. 

Concord

Proposal: Off-Leash Designation for Edmands Park                                                                Appendix H-8



Walking your Dog on Conservation Land

The Conservation Commission has passed regulations regarding the walking of 
dogs on conservation land. These regulations are in place to ensure that all 
visitors have a safe and comfortable visit to Lexington's conservation areas.

On all conservation areas:

• Dogs must be under the immediate restraint and control of a guardian,
either by leash, or by sight and voice command. Sight and voice command
mean that dog(s):

• are within the guardian’s sight at all times;
• come to the guardian immediately when called;
• stay at the guardian’s command;
• do not charge or chase any person, dog or wildlife, nor engage in any

aggressive behavior;
• do not cause damage to any conservation land, or any land used to gain

access to conservation land.
• No more than 2 dogs per person are permitted
• Guardians must carry a waste bag for each dog in their care and pick up and

properly dispose of their dogs' waste
• Guardians must carry a leash for each dog in their care

At Willard's Woods: Dogs must be on leash on Saturdays and Sundays at all times 
Dogs may be walked off leash on weekdays, but they must remain under the 
immediate restraint and control of their walker, either by leash, or voice and sight 
command

At Parker Meadow: Dogs must be controlled by leash on all marked "Universally 
Accessible "UA" trails  

Dogs must always be leashed in the On-Leash Zones at the major entryways

Violations to the regulations are punishable by fines and can be reported to the 
Police Department at 781-862-1212.

Lexington
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