
  
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City of 
Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 
 

Programs & Services Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Wednesday, June 5, 2019 

 
7:00PM - Room 211 
 
Item Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#192-19 Reappointment of Seth Bai as Veterans Services Officer 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing SETH BAI as the City of Newton’s VETERANS 
SERVICES OFFICER for a term to expire May 18, 2020.  (60 days: 7/19/19) 

 
Referred to Zoning & Planning and Programs & Services Committee 

#144-19 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting amendments to the City of Newton Ordinances, 
Chapters 3, 7, 10, 13, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22 and 30 to rename the Department of Parks & 
Recreation to the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture. 

 
#543-18 Resolution to replace Columbus Day with Indigenous People’s Day 

COUNCILORS NORTON AND DANBERG requesting a Resolution to the Mayor and 
School Committee to require City and School Departments to change all references 
on City and School documents and calendars from “Columbus Day” to “Indigenous 
People’s Day”. 
 

Referred to Public Safety & Trans. and Programs & Services Committees 
#589-18  HRL to allow the Fire Chief to continue beyond the mandatory retirement age  

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting Home Rule Legislation to allow Fire Chief Bruce 
Proia to continue employment as the Fire Chief of the City of Newton beyond the 
mandatory retirement age. 
Clerk’s Note: Item recommended for vote of No Action Necessary 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
John B. Rice, Chair 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov


Ruthanne Fuller 
. Mayor 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Honorable City Councilors, 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

Fax 
(617) 796-1113 

TDD/TIY 
(617) 796-1089 

Email 
rfuller@newtonma.gov 

May 13; 2019 

I write to request that your Honorable Council approve the reappointment of Seth Bai as the City's 
Veterans Services Officer for a period of one year. The state statute on municipal VSOs, M.G.L. 
Chapter 115, Section 3, requires that cities renew VSO appointments on a regular basis. 

Mr. Bai has been the City's VSO since May 18, 2015. He has proven that he cares deeply about our 
City's veterans and works hard to honor their service to our country and to help them obtain needed 
services. 

Thank you for your consideration ofthis matter. 

Sincerely, 

~-u..~""""- F~\(,f 
Mayor Ruthanne Fuller 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newtonma.gov 
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RUTHANNE FULLER 

MAYOR 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Councilors: 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1113 

TDD 
(617) 796-1089 

E-mail 
rfuller@newtonma.gov 

April 8, 2019 

I write to request that your Honorable Council docket for consideration a request to authorize the 
renaming of the Department of Parks and Recreation to the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Culture. I request that this change be made to all pertinent ordinances. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 
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RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
DAY IN NEWTON  

VOTED: THAT THE CITY ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 

WHEREAS, Columbus Day has been celebrated unofficially since the early 18th 
century, and was officially made a federal holiday in 1937 to be celebrated on the 
second Monday of October, with M.G.L. Part I, Title I, chapter 4, section 7, clause 18 
setting aside the second Monday of October as a Massachusetts state holiday, and 
M.G.L. Part I, Title II, chapter 6, section 12V providing that the Governor declare that
day to be Columbus Day; and

WHEREAS, Columbus Day commemorates the landing of Christopher Columbus in the 
Americas specifically on the Caribbean islands of The Bahamas on October 12, 1492 
and, later, on Hispaniola (present-day countries of the Dominican Republic and Haiti); 
and 

WHEREAS, the first voyage of Columbus to the Americas initiated the transatlantic 
slave trade, journal entries from Columbus show his desire to enslave the Indigenous 
populations of the Caribbean, and he subsequently imprisoned and transported many 
hundreds of people to this end; and 

WHEREAS, Columbus’ second voyage of 1493 was one of conquest, wherein 
seventeen ships were led by him to the New World, and his governorship of the 
Caribbean instituted systematic policies of slavery and extermination of Indigenous 
populations, especially the Taino/Arawak people whose population was reduced from 
approximately 8 million to 100,000 during Columbus’ reign, being further reduced by the 
continuation of his policies until near-extinction in 1542; and 

WHEREAS, the example of the Taino/Arawak people is merely indicative of the policies 
of Columbus and his men, and all told millions of Indigenous persons were exterminated 
in the Caribbean Basin alone; and 

WHEREAS, though the introduction of European diseases may account for some of 
these deaths, starvation and overt extermination policies were mostly to blame, and 
thus these atrocities cannot be reasonably attributed to forces outside of the control of 
European colonialists; and 

WHEREAS, the devastation of Indigenous populations would lead to the kidnapping, 
deaths, and enslavement of at least 10-12 million African people, and the profound 
effects of the transatlantic slave trade and African diaspora continue to be felt to the 
present day; and 

WHEREAS, the cultures of the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas are worthy of being 
promoted, their history is rich, diverse, and worthy of celebration, and the actions and 
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policies of European colonizers of the Americas actively destroyed and suppressed 
parts of those cultures; and 
 
WHEREAS, Indigenous Peoples of the lands that would later become known as the 
Americas have occupied these lands since time immemorial; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Newton, Massachusetts (the “City”) has a history of opposing 
racism towards Indigenous Peoples in the United States, this racism serving to 
perpetuate high rates of Indigenous poverty and leading to inequities in health, 
education, and housing; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City wishes to honor our nation's Indigenous roots, history and 
contributions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the States of Alaska, Maine, Minnesota, New Mexico, South Dakota and 
Vermont, and localities including Somerville MA, Cambridge MA, Brookline MA, 
Portland ME, Los Angeles CA, San Francisco CA, Denver CO, Portland OR, Portland 
ME, Seattle WA, Columbus OH and many more have adopted Indigenous Peoples Day 
as a counter-celebration in lieu of Columbus Day, to promote Indigenous cultures and 
commemorate the history of Indigenous Peoples; and 
 
WHEREAS, Indigenous Peoples Day was first proposed in 1977 by a delegation of 
Native Nations to the United Nations-sponsored International Conference on 
Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations in the Americas; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 1990, representatives from 120 Indigenous nations at the First 
Continental Conference on 500 Years of Indian Resistance unanimously passed a 
resolution to transform Columbus Day into an occasion to strengthen the process of 
continental unity and struggle towards liberation, and thereby use the occasion to reveal 
a more accurate historical record. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL VOTES AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
1. To establish that the second Monday of October henceforth be commemorated as 
Indigenous Peoples Day in Newton, in recognition of the position of Indigenous Peoples 
as native to these lands, and the suffering they faced during and after the European 
conquest,  
 
2. The people of Newton to observe Indigenous Peoples Day by reflecting upon the 
dispossession of the homelands and villages of the Massachuset people of this region 
who lived here for millenia prior to the arrival of European settlers, and upon the history 
of the other Indigenous Peoples who have passed through and lived in Newton, and to 
celebrate the survival of Indigenous Peoples against all odds, as well as to celebrate the 
thriving cultures and values that Indigenous Peoples have brought and continue to bring 
to our City and the wider community, 
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3. In doing so, Newton shall include Indigenous representation from the City inasmuch 
as possible and will also seek representation from Indigenous organizations in the area 
such as the North American Indian Center of Boston, United American Indians of New 
England, Cultural Survival, and IndigenousPeoplesDayMA.org as well as other Newton 
community representation from segments of the community such as citizens, schools, 
non-profit organizations and businesses, 
 
4. Newton Public Schools to observe this day, with appropriate exercises and instruction 
in all schools around the time of Indigenous Peoples Day, to the end that the culture, 
history and diversity of Indigenous Peoples be celebrated and perpetuated, 
 
5. The City Council to encourage businesses, organizations, and public institutions to 
recognize and observe Indigenous Peoples Day, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall ensure that the Massachusetts 
Commission of Indian Affairs, North American Indian Center of Boston, 
IndigenousPeoplesDayMA.org, United American Indians of New England, 
Massachusetts Center for Native American Awareness, the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Indian Tribal Council, the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah), the Nipmuc 
Nation Tribal Council (including the Hassanamisco and Natick), the Assonet Band of 
Wampanoags, the Chappaquiddick Wampanoags, the Chaubunagungamaug Nipmuc, 
the Pocasset Wampanoag, the Ponkapoag, and the Seaconke Wampanoag, all of 
which include descendants of those people indigenous to Massachusetts, as well as the 
Newton School Committee and Newton Tab, receive a suitably engrossed copy of this 
Resolution. 
 
Or take any action relative thereto. 
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October 29, 2018 
Dear City Council Members,· 

We are the ELL students of Oak Hill Middle School, and we are writing to you 
in support of Indigenous People's Day. Other local communities, including 
Brookline, Cambridge, and Somerville, already have this day on their city 
calendars in place of Columbus Day. 

There are many reasons why we support this motion, too many to put in one 
letter, so we are sending you our opinion paragraphs that we wrote in 8 ELL 
Social Studies. Our class also presented group projects about Native tribes of the 
Northwest Coast, the California lntermountain tribes, the Southwest Natives, the 
Natives of the Plateau region, the Great Plains and Eastern Woodlands tribes, 
and the Southeast Native Americans. 

We think that ij is important to honor Native Americans because they were 
here thousands of years before Columbus. During that time they used their 
natural resources to build up different cultures in each region. They were also 
very generous and shared their food resources with the European settlers when 
they first came here. 

Columbus, on the other hand, was not good to the Native people of America. 
As you will see from our research, Columbus wrote in his own diaries about 
taking them as slaves. These are facts. The Spanish also separated them from 
their families, made them dig in mines, and killed them just for gold and fame. We 
read about these crimes in another diary by a Spanish priest named Bartolemo 
de Las Casas. 

We hope that you will read our opinion paragraphs and be convinced to agree 
with us. As soon as possible, please replace Columbus Day with Indigenous 
People's Day. Thank you for reading our words! 

Respectfully, 

The 8th Grade ELL Students of Oak Hill Middle School 

---! ooccs 

j 
I 

Do.'<'-<' (11. ) he-+. 

) ~jc,{_ &e.- . 
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ltis Ti1me fer a Chang,e1I lndi11etu1>r1i1s Peeip,1e·Day 
SyMal.Gat 

I believe C01umbus Day shou1ld .~ re,..1f:(l•amecd;a,Ad ,~aHed)'J:~n1ius>People Day" 
, ~,, 

,,,tfue··~:.$.·t0 1tt;fe.wetlll,<M:iitllliecHd11ti,td~~i••'if'1tK,11~~ti~eAl'ff8tJ~Jlts,,,,e,e·a11ready 
' ' ', ' ' "~ ' 

living here in 1492. For this important reason, Celutriblls is nof tbe one who should be· 

honored with this celebration of the discovery .of America. Instead, the people who 

actually. d isco¥e1>ed this latmel· need to getthe. honor, tbe1ce1leb,ation ant!I the day. 
' '.',,Ii ,''» 

. ;Natiije Americat11& dtd $'Gt•.colilil·e::.iA 1hat~;J,i fi,et~t~:,;•t~i~tt~. Jh8';.1c;:,ame>witlil:; baskets Ju II 

of goGdies. e:ver1 with thest; Colutrib.us t~k tifie1·N1af~e~ :into sla'1tll'li'y'aMift m~de them find 
'"' , ' ' ' r ' 

gold. We should m:>t celet)rate and honor a rrt$1'1 .who came inhai:e @nd in war. Instead, 

we need to honor the people who came in peace artd in love who gEl>t treatea wrongly 

artd mistakenly. As Christop~er Columbus wroteJn his 9wn journal:'11they brought us 

. . parrots and balls Gf cott0n and spears and m.y .. ~th~r,thln;gs~ '.. lhey ~ould. make fine 

servants ... with fifty me1n 1we cou•ld .sumj&tati *e·fi -I a~d make,·tl!tQmi!~'O whatever'. we 

< wanf" 'Lastly, Colufrib~$ was n~tinteJe~te'~· sc!J·rri~.csffin tn1.co!1:erifnifnew land, but 
' " ",'" '' ''' , ,,' / , ': <'' ,, J ' ' .'· ' ' ' >' ' '., '<·•> i,,'<i'j,: ,,, •~' ';,/ ' ;'{: ' "/;c : ',i<;,: "' 'Ji,': ·,\ ,'' ,·:;~ , ,,\•/L,: '« "> · ,:,; : 

rnakirtg Spain w0rthy. Do we want to teach our new generati0n to run off for gold, to 

always l0ok for m0re m0ney and t0 always think about yourself? .Callins this h0liday 

"Columbus Day" is teaching artd tel.ling our: ne.zj gener:ati0n e~aetl¥ th1s. 
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.Col~mt;;>u~ Dery sh0;u:I:~ be chaqgetl ;~a ~h1~ l!~tiv~ Am~•ri~a!Pl~;'t,~·y. · For a IGmg 

· tih,e people tnoug!ht tl:taf Colorfrbus was the.first th~ fitst:'o·n·e:irrIVl•ng··1rrAmerica. 
' ,, ' ,,,, ,',",'.' 1' ," 

However before nim Cq'me tne Vikings, ·and 19efore them the native Americans. We 

know this because scientist found bones, and other things lilk:e jerwelry that prove 

that they were here before Spanish men. However Colo,mb.us received arll the credit. 

Also, there is information about Colornbus that we !·earned frCffll hrs diaries. 

When he arrived i1n America with the Spanish, he kiHed many ll'lila:ti1ve 1A'm1eritans. He 

ab;o made them sl~1ves. W,e know this bec1a~.se•th·eteJis •e:v,lden~e)~n.JBat"tolomeo de 

Las Cas•as's diia,ry abo,~t, ,QW· Spanish: ,rnft~ t:~eat~:<~,itlivest 

" ... M;c;,unt~ln~ ~r~' ~t~1p:P,ec:I' from:~~~ .~o.i~'~tt'~tn ~,n~ ~~~•··tct top. a thousand 
times; the nath,es dig, splilt rocks, .mov;e .. 8tQn~s, ... and cijrl()' ,dirt ,(;m their backs to 
wash it in the ri111,rer, wh1i1~e those wh<!>' wash sta·y in the water all the time with their 
backs bent so constantly it breacks tllem; ·and when water in'i.t'ades the mines, the 
most arduous task of all is to dry the mines by scoopi.ng up pans full of water and 
throwing it up outside .... " 

~ B.artolome de Jas Casas , . . ', ), , ' ,, ' "! "' ,, 

When Columbus a"rri'i.t'ed to Ame:rida ~ti~e>At;r1e!ri•c1n~s w~~c•rt:e:e1iVlil1·g' them llke 
,, ',, ,,'/;,' <;;,., ,/ ,~, \,,Jt', , \, ,,,:.· ;{'"'.,,(~ti-' ,.,:.,,, ' ' ' 

g'ood peopl:e'. but Colt>tnbus didR't• tr,att~~~ weH ~ ,Fi• he ~a;~e:,t~em oan·y ;,the 

··•· S,11!)anis1h mertiil:1ha1m1m•QlkS• 11 il•1nd,,a,A. ;lr!~mr:wi~,:p-~~~•t:eav.,i;~ lh•m t:le:beg.irn to kill 
' ·: · . \ ', ..... ·· .:f:,,'l+'t/:i/f'!'.i,NT," "',:·· .··,,,, ,,. . .:~ .. ... , 

them for fun and mske them slaves. Next, he<sepa1rated woman from children, and 

finally he made them dig for g.old, but there wasn't even much gold to find, and 

when the Native people didn't bring gold, the Spanish punished them . . 
Finally, Colombus didn't come here,.Justfor adventure and discovering: he came 

here for g.old, and a .person who didrft .. (;;()'!j\:, ~it~ ~ gpqd pu~p~s.e q9eso't deserve 

to t;;>e catted a .. hero. W!,tf;i thl$Jnfotrnt,£tij~i)~.&;.~~l'.1 .~e~,i~ "1~.~1:i.~ffi•!1~fffi"ij$ cNd to the 
' ,' (" ' , , ' . ,,, 
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Indigenous People Deserve Better, Let's Honor Them! 
by Beatrice Carrozza 

I believe that the Columbus Day should be replaced by the Indigenous People Day. 

After learning in a more detailed way about the treatment that the Native Americans had 

to bear when Spanish people started colonising and destroying almost wherever they 

found sign of a "lived place," I completely recognized how they could have actually felt 

and I'll support them and their patience during that awful time. 

Also, the fact that Columbus died_still thinking that he had found India tells us that he 

didn't even try to discover something else about what he really had found. He 

apparently cared only about stealing that country from people who were there since 

long before. In all that time, they made it a much better country than Columbus did. 

Finally, after learning more about the reactions of the Natives at the very beginning 

(how they offered food to Columbus and his troops) I wonder about all these new foods 

and animals that were suddenly introduced. They probably had never dreamt of, I also 

realized they must have felt confused, lost and left aside from what was their country. 

Quotes of Columbus said. "These people are very unskilled in arms ... with 50 men they 

could all be subjected and made to do all that one wished." From this, it is clear that 

Indigenous people had no knowledge of the weapons brought by the Spaniards, they 

cut themselves when they tried to handle the knives. The colonists realised quickly that 

they could exploit the Natives as slaves and make them carry the soldiers or dig for 

gold. ' 

Therefore I believe that we should honour instead these people for being so kind and 

noble to someone who, without them even knowing, was going to bring a lot of bad and 

unfair actions to their home country. Thinking of the most important things that should 

reign in a country such as justice for all citizens, I'll just say that the Columbus Day is 

celebrating a sad and scary event. This is a day of shame, not something to be proud 

of.Through all this, the were kind to the outsiders and shared their food. These are the 

ones who should have a holiday named for them. 
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Let's Celebrate Indigenous People, not Columbus 
By Minkyung Park 

I think we should change Columbus day to Indigenous Peoples Day. First of all, 

Columbus was not actually the first one who discovered America. Natives were living in 

America for a very long time. Also, Vikings found Americ~ before Columbus and other 

Europeans. Second of all, Columbus treated the American Natives very badly. He and 

his people used the Natives as slaves.They made them to do hard work, abusing their 

kindness to the Europeans. For example, working in mines to find gold killed a lot of 

Natives. The Spanish soldiers who Columbus supervised also killed Natives for no 

reason. Bartoleme de las Casas, a Spanish priest said," Endless testimonies ... prove 

the mild and pacific temperament of the Natives ... But. our work was to exasperate, 

ravage, kill, mangle and destroy; the admiral{Columbus} it is true.was blind as those 

who came after him, and he was so anxious to please the King that he committed 

irreparable crimes against the Indians." Last of all, Europeans destroyed the Native 

American way of life. The natives of Hispaniola had a unique culture. But when the 

Europeans started to destroy their villages, they ran away or died. When they left, the 

Europeans replaced their culture. Now, mostof their culture is gone and this all started 

when Columbus came. Therefore, I think on this day, we should think about Natives, 

and honor the indigenous people for the beautiful culture they lost. I believe it is right to 

call this holiday "Indigenous People's Day" from now on. 
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· · '1'8t1·1Colft!l,A1,t,1s1·~91y"11itf:tffte.,1181tletaa1r·., , · 
. : . . bybana't,u ! 

I believe that Columbus Day should be renamed to· indigenous f>eopte Day to 

honor the Native Americans who lived here.before Qo:lumbus, ,c,oil::fmbus opened 

America to othet e~plc;,rers, ~ut he also ~~di i~t ~· ~lC:l~9,Jfii,~g~:) .. 
' ,·, ' ,• ,, ,, ' ' . ''' ,," 

First <If att; me -$1iah sofuije,s,~~~~~~~fflM&: They 

.· • m~dt thTem fi:nd ,JoJ~t .. b~tJf. ,lite.y, didn.'.t:,tllf~~;1t~1+:$.ld~io,iit1Elm,,.~tli•i'~;,the.,r:i$k of .. 
·• .. p'-lnl~htflerft:. e•oltmbus thol1ght thrs wss·tigiftt to\cl1b I l\;,e~adse !f\Ef.~alfilf God• Was on. his 

side. In Columbt.1s diary tile says: "Let li!S in the name of.the Haly Trini,ty 90 an sending 

all the slaves that can be. sold."' Calumbus believed Gad and the Holy Trinity appraved 

0f this. 

Most of au, Caturnbus wantedgol.<;J .. i~~m i:f'..be .. o,ened.th~-w.fit;:ytoother e~plorers, 

his main purpose was· ftn'ding Sjdfcf to tT:ljk~thltltf§Jff:1awf &,S:~lf~,0•w,a•~y/1Cdlum1:>us 
, , ', \ ,,,,'.'/, 1 ,·,;\,,, .-;-,!(~, '" ·: ':'. :: _.,,,; ,, ~?" ,. ' , ,,<~:'.'' '' /; ,',, ·•~, <·,."J'):•~\·;::s:t1\}}>, )".\;<< ', ) ,,; ':.' ,,, ',,, 

·arri¥ed'f@wr·ti:mes.,•At·firr~t·· N;ati~.es ·,tFa:Gd1ed ~lth:1h:i1rn1i1>airilf g1a•e1~~1th;i~ti''ttwey.had., 

.tl; 1 • ~eoause thtir cwiture ietie¥edfm S1hat~~,j.:~1:~&:,\.l;St1~i~1",m.Q:t t~1a~ ,(~tl'\l, even rnaf(e fair 

. tf'ades with them when' he did get gold'. fl'e j1ust:wa,nted <to· get ri~her: 

In addition, the Spanish were very v:iolent.toward the Naives. Far example, 

because 0f the European arrival, diseases spread in Hispaniola. Natives didn't know 

how to cure the diseases, so they grew siok.ali'ldWhen they couldR,'.t,dig f©r g1old, the 

Spanish cut off their hands. Maybe the Et:1rop.eans t>ro\.lght all t~e dJseases 

accidentally, but ·it was very unfair that th'eNi~t1ve~rsuffered t1'l!is,way: the Natives had 

no need far g;pkf and thE:Hte wasn't mueh19Q;td ,~:ft~a~. $:o the:,;N,_i~.,i~:jc;tra't even 

40qerstand #hy1thf:l $partish W~re th~re~ Hr~w~vj.r;I the;~.P~hish ~il~'flisten ta them. 

1<·1:l:lltstead: thty kil:tedi ~~mry jf1the:Neti¥es,~m:1Fil$11i\S118'1dioo~·itikeiFl~f!\8:,1-Phey shoul.d· be 
'",,/~,1,< ._ ",-,-, ,, :,, _ , _, ,:>,A ;:s:,,:_,-,,,:y:_',:><' c:\, ,,;:-:}'://:',' _:',:\':',·, ,', ,~,--- : _ ,' _, :~,_:: , --

ashamed of tl:lis, A~m~e a~:!.. we. s,t\ould. hi,n~r ~.q.p.lew~o wene ini~etioa first, the 

Natives who brought good to the world, not a kilter. 
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Barking Up the Wrong Tree 
NOT "Columbus Day" by.t Indigenous People Day! 

by ·'DCll.lid Zhang 

In my opinion, I think the Columbus Day should be changed to Indigenous 

People day. The first reason is that Christopher Columbus did bad things to people of 

Hispaniola more than the good things he did. The Spaniards made many Natives they 

met into slaves, treated them badly, and didn't care about their lives. Columbus used 

their lives as a tool for him to make money. We probably shoulci ;nqt celebrate a person 

who only cares about money, not people's lives. History is never a fairy tale; there is no 

such thing as absolute evil or justice, and many people just want to be successful in 

society or the world, but what Columbus did to be "successful" in the New World was 

vicious, greedy and only about wealth and honor. When Christopher Columbus arrived 

at what he thinks was "India" the first thing he did is he made the people into slaves and 

ask them for gold. He did not make good trades with them or try find.their king to let 

them know he was here, or check if hereally arrive inlndia. The Native$ dicl not know 

what terrible things he would do, or that he would rob the gold the ci\Jilians maybe had. 

Second of all, when the first sailor saw seacoast of America and yelled "land" 

Columbus quibbled that he saw it first. Even if he really saw it first, why didn't he yell to 

let other people know? If he wasn't the one who called out to tell others, than he can't 

count himself as the first person who saw the land. His behavior tells us who Columbus 

really is. We can see he was greedy about money and his fame. 

Last of all, Christopher Columbus wasn't even the first person who found or came 

to the American continents. There were Natives living in there for thousands of years, 

and Vikings also sailed to America in the 1000,Even if Columbus did help Europeans 

know more about American continents, he didn~t even know what he found. He reported 

that he found a shortcut to the Asian continent and landed in India. Besides treating the 

natives badly and taking all the creditforfinding the land, Columbus was barking up the 

wrong tree. 
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Columbus was Great, but Crueli 
by Thomas Ge···. 

Colum bt:1s Oiay hais, been a L.JS. •msf1•1ay 1;s:in,~e :1:113:::r:; iieilli:JN,, Ch1Udxre1n all 

$round the wo.~Ld t~1ltl,I he diiCQ~~r.~::,~jti~,;: 11tbi li~(m1b~s was 
b~rn in 1451 in Genoa. Col1umbws 1¥:jeaittf ~1~fr!\e ~q1r1es;~~:~tlflt1dta, tfl1at 

m'E!ldr; cotumibl!iis 1wa1nt to· be a i sait:c,r 1Ct11f1umb~s wa1s a' 1;te1at '&aHor and he 

kAew a t:ot aboi:Jt the Woirld, and··he,ma~e Spain .vecy fam'G>iWs ... But he was 

also sometimes a bad man and we know from his diary. "As soon as I 

arrived in the Indies, on the first island which I fo:und, I too:J,some of the 

natives by force in order that they mtghtlie,arn ar,d mignltg1'ive f11"e 

information of whatever there is1 in,these pair:ts/' When ,chri1sto;p,her 

. Columbus arrived to the America l.ancfn.e g,<;it sic.me ,nailve1American to be 

. : .. ·,;.;,.HI~ sl~,vfs, 'for ~tri~ 1

~
1ijt rlof17$:/ :ft~J~~r~i!~";'.~~ro1Jr~ti~i:tdn about 

' i ~ C C 

• 
1F\tn'e1rlba''from··1~'Stl\;te•Am1lriean1;, ·"l'l1~ei•t,tleteto:fHflti:a:J1:1i/it~ ''rtat0ral:·resources 

and to make them get t.he gold for him; America did not have a lot of gold 

but Columbus did not listen them. l.f they didn't bring gold soime Spanish 

people cut their hands off. Also Columbus was not thefirstE:uropean to 

find the Americas. Th'e first people·here were Native ArM"et"i1oaAs ·and then 

som.e Vikings fourid America 500" yea,rs'"1befe1r'.8. CohA,mb1Ys"vtC'o:lu1mbus 

b1101ught:jmpertant infor:maUon ba·o~~to"!f:u:irc>pil but hewa$.not the first 

.... discoverer. In concluSion, Columbus~~$ agreat man, but also had a cruel 

side, just like the Chinese Mengde Cao-- great but crueL 
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It's Time to Change the Columbus Day Holiday 
by J.J. Park 

I think that it is time to change the Columbus Day holiday to Indigenous People's 

Day. First of all, Columbus was not the first person to go to America. The first to come 

to America were the Viking ships. We have evidence from bones and metal tools used, 

that tells that the Vikings came to North America in 1000. 

Secondly, the men from Spain killed Native Americans. They also killed children. 

They did this because Columbus wanted to find gold. Native Americans didn't care 

about gold, so they didn'tunderstand. He made them look for .gold, but Hispaniola didn't 

have much gold, just a little in the rivers. When they didn't find gold, the Spanish 

soldiers killed them. 

Columbus also made Natives to be slaves. In his diaries Bartolemo de Las Casas 

writes: "Mountains are stripped from top to bottom to top a thousand times; the natives 

dig, split rocks, move stones, and carry dirt on their backs to wash it in the rivers, while 

those who wash gold stay in the water all thetimewith their backs bent so constantly it 

breaks them; and when water invades the mines, the most arduous task of all is to dry 

the mines by scooping up pans full of water and throwing it up outside." This means 

Native American dug the mountains because Columbus wanted to find gold. When 

water came into the mine, then Native American had to throw water outside to dry mine. 

They hurt their backs this way and they also had to dig and carry heavy stones all the 

time. Therefore it's time to change the Columbus Day holiday to Indigenous People's 

Day, because the Native Americans came first and they did more good for America than 

Christopher Columbus. 
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Rename Columbus Day! 
by Jacqueline Huang 

Columbus Day should be renamed Indigenous Peoples Day. 

First of all, Columbus was not the first person who discovered America. The Scandinavians 

were the first people who discovered America, and th~ Indigenous peo.ple were already there. 

Second of all, Columbus was not very nice to the natives. The Natives were very good to the 

Europeans when they landed. They tried their best to help them, and they never said no to 

anything.( "Hispaniola is a miracle. Mountains and hills, plains and pasture ,are both fertile and 

beautiful..the harbors are unbelievably good and there are many wide rivers containing 

gold ..... the natives are no naive and so free with their possessions that no one who has not 

witnessed them would believe it. When you ask for something they have,they never say no. To 

the contrary, they offer to share with anyone .... thus the eternal God, our Lord, gives victory to 

those who follow His way over apparent impossibilities.') Since the Natives were so peaceful 

Columbus killed them, used them as transportation, and made them slaves. 

Third of all, we should be honoring the natives instead of Columbus, because they were the 

first people here and they built up different cultures in different parts of America. They created 

the first tribal cultures, like each tribe has its own way of making their houses and clothes. For 

example .the Creek tribe from the southeast region made tall houses called "chickees" out of 

wood. They made leggings out of deerskin to protect from mosquitoes. And the Sioux from the 

Rocky Mountains to the Mississippi River valley made houses called tepees from buffalo skin 

and they made blankets out of buffalo hides to wear in the winter. And they were mostly kind 

and peaceful. They also protected the natural world very well. But when the whites came, they 

cut down a lot of the trees in the forests. In conclusion, Columbus Day should be rename 
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Co.lumbus was Lytl)g ~H That Time 
by Paul Oeyrhe§ia 

I think that Newt<l>n should cheurig·e Q&1;1;1,~!~1'~:'~-•t<l>il1nd•i9:e~lu~ .. P•.::o:ple•1$, O~:. 

· First of all C:ot1:1mlt:iaiS?ffa'S::e~pf©;1:img. j,.ust1•lll•~•!~ffl~11•~•••~•¢f;.itoi;i,;tJl>a;1ti•i1 iQnfJ•1et .. c1:edU 

•ft:rff!fl the ~iltflfl~UJj-i•,••;; .. ;.Gi}iU.$101 ·:t, .. /!:•11:rit~i-;<iffl'.d•!:tei:;~:.nati~es ,a•nd 

, ,/1•· ,," , I,. "1,,,,, .. , : ,,, , \.,::,.(£~:. ·;;}"::,'):·;";· ; '. ,, > .. > >.• ., ... ,. "··· .. , . . .. "' ... ,.L .:/:'·, :~'>:;>Xr./-,·~·'..~:;.:)·::'..·~-:.: :.: 1/i. ·/,,. . .. 1. "" ·"' • •• •·,, , • •. •.. • • • • • •••• 

M•rspan1ola·oh1'• ·h•1d,.a:tfflf••b:1t·•OTgGld•. ·l~•ffi{lf;' Mt,,used :the,n11t1ves·to ,gJJt tlllese rrches 

and he did this in·t~r:r:lble ways. A pr:iestwh<l> vrsitad•ther:e, B•rtoleme de las Casas, 

said "Endless testimonies ... pmve the mild and pacific temper:ament of the natives. But 

our: wor:k was to exasperate, r:avage, kill, man(:lle an(d destmy; the admiral [Columbus] it 

is trne, was a blind as those who; carne·a1:tirh1ltm;~d;;he was s;o a~~folils to,pleasethe 

king that commited f:rr:e~auable cr:imes a1a:iA&t.tijj,:fio~11ai~s.'' i,eiJ:i~1s•:@asa.s saw tlfle 
·· 1pa nish rneti 11~1:t~§ a:nd'.:~tHin~ th·.e Ni1Eife11;j~1iiJ16Iill,~~::1ti:f~y,~1t~1111t'!fi!H1cl·the '.gold· · 

·06lumb~:s··~:~;11~~-ft~yliewe need th:1s:;::fil~<:ji;:il!~::n1ei~ed'1srftiri~!tgof~h~ wa·s. ~illihg 

everyone just 'be~Si!l$e;bf ~old? if we cari; 'ffii~i:iH0i~ clay· a day of merilory of Amer:ica's 

indigenous people. Thirdly we should add this n6iklay about Native people because 

they wer:e mostly peaceful and every tr:ibe had their own cuiture. For example the 

Plateau tr:ibe I studied believed in equality between men and the women and they also 

invented a lot of u,eful toO'ls, like diggJ11g.sl4~~~,t~~,Weftt$e\!1~11~o~fieuef}tday·t0 fiAd 

mots. It is time for Col'Urnlbus Dayto be ch~i\i~ij,t~;·~.t~d1geh.Ql1S .P,eo~le'6·~y. hetfor: 

someone who ont, w~n{ed r:iches and kill~d pij~~l~lbtthe~. Jh oonc•tasion Native 
,,'' ',1,:,:::,: '"""' , ''!, ,, ,, 

. . Americans .ha.a. m<i.FlY .tr:ibes befor:e CCi>lur:tJbl.l:$ c~r:rie, and. ther:e should .be a new holiday 
,: ,,, , ' ,', ,,-,,," 

just for:them, to.celebrate the cultur:e ofNatlveAmericans. 
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