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#374‐17  Mayor’s appointment of Michelle Drolsbaugh to Advisory Council of Health 

MICHELLE DROLSBAUGH,  6  Jaffrey  Circle, Waban,  appointed  as  a member  of  the 
ADVISORY COUNCIL OF HEALTH for a term to expire January 1, 2021.  
 

#375‐17  Mayor’s re‐appointment of Richard Kronish to the Newton Housing Authority 
RICHARD KRONISH, 22 Chestnut Terrace, Newton Centre, re‐appointed as a member 
of the NEWTON HOUSING AUTHORITY for a term to expire December 31, 2022. 
 

#376‐17  Mayor’s re‐appointment of Thomas Turner to the Newton Housing Authority 
THOMAS TURNER, 60 Wyoming Road, Newtonville, re‐appointed as a member of the 
NEWTON HOUSING AUTHORITY for a term to expire December 31, 2022. 

 
7:45PM – COUNCIL CHAMBER 
 
Public Hearing to be held on the following item: 
#247‐17  Citizens Petition requesting measures limiting City Council action to city issues 
  JANET STERMAN ET AL.  submitting a petition, pursuant  to Section 2 of  the City of 

Newton Charter, for the City to adopt measures so that all new matters taken under 
discussion  by  the City Council  pertain  solely  to  the  operation  of  the City;  that  all 
matters  presented  to  the  City  Council  pertaining  to  the  operation  of  the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts be referred to state Representatives and Senators 
representing the City of Newton; and that all matters pertaining to the operation of 
the  United  States  federal  government  be  referred  to  the  United  States 
Representatives  and  Senators  representing  Massachusetts.  (90  days:  11/12/17) 
[07/31/17 @ 10:10 AM 

 
Public Hearing to be held on the following item: 
#337‐17 Citizens Petition requesting an ordinance mandating NPS curriculum transparency 

CHARLES JACOBS ET AL. submitting a petition, pursuant to Section 10, Section 2 
of  the  City  of  Newton  Charter,  requesting  an  ordinance mandating  the  Newton 
Public  School  system  to publicize on  the  internet  all  curricular materials,  sources, 
syllabi,  teacher  and  student  workshops,  as  well  as  school  calendars  publicizing 
invited  guest  speakers  and/or  organizations  and  designated  student  field  trips  in 
each of the grades from K‐12. [10/31/17 @ 11:34 AM] 
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Items Not Scheduled for Discussion at this Meeting: 
 
#34‐13  Ordinance to prohibit polystyrene food/beverage containers 
  ALD. DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, BLAZAR, RICE, LINSKY AND CROSSLEY requesting  a 

prohibition on polystyrene‐based disposable food or beverage containers in the City 
of Newton if that packaging takes place on the premises of food establishments 
within the City. [01/03/13 @ 11:01 AM]   

 

Referred to Prog & Serv, Pub Safety & Trans, Zoning & Planning & Finance Comms 
#140‐14 (2)  Amend ordinances to add licensing requirements and criteria for lodging houses 

ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting to amend Chapter 17, City of Newton 
Ordinances, to establish licensing requirements and criteria for lodging houses.] 

 
 #294‐17  Acceptance of MGL to allow cooking facilities in lodging houses 

COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, HESS‐MAHAN AND NORTON requesting to accept the 
provisions of MGL c. 140 Section 22A allowing cooking facilities in Lodging Houses on 
a limited basis.  

 
#325‐17  Request to increase capacity for stewardship of open space assets 

COUNCILORS  ALBRIGHT,  LEARY  AND  CROSSLEY  requesting  that  the  Council  and 
Mayor  more  effectively  address  one  of  the  goals  of  the  Open  Space  Plan:  “To 
undergird the City’s capacity for sound stewardship of  its open space assets.”   The 
plan reflects our community’s concern about the quality of our parks, playgrounds, 
open  space,  facilities,  and  equipment  as  regards  the  resources  in  the  budget  for 
these things.   We ask that the Mayor develop and the City Council approve a  long‐
range comprehensive plan and strategy to properly care for and maintain Newton’s 
open space and park facilities across the city for maximum public benefit.   We also 
ask  for  a  comparison  per  capita  regarding  how much we  spend  on  our  parks  as 
compared  to  other  cities  and  town  with  whom  we  often  compare  ourselves. 
[09/28/17 @ 2:08 PM] 

 
#297‐17  Requesting Purple Heart Designation for the City of Newton 

COUNCILORS YATES, COTE, FULLER, DANBERG AND NORTON requesting that the 
Veteran’s Agent and the Executive Office take all necessary steps to designate 
Newton as a Purple Heart City. [09/05/17 @ 7:08PM 

 
#298‐17  Requesting feasibility report on establishing Summer Food Service Program 

COUNCILORS YATES, FULLER, NORTON, SANGIOLO AND LENNON requesting His 
Honor the Mayor report to the City Council and the School Committee on the 
feasibility of establishing a Summer Food Service Program in Newton and to 
implement and application for such program. [09/06/17 @ 2:28PM] 
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#483‐14  Resolution to promote cooperative programs with food establishments 
  PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing a RESOLUTION to promote a 

cooperative program with food establishments in the City, the Newton‐Needham 
Chamber of Commerce, the Economic Development Commission, the Director of 
Economic Development and members of the Board of Aldermen, to find 
opportunities for these establishments to provide their food services for events in 
the City. [12/02/14 @ 3:56 PM] 

 
#56‐16  Ordinance amendment to add statutory references to policy on housing practices 
  COUNCILOR HESS‐MAHAN requesting an amendment to Chapter 12, Section 50(b) 

Policy of the city regarding housing practices, to add statutory references to Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the Americans with Disabilities Act; Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Age Discrimination Act; and any other applicable 
state or federal laws that were inadvertently omitted from the current ordinance. 
[02/08/16 @ 1:51 PM] 

 
#158‐16  Ordinance to require notice on gas pumps relative to climate change 

COUNCILORS NORTON AND SANGIOLO requesting an ordinance that requires a 
notice posted on retail gas station pumps within the City of Newton that informs 
consumers that burning gasoline contributes to climate change; and a link to a City 
website page offering information regarding alternatives to gasoline powered 
transportation, including walking, biking, public transit and electric vehicles. 
[04/25/16 @ 9:02 AM] 

 
#31‐15(6)  Amendment to noise ordinance relative to leaf blowers 

COUNCILOR LEARY proposing to amend Chapter 20, Restrictions on use of leaf 
blowers, to specify permitted hours of use of electric and battery powered leaf 
blowers from Memorial Day through Labor Day and to exclude, at all times, the use 
of gasoline or fuel‐based generators to charge leaf blower batteries or to power 
electric leaf blowers. [03/13/17 @ 3:26PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Safety & Transportation Committees 

#46‐17   Discussion regarding how community policing works 
COUNCILOR  ALBRIGHT  requesting  a  discussion  with  the  Chief  of  Police  and/or 
members of his department to explain to the City Council how “community policing” 
works  in Newton, how  it differs  from traditional policing, how staffing differs  from 
traditional departments, and how it benefits Newton. [02/20/17 @ 3:21 PM] 

#363‐16  Amendment to the City Council Rules for yearly review of City Clerk’s salary 
PRESIDENT LENNON AND VICE PRESIDENT LAPPIN requesting an amendment to 
Article XI of the Rules and Orders of the City Council to require an annual review of 
the salary of the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council. [10/26/16 @ 3:58 PM] 
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Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#344‐16  Discussion regarding oversight of all city/school buildings to improve efficiencies 
COUNCILOR  LAPPIN  requesting  a  discussion  regarding  the  Public  Buildings 
Department overseeing all public buildings,  including School Department  facilities, 
to improve efficiencies. [10/07/16 @ 10:47 AM] 

 
#301‐16  Amendment to the Tree Preservation Ordinance 
  COUNCILOR SANGIOLO requesting an amendment to the Tree Preservation 

Ordinance so that any tree removal requested by a city department be forwarded to 
the Urban Tree Commission and all tree removal requests under the Tree 
Preservation Ordinance be posted online to give residents and interested citizens 
notification. [08/09/16 @10:30 PM] 

 
#264‐16  Ord. requiring Councilor notice of and involvement in street tree waiver requests 

COUNCILORS HESS‐MAHAN, NORTON, KALIS, COTE, DANBERG, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, 
LEARY  AND  YATES  requesting  an  ordinance  requiring  that  Councilors  from  each 
respective ward be given notice and a meaningful opportunity to object to granting 
a hardship waiver or permit to remove a street tree. [07/21/16 @ 11:40 AM] 

 
Referred to Land Use, Programs & Services, and Finance Committees 

#256‐16    Request to extend notification area of notice for special permit petitions  
  COUNCILORS COTE, NORTON, HARNEY, BLAZER, BROUSAL‐GLASER, AND LEARY 

requesting an amendment to the City Council Rules, Article X; Section 6 – Additional 
Notification Requirements, to include that the area of notice for special permit 
petitions be expanded beyond the abutters to abutters within 300’ required by 
Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40A to also include property owners within 
600’ of the subject property.  This notification will apply to all classes of building 
except for residential 1 and 2‐family units that will remain 1 or 2‐family units after 
receiving a special permit.  Only abutters to abutters within 300’ will be entitled to 
the rights conferred by Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40A [07/01/16 @2:09 
PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#141‐15  Discussion on tracking the gas utility infrastructure in Newton 
  ALD. BROUSAL‐GLASER, SANGIOLO, HESS‐MAHAN, COTE, NORTON AND ALBRIGHT 

requesting a discussion with the Director of Urban Forestry, a representative of the 
Department of Public Works and a representative of the Law Department about 
tracking and improving the condition of the gas utility infrastructure in Newton, new 
state statutes governing infrastructure repairs, coordination of increased repair 
work with city operations, the status of negotiations with National Grid to 
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compensate for tree deaths resulting from gas leaks, and the possibility of creating a 
utilities working group to monitor progress on these and related issues.  
05/26/15 @ 2:53 PM]   

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#201‐15  Discussion of the condition of the Kennard Estate on Dudley Road 
  ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 

the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, and the Executive Department regarding 
the condition of the property located at 246 Dudley Road (Kennard Estate) and how 
much, if any, repairs and upgrades will be needed as the City relocates the Parks and 
Recreation Department to that location. [09/01/15 @ 4:00 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 

#216‐14  Ordinance amendment for notification of vacancy of unit and/or condo conversion 
  ALD. HESS‐MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, BAKER, CROSSLEY, NORTON AND SANGIOLO 

proposing the following amendments to Chapter 12 Health and Human Services of 
the Revised Ordinances to:  

 require owners of dwellings requiring a Certificate of Habitability under Section 
12‐1 and real estate agents/brokers who receive compensation in connection 
with the particular real estate transaction to notify the Commissioner of Health 
and Human Services whenever an apartment, tenement, or room in a lodging 
house is vacated by the occupant or when an area in an existing building is 
converted to a condominium prior to being reoccupied by a new tenant, lodger 
or occupant;  

 require educational institutions to disclose addresses of undergraduates living 
off‐campus in Newton;  

 require a fee for certification; and  

 impose a fine for violation of these provisions. [05/14/14 @11:51 AM]  
FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY 7‐0 12/14/15 

 
#398‐13          Discussion of complementary ordinance or regulations for Marijuana Dispensaries 
                         ALD. BAKER & DANBERG requesting a discussion of a possible ordinance, regulations 

or otherwise, to complement zoning regulation of any licensed Registered Marijuana 
Dispensaries to respond to any secondary impacts so as to make the operation of 
such dispensaries as successful as possible. [10/28/13 @ 10:00 AM]   

 
UPDATE ITEMS: 
 

Referred to Programs & Services Committees and Public Facilities 
#12‐17   Request for updates on the Library Expansion Project 
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  COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT AND BLAZAR requesting periodic updates from 

the Library Trustees and Library Director on the Library expansion project. 
[01/03/2017 @ 3:55 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services Committees and Public Facilities 

#13‐17   Request for updates on the Archive Expansion Project 
  COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT, AND BLAZAR requesting periodic updates from 

the City Clerk on the Archives expansion project. [01/03/2017 @ 3:56 PM] 
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 
#27‐16  Updates from the Administration on the renovations at the Aquinas site 
  PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES requesting that the 

School Department and/or Executive Department provide updates on removal of 
asbestos and other toxic materials that were identified at the Aquinas site, the scope 
and timing of window replacement in particular, and renovations that may be 
necessary to facilitate short and long‐term plans for uses and operations at the site.  
[01/10/16 @ 1:14 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Safety & Transportation Committees 

#312‐15  Update from Health Department on opiate overdose epidemic 
  ALD. COTE, HARNEY AND NORTON, requesting a review and discussion of the opiate 

overdose epidemic including an update from the Health Department appraising the 
board on the current situation to include comparative statistics from previous years 
as to the number of opiate overdoses handled by first responders.  In addition, what 
is being done immediately to take this on and what support can the Board provide 

 
 
#377‐14  Discussion of proposed changes of use of the Senior Center 
  THE PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting a discussion with the Director 

of Senior Services, the Council on Aging and the Executive Department relative to 
changes in the use of the Senior Center at 345 Walnut Street. [10/16/14 @ 5:43 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#119‐14  Update from Inspectional Services on ADA compliance of City properties 
  ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion with the Inspectional Services 

Department to explain the development of short and long term  plans to identify 
and correct buildings, sidewalks, playgrounds, etc., that do not conform to American 
Disability Act (ADA) standards.  The discussion should include information on how 
improvements will be incorporated into the Capital Improvement Plan or if less than 
$75,000 into a comprehensive budget plan to correct ADA deficiencies.  [03/12/14 
@ 4:18 PM] 

 



    Programs & Services Committee Agenda 
                                                                                                                        Wednesday, December 6, 2017 
         Page 8 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
John B. Rice, Chair 
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SETT! D. WARR EN 
MAYOR 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Office of the Mayor 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

Facsimile 
(617) 796--1113 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

E-mail 
swarren@newtonrna.gov 

I am pleased to appoint Julia Geller of 1274 Beacon Street, Newton as a member of the Youth 
Commission. Her term of office shall expire on October 31, 2020 and her appointment is subject to your 
confirmation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newtonma.gov * 
DEDICATED TO COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE 
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Commissioner Statement 
By Julia Geller 

My name is Julia Geller and I am a junior at Newton South High School. As a teen living 
in Newton, I know first-hand the issues and stresses Newton teens deal with which is why as a 
commissioner, I will strive to life easier for teens living in Newton. One issue that is very 
important to me is mental health. While I feel that Newton South High School has various 
resources for students battling mental illnesses, I don't' think that the Newton community is 
invested enough in trying to ease some of the triggers of mental health issues. Stress is a large 
contributor to mental health issues for teens in Newton and I believe the Newton community can 
be doing more relieve teens' stress. I want to unite the student bodies of North and South 
through fun, stress-relieving activities such as dance-marathons, food and music festivals, and 
other such events so students from North and South have bigger support systems and feel like 
they-are not alone in whatever struggles they may face. Additionally, I would like the Youth 
Commission to host discussions for students from Newton North and Newton South about how 
the media is both positively and negatively affecting the mental health of Newton teens. 

I am involved in various other activities in the Newton Community. I am a senator at 
Newton South and have been for the past three years. As a senator, I represent the student 
body and help fix policies that negatively impact students while implementing new ones that I 
think will improve their lives and reduce their stress levels. Additionally, I am the Senate's 
secretary of Public Relations and I frequently write news articles for South's Roar newspaper 
communicating the work of the Senate. I am also a tutor at the Boys and Girls Club in Newton. I 
have been tutoring the children there math since last year and though it can be tough at times to 
teach math to younger kids who aren't very happy about doing math, finding the balance 
between being a fun yet productive tutor has been a great learning experience. Moreover, I play 
soccer on a club and have been playing soccer for twelve years. The team sport takes up a 
special part of my life and has taught me so many valuable lessons ranging from team 
cooperation, to balancing soccer with school, and time management. Last year, I re-started 
taking piano. I used to play piano more rigorously when I was younger, but I stopped after I 
realized it was too intense for me. When I started it up again this past year, I started it with the 
notion that this would solely be for enjoyment and to de-stress which it has been. Lastly, I am on 
the Newton South Speech team. With the team, I go to tournaments that are typically twelve 
hour long days and perform a narrative of my choosing in front of other competitors and judges. 
On the team, I have gone to local and national tournaments, placing second in my category at a 
local tournament and third in my category at a national level. 

In closing, I am excited to be considered for the position of commissioner and as a 
commissioner, I will use the lessons and perspectives I have gained from doing various 
activities to be able to best serve the Youth Commission. 
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SETT! D. WAR REN 
MAYOR 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Office of the Mayor 

Telephone 
( 6 I 7) 796-1 I 00 

Facsimik 
(617) 796-1113 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

E-mail 
swarren@newtonma.gov 

I am pleased to appoint Aneel Chittilappilly of 32 Charlotte Road, Newton as a member of the Youth 
Commission. Hs term of office shall expire on October 31, 2020 and his appointment is subject to your 
confirmation. 

Thank ou for your attention to this matter. 

Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newtonma.gov * 
DEDICATED TO COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE 
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Aneel Chittilappilly 
Youth Commission Letter of Intent 

Dear Quinn, 

I have been interested in joining the Newton Youth Commission. I think my voice would be 
valuable because I am on the younger side and have a different perspective than the older 
members of the Commission. 

I am graduating from F.A. Day Middle School and will be attending Newton North in the fall. I 
have been alarmed by events that have taken place in my school this year. There have been 
three different anti-Semitic incidents this year at my school motivated by racism in the middle 
school. In a progressive city like Newton, I am gravely concerned that racism and hate are 
mushrooming in our schools. I want to begin high school by taking a leadership stance against 
such an environment. They key is education and discussions peer-facilitated discussions, which I 
would love to lead., 

I am also concerned about the suicides that have taken place with Newton South and Newton 
North students in the past few years. I would also be impassioned to work on programming to 
help my peers in high school learn more about how to support our peers and watch for signs of 
depression and how to ensure that peers can assist with suicide prevention. 

In addition to these two issues, I am sure there are many other issues in the Newton school 
community that I am yet unaware of and would be delighted to assist my peers in confronting. 
Most of all, I want to help make the Newton community one that works together to make sure 
that we are helping each other become the best, supportive community we can be. I would be 
honored to have the chance to serve on the Newton Youth Commission. 

Sincerely, 

Aneel Chittilappilly 
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City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Office of the Mayor 

Tdcphonc 
((,17) 7%-1100 

Facsimik: 
/617) 796-1113 

TDLVfTY 
1617) 796-1089 

SETT! D. WARREN 
MAYOR 

E .. mail 
s\.\·arrenra.newtonma.gov 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am pleased to appoint Myles Hoffman of 33 Blake Street, Newton as a member of the Youth 
Commission. His term of office shall expire on October 31, 2020 and his appointment is subject to your 
confirmation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

Setti D. Warren 

Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newtonma.gov "* 
DEDICATED TO COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE 
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' 
Newton Youth Commission Letter - Myles Hoffman 

A leadership role, such as the Newton Youth Commission, for the Newton community is 

important to me because teens of Newton tend to focus a lot on the level of competitive traits they have 

over their peers. Whether it is how many AP classes they take Junior year on top of their Junior Thesis, or 

if they make a Varsity sports team. However, I am not looking to be a commissioner to improve my shots 

towards impressing colleges and future jobs or anything of that matter, but I want to see a real life impact 

in front of my eyes. I want something where I know I have helped someone because of the events I have 

hosted/the actions I have made/etc. It ultimately makes me feel happy inside to see I have changed 

someone's life for the better. 

It is hard to say whether or not my accomplishments alone will change the way people think in 

Newton. I'd like to see a change in the way people interact with one another, if it involves opening up, or 

just being a little more accepting of a new friend. It is going to require quite a bit of planning, and a little 

more willingness to share ideas an advisor or commissioner may have! I vision the Newton Youth 

Commission for being the center for where Newton teens make change. It just requires some publicity and 

additional participants. 

I think I bring a lot to the table for the Newton Youth Commission because I have a determined 

mindset, if those first two paragraphs did not convince you enough. But that determination does not just 

revolve around the ideas we will come up with, but the want to grow the Newton Youth Commission into 

a everlasting community on its own. 

My address is: 

33 Blake Street 

Newtonville, MA 02460 
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Karyn Dean

From: Charles Jacobs <charlesjacobs123@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2017 10:16 AM
To: Karyn Dean
Subject: Karyn, can you tell me if this makes sense, given our conversation yesterday? Thanks, 

Charles

Dear Ms. Dean; 

I have been informed that the matter under consideration would not properly be addressed by asking 
for an ordinance and that a way to ask the councilors for public support should be to request them to 
support a resolution on the matter. Could you please, therefore, change the wording or add wording 
to the effect that we are proposing the following resolution for the Councilors to adopt: 

"Be it resolved that the Newton City Council favors and supports the principle that parents and tax-
payers should have free access to all curricular materials used in the public schools, including 
textbooks, internet timelines, articles, maps, videos, hand-outs, and exercises, either published or from 
websites. This should also include all information about any and all teacher training workshops."  
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