
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations  
will be provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation,  
please contact John Lojek, at least two days in advance of the meeting: jlojek@newtonma.gov,  
or 617-796-1064.  For Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
  

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2015 
 
7:45 PM 
Room 211 
 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
#26-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of 

twenty-eight thousand dollars ($28,000) from Veterans’ Services Salaries to 
Veterans’ Expenses for a 20% down payment for a quadrant of Veterans’ graves 
at the Newton Cemetery.  [01/13/15 @ 2:44 PM] 

 FINANCE APPROVED 2/17/15 
 REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES ON 02/17/15 
 
#340-14 ALD. NORTON requesting to amend the City of Newton Charter to also include 

the term “Alderwoman” in text that refers to individuals who serve on the Board 
of Aldermen as “Aldermen” replace the term “Board of Aldermen” with “City 
Council” and replace the term “Alderman” with “Councillor”.  
[09/08/14 @4:10PM] 

 AMENDED IN PROGRAMS & SERVICES 11/5/14 
 APPROVED 6-1-1 (Ald. Baker opposed; Ald. Blazar abstaining) 
 REFERRED BACK TO COMMITTEE /2/17/15 
  
Public hearing continued on the following item: 
#9-15 SRDJAN S. NEDELJKOVIC et al. petitioning the Board of Aldermen to expand  

the area represented by the Newton Highlands Neighborhood Area Council to 
include areas immediately contiguous with the existing service area of the 
Newton Highlands Neighborhood Area Council pursuant to Article 9, Section 9-4, 
of the City of Newton Charter.  [12/23/14 @ 12:20 PM] 
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ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 

REFERRED TO PUB FACIL, PROG & SERV, AND PS&T COMMITTEES 
#46-15 ALD. JOHNSON & CICCONE, requesting a discussion with the Commissioner 

of Department of Public Works and the School Department to determine and 
discuss parking options including use of school properties based on the current 
municipal parking lot programs including the issuance of permits.  [02/11/15 @ 
1:35 PM] 

 
#31-15 PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing an ordinance to limit the 

use of leafblowers. [01/26/15 @ 2:20PM] 
 
#8-15 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, NORTON, SANGIOLO AND LEARY requesting 

discussion with the Law Department and Inspectional Services Department 
regarding enforcement of the noise ordinance as it pertains to leaf blowers.  
[12/15/14 7:44 PM] 

 
#10-15 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, BAKER, BROUSAL-GLASER, COTE, JOHNSON, 

SANGIOLO proposing a RESOLUTION requesting the Licensing Commission to 
adopt a policy requiring all applicants for a license to notify the Aldermen from 
the respective ward whenever applicants are required to send legal notice to 
abutters, public or private schools, churches, synagogues, religious institutions of 
worship and/or hospitals within 500 feet from the proposed licensed premises 
regarding their application.  [12/29/14 @ 12:17 PM] 

 
#483-14 PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing a RESOLUTION to 

promote a cooperative program with food establishments in the City, the Newton-
Needham Chamber of Commerce, the Economic Development Commission, the 
Director of Economic Development and members of the Board of Aldermen, to 
find opportunities for these establishments to provide their food services for 
events in the City. [12/02/14 @ 3:56PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#464-14 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting discussion with the Department of Veteran's 
Services and the Executive Department regarding updates on programming at the 
Newton Senior Center and budgeting for new initiatives.[11/24/14 @ 3:41PM] 

 
#377-14 THE PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting a discussion with 
 the Director of Senior Services, the Council on Aging and the Executive 

Department relative to changes in the use of the Senior Center at 345 Walnut 
Street. [10/16/14 @ 5:43PM]  
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REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#375-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY16-FY20 Capital Improvement 
Plan pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/15/14 @ 3:01 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#216-14 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, BAKER, CROSSLEY, NORTON AND 
SANGIOLO proposing the following amendments to Chapter 12 Health and 
Human Services of the Revised Ordinances to:  
 require owners of dwellings requiring a Certificate of Habitability under 

Section 12-1 and real estate agents/brokers who receive compensation in 
connection with the particular real estate transaction to notify the 
Commissioner of Health and Human Services whenever an apartment, 
tenement, or room in a lodging house is vacated by the occupant or when an 
area in an existing building is converted to a condominium prior to being 
reoccupied by a new tenant, lodger or occupant;  

 require educational institutions to disclose addresses of undergraduates living 
off-campus in Newton;  

 require a fee for certification; and  
 impose a fine for violation of these provisions. [05/14/14 @11:51 AM]  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILTIES COMMITTEES 
#119-14 ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion with the Inspectional 

Services Department to explain the development of short and long term  plans to 
identify and correct buildings, sidewalks, playgrounds, etc., that do not conform 
to American Disability Act (ADA) standards.  The discussion should include 
information on how improvements will be incorporated into the Capital 
Improvement Plan or if less than $75,000 into a comprehensive budget plan to 
correct ADA deficiencies.  [03/12/14 @ 4:18 PM]  

 
#59-14 ALD. HESS-MAHAN AND BLAZAR requesting discussion with the Executive 

Department and the Health Care Advisory Committee concerning plans to 
implement recommendations contained in the First Report of the Health Care 
Advisory Committee to control the cost of health insurance while improving or 
maintaining the quality of care. [02/18/14 @ 6:39 PM]  

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE 

#402-13 ALD. FULLER, GENTILE, RICE and LINSKY requesting a Home Rule Petition 
to amend Article 9 of the Charter to clarify that Neighborhood Area Councils 
shall maintain and control their own financial accounts and records, independent 
of City finances; and to further clarify that such independent financial accounts 
and records shall remain subject to City audit.  [10/28/13 @ 10:18 AM] 

 
#398-13          ALD. BAKER & DANBERG requesting a discussion of a possible ordinance, 

regulations or otherwise, to complement zoning regulation of any licensed 
Registered Marijuana Dispensaries to respond to any secondary impacts so as to 
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make the operation of such dispensaries as successful as possible. [10/28/13 @ 
10:00 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZAP, PROG & SERV AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#397-13(3) ALD. SANGIOLO AND DANBERG requesting creation of an ordinance to 
protect trees deemed historic significant by the Historical Commission and the 
City’s Tree Warden with the advice and counsel of the Urban Tree Commission. 
[05/05/14 @ 4:32 PM]   

 AMENDED IN PROGRAMS & SERVICES 11/19/14 
 
#34-13 ALD. DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, BLAZAR, RICE, LINSKY AND CROSSLEY 

requesting a prohibition on polystyrene-based disposable food or beverage 
containers in the City of Newton if that packaging takes place on the premises of 
food establishments within the City. [01/03/13 @ 11:01 AM]  

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 
Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates.  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#254-12(3) PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing an ordinance to require a 
fee, charged to consumers, for the use of paper bags at certain retail 
establishments in the City of Newton. [01/10/14 @ 3:36 pm]  

 
#229-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending a review and possible 

amendment to the Board of Aldermen Rules & Orders 2012-2013 relative to 
review of draft ordinances by the Law Department. 

 
#199-13 ALD. JOHNSON AND SANGIOLO  requesting an update from the School 

Committee and School Department regarding the request from the Board of 
Aldermen to reduce the family cap on activity fees. [05/20/13 @ 11:05 PM]  

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FACIL. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#312-10  ALD. LENNON, LAPPIN, SCHNIPPER, SANGIOLO requesting a discussion 
with the School Committee on its plans to address space needs in the Newton 
public schools. [10/27/10 @11:07 AM] 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Amy Mah Sangiolo 



 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2015 
 
   
#26-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of twenty-eight 

thousand dollars ($28,000) from Veterans’ Services Salaries to Veterans’ Expenses for a 
20% down payment for a quadrant of Veterans’ graves at the Newton Cemetery.  
[01/13/15 @ 2:44 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE: Chief of Staff Maureen Lemieux reviewed the request for a transfer of $28,000 to fund a 
20% down payment for a quadrant of veterans’ graves at the Newton Cemetery.  Representatives of 
Newton Cemetery and Chief Administrative Officer Dori Zaleznik negotiated for the purchase of the 
graves and reached an agreement that the City would purchase a quadrant of graves that would be paid 
for over the course of three years.   
 
 A quadrant of graves consists of 29 graves and two cremation plots.    It took close to 14 years to 
fill the previous quadrant but since that quadrant was filled, a veteran passed away who wished to be 
buried at Newton Cemetery.  The cemetery allowed the City to pay for one of the graves in the new 
quadrant with the understanding that it would purchase the quadrant.  The graves are only for veterans 
that were deployed and either lived in Newton for three consecutive years or lived in Newton at the time 
of enlistment.  The Newton Cemetery does not allow family members to be buried with the veteran.   
 
 Committee members questioned when the City adopted the policy to bury its veterans free of 
charge.  Ms. Lemieux was unsure of when or how the ordinance was developed but stated that it has 
been in place for some time.  The Committee asked Ms. Lemieux and/or Ms. Zaleznik to provide further 
details on how the policy or ordinance was developed. 
 
 There was also concern that there were not enough cremation plots in the quadrant.  Ms. 
Lemieux responded that the Cemetery representatives were very strict on what they were willing to sell 
to the City.  Ms. Lemieux did not fell that they would be willing to break up burial plots into cremation 
plots. 
 
 The Committee understood that the City needs to complete the transaction with Newton 
Cemetery but would like the requested information.  With that, Ald. Norton moved approval of the item, 
which carried unanimously.     
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