
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations  
will be provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation,  
please contact John Lojek, at least two days in advance of the meeting: jlojek@newtonma.gov,  
or 617-796-1064.  For Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
  

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18, 2014 
7:45 PM 
Room 222 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 

 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#239-14 SHADI ARYANPOUR, 15 Laura Road, Waban, appointed as a member of the 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION COMMISSION for a term to expire May 31, 
2016. (60 days 08/15/14) [06/09/14 @ 3:10PM] 

 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#240-14 JOYCE LEONARDO, 22 Bowen Street, Newton Centre, appointed as a member 

of the COMMUNITY EDUCATION COMMISSION for a term to expire May 
31, 2016. (60 days 08/15/14) [06/09/14 @ 3:10PM] 

 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#241-14 JEFFREY HERRMANN, 111 Exeter Street, West Newton, appointed as a 

LIBRARY TRUSTEE for an appointment to expire June 30, 2019.  
(60 days 08/15/14) [06/09/14 @ 3:10PM] 

 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#242-14 BARBARA MELTZ, 78 Leeson Lane, Newton Centre, appointed as a LIBRARY 

TRUSTEE for an appointment to expire June 30, 2019. (60 days 08/15/14) 
[06/09/14 @ 3:10PM] 

 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#243-14 BARBARA DARNELL, 296 Lake Avenue, Newton Highlands, re-appointed as a 

member of the URBAN TREE COMMISSION for a term to expire May 1, 2017  
 (60 days 08/15/14) [06/09/14 @ 3:08PM] 
 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#244-14 BETH WILKINSON, 14 Trowbridge Street, Newton Centre, re-appointed as a 

member of the URBAN TREE COMMISSION for a term to expire May 1, 2017  
 (60 days 08/15/14) [06/09/14 @ 3:08PM] 
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Clerk’s Note:  There will just be a status update on this item: 
#254-12(2) THE PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  recommending an ordinance to 

ban single-use plastic bags at certain retail establishments in the City of Newton. 
 [01/10/14 @ 3:36 PM] 
 

The Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees will meet jointly on this item: 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILTIES COMMITTEES 
#119-14 ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion with the Inspectional 

Services Department to explain the development of short and long term  plans to 
identify and correct buildings, sidewalks, playgrounds, etc., that do not conform 
to American Disability Act (ADA) standards.  The discussion should include 
information on how improvements will be incorporated into the Capital 
Improvement Plan or if less than $75,000 into a comprehensive budget plan to 
correct ADA deficiencies.  [03/12/14 @ 4:18 PM] 
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ITEMS NOT YET SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#216-14 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, BAKER, CROSSLEY, NORTON AND 

SANGIOLO proposing the following amendments to Chapter 12 Health and 
Human Services of the Revised Ordinances to:  
 require owners of dwellings requiring a Certificate of Habitability under 

Section 12-1 and real estate agents/brokers who receive compensation in 
connection with the particular real estate transaction to notify the 
Commissioner of Health and Human Services whenever an apartment, 
tenement, or room in a lodging house is vacated by the occupant or when an 
area in an existing building is converted to a condominium prior to being 
reoccupied by a new tenant, lodger or occupant;  

 require educational institutions to disclose addresses of undergraduates living 
off-campus in Newton;  

 require a fee for certification; and  
 impose a fine for violation of these provisions. [05/14/14 @11:51 AM] 

 
#59-14 ALD. HESS-MAHAN AND BLAZAR requesting discussion with the Executive 

Department and the Health Care Advisory Committee concerning plans to 
implement recommendations contained in the First Report of the Health Care 
Advisory Committee to control the cost of health insurance while improving or 
maintaining the quality of care. [02/18/14 @ 6:39 PM] 

    
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE 

#402-13 ALD. FULLER, GENTILE, RICE and LINSKY requesting a Home Rule Petition 
to amend Article 9 of the Charter to clarify that Neighborhood Area Councils 
shall maintain and control their own financial accounts and records, independent 
of City finances; and to further clarify that such independent financial accounts 
and records shall remain subject to City audit.  [10/28/13 @ 10:18 AM] 

 
#399-13          ALD. LINSKY, HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, CROSSLEY, DANBERG,  

BLAZAR, LAREDO & SCHWARTZ requesting to re-charge a task force to 
devise recommendations as to best practices and/or potential regulatory 
approaches to achieve improvements regarding the use of leaf blowers in the City 
of Newton.  [10/28/13 @ 7:01 PM] 

  
#398-13          ALD. BAKER & DANBERG requesting a discussion of a possible ordinance, 

regulations or otherwise, to complement zoning regulation of any licensed 
Registered Marijuana Dispensaries to respond to any secondary impacts so as to 
make the operation of such dispensaries as successful as possible. [10/28/13 @ 
10:00 AM] 

  
#199-13 ALD. JOHNSON AND SANGIOLO  requesting an update from the School 

Committee and School Department regarding the request from the Board of 
Aldermen to reduce the family cap on activity fees. [05/20/13 @ 11:05 PM] 
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#95-13(2) THE PROGRAMS  & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting an update from the 

Health Care Advisory Committee. [09/12/13 @ 9:49AM] 
 
#34-13 ALD. DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, BLAZAR, RICE, LINSKY AND CROSSLEY 

requesting a prohibition on polystyrene-based disposable food or beverage 
containers in the City of Newton if that packaging takes place on the premises of 
food establishments within the City. [01/03/13 @ 11:01 AM] 

 
#334-12 ALD. SWISTON AND LINSKY requesting a discussion with the Licensing 

Board regarding the licensing and permit requirements for non-profit 
organizations. [10/10/12 @ 3:52 PM]   

    
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 
Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FAC., ZAP, AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#256-12 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, SANGIOLO & SWISTON proposing an ordinance 

promoting economic development and the mobile food truck industry in the City of 
Newton. [08/06/12 @4:46 PM]  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#254-12 (3) PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing an ordinance to require a 
fee, charged to consumers, for the use of paper bags at certain retail 
establishments in the City of Newton. [01/10/14 @ 3:36 pm] 

 
#229-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending a review and possible 

amendment to the Board of Aldermen Rules & Orders 2012-2013 relative to 
review of draft ordinances by the Law Department. 

 
#145-12 ALD JOHNSON requesting a review by the Solicitor’s office as to what 

constitutes “reorganization” per our City Charter. [05/16/12 @ 10:24PM]   
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REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#36-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance 

to require inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
prior to settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines 
are functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to 
the city sewer mains. 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have 

to be repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FACIL. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#312-10  ALD. LENNON, LAPPIN, SCHNIPPER, SANGIOLO requesting a discussion 
with the School Committee on its plans to address space needs in the Newton 
public schools. [10/27/10 @11:07 AM] 

   
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Amy Mah Sangiolo 
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DRAFT  #254-12(2) 

CITY OF NEWTON 

 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 

ORDINANCE NO. ____ 

 

March ___, 2014 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 OF THE CITY OF NEWTON AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 That the Revised Ordinances of Newton Massachusetts, 2012, as amended, be and hereby 

are further amended as follows: 

 

 Add a new ARTICLE IX. to Chapter 12 as follows: 

 

Section 12-71  Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance. 

 

 (a) Short Title.  This Section may be cited as the "Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance" 

of the City of Newton. 

 

 (b) Declaration of findings and policy—Scope. 

 

(1) The Board of Aldermen hereby finds that the reduction in the use of 

plastic bags by commercial entities in the City of Newton (the "City") is a public 

purpose that protects the marine environment, advances solid waste reduction and 

protects waterways. This Ordinance seeks to reduce the number of plastic bags 

that are being used, discarded and littered, and to promote the use of reusable 

checkout bags by retail stores located in the City. Further, this Ordinance seeks to 

reduce the use of paper bags, due to their greater use of natural resources and 

higher cost impacts on retailers. This Ordinance also seeks to ensure that 

customers using reusable checkout bags are made aware of the need to keep those 

bags sanitized between uses in order to protect against the transmission of food-

borne illnesses. 

 

 (c) Definitions. 

 

(1) The following words shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, 

have the following meanings: 

 

(a) "Department" means the City's Department of Health and Human 

Services. 

 

(b) "Commissioner" means the City's Commissioner of Health and 

Human Services. 
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(c) "Checkout Bag" means a carryout bag provided or sold by a Retail 

Establishment to a customer at the point of sale. A Checkout Bag shall not 

include 

 

(i)       bags, whether plastic or not, in which loose produce or 

products are placed by a consumer to deliver such items to the 

point of sale or check-out area of a Retail Establishment;  

 

(ii) laundry or dry-cleaner bags; or 

 

(iii) newspaper bags. 

 

(d) "Recyclable Paper Bag" means a paper bag that is 100 percent 

recyclable and contains at least 40% post-consumer recycled content, and 

displays the words "Recyclable" and "made from 40% post-consumer 

recycled content" in a visible manner on the outside of the bag. 

 

(e) "Reusable Bag" means a bag with handles that is specifically 

designed and manufactured for multiple reuse and is either polyester, 

polypropylene, cotton or other durable material, or durable plastic that is 

at least 3.0 millimeters in thickness. 

 

(f) "Retail Establishment" means any commercial enterprise,  whether 

for or not-for profit, including, but not limited to restaurants, pharmacies, 

convenience and grocery stores, liquor stores, seasonal and temporary 

businesses, jewelry stores, household goods stores, clothing stores, shoe 

stores, and commercial enterprises operating or participating in farmers’ 

markets, festivals, bazaars or street fairs. 

 

 (d) Requirements. 

 

(1) If a Retail Establishment provides or sells Checkout Bags to 

customers, such bags shall be either a Recyclable Paper Bag or a Reusable 

Bag. Public service information advising customers to sanitize Reusable 

Bags to prevent food-borne illness must be prominently displayed or 

communicated at the point of provision or sale. 

 

(2) The Commissioner shall have the authority to promulgate 

regulations to accomplish any of the provisions of this Section. 

 

(3) Each Retail Establishment as defined herein shall comply with this 

Section. 

 

 (e) Effective Date. 

 

 This Section shall take effect one hundred and eighty (180) days from the date of 
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enactment. 

 

 (f) Exemption. 

 

(1) The Commissioner may exempt a Retail Establishment from the 

requirements of this Section for a period of up to six (6) months, upon a finding 

by the Commissioner that the requirements of this Section would cause undue 

hardship to a Retail Establishment.  An "undue hardship" shall only be found in 

circumstances where a Retail Establishment requires additional time in order to 

draw down an existing inventory of single-use plastic check out bags or paper 

bags which do not meet the definition of recyclable paper bag. Any Retail 

Establishment receiving an exemption shall file with the Commissioner monthly 

reports on inventory reduction and remaining stocks. 

 

(2) Any Retail Establishment shall apply for an exemption to the 

Commissioner using forms provided by the Department, and shall allow the 

Commissioner or his or her designee, access to all information supporting its 

application. 

 

(3) The Commissioner may approve the exemption request, in whole or in 

part, with or without conditions  

 

(4) The Commissioner, by regulation, may establish a fee for exemption 

requests. 

  

 (g) Enforcement. 

 

(1) Fine. Any Retail Establishment which shall violate any provision of this 

Section or any regulation established by the Commissioner shall be liable for a 

fine of $300 and each day a violation occurs shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

(2) Whoever violates any provision of this Section may be penalized by a 

noncriminal disposition as provided in G.L. c. 40, §21D.   For purposes of this 

section, the Commissioner of the Health and Human Services, or his or her 

designee, shall be enforcing persons.  

 

 (h) Severability. 

 

 Each separate provision of this Section shall be deemed independent of all other 

provisions herein, and if any provision of this Section be declared to be invalid by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this Section shall remain valid and 

enforceable. 

 

-And- 
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In Sec. 20-21.  Enforcing persons and revised ordinances subject to civil fine. 

Amend paragraph (b), HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT, by adding after 

CITY ORDINANCES, Any offense, the following: 

 

 .......................................................................................................................PENALTY 

 

 Section 12-71.  Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance 

 (   )  Any offense ...........................................................................................$300.00 

 

 

Approved as to legal form and character: 

 

 

 

(SGD)___________________ 

City Solicitor 

 

 

Under suspension of Rules 

Readings Waived and Adopted 

___ yeas and ___ nays 

 

 

(SGD)                                              (SGD)                                       

 City Clerk        Mayor 
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