
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations  
will be provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation,  
please contact John Lojek, at least two days in advance of the meeting: jlojek@newtonma.gov,  
or 617-796-1064.  For Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2014 
7:45 PM 
Room 222 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#379-14 PAT PALMER, 37 Arapahoe Road, Newton, appointed as an at-large alternative 

member of the PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  for a term to expire 
October 31, 2017 (60 days 1/2/15) [10/22/14 @1:14PM]   

 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor  
#383-14 ANDREW STERN, 56 Tyler Terrace, Newton Centre, re-appointed as the Ward 6 

member of the PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION for a term to expire 
April 20, 2016 (60 days 1/2/15) [10/22/14 @ 1:14PM]  

 
#356-14 ALD. HESS-MAHAN AND DANBERG, requesting a RESOLUTION of the 

Newton Board of Aldermen on behalf of Newton Dialogues on Peace & War, 
declaring support for the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ program “Mayors for 
Peace,” of which the City of Newton has been a member since 2005, and its goal 
of eliminating all nuclear weapons by 2020. [09/10/14 @ 3:15PM]  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#464-14 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting discussion with the Department of Veteran's 
Services and the Executive Department regarding updates on programming at the 
Newton Senior Center and budgeting for new initiatives.[11/24/14 @ 3:41PM} 

 
#340-14 ALD. NORTON requesting to amend the City of Newton Charter to also include 

the term “Alderwoman” in text that refers to individuals who serve on the Board 
of Aldermen as “Aldermen” replace the term “Board of Aldermen” with “City 
Council” and replace the term “Alderman” with “Councillor”.  
[09/08/14 @4:10PM] 

 AMENDED IN PROGRAMS & SERVICES 11/5/14 
 
Clerk’s Note:  The Chair is proposing a No Action Necessary vote on the following item as  
#59-14 makes it redundant: 
#95-13(2) THE PROGRAMS  & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting an update from the 

Health Care Advisory Committee. [09/12/13 @ 9:49AM]  
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\ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
#377-14 THE PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting a discussion with 
 the Director of Senior Services, the Council on Aging and the Executive 

Department relative to changes in the use of the Senior Center at 345 Walnut 
Street. [10/16/14 @ 5:43PM]  

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#375-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY16-FY20 Capital Improvement 
Plan pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/15/14 @ 3:01 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#216-14 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, BAKER, CROSSLEY, NORTON AND 
SANGIOLO proposing the following amendments to Chapter 12 Health and 
Human Services of the Revised Ordinances to:  
 require owners of dwellings requiring a Certificate of Habitability under 

Section 12-1 and real estate agents/brokers who receive compensation in 
connection with the particular real estate transaction to notify the 
Commissioner of Health and Human Services whenever an apartment, 
tenement, or room in a lodging house is vacated by the occupant or when an 
area in an existing building is converted to a condominium prior to being 
reoccupied by a new tenant, lodger or occupant;  

 require educational institutions to disclose addresses of undergraduates living 
off-campus in Newton;  

 require a fee for certification; and  
 impose a fine for violation of these provisions. [05/14/14 @11:51 AM]  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILTIES COMMITTEES 
#119-14 ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion with the Inspectional 

Services Department to explain the development of short and long term  plans to 
identify and correct buildings, sidewalks, playgrounds, etc., that do not conform 
to American Disability Act (ADA) standards.  The discussion should include 
information on how improvements will be incorporated into the Capital 
Improvement Plan or if less than $75,000 into a comprehensive budget plan to 
correct ADA deficiencies.  [03/12/14 @ 4:18 PM]  

 
#59-14 ALD. HESS-MAHAN AND BLAZAR requesting discussion with the Executive 

Department and the Health Care Advisory Committee concerning plans to 
implement recommendations contained in the First Report of the Health Care 
Advisory Committee to control the cost of health insurance while improving or 
maintaining the quality of care. [02/18/14 @ 6:39 PM]  

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE 

#402-13 ALD. FULLER, GENTILE, RICE and LINSKY requesting a Home Rule Petition 
to amend Article 9 of the Charter to clarify that Neighborhood Area Councils 
shall maintain and control their own financial accounts and records, independent 
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of City finances; and to further clarify that such independent financial accounts 
and records shall remain subject to City audit.  [10/28/13 @ 10:18 AM] 

 
#399-13          ALD. LINSKY, HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, CROSSLEY, DANBERG,  

BLAZAR, LAREDO & SCHWARTZ requesting to re-charge a task force to 
devise recommendations as to best practices and/or potential regulatory 
approaches to achieve improvements regarding the use of leaf blowers in the City 
of Newton.  [10/28/13 @ 7:01 PM]       

 
#398-13          ALD. BAKER & DANBERG requesting a discussion of a possible ordinance, 

regulations or otherwise, to complement zoning regulation of any licensed 
Registered Marijuana Dispensaries to respond to any secondary impacts so as to 
make the operation of such dispensaries as successful as possible. [10/28/13 @ 
10:00 AM]   

 
#397-13(3) ALD. SANGIOLO AND DANBERG requesting creation of an ordinance to 

protect trees deemed historic by the Historical Commission and the City’s Tree 
Warden.  [05-05-14 @ 4:32 PM]   

 
#199-13 ALD. JOHNSON AND SANGIOLO  requesting an update from the School 

Committee and School Department regarding the request from the Board of 
Aldermen to reduce the family cap on activity fees. [05/20/13 @ 11:05 PM]  

 
#34-13 ALD. DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, BLAZAR, RICE, LINSKY AND CROSSLEY 

requesting a prohibition on polystyrene-based disposable food or beverage 
containers in the City of Newton if that packaging takes place on the premises of 
food establishments within the City. [01/03/13 @ 11:01 AM]  

 
#334-12 ALD. SWISTON AND LINSKY requesting a discussion with the Licensing 

Board regarding the licensing and permit requirements for non-profit 
organizations. [10/10/12 @ 3:52 PM]   

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 
Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates.  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#254-12(3) PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing an ordinance to require a 
fee, charged to consumers, for the use of paper bags at certain retail 
establishments in the City of Newton. [01/10/14 @ 3:36 pm] 
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#229-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending a review and possible 

amendment to the Board of Aldermen Rules & Orders 2012-2013 relative to 
review of draft ordinances by the Law Department. 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FACIL. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#312-10  ALD. LENNON, LAPPIN, SCHNIPPER, SANGIOLO requesting a discussion 

with the School Committee on its plans to address space needs in the Newton 
public schools. [10/27/10 @11:07 AM]  

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Amy Mah Sangiolo 
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From: Guntram Mueller <guntrammueller1@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 12:38 PM 
To: Theodore M. Hess Mahan; Victoria Danberg; smirsky; bevdroz@comcast.net; Dan Shaw; Elizabeth B. 
Gerlach; Nancy Wrenn; Joan Ecklein; David Ascher; Guntram Mueller 
Subject: The U.S. Conference of Mayors resolution, adapted to Newton Board of Aldermen  
  
Hello Ted, 
 
Here is the resolution passed unanimously by the U.S. Conference of Mayors in June 2014, except that 
I've changed all the "Be it resolved that the U.S. Conference of Mayors ..." to "Be it resolved that the 
Newton Board of Aldermen ...". 
 
We fully support both versions. If there is a problem with whichever one you want to put forward, 
please let me know. I'm pretty well informed, and could probably answer any questions in short 
order.  
 
Many thanks for your help and support. 
 
Guntram Mueller  
 
 

CALLING FOR CONSTRUCTIVE GOOD FAITH U.S. PARTICIPATION IN 
INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT FORUMS 

 
 
WHEREAS, Article VI of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT), which entered into force in 1970, 
and is part of the supreme law of the land pursuant to Article VI of the U.S. Constitution, states: “Each 
of the Parties to the Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective measures 
relating to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament”; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 1996, the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the judicial branch of the United Nations 
(UN) and the highest court in the world on questions of international law, issued an authoritative 
interpretation of Article VI, unanimously concluding: “There exists an obligation to pursue in good faith 
and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict 
and effective international control”; and  
 
WHEREAS, forty-four years after the NPT entered into force, an estimated 16,400 nuclear weapons, 
most held by the U.S. and Russia, pose an intolerable threat to humanity, and there are no 
disarmament negotiations on the horizon; and  
 
WHEREAS, the U.S. and the eight other nuclear weapon possessing states are investing an estimated 
$100 billion annually to maintain and modernize their nuclear arsenals while actively planning to 
deploy nuclear weapons for the foreseeable future; and  
 
WHEREAS, the U.S.- Russian conflict over the Ukraine may lead to a new era of confrontation 
between nuclear-armed powers, and nuclear tensions in the Middle East, Southeast Asia and on the 
Korean peninsula remind us that the potential for nuclear war is ever present; and  
 
WHEREAS, in December 2012, the UN General Assembly established a working group open to all 
member states (the “Open-Ended Working Group”) “to develop proposals to take forward multilateral 
nuclear disarmament negotiations for the achievement and maintenance of a world without nuclear 
weapons,” and scheduled for September 26, 2013 the first-ever High-Level meeting of the UN General 
Assembly devoted to nuclear disarmament; and  
 
WHEREAS, in December 2013, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution which: “Calls for the 
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urgent commencement of negotiations, in the Conference on Disarmament, for the early conclusion of 
a comprehensive convention on nuclear weapons to prohibit their possession, development, 
production, acquisition, testing, stockpiling, transfer and use or threat of use, and to provide for their 
destruction;”…. “Decides to convene, no later than 2018, a United Nations high-level international 
conference on nuclear disarmament to review the progress made in this regard;” and “Declares 26 
September as the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons devoted to 
furthering this objective, including through enhancing public awareness and education about the 
threat posed to humanity by nuclear weapons and the necessity for their total elimination;” and  
 
WHEREAS, delegations representing 146 States, the UN, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, the Red Cross and Red Crescent movement and civil society organizations participated in the 
Second Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons held in Nayarit, Mexico, February 
13 – 14, 2014, to discuss global and long-term consequences of any nuclear detonation, accidental or 
deliberate, including impacts on public health, humanitarian assistance, the economy, the 
environment, climate change, food security and risk management; and  
 
WHEREAS, Juan Manuel Gómez Robledo, Mexico’s Vice Minister for Multilateral Affairs and Human 
Rights, Chair of the Nayarit Conference, concluded: “The broad-based and comprehensive discussions 
on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons should lead to the commitment of States and civil 
society to reach new international standards and norms, through a legally binding instrument…[The] 
time has come to initiate a diplomatic process conducive to this goal… compris[ing] a specific 
timeframe, the definition of the most appropriate fora, and a clear and substantive framework… The 
70th anniversary of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki attacks is the appropriate milestone to achieve our 
goal”; and  
 
WHEREAS, August 6 and 9, 2015 will mark the 70th anniversaries of the U.S. atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which killed more that 210,000 people by the end of 1945, while the 
remaining “hibakusha” (A-bomb survivors) continue to suffer from the physical and psychological 
effects of the bombings; and  
 
WHEREAS, the people of the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) continue to suffer from the health 
and environmental impacts of 67 above-ground nuclear weapons test explosions conducted by the 
U.S. in their islands between 1946 and 1958, the equivalent of 1.6 Hiroshima-sized bombs detonated 
daily for 12 years; and  
 
WHEREAS, the RMI on April 24, 2014 filed landmark cases in the ICJ against the U.S. and the eight 
other nuclear-armed nations claiming that they have failed to comply with their obligations, under the 
NPT and customary international law, to pursue negotiations for the worldwide elimination of nuclear 
weapons, and filed a companion case in U.S. Federal District Court; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Administration’s FY 2015 budget request for maintenance and modernization of 
nuclear bombs and warheads, at more than $8.7 billion, in constant dollars exceeds the amount spent 
in 1985 for comparable work at the height of President Reagan’s surge in nuclear weapons spending, 
which was the highest point of Cold War spending; and  
 
WHEREAS, this enormous commitment to modernizing nuclear bombs and warheads and the 
laboratories and factories to support those activities does not include even larger amounts of funding 
for planned replacements of delivery systems – the bombers, missiles and submarines that form the 
strategic triad; in total, according to the General Accounting Office, the U.S. will spend more than 
$700 billion over the next 30 years to maintain and modernize nuclear weapons systems; the James 
Martin Center places the number at an astounding one trillion dollars; and  
 
WHEREAS, this money is desperately needed to address basic human needs such as housing, food 
security, education, healthcare, public safety, education and environmental protection; and  
 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors has adopted resolutions each year since 2010 calling for 
deep cuts in nuclear weapons spending and redirection of those funds to meet the needs of cities and 
adopted an additional resolution in 2011 “Calling on Congress to Redirect Military Spending to 
Domestic Needs”; and in 2013 called on the U.S. to participate in good faith in the UN Open-Ended 
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Working Group and High-Level Meeting on nuclear disarmament, and the Nayarit Conference on the 
Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons; and  
 
WHEREAS, Mayors for Peace continues to advocate for the immediate commencement of negotiations 
to eliminate nuclear weapons by 2020 and its membership has grown ten fold since the “2020 Vision 
Campaign” was launched in 2003, surpassing 6,000 members in 158 countries, representing one 
seventh of the world’s population; and Mayors for Peace, with members in the U.S. and Russia; India 
and Pakistan, and Israel, Palestine and Iran can be a real force for peace,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newton Board of Aldermen expresses its deep 
concern that the UN Open-Ended Working Group on nuclear disarmament and the Nayarit Conference 
on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons took place without the participation of the U.S., 
Russia, the United Kingdom, France and China; that at the September 26, 2013 UN High-Level 
Meeting on nuclear disarmament, the U.S. joined with France and the UK in a profoundly negative 
statement, delivered by a junior British diplomat: “While we are encouraged by the increased energy 
and enthusiasm around the nuclear disarmament debate, we regret that this energy is being directed 
toward initiatives such as this High-Level Meeting, the humanitarian consequences campaign, the 
Open-Ended Working Group and the push for a Nuclear Weapons Convention”; and that the U.S. voted 
against the 2013 UN General Assembly resolution calling for urgent commencement of negotiations in 
the Conference on Disarmament for the early conclusion of a nuclear weapons convention; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Newton Board of Aldermen calls on the U.S. to participate 
constructively and in good faith in the Third Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear 
Weapons to be hosted by Austria in Vienna, December 8 – 9, 2014, and to press the other nuclear 
weapon states to do likewise; and BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that the U.S. Conference of Mayors calls 
on the U.S. to participate constructively and in good faith in urgent commencement of negotiations in 
the Conference on Disarmament for the early conclusion of a comprehensive convention on nuclear 
weapons, and to press the other nuclear weapon states to do likewise; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Newton Board of Aldermen commends the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands for calling to the world’s attention the failure of the nine nuclear-armed states to 
comply with their international obligations to pursue negotiations for the worldwide elimination of 
nuclear weapons, and calls on the U.S. to respond constructively and in good faith to the lawsuits 
brought by the RMI; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Newton Board of Aldermen calls on the U.S. to demonstrate a 
good faith commitment to its disarmament obligation under Article VI of the NPT by commencing a 
process to negotiate the global elimination of nuclear weapons within a timebound framework, under 
strict and effective international control, at the May 2015 NPT Review Conference, and to press the 
other nuclear weapon states to do likewise; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Newton Board of Aldermen urges President Obama to engage 
in intensive diplomatic efforts to reverse the deteriorating U.S. relationship with Russia; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Newton Board of Aldermen calls on the President and Congress 
to reduce nuclear weapons spending to the minimum necessary to assure the safety and security of 
the existing weapons as they await disablement and dismantlement, and to redirect those funds to 
meet the urgent needs of cities; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Newton Board of Aldermen proclaims September 26 as the 
International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons and supports activities to enhance 
public awareness and education about the threat posed to humanity by nuclear weapons and the 
necessity for their total elimination; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Newton Board of Aldermen encourages all U.S. mayors for join 
Mayors for Peace; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Newton Board of Aldermen expresses its continuing support for 
and cooperation with Mayors for Peace.  

#356-14



#356-14



#356-14



#356-14



#356-14



#356-14



 

#340‐14 

DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION 12/03/2014 

                                                                                                                                                                                    
CHAPTER _______ AN ACT TO AMEND THE CITY OF NEWTON CHARTER TO 
CHANGE THE TITLE OF NEWTON’S LEGISLATIVE BRANCH FROM “BOARD OF 
ALDERMEN” TO “CITY COUNCIL.” 
 
 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows: 
 
 
 
SECTION 1.  The City of Newton Charter is hereby amended to change the title of the City’s 
legislative branch from “Board of Aldermen” to “City Council” and to replace all references to 
“Board of Aldermen” and “Alderman” appearing therein to “City Council” and “Councillor”, 
respectively. The powers and duties of the legislative body shall not change. 
 
SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
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