
 
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will 
be provided to persons requiring assistance. If you have a special accommodation need, 
contact the Newton ADA Coordinator Trisha Guditz at 617-796-1156 or 
tguditz@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at (617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance 
of the meeting. 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

 IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 18, 2012 
 
7:45 PM Room 222 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#16-12 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an appropriation in the amount of 
seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) from Free Cash for the purpose of 
supplementing the Veterans’ Benefits Account.  [01/09/12 @ 5:21 PM] 

 
#371-10(2)  CLERK OF THE BOARD requesting acceptance of Chapter 40, Section 

8J of the Massachusetts General Laws regarding the establishment of the 
Commission on Disabilities. 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#422-06(2) ALD. HESS-MAHAN requesting that a task force be established to meet 
and prepare a report and recommendations regarding the regulation of 
noise, air pollution and best practices with respect to the operation of 
power equipment used in landscaping, property and yard maintenance, 
including, without limitation, leaf blowers. [01/27/09 @ 3:47 PM]  

 
#329-05(3) ALD. YATES requesting a discussion relative to amending the noise 

control ordinance to (A) prohibit the cumulative noise level from multiple 
pieces of equipment operating simultaneously on the same site to exceed 
the maximum noise levels allowed when measured at the nearest lot line 
and (B) to eliminate various exemptions in residential districts. 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV. AND PUB. FACIL. COMMITTEES 

#99-11 ALD. ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, DANBERG requesting that the 
Department of Public Works coordinate data on the impact of the snow 
removal ordinance from the Departments of Public Works, Parks & 
Recreation, Executive and Senior Services into a monthly report for the 
winters 2012 and 2013, which will be sent to the Public Facilities 
Committee that includes the following data:  (1) the number of people 
requesting exemptions; (2) the number of exemptions awarded; (3) the 
number of warning letters sent; (4) the ability of the City to maintain the 
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same standard regarding treating the surface to preserve safe passage; and 
(5) cost of the implementation of the program. 

 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE APPROVED 4-0 on 10/5/2011 
 
 
ITEMS NOT YET SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 

REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB FACIL. & FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#130-11 PAUL COLETTI, ALD. SANGIOLO, DANBERG, & JOHNSON 

requesting Home Rule Legislation to create a Capital Preservation Fund 
for the City of Newton modeled on the Community Preservation Fund to 
address the capital needs of the City.  [04/11/11 @9:42 PM] 

  FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 10/12/11 
  PUBLIC FACILITIES VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 

10/19/11 
   
#207-08(2) PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the 

Executive Department and various City Department heads regarding use of 
debt exclusions to address city needs. [03-14-11 @ 10:26AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FACIL. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#312-10  ALD. LENNON, LAPPIN, SCHNIPPER, SANGIOLO requesting a  

discussion with the School Committee on its plans to address space needs  
in the Newton public schools. [10-27-10 @11:07 AM] 

 FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY on 10/12/11PUBLIC 
FACILITIES VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY on 11/18/11 

  
#114-11(2) ALD. HESS-MAHAN & ALD. SALVUCCI requesting a discussion on 

the definition of “tot lot” in the ordinance and whether there are other play 
areas/structures which should be protected from the presence of dogs.   

   
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#383-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY13-FY17 Capital 
Improvement Program pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter 
and the FY12 Supplemental Capital budget which require Board of 
Aldermen approval to finance new capital projects over the next several 
years.  [10/31/11 @ 3:12 PM] 

  
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#245-10 ALD. SCHNIPPER requesting discussion with National Grid regarding 
the possible damage to trees as a result of gas leaks.  [09/01/10 4:00 PM] 

  
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#273-08 ALD. JOHNSON proposing a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor 
requesting that the Executive and Human Resources Departments develop 
a comprehensive human capital strategy for the city to include: 
performance management, talent development, succession planning, and 
compensation. [07/17/08 @ 9:53 AM] 
FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY on 3/8/10 
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#205-11 ALD. SANGIOLO, GENTILE, HARNEY, LINSKY requesting a 

discussion with the School Committee regarding a proposal to enter into 
contractual relationships with the Newton Schools Foundation to sell 
naming rights on behalf of the Newton Public Schools.  [06/22/2011 @ 
8:32AM]  

 
#298-09 ALD. MANSFIELD proposing Home Rule Legislation to amend Article 

2, Section 2-1(c) Composition; Eligibility; Election and Term of the 
Newton Charter to establish four-year terms for Aldermen-at-Large with 
the provision for one Aldermen-at-Large to be elected from each ward at 
each biennial municipal election. [09-29-09 @ 6:45 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#270-08 ALD. JOHNSON proposing a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor 
requesting that he work with the Board of Aldermen, School Department, 
and School Committee in order to determine the most effective and 
efficient way to organize the Information Technology Departments.  
[07/17/08 @ 9:53 AM] 
FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV., PUB.FAC. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#89-08 ALD. PARKER requesting the following: 

A) review of the maintenance practices for buildings, parks and 
other properties owned by the City (including School 
Department facilities and grounds) 

B) development of a comprehensive maintenance plan that 
includes regular schedules for preventive maintenance  for each 
specific site or facility 

C) a RESOLUTION requesting that implementation of said 
maintenance plan be funded using operating budget funds. 

[02/13/08 @ 12:07 PM] 
 FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 11/3/10 
 
 
                        Respectfully Submitted,   

 
Amy Sangiolo, Chairman 
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M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 8J 

Section 8J. A city which accepts the provisions of this section by vote of its city council, subject 
to the provisions of its charter, or a town which accepts the provisions of this section at an annual 
or special town meeting, may establish a commission on disability, hereinafter called the 
commission, to cause the full integration and participation of people with disabilities in such city 
or town. Such commission shall (1) research local problems of people with disabilities; (2) 
advise and assist municipal officials and employees in ensuring compliance with state and 
federal laws and regulations that affect people with disabilities; (3) coordinate or carry out 
programs designed to meet the problems of people with disabilities in coordination with 
programs of the Massachusetts office on disability; (4) review and make recommendations about 
policies, procedures, services, activities and facilities of departments, boards and agencies of said 
city or town as they affect people with disabilities; (5) provide information, referrals, guidance 
and technical assistance to individuals, public agencies, businesses and organizations in all 
matters pertaining to disability; (6) coordinate activities of other local groups organized for 
similar purposes.  

Said commission shall keep records of its meetings and actions and shall file an annual report 
which shall be printed in the city or town annual report and shall have at least ten meetings 
annually.  

Said commission shall consist of not less than five nor more than nine members. In cities, the 
members shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to the provisions of the city charter except that 
in cities having a Plan D or Plan E form of government said appointments shall be by the city 
manager, subject to the provisions of the charter, and in towns they shall be appointed by the 
selectmen, except towns having a town manager form of government, in which towns 
appointments shall be made by the town manager, subject to the approval of the selectmen and 
except towns having a town council form of government, the town manager. A majority of said 
commission members shall consist of people with disabilities, one member shall be a member of 
the immediate family of a person with a disability and one member of said commission shall be 
either an elected or appointed official of that city or town. The terms of the first members of said 
commission shall be for one, two or three years, and so arranged that the term of one-third of the 
members expires each year, and their successor shall be appointed for terms of three years each. 
Any member of said commission may, after a public hearing, if so requested, be removed for 
cause by the appointing authority. A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of a term 
shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as an original appointment. The 
chairperson and other officers shall be chosen by a majority vote of said commission members.  

Said commission may receive gifts of property, both real and personal, in the name of the city or 
town, subject to the approval of the city council in a city or the board of selectmen in a town, 
such gifts to be managed and controlled by said commission for the purposes of this section.  
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