
 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

 IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2011 
 
 
Present: Ald. Sangiolo (Chairman), Baker, Hess-Mahan, Linsky, Blazar, Merrill, Rice, 
Fischman 
City Staff: Shelley Chamberlain (Director of Information Technology for the School 
Department), Rebecca Smith (Committee Clerk) 
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#70-11 SUSAN ROBERTS, 250 Hammond Pond Parkway, 404 South, Chestnut 

Hill, appointed to the Commission on Disabilities for a term of office to 
expire on June 30, 2012. [02-28-11 @12:33PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 8-0 
 
NOTE:  The Committee discussed and voted upon item #’s 70-11, 71-11, and 72-
11 together. The appointees joined the Committee at the table and introduced themselves.  
Susan Roberts spoke first, sharing that her interest in the committee began when she was 
studying architecture and worked on commercial projects at a time when life safety laws 
and the American Disabilities Act came into effect.  In addition, her interest in advocacy 
grew after her son was diagnosed with autism.  When she heard about this Commission 
she knew it would be a good opportunity to utilize her knowledge of construction with 
her advocacy skills and asked to be considered for an appointment.   
 Rosemary Larking has been serving on the Mayor’s Committee for People with 
Disabilities since the early 1980’s.  She’s written legislation relating to disabilities and 
currently serves on the Governor’s Committee on Disabilities Policy.  

Jini Fairly has served on the Mayor’s Committee since 2001 or 2002.  Ms. Fairly 
has been losing her vision for the past twenty odd years and has dedicated her life to 
advocacy since that time.  She wants to continue work on the Commission so that she 
may continue her efforts to advocate for people in Newton.   
   Ald. Fischman asked what these appointees consider to be the biggest issues that 
the Commission will need to address.  Ms. Fairly noted that snow removal is a large 
issue, as well as signage, and access to parks, playgrounds, and other recreation areas.  
Additionally, making the Aldermanic Chamber an accessible location is a priority.   

Ms. Larking added that there are multiple issues within City Hall, noting 
specifically that the control for the heater in the area where she and others wait for The 
Ride is placed too high to be accessed. Furthermore, the button to open and close the door 
to City hall is too close to the door, so much so that when it is pressed the door ends up 
hitting the operator. This button used to be extended on a pole but that is no longer the 
case.  Before a change like this occurs, or the placement of such controls is decided, the 
Commission should be consulted. Ms. Larking also expressed her desire that handicapped 
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parking restrictions be better enforced especially since police are now allowed to go into 
private lots to ticket.   

Ms. Roberts suggested that City Hall should be the role model for the entire City 
and for the surrounding cities and towns.  She added that a lot of the information before 
the commission about costs of making accommodations is far too expensive.  The 
Commission could do a lot more if it was more aggressive in encouraging people to get a 
variety of bids. She explained that the bids she saw at the last meeting were ridiculous.  
Being more economical would mean being able to accomplish more. 

Ald. Fischman asked how successful the Chestnut Hill Towers evacuation was for 
disabled residents and if it showed any deficiencies. Ms. Roberts stated that all but 20 
people were able to get out under their own steam. The 20 that weren’t able were mostly 
those in wheelchairs; these residents got out with the aide of firefighters.   Ms. Roberts, a 
resident in the towers, stated that she’s initiated a warning system that will communicate 
whether there’s a true emergency. The warnings will be conveyed through all electronic 
methods of communication. She also suggested a system of having 2 fire captains on 
each floor who would be responsible for knocking on each door on their floor to ensure 
that people know that they need to get out of the building.    

Ald. Merrill moved approval of all three appointments which carried 
unanimously.   
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#71-11 ROSEMARY LARKING, 1600 Washington Street, Unit 117, Auburndale, 

appointed to the Commission on Disabilities for a term of office to expire 
on June 30, 2013 [02-28-11 @12:33PM]  

 
ACTION: APPROVED 8-0 
 
NOTE: See item 70-11. 
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#72-11 JINI FAIRLY, 80 Rowena Road, Newton Centre, appointed to the 

Commission on Disabilities for a term of office to expire on June 30, 
2013. [02-28-11 @12:33PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 8-0  
 
NOTE:  See item 70-11. 
 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#82-11 PAUL ELDRENKAMP, 667 Sawmill Brook Parkway, Newton Centre, 

reappointed to the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Homestead for a term 
of office to expire on February 1, 2013 (60 days 5/20/11)  [03-14-2011 @ 
5:39PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 8-0 
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NOTE: Item #’s 82-11, 83-11, and 84-11 we voted on simultaneously. After 
reviewing the resumes of these re-appointees the Committee voted unanimously to 
approve them without any hesitation.  
 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#83-11 KAREN HAYWOOD, 69 Walker Street, Newtonville, reappointed to the 

Board of Trustees of the Jackson Homestead for a term of office to expire 
on February 1, 2013 (60 days 5/20/11). [3-14-2011 @ 5:39PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 8-0 
 
NOTE:  See #82-11   
 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#84-11 LYNN SULLIVAN, 74 Fountain Street, West Newton, reappointed to the 

Board of Trustees of the Jackson Homestead for a term of office to expire 
on February 1, 2013 (60 days 5/20/11). [03-14-11 @ 5:39PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 8-0 
 
NOTE:  See #82-11 
 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#79-11  HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the 
sum of two hundred thirty-five thousand two hundred thirty-two dollars 
($235,232) from 2010-2011 E-Rate Reimbursement Funds for the purpose 
of upgrading school technology. [02/28/11 @ 6:47 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 8-0 
 
NOTE:  Shelley Chamberlain, Director of Information Technology for the public 
schools, joined the Committee at the table to discuss the item.  She explained that the 
goal of the appropriation is to upgrade the network so that it is capable of handling the 
demands that are put on it, especially given the fact that students are coming to school 
with 2-3 mobile devices which takes a toll on the network.  She explained that the E-Rate 
money can only be used for telecommunications, as is stipulated by the federal 
government.   
   Ald. Fischman stated his concern about keeping capabilities equal between the 
two high schools and asked if this would create an imbalance.  Ms. Chamberlain 
explained that this would give equal network capability to both high schools as it would 
allow the City to increase to a 10 gig network.  She did note, however, that NNHS is a 
little better off when it comes to 1 on 1 computing for wireless, but are definitely working 
towards getting Newton South up to the same standard. She agreed that it is important for 
the two high schools to have the same capabilities.   

Ald. Linsky asked if it would make sense to invest in a 20 gig network. Ms. 
Chamberlain explained that 10 gig is a huge increase and is state of the art.  No other 
school system in the state has upgraded to the 10 gig network; 20 gigs would be an 
unnecessarily large increase. She also stated that should any more money be spent it 
should go into upgrading the City’s network capabilities.  
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Ald. Baker moved approval of the item which carried unanimously.   
 
#355-10  PRESIDENT LENNON and ALD. LAPPIN requesting a change to the 

rules of the Board of Aldermen to eliminate the Real Property & Reuse 
Committee. Issues regarding reuse of public buildings to be referred to the 
Public Facilities Committee and issues regarding reuse of City owned land 
would be referred to the Land Use Committee. Effective date of this 
change will be January 1, 2012. [11/26/2010 @ 11:59 AM]  

 REFERRED TO RULES SUBCOMMITTEE 12/8/10 
ACTION: HELD 8-0 
 
NOTE: Item #’s 355-10, 356-10, 357-10, and 357-10(2) were discussed together. 
Ald. Baker, Chair of the Rules Subcommittee, gave a brief synopsis of the discussion that 
the Rules Subcommittee had immediately before the Programs and Services Committee 
convened (see 04-06-11 Rules Subcommittee Report).  Following his brief update, the 
Programs and Services Committee moved to hold the items again until the Rules 
Committee completes its discussion.   

 
#356-10  PRESIDENT LENNON and ALD. LAPPIN requesting a change to the 

rules of the Board of Aldermen to eliminate the Post-Audit Committee. 
All post audit/follow-up items will be discussed in the substantive 
committee that originally heard the item. Effective date of this change will 
be January 1, 2012.[11/26/2010 @ 11:59 AM]  

 REFERRED TO RULES SUBCOMMITTEE 12/8/10 
ACTION: HELD 8-0 
 
NOTE: See #355-10. 
 
#357-10  PRESIDENT LENNON and ALD. LAPPIN requesting a change to the rules of 

the Board of Aldermen to eliminate the Committee on Community 
Preservation. All Community Preservation items will be referred to the Finance 
Committee. Effective date of this change will be January 1, 2012. [11/26/2010 
@ 11:59 AM]  

 REFERRED TO RULES SUBCOMMITTEE 12/8/10 
ACTION: HELD 8-0 
 
NOTE: See #355-10.  
 
#357-10(2) ALD. YATES proposing a change in the proposed rule to eliminate the 

Committee on Community Preservation:  community preservation items 
relating to housing and recreation shall be referred to the Programs and 
Services Committee; items relating to historic preservation and open 
space shall be referred to the Zoning and Planning Committee; all items 
shall then be referred to the Finance Committee. [12/6/2010 @ 10:57PM]  

 REFERRED TO RULES SUBCOMMITTEE on 01-19-11 
ACTION:  HELD 8-0 
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NOTE: See #355-10.  
 
 
 
     

Respectfully Submitted,   
 
Amy Sangiolo, Chairman 
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