
 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

 IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, May 18, 2011 
 
Present: Ald. Sangiolo, Hess-Mahan, Fischman, Linsky, Merrill, Blazar, Rice 
Absent: Ald. Baker 
City Staff: Bob DeRubeis (Commissioner of Parks and Recreation), Rebecca Smith 
(Committee Clerk) 
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor: 
#115-11 KATHERINE JORDAN-QUERN, 13 Prospect Street, West Newton, 

appointed to the Newton Child Care Commission for a term of office to 
expire on January 1, 2012. [04/11/11 @3:28PM] (60 days to expire on 
June 19, 2011) 

ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE:  Item #115-11 and #116-11 were discussed together.  The appointees 
joined the Committee at the table.  Ms. Jordan-Quern spoke first.  She has been a daycare 
provider for 34 years and would like to give back to the city. Over the years she’s 
gathered much experience with children and with fundraising. Ms. Neal spoke next and 
shared that she first started as a teacher at Angier. She has a background in development 
and thought the combination of her experiences was a good match to the Commission. 

Ald. Linsky inquired about their thoughts about upon joining the Child Care 
Commission. Ms. Jordan-Quern discussed her thoughts about assisting people with 
scholarships and how important that service is.  She shared that she sees herself as 
providing the most assistance behind the scenes with development.  She suggested that 
events geared towards families with children ages 3, 4, and 5, be organized again, as they 
had been in the past.  She expects that attendance would be high for such events and that 
revenue could be generated.   

Ms. Neal added that her strongest asset is her writing skills and is looking to 
contribute on that front. She wrote for Nobles and Belmont hill, writing for the alumni 
magazines, websites, and composing donor letters and solicitation.   
 Ald. Fischman asked Ms. Neal about what jumps out as fundraising opportunities. 
Ms. Neal feels she has opportunities through her involvement with Zervas, where one of 
her children attend.  She is looking forward to, and is confident that, she can build upon 
those relationships as well as forge new ones.    

Ald. Blazar discussed how shocked he is by the cost of child care and inquired 
about how much help the Child Care Commission is in helping people find affordable 
and credible care. He expressed that it would be great to have some sort of credible 
source for people to choose care providers from. Both appointees agreed.  

After this brief discussion there was a motion to approve which carried 
unanimously.   
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Appointment by His Honor the Mayor: 
#116-11 KIM NEAL, 71 Beethoven Avenue, Waban, appointed to the Newton 

Child Care Commission for a term of office to expire on January 1, 2013.  
[04/11/11 @3:27PM] (60 days to expire on June 19, 2011) 

ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE: See #115-11 
 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor: 
#117-11 KATHERINE DONOVAN, 46 Oakland Street, Auburndale, appointed to 

the Newton Child Care Commission for a term of office to expire on 
January 1, 2013.  [04/07/11 @3:35PM] (60 days to expire on June 19, 
2011) 

ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE: After reviewing Ms. Donovan’s resume the Committee voted without 
hesitation to approve her re-appointment.  
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor:  
#118-11 PENNY CAPONIGRO, 63 Hyde Street, Newton Highlands, appointed to 

the Urban Tree Commission for a term of office to expire on May 1, 2014. 
[04/11/11 @3:27PM] (60 days to expire on June 19, 2011) 

ACTION: HELD 6-0 (Linsky not voting) 
 
NOTE: Ms. Caponigro was not in attendance this evening and her appointment 
was held.  The item will be discussed and voted on at 7:15pm on June 6 (immediately 
before the full Board meeting).  
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor: 
#119-11 ELIZABETH WILKINSON, 14 Trowbridge Street, Newton Centre, 

appointed to the Urban Tree Commission for a term of office to expire on 
May 1, 2014.  [04/11/11 @3:27PM] (60 days to expire on June 19, 2011) 

ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE: Though Ms. Wilkinson was unable to attend this evening, Ald. Sangiolo 
urged the Committee to approve this appointment as Ms. Wilkinson has been an active 
member of the community and was formerly a Trustee with the Newton Library.  Ald. 
Blazar seconded this recommendation, stating he knows Ms. Wilkinson as well. He 
shared that she is on the Newton Tree Conservancy and the library’s Board of Trustees.  
Ald. Blazar then moved approval.  The motion carried unanimously. 
  
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor: 
#120-11 BARBARA DARNELL, 296 Lake Avenue, Newton Highlands, appointed 

to the Urban Tree Commission for a term of office to expire on May 1, 
2014. [04/11/11 @3:27PM] (60 days to expire on June 19, 2011) 
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ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE: Ms. Darnell joined the committee at the table to discuss her appointment. 
Ms. Darnell has been working with Newton Tree Conservancy for a number of years.  
Ms. Darnell informed the committee about the different efforts as of late to manage trees 
and replant those lost; she shared that Newton is losing trees at a rate of 450 per year..  
She stressed the importance of trees and of the work that is done to preserve and replace 
them.    
 Ald. Linsky asked what we should be bringing into the mix that may make a 
difference.  Ms. Darnell noted that money of course is a factor.  She also noted that they 
are trying to plant a variety of trees and are aware about placing trees in appropriate areas 
(i.e. shorter trees where there are overhead wires).  

Ald. Blazar asked about how the Urban Tree Commission fits in with Tree 
Conservancy and Parks and Recreation. Ms. Darnell explained that the Tree Conservancy 
is a 501c(3) and is able to fundraise.  Ald. Sangiolo elaborated, noting that the Urban 
Tree Commission is in charge of street trees, the Tree Conservancy is a private 
organization whose mission  is in part, to assist the Tree Commission and Parks and 
Recreation.    

There was a brief discussion about the progress of the gas leak issue.  Ald. 
Sangiolo shared that last she heard from the City Solicitor talks were still going on.   Ms.  
Darnell recalled that there are still negotiations going on.    

Ald. Rice then moved approval of the appointment which carried unanimously.   
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor:   
#121-11 MICHAEL GOLDMAN, 14 Saxon Terrace, Newton Highlands, appointed 

to the Newton Farm Commission for a term of office to expire on July 31, 
2014. [04/11/11 @5:27PM] (60 days to expire on June 19, 2011).  

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0 (Linsky not voting) 
 
Clerk’s Note: This item was inadvertently assigned to the Programs and Services 
Committee when it in fact belongs in Committee on Community Preservation.  
Committee on Community Preservation discussed and voted the approval of this 
appointment on May 24.  
 
NOTE: Michael Goldman joined the Committee for the discussion of his 
appointment to the Farm Commission.  Mr. Goldman has a great interest in serving on 
this commission as he has been involved in food and agriculture for much of his life and 
because he sees Newton Community Farm as a terrific resource that produces food and 
fulfills a number of educational purposes.  Mr. Goldman was involved in Vista where  he 
organized pre-order food coops in low income communities in northeastern CT.  Mr. 
Goldman went on to obtain a master’s degree in agricultural economics and then became 
involved with Heifer International, working on small farms in West Africa. Mr. Goldman 
shared that he knows the Farm Commission is supposed to ensure that the Farm isn’t a 
financial burden to the City; being the Director of Finance and Administration for a 
Cambridge based nonprofit, he is confident that he can aid the organization in that regard.   
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Ald. Hess-Mahan asked Mr. Goldman if he has any ideas for expansion or 
changes, Mr. Goldman shared that he’d like to increase student involvement in some 
way.  Mr. Goldman also shared that there is some expansion and rehabilitation of some 
property in Nahanton Park- expanding the farm would give more opportunity for more 
people to get involved.   

Ald. Blazar inquired about the non-profit that Mr. Goldman works for. Mr. 
Goldman shared that the organization is called Families First Parenting, which runs 
parenting workshops for low income families.  The programs are facilitated and are 
highly interactive.  

Ald. Fischman asked if there are there things this farm can do to sustain itself and 
to expand.  Mr. Goldman shared that one that he sees right now is the opportunity for the 
farm to have demonstrations for the public.  He shared that they are also eligible for a 
grant to form hoop houses, which is something that would be interesting for the 
community and would initiate education on raising crops in the New England climate. 
 Following this brief discussion Ald. Fischman moved approval of the item which 
carried unanimously.   
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor:   
#122-11 NANCY BROWN, 161 Highland Avenue, West Newton, appointed to the 

Council on Aging for a term of office to expire on April 1, 2013.  
[04/11/11 @3:27PM] (60 days to expire on June 19, 2011). 

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0 (Linsky not voting) 
 
NOTE:  Nancy Brown could not be in attendance this evening but Ald. Hess-
Mahan moved approval due to his personal knowledge of her and her relative experience.  
The committee moved approval and voted unanimously to approve the motion.   
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor:   
#123-11 SUSAN PALEY, 1525 Commonwealth Avenue, West Newton, appointed 

to the Council on Aging for a term of office to expire on April 1, 2013.  
[04/11/11 @5:26PM] (60 days to expire on June 19, 2011). 

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0 (Linsky not voting) 
 
NOTE:  Ms. Paley joined the committee at the table to discuss her appointment. 
About 20 years ago Ms. Paley got involved with the creation of the Senior Center; she 
was one of the founding board members, when the Senior Center had a board separate 
from the Council on Aging.  Over the years that she was involved, Ms. Paley served as 
the treasurer and the secretary.  She left the board to spend more time with her young 
daughter, but with her daughter now grown she has gotten involved again.  Assuming she 
is approved, Ms. Paley will become the Vice Chair of the Council.  Ms. Paley discussed 
briefly the overhaul that the Senior Center is going through right now and stated that 
there will be a shift to reinvent the Senior Center to make it appealing to younger seniors 
as well.  A motion to approve was made and was unanimously carried through 
Committee.   
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#143-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and 

expend the sum of ninety-seven thousand eight hundred five dollars 
($97,805) from Free Cash for the purpose of funding costs associated with 
tree emergencies through June 30, 2011. [04-25-11 5:54 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0 (Rice not voting) 
 
NOTE: Bob DeRubeis, Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, joined the 
Committee for a brief discussion on the item.  The money requested will cover 
emergency costs going back to January 1st of this year and will carry the department 
through the rest of this fiscal year (end date: June 30th).  Included in those costs is the 
amount for the tub grinder to eliminate brush piles located at Nahanton and Rumford. 
The cost to rent this is about $20,000.   

Ald. Linsky asked Commissioner DeRubeis how often Parks and Recreation uses 
that kind of machinery. He replied that they only use it once or twice a year as it is so 
expensive. Ald. Linsky followed up asking what the acquisition cost would be of such a 
piece of equipment.  Commissioner DeRubeis estimated that it would cost at least 
$500,000 but he would get a clear answer and let the committee know.  

Ald. Merrill moved approval of the item which carried unanimously.   
 
#52-07 ALD. PARKER, SANGIOLO, MANSFIELD, HARNEY, DANBERG, 

VANCE, LINSKY, HESS-MAHAN, BURG, ALBRIGHT & JOHNSON 
requesting an ordinance amendment to create a health care advisory 
committee whose function would be to recommend measures to control  
the rate of increase of health insurance costs, as recommended by the 
Newton Finance & Management Working Group in 2005 and the Blue  
Ribbon Commission on the Municipal Budget in 2007.  
[02/09/07 @ 12:36 PM] 

ACTION:      HELD 6-0 (Linsky not voting) 
 
NOTE:  This item was held without discussion as the docketers would like to further 
discuss a plan of action for this before it comes to Committee again.  The Committee 
voted unanimously to hold the item.   
 
 
     

Respectfully Submitted,   
 
Amy Sangiolo, Chairman 
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