
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible, and reasonable accommodations will 
be provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, 
please contact the Newton ADA Coordinator Kathleen Cahill, 617-796-1125, via email at 
KCahill@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at (617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance 
of the meeting date. 
 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

 IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2010 
 
8:00PM  
Room 222  
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#240-10  KAREN LISCHINSKY, 230 Walnut Street, Newtonville, appointed as a 

member of the YOUTH COMMISSION for a term of office to expire 
September 7, 2013 (60 days 10/6/10). [8/30/10 @5:14 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#360-09(2) PROGRAM & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting a discussion to 
explore possible sources of revenue to fund an off leash dog park system 
in the City.  [11/06/09 @ 10:44 AM] 

 FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 
 
#254-10 ALD. FREEDMAN, SANGIOLO, JOHNSON SWISTON, & RICE 

requesting a discussion with the Child Care Commission regarding 
changes which have been made, or are planned to be made, in light of a 
decreasing budget. [9/13/2010 @ 4:06pm] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#230-10            HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an appropriation in the amount of 
eight hundred twenty- one thousand six hundred sixty-four dollars 
($821,664) from FY’11 Revenue for the purpose of supplementing the 
FY11 School Department budget.  This sum represents a portion of the 
state aid for the City of Newton in the Commonwealth’s adopted FY’11 
budget.  [08/02/10 @ 4:59 PM] 

 
#125-09 THE POST AUDIT & OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE requesting creation 

of a public tree protection ordinance and amendment of the current tree 
ordinance as recommended in the Tree Preservation Ordinance Report. 
[04/17/09 @ 9:14 PM]  
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#207-10 ALD. SANGIOLO, YATES, FISCHMAN, JOHNSON requesting a 

discussion with the Newton Housing Authority regarding the various 
housing programs offered and the process and procedures in (1) selection 
of appropriate housing for tenants with special needs (2) any special 
services offered to tenants with disabilities (3) resolution of tenant 
disputes and possible eviction procedures and (4) tenant resources and 
recourse in the event of tenant complaints. [7/7/10 @8:53 AM]  

 
 
ITEMS NOT YET SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
#83-07(2)  ALD. YATES proposing a RESOLUTION to the City’s representatives 

and senator in the General Court asking them to co-sponsor the legislation 
of the Massachusetts Municipal Association that would give cities and 
towns the same power to determine their health care costs that agencies of 
the State have.[9/13/2010 @ 9:38am) 

  
 
206-10 VETERANS’AGENT requesting a discussion and support for the 

replacement of the WWII Honor Roll on the grounds of City Hall at the 
intersection of Walnut Street and Commonwealth Avenue.  [07/06/10 @ 
4:41 PM]  HELD 6-0 (Ald. Hess-Mahan not voting 7-14-2010) 

 
 
#95-09(2) PROGRAMS & SERVICE COMMITTEE requesting establishment of an 

Advisory Committee to review processes of the Board of Aldermen and 
report recommended efficiency improvements to the Board of Aldermen.  
Members of the Advisory Committee shall be appointed by the Chairman 
and Vice Chairman of the Programs & Services Committee and the 
President of the Board.  [11/16/09 @ 3:59 PM] 

 
#98-10 ALD. YATES requesting that the Board of Aldermen and His Honor the 

Mayor take all possible steps to change state law to save local costs by 
giving cities and towns the right to negotiate health plans on the same 
basis as the Commonwealth.  Such steps would include, but not be limited 
to, joining the Coalition to Save our Communities and notifying our city 
legislators of our urgent concern about this matter. [03/23/10 @ 4:29 PM] 

 
 

REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
 
#262-10 PRESIDENT LENNON AND ALDERMAN FULLER 

recommending that the 2010 – 2011 Rules and Orders of the Board 
of Aldermen be amended to establish a FINANCIAL AUDIT 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE.  The advisory committee will report 
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to the Board of Aldermen through the Finance Committee.  The 
focus of the committee’s work will be on the annual financial audit 
of the City and any other fiscal accountability matters, as deemed 
important by the Finance Committee, needing review.  [09-13-10 
@ 1:52 PM] 

 APPROVED BY FINANCE 7-0 
 
 

REFERRED TO PUB SAFETY & TRANS AND PROG & SERV COMMITTEES 
#20-10 ALD. HESS-MAHAN AND HARNEY requesting special legislation 

prohibiting the use of handheld mobile devices to send, read or receive 
electronic messages while operating a motor vehicle within the City of 
Newton and in order to protect its citizens and to limit unnecessary motor 
vehicle accidents, injuries, and fatalities, and that the appropriate 
committees conduct a public hearing to examine the feasibility thereof. 
[01/04/10 @ 5:07 PM] 

  
#363-09 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion to increase the tobacco seller 

license fee. [09/13/19 @ 1:07 PM] 
 
#298-09 ALD. MANSFIELD proposing Home Rule Legislation to amend Article 

2, Section 2-1(c) Composition; Eligibility; Election and Term of the 
Newton Charter to establish four-year terms for Aldermen-at-Large with 
the provision for one Aldermen-at-Large to be elected from each ward at 
each biennial municipal election. [09-29-09 @ 6:45 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES AND PROG AND SERV 

#8-09 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, LINSKY, ALBRIGHT, FREEDMAN, 
MANSFIELD, JOHNSON, HARNEY & VANCE proposing an ordinance 
requiring that the installation of synthetic in-filled turf athletic fields on city-
owned property shall use sustainable, recyclable, lead-free, non-toxic products to 
the maximum extent feasible. [12/30/08 @ 9:55 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO LAND USE AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEES 

#474-08(2) ALD. HESS-MAHAN & VANCE proposing that Article X of the Rules 
& Orders of the Board of Aldermen be amended to conform with a  
 proposed amendment to Chapter 30 re transfer of the special permit  
granting authority to the Zoning Board of Appeals and/or the Planning &  
Development Board for projects that are not classified as Major Projects 
pursuant to Article X. 

 
#306-08 ALD. BAKER, DANBERG, MANSFIELD & PARKER requesting 

discussion of how swimming at Crystal Lake might be lawfully and safely 
extended beyond mid-August. [08/26/08 @ 5:03 PM]  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
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#274-08 ALD. JOHNSON AND SANGIOLO proposing a RESOLUTION to His 

Honor the Mayor requesting that he create a plan to move the Child Care 
Commission to a self-sustaining model for FY2010. [07/17/08 @ 9:53 
AM] 
FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#273-08 ALD. JOHNSON proposing a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor 
requesting that the Executive and Human Resources Departments develop 
a comprehensive human capital strategy for the city to include: 
performance management, talent development, succession planning, and 
compensation. [07/17/08 @ 9:53 AM] 
FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 

 
 
 

REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV. AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#271-08 ALD. JOHNSON proposing a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor 

requesting that he work with the Board of Aldermen, the Parks and 
Recreation Department, and the Department of Public Works in order to 
determine the most effective and efficient way to organize the work of 
managing our public resources. [07/17/08 @ 9:53 AM] 
FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#270-08 ALD. JOHNSON proposing a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor 
requesting that he work with the Board of Aldermen, School Department, 
and School Committee in order to determine the most effective and 
efficient way to organize the Information Technology Departments.  
[07/17/08 @ 9:53 AM] 
FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#258-08 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting discussion with the Executive Department 
regarding reorganization of senior transportation services and 
establishment of intra-village transportation systems.  
 [07/08/08 @ 1:29 PM] 
FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#207-08 ALD. BRANDEL AND SANGIOLO proposing that the following 
question be put before the Newton voters: 

 “Shall the City of Newton be allowed to exempt from the provisions of 
Proposition 2 ½ the amounts required to pay for the bond issuance in 
order to fund Newton North High School?” [05/21/08 @ 12:58 PM] 

 FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 
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#129-08 ALD. JOHNSON, SANGIOLO AND BRANDEL requesting 

establishment of a new Rule of Board of Aldermen stating that any new 
item submitted but not yet approved or accepted by the Full Board of 
Aldermen is prohibited from any formal or informal discussion by any 
formal, informal or special committee of the Board. 
 [03-24-08 @ 9:11 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV., PUB.FAC. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#89-08 ALD. PARKER requesting the following: 

A) review of the maintenance practices for buildings, parks and 
other properties owned by the City (including School 
Department facilities and grounds) 

B) development of a comprehensive maintenance plan that 
includes regular schedules for preventive maintenance  for each 
specific site or facility 

C) a RESOLUTION requesting that implementation of said 
maintenance plan be funded using operating budget funds. 

[02/13/08 @ 12:07 PM] 
  FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 
 
#287-07(2) ALD. PARKER requesting a discussion with Parks and Recreation 

Department in regards to an appropriate marker or plaque to honor and 
recognize Olympic figure skater and Newton resident Tenley Albright and  
her skating exhibition at the Crystal Lake upon her return from the 1956 
Olympic Games where she won a gold medal. [09/20/07 @ 1:22 PM] 

 
#262-07 ALD. VANCE AND HESS-MAHAN seeking approval by the Board of 

Aldermen of a home rule petition to the General Court that would 
authorize an amendment to the charter of the City of Newton that would 
change the length of terms of the members of the Board of Aldermen to  
three years and would provide for electing one-third of the aldermen, one 
from each ward, every year. [08/22/07 @ 3:53 PM] 

 
#82-07 ALD. YATES requesting that the City of Newton take all possible steps to 

persuade the General Court to allow the cities and towns to tax all 
telecommunications facilities in the City (which would yield at least $1.6 
million per year for Newton). [02/27/07 @ 10:21 PM] 

 
#52-07 ALD. PARKER, SANGIOLO, MANSFIELD, HARNEY, DANBERG, 

VANCE, LINSKY, HESS-MAHAN, BURG, ALBRIGHT & JOHNSON 
requesting an ordinance amendment to create a health care advisory 
committee whose function would be to recommend measures to control  
the rate of increase of health insurance costs, as recommended by the 
Newton Finance & Management Working Group in 2005 and the Blue  
Ribbon Commission on the Municipal Budget in 2007.  
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[02/09/07 @ 12:36 PM] 
 
#422-06(2) ALD. HESS-MAHAN requesting that a task force be established to meet 

and prepare a report and recommendations regarding the regulation of 
noise, air pollution and best practices with respect to the operation of 
power equipment used in landscaping, property and yard maintenance, 
including, without limitation, leaf blowers. [01/27/09 @ 3:47 PM] 

 
#370-06 ALD. SANGIOLO, PARKER, MANSFIELD requesting home rule 

legislation to allow advisory questions to be asked in a Newton special 
election. 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND PROGRAMS AND SERVICES COMMITTEES 
#245-06 ALD. JOHNSON AND HESS-MAHAN requesting an amendment to the 

City Charter to require the Mayor annually to prepare and submit to the 
Board of Aldermen a long-term financial forecast of anticipated revenue,  
expenditures and the general financial condition of the City, including, but 
not limited to identification of any factors which will affect the financial  
condition of the City; projected revenue and expenditure trends; potential 
sources of new or expanded revenues; anticipated municipal needs likely 
to require major expenditures;  and a strategic plan for meeting anticipated 
municipal needs, to include, but not be limited to, any long or short-term 
actions that may be taken to enhance the financial condition of the City. 

 FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 
 
#329-05(3) ALD. YATES requesting a discussion relative to amending the noise 

control ordinance to (A) prohibit the cumulative noise level from multiple 
pieces of equipment operating simultaneously on the same site to exceed 
the maximum noise levels allowed when measured at the nearest lot line 
and (B) to eliminate various exemptions in residential districts. 

 
#346-99 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting creation of an ordinance that would prohibit 

dogs (leashed or unleashed) from all elementary school playgrounds. 
     

Respectfully Submitted,   
 
Amy Sangiolo, Chairman 
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Telephone 
(617)796.11 00 

City ofNewton, Massachusetts 
Facsimile 

(617) 796·1113Office of the Mayor 
TDD/TTY 

(617) 796·1089 

SETTI D. WARREN E·mail 
MAYOR swarren@newtonma.gov 

September 30, 2010 

Honorable Board of Aldermen 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am writing to withdraw Docket Item # 240-10, the appointment of Karen Lischinsky as 
a member of the Youth Commission for the City ofNewton. 

It has come to my attention that she has been unavailable to appear before the Programs 
and Services Committee of the Board of Aldermen. I will be resubmitting her for 
appointment to the Commission in a separate letter to the Board. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

veruly yours, 

seL.warren 
Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 "*www.newtonma.gov 

DEDICATED TO COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE 

240-10

http:www.newtonma.gov
mailto:swarren@newtonma.gov
http:617)796.11


Off-Leash Area Working 
Group

Fees
Information for the Board of Aldermen

Program & Services Committee

October 6, 2010

360-09(2)



Off-Leash Area Fees
Residents/Non-Newton Residents who walk their own dog:


 

Must purchase a medallion. The medallion is renewed each year.


 

The medallion will be worn by the dog.


 

The medallion will be a brass medallion, the same as the dog license.  


 

There will be two different shaped brass medallions:



 

One shape will represent a fee that has been paid for the dog license 
ONLY 



 

The second shape will represent a fee that has been paid for the dog 
license & off-leash area permit



 

A permit must be purchased for all dogs using an off-leash area either 
with the owner or with a professional dog walker.



 

Resident fee: $50.00 per dog


 

Non-Newton resident fee: $100 per dog



 

Fine for non-compliance is $50.00/offense (ordinance sec.3-25)

360-09(2)

http://www.thefind.com/buy-acFFdNTgK?result_view_id=3b1f90f828615c251c5bf40f1b3c232c%3A0003&result_impression_id=3b1f90f828615c251c5bf40f1b3c232c%3A0017&srcquery=dog+brass


Off-Leash Area Fees
Professional dog walkers:


 

Must buy a medallion for the business as needed --these medallions are 
registered to the business, not the individual employee, given high turnover 
and part-time schedules (no picture on the medallion, but individuals must 
carry an ID with them).



 

Newton professional dog walking company fee: $250 for first medallion and 
$75 each additional medallion



 

Non-Newton professional dog walking company fee: $350.00 for the first 
medallion and $100.00 each additional medallion



 

Dogs in an off-leash area with a professional dog walker:


 

Each dog under the control of the professional dog walker must be wearing the 
brass medallion (off-leash area permit) purchased by the dog owner.



 

The Professional dog walker must be wearing the medallion purchased by the 
company for use of the off-leash area.



 

Fine for non-compliance is $50.00/offense (ordinance sec.3-25)

360-09(2)

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.officemax.co.nz/files/lge/lanyard2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.officemax.co.nz/index.php%3Fpage_id%3D108%26page%3D0%26view%3D119&usg=__s823tTM-PT7wC-u1IAnCuvK2784=&h=352&w=370&sz=11&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=hYPDA781gVR54M:&tbnh=116&tbnw=122&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dlanyard%26tbnid%3DhYPDA781gVR54M:%26tbnh%3D0%26tbnw%3D0%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-us%26ndsp%3D20%26imgtype%3Di_similar%26tbs%3Disch:1%26prmd%3Dis


Fee Process


 

Medallions for residents will be processed through the City Clerk’s office.



 

Residents will have the option when licensing their dog to purchase the off-leash 
area medallion.



 

Year round a resident may walk into the Clerk’s office for the off-leash area 
medallion.



 

An indemnification form will be signed by all applying for an off-leash area 
medallion.



 

Medallions for professional dog walkers will be processed in two steps:



 

Request & payment for the medallion will be processed through the City Clerk’s 
office



 

The City Clerk will provide a list to the P & R Department.


 

The P & R Department will create the medallion. The medallion may be picked up 
at 70 Crescent St. or mailed via U.S.P.S.



 

An indemnification form will be signed by all applying for an off-leash area 
medallion.

360-09(2)



Fee Process



 

A revolving account has been set up by the Parks & 
Recreation Department.



 

The City Clerk will receive a portion of the fee for administrative costs.



 

The remaining funds will be put towards the maintenance, etc. of the off- 
leash areas.



 

Donations will also be deposited into the revolving account.

360-09(2)
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Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Facsimile 

(617)796-1113Office of the Mayor 
TOO/TTY 

(617) 796-1089 

SETTI D. WARREN E-mail 
MAYOR swarren@newtonma.gov 

August 4,2010 

Honorable Board of Aldermen
 
Newton City Hall
 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue
 
Newton, MA 02459
 

Ladies and Gentlemen:' 

I write to amend a request that was originally submitted to your Honorable Board on 
August 2,2010. 

The original request was to amend the Adopted FY2011 Municipal Budget by increasing 
the appropriation for the Newton Public Schools by $793,146 and increasing the 
appropriation for State Assessments by $36,904. 

After further analysis, I ask that, rather than adjusting the budget by the above mentioned 
amounts, that your Honorable Board make the following adjustments: 

•	 Increase the FY2011 State Assessment appropriation by $8,386, to $4,970,628, and 
•	 Increase the FY2011 Newton Public School appropriation by $821,664 to 

$167,203,992 / 

Thank you for your consideration of this marter. 
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1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

.	 www.Iiewtonma.gov . """"'if 
DEDICATED TO COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE 

230-10
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Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

City ofNewton, Massachusetts Facsimile 
(617)796-1113 

Office of the Mayor TOO/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

E-mail 
swarren@newtonma.govSETH D. WARREN
 

MAYOR
 

August 2,·2010 

Honorable Board of Aldennen
 
Newton City Hall
 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue
 
Newton, MA 02459
 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I write to request that yourHonorable Board docket for consideration a request to amend the 
Adopted FY2011 Municipal Budget as follows: 

• Increase the FY2011 state assessment appropriation by $36,904 to $5,589,086, and 
• Increase the FY2011 Newton Public School appropriation by $793,146 to $167,175,474 

The Adopted FY2011 Municipal Budget was developed with the anticipation of a 10% reduction 
in state aid. However, the final state aid and assessment information in the Commonwealth's 
adopted FY2011 budget included an additional appr(1)priation in the amount of$830,050 for the 
City ofNewton. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

/ 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachuset 

www.newtonma.goy """if 
\. DEDICATED TO COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE 

\ 

230-10



C.S. 1-ER Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Revenue 
NOTICE TO ASSESSORS OF ESTIMATED RECEIPTS 

General Laws, Chapter 58, Section 25A 

NEWTON 

A.	 EDUCATION: 

Distributions and Reimbursements: 

1. Chapter 70 
2. School Transportation Chs. 71, 71A, 718 and 74 

3. Retired Teachers' Pensions Ch. 32, s. 20 (2) (e) 

4. Charter Tuition Reimbursements Ch. 71, s. 89 

Offset Items - Reserve for Direct Expenditure: 

5. School Lunch 1970, Ch. 871 

6. School Choice Receiving Tuition Ch. 76, s. 128, 1993, Ch. 71 

FY2011
 

13,343,503 /"
 

83,747 / 

32,219 

Sub-Total, All Education Items	 13,459,469 

B.	 GENERAL GOVERNMENT: 

Distributions and Reimbursements: 

1. Unrestricted General Government Aid 
2. Local Share of Racing Taxes 1981, Ch. 558 

3.	 Regional Public Libraries Ch. 78, s. 19C 

4. Police Career Incentive Ch. 41, s. 108L 

5. Urban Renewal Projects Ch. 121, ss. 53-57 

6. Veterans' Benefits Ch. 115, s. 6 

7.	 Exemptions: Vets, Blind, Surviving Spouses & Elderly 
Ch. 58, s. 8A; Ch. 59 s. 5 

8.	 State Owned Land Ch. 58, ss. 13-17 

Offset Item - Reserve for Direct Expenditure: 

9. Public Libraries Ch. 78, s. 19A 

Sub-Total, All General Government 

C. TOTAL ESTIMATED RECEIPTS, FISCAL 2011 

4,970,628 ./
 

55,113/ 

40,518.J
• 

255,241 

90,403
 

5,411,903 

18,871,372 

230-10



C.S. 1-EC Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Revenue FY2011 
NOTICE TO ASSESSORS OF ESTIMATED CHARGES 

General Laws, Chapter 59, Section 21 

NEWTON 

A. County Assessments: 

1. County Tax: Ch. 35, SS. 30, 31 

2. Suffolk County Retirement Ch. 61, Acts 0(2009, s. 10 

Sub-Total, County Assessments 

B. STATE ASSESSMENTS AND CHARGES: 

1. Retired Employees Health Insurance Ch. 32A, s. 108 

2. Retired Teachers Health Insurance Ch. 32A, s. 12 

3. Mosquito Control Projects Ch. 252, s. 5A . 

4. Air Pollution Districts Ch. 111, SS. 1428,142C 

5. Metropolitan Area Planning Council Ch. 408, SS. 26, 29 

6. Old Colony Planning Council 1967, Ch. 332 

7. RMV Non-Renewal Surcharge Ch. 90; Ch. 60A 

SUb-Total,· State Assessments 

C. TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITIES: 

1. MBTA Ch. 161A, SS. 8-9;1974, Ch. 825, SS. 6-7 

2. Boston Metro. Transit District 1929, Ch. 383; 1954, Ch. 535 

3. Regional Transit Ch. 1618, SS. 9, 10,23; 1973, Ch. 1141 

Sub-Total, Transportation Assessments 

D. ANNUAL CHARGES AGAINST RECEIPTS: 

1. Special Education Ch. 718, SS. 10, 12 

2. STRAP Repayments 1983, Ch. 637, s. 32 

Sub-Total, Annual Charges Against Receipts 

E. TUITION ASSESSMENTS: 

1. School Choice Sending Tuition Ch. 76, s. 128, 1993, Ch. 71 

2. CharterSchool Sending Tuition Ch. 71, s. 89 

3. Essex County Technical Institute Sending Tuition 1998, Ch. 300, s. 21 

Sub-Total, Tuition Assessments 

F. TOTAL ESTIMATED CHARGES, FISCAL 2011 

o
 
o
 

o
 

2,856 j
 

32,034
 
24,764
 

169,460 

229,114 

5,026,100 .; 
2,404 

5,028,504
 

48,549
 

48,549
 

7,800
 
275,119
 

282,919
 

5,589,086
 

For additional information about how the estimates were determined and what may cause them to change in .the future, please click on the 
follOWing link: Local Aid Estimate Program Summary. 

Released July 1,2010 

230-10
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(617) 796-1100 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Facsimile 

(617) 796-1 113Office of the Mayor 
TDD/TTY . 

(617) 796-1089 

SETTI D. WARREN E-mail 
MAYOR swarren@newtonma.gov 

August 4,2010. 

Honorable Board ofAldennen
 
Newton City Hall
 
.1000 Commonwealth Avenue
 
Newton,MA 02459
 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I write to amend a request that was originally submitted to your Honorable Board on 
August 2,2010. 

The original request was to amend the Adopted FY2011 Municipal Budget by increasing 
the appropriation for the Newton Public Schools by $793,146 and increasing the 
appropriation for State Assessments by $36,904. 

After further analysis, I ask that, rather than adjusting the budget by the above mentioned 
amounts, that your Honorable Board make the following adjustments: 

•	 Increase the FY2011 State Assessment appropriation by $8,386, to $4,970,628, and 
•	 Increase the FY2011 Newton Public School appropriation by $821,664 to 

$167,203,992 . I 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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Telephone 

(617) 796-1100 
City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Facsimile 
(617)796-1113Office of the Mayor 

TOo/TTY 
(617)796-1089 

SETTI D. WARREN E-mail 
MAYOR swarren@newtonma.gov 

August 2,2010 

Honorable Board of Aldermen 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I write to request that your Honorable Board docket for consideration a request to amend the 
Adopted FY2011 Municipal Budget as follows: 

• Increase the FY2011 state assessment appropriation by $36,904 to $5,589,086, and 
• Increase the FY2011 Newton Public School appropriation by $793,146 to $167,175,474 

The Adopted FY2011 Municipal Budget was developed with the anticipation of a 10% reduction 
in state aid. However, the final state aid and assessment information in the Commonwealth's 
adopted FY201lbudget included an additional appf0priation in the amount of$830,050 for the 
City ofNewton. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
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Board of Aldermen
 
City Hall
 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue
 
Newton, Massachusetts 02459
 

Dear Members of the Board of Aldemien: 

The purpose of this communication is to request that you make two changes in the City's
 
adopted fiscal year 2011 General Fund budget, based upon final state aid and assessment
 
information for Newton that was included in the Commonwealth's adopted FY 2011
 

.. budget. 

Adopted City Final State Increase/ 
Budget "Cherry Sheet" (decrease) 

Chapter 70 school aid $ 12,832,503 $ 13,343,503 $ 511,000 
Unrestricted general government aid 4,659,964 5,321,500 661,536 
Other cherry sheet aid 426,233 83,747 (342,486) 

Total cherry sheet aid '{1}	 17,918,700 18,748,750 830,050 

State assessments	 (5,552,182) (5,589,086) (36,904) 

Net state aid increase/(decrease) $ 12,366,518 $ 13,159,664 $ 793,146 

{1} Excludes $32,219 in sohoollunch
 

program aid and $90,403 in public
 
library aid that are included on the
 

Cherry Sheet, but are restndedfor
 

program purposes.
 

The recommended changes to the City budget are as follElws: 

. 1)	 Increase the fiscal year 2011 state assessment appropriation by $36,904 to
 
$5,589,086.
 

2)	 Increase the fiscal year 2011 Newton Public School appropriation by $793,146 to 
$167,175,474 

The funding source for these two budget changes is the $830,050 increase in state aid
 
referenced in the table presented above.
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C.S. 1-ER Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Revenue 
NOTICE TO ASSESSORS OF ESTIMATED RECEIPTS 

General Laws, Chapter 58, Section 25A 

NEWTON 

A. EDUCATION: 

Distributions and Reimbursements: 

1. Chapter 70 
2. School Transportation Chs. 71, 71A, 718 and 74 

FY2011
 

13,343,503/
 

3. Retired Teachers' Pensions Ch. 32, s. 20 (2) (c) 

4. Charter Tuition Reimbursements Ch. 71, s. 89 83,747 / 

Offset Items - Reserve for Direct Expenditure: 

5. School Lunch 1970, Ch. 871 

6. School Choice Receiving Tuition Ch. 76, s. 128, 1993, Ch. 71 

32,21.9 

Sub-Total, All Education Items 13,459,469 

B. GENERAL GOVERNMENT: 

Distributions and Reimbursements: 

1. Unrestricted General Government Aid 
2. Local Share of Racing Taxes 1981, Ch. 558 

4,970,628 ./'
 

3. Regional Public Libraries Ch. 78, s. 19C 

4. Police Career Incentive Ch. 41, s. 108L 

5. Urban Renewal Projects Ch. 121, ss. 53-57 

6. Veterans' Benefits Ch. 115, s. 6 

7. Exemptions: Vets, Blind, Surviving Spouses & Elderly 
Ch. 58, s. 8A; Ch. 59 s. 5 

8. State Owned Land Ch. 58, SS. 13-17 

55,113/ 

40,518.j
• 

255,241 

Offset Item - Reserve for Direct Expenditure: 

9. Public Libraries Ch. 78, s. 19A . 90,403 

Sub-Total, All General Government 5,411,903 

C. TOTAL ESTIMATED RECEIPTS, FISCAL 2011 18,871,372 
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C.S. 1-EC .' Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Revenue 
NOTICE TO ASSESSORS OF ESTIMATED CHARGES 

General Laws, Chapter 59, Section 21 

FY2011 

NEWTON 

A. County Assessments: 

1. County Tax: Ch. 35, ss. 30, 31 

2. Suffolk County Retirement Ch. 61, Acts of 2009, s. 10 

o 
o 

Sub-Total, County Assessments o 

B. STATE ASSESSMENTS AND CHARGES: 

1. Retired Employees Health Insurance Ch. 32A, s. 108 

2. Retired Teachers Health Insurance Ch. 32A, s. 12 

3. Mosquito Control Projects Ch. 252, s. 5A 

4. Air Pollution Districts Ch. 111, ss. 1428,142C 

5. Metropolitan Area Planning Council Ch. 408, ss. 26, 29 

6. Old Colony Planning Council 1967, Ch. 332 

7. RMV Non-Renewal Surcharge Ch. 90; Ch. 60A 

2,856 j 

32,034 
24,764 

169,460 

SUb-Total,' State Assessments 229,114 

C. TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITIES: 

1. MBTA Ch. 161A, ss. 8-9;1974, Ch. 825, ss. 6-7 

2. Boston Metro. Transit District 1929, Ch. 383; 1954, Ch. 535 

3. Regional Transit Ch. 1618, ss. 9, 10,23; 1973, Ch. 1141 

5,026,100 
2,404 

I 

Sub-Total, Transportation Assessments 5,028,504 

D. ANNUAL CHARGES AGAINST RECEIPTS: 

1. Special Education Ch. 718, ss. 10, 12 

2. STRAP Repayments 1983, Ch. 637, s. 32 

48,549 

Sub-Total, Annual Charges Against Receipts 48,549 

E. TUITION ASSESSMENTS: 

1. School Choice Sending Tuition Ch. 76, s. 128, 1993, Ch. 71 

2. CharterSchool Sending Tuition Ch. 71, s. 89 

3. Essex County Technical Institute Sending Tuition 1998, Ch. 300, s. 21 

7,800 
275,119 

Sub-Total, Tuition Assessments 282,919 

F. TOTAL ESTIMATED CHARGES, FISCAL 2011 5,589,086 

For additional information about how the estimates were determined and what may cause them to change in the future, please click on the 
following link: Local Aid Estimate Program Summary. 

Released July 1,2010 
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SETTI D. WARREN
 
MAYOR
 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Facsimile 

(617) 796-1113Office of the Mayor 
TOO/TrY 

(617) 796-1089 

E-mail 
swarren@newtonma.gov . 

August 2, 2010 

Honorable Board ofAldermen 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I write to request that your Honorable Board docket for consideration a request to transfer the 
sum of $30,000 from the Angier School Boiler Replacement Project to the Williams School 
Boiler Replacement Project. 

The boiler replacement project at the Angier School was completed with a surplus of$30,000, 
while the bids for the boiler replacement project at the Williams School exceeded the City's 
estimates. The Public Buildings Department is currently re-bidding the Williams School project 
with the anticipation of reducing the cost of the project. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

SettiD. Warren 
Mayor 
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DEDICATED TO COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE 

230-10



..
 
.......
 

City of Newton 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT 
Telephone: (617)796-1600. 

Fax: (617)796-1601 
TTY: (617) 796-1089 
52 ELLIOT STREET 

NEWTON HIGHlANDS, MA 02461-1605 

Sctli D. Warren 
Mayor 

August 2, 2010 

The Honorable Setti D. WaiTen
 
Mayor
 
Newton City Hall
 
1000 Commonwealth A venue
 
Newton Centre, MA 02459
 

RE: Williams School Boiler Replacement 

Dear Mayor Warren: 

The Public Buildings Department respectfully requests an additional sum of $30,000.00 to 
cover the cost ofthe replacement ofone ofthe boilers at the Williams School. The bid for 
this project exceeded the original estimate. We are re-bidding this project with the hopes of 
modifying the bid to reduce the cost, but are requesting the additional funds should the revised 
bid price come in higher than we anticipate. 

The boiler replacement project at the Angier School is complete and funds in the amount of 
$30,000.00 are a~ailable to be used to cover the additional cost at the Williams School. The 
account number from which funds are available is 31Ll J5Cl-5825. 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact my office. 

Sincerely, 

~2J~ 
Arthur F. Cabral
 
Interim Commissioner of Public Buildings
 

AFC:dl. 
CC: RnbertRooney. Chi.fOperating Officer 

Maureen Lemieu.'I., ChiefFinaneial omeer 
losh Morse, facilities ""d Operalions Supervisor
 
Michael Cronin, ChiefofOperations
 
Corol Cbafetz, DircelorofOperaJions IlIld Environmental Affairs
 

230-10



Rebecca.Smith 

Date sent: Fri, 24 Sep 201015:28:33 -0400 
Subject: FY11 Newton Public Schools Supplemental Appropriation 
To: rsmith@newtonma.gov 
Copies to: dwilkinson@newtonma.gov ,mlemieux@newtonma.gov, 

"David Fleishman" <david_fleishman@newton.k12.ma.us>, secker@newtonma.gov, 

clasok@aol.com, reenie.murphy@comcast.net, 

"Sean Mannion" <Sean_Mannion@newton.k12.ma.us>, 

"Susan Dzikowski" <Susan_Dzikowski@newton.k12.ma.us>, swarren@newtonma.gov, 

dolson@newtonma.gov, i'Mary Burns" <Mary_Burns@newton.k12.ma.us>· 


From: "Sandy Guryan" <sandY--9uryan@newton.k12.ma.us> 

I am writing to confirm that the funding for the completion of the Newton 

Public Schools FY11 Budget as agreed in June 2010 was based on final 

Massachusetts State Aid to the City of Newton. These funds in the 

amount of $821,664 will close the budget gap as agreed for FY11. The 

funds will be used to complete the school budget funding for Health 

Insurance and will be applied to one line item. 


Please contact me if you have any questions about the FY11 school 

budget. 


Thank you, 

Sandy Guryan 

Printed for Rebecca Smith, 24 Sep 2010, 15:40 Page 1 of 1 
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Overview of the Tree. Preservation Ordinance

On December 1999 the Newton Board of Alderman and Mayor enacted the
Tree Preservation Ordinance

The City's Tree Warden is assigned the task of overseeing and enforcing the
Tree Preservation Ordinance. Under City regulations the Parks and Recrea
tion Commissioner is the Tree Warden. The Duties of Tree Warden are as
signed to the Director of Urban Forestry (here in referred to as the Director).
The Director is responsible for reviewing all applications, forms and plans
submitted by the public. The Director is also responsible for the inspection
of all projects for compliance.

Basic Steps in the procedure

1. Property owner fills out one of two forms

a. Certificate of Exemption - form filed with Inspectional Services
and copied to the Director. - - No further action is required. Per
son may remove tree at this time. TtJe Director may inspect the
property if it appears that the property is not actually exempt.

b. Application for tree removal permit - form filed with Director. In
cluded materials may be site plan, existing condition plan, pro
posed construction plan including plantings, and tree protection
information and assessments from Certified Arborist.

2. The Director reviews the site and site plan· including the trees to be re
moved and their species, size, and condition.

3. The Director reviews the proposed construction, its impacts on any pro
tected trees to remain and the planting plan. It is at this time that any
payment, if required, must be received.

4. Any issues or corrections that are needed are conveyed to the applicant
for correction.

5. Once all plans, forms and paper work are acceptable and/or corrected
the applicant is notified that they have been approved.

6. The Director may periodically inspect the site to insure compliance with
the Tree Preservation Ordinance.

7. Once the project is complete the applicant is to notify the Director that
the project is complete. At this time an inspection. is made to insure that
all the provisions of the approval were followed including that all pro
posed trees were planted according to the plan.

10 ~
.."

CITY OF NEWTON DIVISION OF URBAN FORESTRY
TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE REPORT· 2009 ........" .. ,,!j



... -.,. . ~ .

ess

Section 20-33 (g) allows any aggrieved person to appeal the decision of the
Director. This appeal process is directed to the Mayor.

2.(g) Appeal: Any person aggrieved by a dedsion of the tree warden may file an appeal with
the mayor or his designee. Said appeal must be in 0 writing and must be received by the
mayor or his designee within five (5) business days of issuance of the tree warden's doo
sian. Upon receipt of such appeal, the mayor oro his designee shall provide a copy to the
clerk of the board of aldermen and to each alderman for the ward in which the trees are
located. The mayor or his designee shall make a final dedsion on the matter within thirty
(30) days from the date of receipt of the appeal. The mayor or his designee shall indude in
the doosion the rationale therefor. Upon issuance of the final decision, the mayor or his
designee shall provide a copy to the derk of the board of aldermen and to each ward alder
man for the ward in which the trees are located. There shall be no further appeal of the
matter decided by the mayor or his designee. No protected trees shall be removed while an
appeal is pending. (Ord. No. V-275, 12-6-99; Ordo No. X-202, 04-03-06)

Typical steps of the appeal process

1. The Director denies an applicant's Application for Tree Removal Permit.
The denial will cite the reason(s) for denial.

2. Within five days of denial the Applicant files an appeal with the Mayor.

3. Some time following the filing of the appeal the Mayor and/or the City's
Law Department contacts the Director to explain the denial. They will
typically ask for general details such as:

a. The number, size and type of trees to be removed.

b. The planting plan such as species and quantity

c. The payment amount offered (if offered) in lieu of complete re
placement planting

d. Depending on circumstances any number of other types of infor
mation may be proVided.

4. Per the requirements of the Ordinance the Mayor provides a copy to the
clerk of the Board of Aldermen and to each Alderman for the ward in
which the trees are located that there has been an appeal.

5. The Mayor and the Law Department review the facts and arguments of
the Applicant. (the details of this process does not involve the Director
therefore any detailed information on it would need to be provided by
Executive office.)

6. An initial ruling is rendered and a draft sent to the Director to verify any
facts that pertain to the information he received in the application.

7. The Mayor issues his final ruling and rational to the'applicant, the Direc
tor of Urban Forestry, the City Clerk and each Ward Alderman.

12

CITY OF NEWTON DIVISION OF URBAN FORESTRY~
TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE REPORT - 2009 ......." ...,,~



Recommendations·

The Newton Tree Preservation Ordinance has been minimally revised

since its passage in 1999. Since that date there has been many ques

tions and scenarios that has challenged the Ordinance's intent and purpose.

By enlarge the intent and purpose has stood up to the test. There are sev

eral recommendations to be made that would help insure the original intent

and purpose is met. These recommendations can be divided into two dis

tricts areas, operational and legal.

The first recommendation that does not fall into either category is to assem

ble a small working group of people to examine the Tree Preservation Ordi

nance and its effectiveness. This group should be comprised of the Director.

of Urban Forestry and representatives from the Board of Alderman, Law De

partment, Inspectional Services Department, Planning Department, and Tree

Commission. This group would examine the following recommendations and

review other deficiency in the Tree Preserva~ion Ordinance not apparent

here.

*Note: The issues and recommendations presented here are solely based

on the Director of Urban Forestry's experiences, observations and interpreta

tion of the Tree Preservation Ordinance. As noted previously it is recom

mended that a group of selected and interested parties review the Tree

Preservation Ordinance as a whole.

The major issue impacting the intent of the Tree Preservation Ordinance is

the Exemption distinction. Routinely property owners use the provision of

section 20-32 (b) to work around the intent of the Ordinance or to directly

violate it. Under the current rules of the Ordinance a property only has to

be occupied at the moment the tree removal permit application is filed or an

exterior work permit is sought or at the time that trees are being removed.

The Ordinance does not require that the property remain occupied following

the removal of the trees and only requires that it be owned by the same

person. Builders and Developers will use several different approaches and

scenarios to exploit this aspect of the Tree Preservation Ordinance.
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Recommendations

Recommendation One - Legal

It is recommended that the word "owner" be inserted in the sec
tion of the Ordinance below.

Section 20-31. Definitions-Exempt lot (a) the lot is [owner] occu
pied and used primarily as a dwelling for up to four (4) families;

In addition to this change it is recommended that owner be defined as well
as occupied.

Currently it is difficultto determine occupancy because of a lack of definition
in the Tree Preservation Ordtnance and rules to use to make a determina:
tion. Developers and Builders are exploiting the definition of occupied to
claim they occupy or have an occupant in the property at the time the trees
are to be removed, Once the trees are remove the property becomes un
occupied and they must only own it for twelve more months'.

Enforcement of the Tree Preservation Ordinance is a time consuming task

that takes vigilance and flexibility. When the Tree Preservation Ordinance

was passed the duties and responsibilities were delegated to the Director of

Urban Forestry to do in conjunction with their other existing responsibilities.

The current level of enforcement and management requires that on average

10 to 20 hours per week (this number fluctuates seasonally) are spent on

the Tree Preservation Ordinance. The current level of enforcement does not

adequately address all the rules of the Tree Preservation Ordinance. The

current level of enforcement does not allow the City to monitor or catch the

daily violations that occur City-wide. The Director relies on notification by

the public, other City Agencies and honest and up front Builders, Developers

and property owners of potential issues.

Recommendation Two - Part 1 - Operational

It is recommended that additional ~teps and mechanisms are put in place

that will allow the City to insure that fewer intentional and accidental viola

tions of the Tree Preservation Ordinance occur. The follOWing are some

~ CITY OF NEWTON DIVISION OF URBAN FORESTRY
~ TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE REPORT, 2009
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Recommendations·

suggested steps to meet this goal. Some of these items are already being
attempted or done in a less formal form.

• Require a sign off by the Tree Warden (Qr designee here
in referred to as the Director of Urban Forestry) on all ex
terior work permits impacting trees.

• Require review of all special permit requests involving
the exterior of properties.

• Require all Property owners to seek a Tree Removal Per
mit or Exemption Form from the Director of Urban For

estry prior to the removal of a tree and prior to the issu
ance of an exterior work permit. Osee note at end ofsection

• Monitor all Exterior Permits issued by Inspectional Ser
vices Department.

• Regularly patrol City in search of violations.

RecommendationTwo-Part 2-Legal

The recommendations above would significantly cut back on the number of
. violations and would insure the intent of the Tree Ordinance would be met.
The above recommendations would dramatically increase the number of
hours spent on the Ordinance. It is estimated that the above recommenda
tions on top of the current level of management would result in 30 to 40 ad
ditional hours of work per week (see appendiX for staff time information).

It is recommended that a fee structure be added to the language of
the Tree Preservation Ordinance that would support a new En
forcement Position.

*It is being interpreted that Section 20-32. Applicability, permit or certificate

of exemption required, requires that a Removal Permit or Exemption form
be issued any time a Protected Tree is to be removed. Currently Removal
permits are issued as required under the Ordinance but Exemptions are not.
Exemptions are done by a petitioner filing an affidavIt stating they are ex

empt. Once they have filed the affidavit they are free to remove the trees
before any determination can be made if they are actually exempt. This

22
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Recommendations

process currently only ocCurs at Inspectional Services when an applicant is

filing for an Exterior Work Permit. Any other time a tree is removed from

and Exempt Lot we are unaware of it. Also, individuals looking to avoid the

regulations of the Ordinance remove trees prior to seeking Exterior Work

Permits or immediately prior to the sale of a property.

Conclusion

There are several other minor tweaks andchariges that.could be made to

clarify different aspects and requirements which could be dealt with under

the recommended review process. .By enlarge these changes would only

make minor enhancements.

If it is the intent of the of the Tree' Preservation Ordinance to reduce the ef

fects of tree loss throughout the City than it tiasbeen moderately successful.

If it is the intent of the Tree Preservation Ordinance to prevent tree loss on

all but owner occupied properties where the owner intends to live for at
. . . .'

least 12 months than it has only been marginally successful.

In addition to the revisions and issues presented here for theTreePreserva

tion Ordinance it is also recommended that a similar Ordinance be enacted

in the City that places the same protections to publicly owned trees. Under

State Law there already exists protections to public shade trees, however

the statute is nearly 100 years old and does not provide enough protection

to all pubic trees. An ordinance similar to the Tree Preservation Ordinance .

could put in place a mechanism that would protect trees during construction

on private and public property where access to public streets and property is

required. It would also regulate the activities of overhead utility companies

when working near or on public trees. If enacted this ordinance would be

managed in .much of the same way as the Tree Preservation Ordinance is

currently and as proposed in this document.

It is recommended that a similar or the same group as proposed
earlier develop and review a Public Tree Protection Ordinance• .

~ CITY OF NEWTON DIVISION OF URBAN FORESTRY
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Appendix 1 - Tree Preservq.tion Ordinance

ARTICLE IV. TREE PRESERVATION
Sec. 20-31. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
Aggregote diameter: The combined diameter of a muitiple trunk tree measured at breast height.
BUilding: The term "building" shall be as defined in section 30-1.
Certified arborist: An arborist certified by the Massachusetts Arborists Association, or any successor or
ganization.
Di(lmeter breast height (DBH): The diameter of the trunk of a,ree 4V, feet above the existing grade at
the base of the tree.
Drip line: A vertical line running through the outermost portion Of the crown of a tree and extending to
the ground.
Exempt lot: A lot which meets either of the following criteria at the' time that the tree removal permit
application is flied or an exterior work permit is"Sought or at the time that trees are being removed:

(a) the lot is occupied and usect primarily as a dwelling for up to four (4) families; or
(b) the lot is vacant and is adjacent to a lot used solely asan owner occupi,ed dwelling
for up to four (4) families and owned by the same person and the owner of such va
tant lot wishes to remove trees from such vacant 16, in order to construct a dwelling
for up to four(4) families which said owner will occupy.

Exterior work permit: A permit or apProval which is required in order to perform work on a vacant lot or
to the exterior of a building on a lot, including, but not limited to th,e foHowing: a building permit; a spe,
cial permit for grade change of more than three (3) feet pursuant to section 30-5(b)(4); curb cut and
street opening permits; an orderof conditions; certificates Of appropriateness, nonapplicability, or hard
ship; ademolition permit pursuant to section 22-44; site plan approval pursuant to section 30-23; subdi
vision approval; a special permit pursuant to section 30-24; a comprehensive permit.
Person: Any pie-rson, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or organization of any kind
including, but not limited to, the person removing a protected tree as well as the owner of the real prop
erty from which the tree is removed. The definition of "person" shall not include the City of Newton.
Protected tree: Any tree having a diameter of eight incheS (8") "OBH or larger or having an aggregate di
ameter of fifteen inches (15") DBH or larger and which is located on land subject to the provisions of
section 20-32.
Pruning standards: Standards for pruning as defined in the City of Newton Tree Management Manual,
1995 and any future amendments or revisions to the same.
Remove (including removing and removal): The cutting down of any protected tree and all other acts
which cause the actual removal or the effective removal through damaging, poisoning or bther direct or
indirect actions resulting in the death of a protected tree, including, but not limited to, excessive or im
proper pruning.
Tree Manual: The City of Newton Tree Management Manual, 1995, and any future' amendments and
revisions to the same. (Ord. No. V-27S, 12-6-99)
Tree Warden: The commissioner of parks and recreation or his designee.
Editor's note-Ordinance V-275 contained a lengthy and detailed Declaration of legislative findings and
intent, which is on file in the records of the Board of Aldermen.
Sec. 20-32. Applicability, permit or certificate of exemption required.
(a) Applicability: The terms and provisions of this article shall appiy to any protected tree located on land
within the city not owned by the city, the commonwealth, or any independent authority of the common
wealth, or by the federal government except protected tree(s) located on an exempt lot.
(b) Permit, certificate of exemption: No person shall remove a protected tree iocated on land subject to
the prOVisions of this article without first obtaining a tree removal permit or a certificate of exemption
from the tree warden. Applications shall be made in writing on forms specified by the tree warden. An
owner of an exempt lot shall not be reqUired to apply for a tree removal permit, provided, however, that
an owner of an exempt lot who seeks an exterior work permit must certify to the tree warden on forms
provided by the tree warden that ,he owner intends to own such exempt lot for at least twelve consecu
tive months. There shall be no fee for filing a certificate of exemption. (Ord. No. V-27S, 12-6-99)
Sec. 20-33. Permit application.
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Appendix 1-Tree Prese'rvation Ordinance

(a) Contents, fee: An application for a tree removal permit shall be submitted to the tree warden. The
application for a tree removal permit shall be accompanied by a fee in the amount of fifty dollars
($50.00) and shall include, but not be limited to, the following: '

(1) The shape and dimensions of the parcel of real property to be developed, together
with the existing and piopo,sed locations of structures and improvements, if any;
(2) A tree plan showing the location, type and size of each protected tree indicating
which protected tree(s) are to be removed, and the location, type and size of replace
menttrees;
(3) The proposed relocation of any existing protected tree with a statement prepared
by a certified arborist explaining how each such protected tree is to be relocated and
maintained; .

, , ,
(4) The location of existing and proposed underground or overhead utility services,
existing arid proposed roadways, bikeways, walkways and 'parking areas;
(5) Any proposed grade changes which might adversely affect or endanger any pro
tected tree with a statement prepared by a certified arborist explaining how each such
protected tree shall be protected and maintained;
(6) The proposed method of protecting the remaining protected trees during the
course of the construction in accordance with section 20-34, subsection (a).

(b) Review of permitappiications: The tree warden shall review applications for tree removal permits in
accordance with the provisions of this article. The tree warden shall date stamp or otherwise record the
date of filing of each application for a. tree removal permit. The tree warden shall complete the review of
each tree removalpermit application no later than ten (10) business days after the submission of a com
pleted application to the tree warden and shall report to the commissioner of inspectional services
within ten (10) business days of a request with respect to any tree removal permit application submitted
in connection with a building permit as to whether said tree removalpermit has been granted or denied.
If no such report is received by the commissioner within the above-stated time period, he shall accept an
application for a building permit without receipt of such report.
(c) Standards for grant ordenia/: No tree removal permit shall be issued unless one of the following con
ditions exists:

(1) The protected tree will be relocated or replaced on site.
(2) The protected tree will be replaced by the off-site planting of tree(s) of the'same or
equivalent size as IT.H2asured in OBH inches. In the eve~t that a tree of the same or
equivalent size as measured in DBH inches cannot be planted, then muitiple smaller
replacement trees may be pianted provided that, wherever practicable, as determined
by the tree warden, the totai DBH of the replacement trees shall, when added to
gether, equal the totai DBH of the protected tree that has been removed. Off-site
plantings shall be made in accordance with written priorities established by the tree
warden as stated in the Tree Manual. The tree warden may specify that replacement
trees be ofa l11inimumcaliper when consistent with current accepted practice as
stated in the Tree Manual.
(3) The protected tree is interfering with existing structures,utilities, streets, sidewalks
or other existing improvements and the relocation of the protected tree is not feasible
as certified to the tree warden' by a certified arborist.
(4) The protected tree is dead, diseased, injured, in danger of falling, dangerously close
to existing structures, is causing disruption of public utility service, is causing drainage
or passage problems upon rights-of-way, or poses a threat to pedestrian or vehicular
safety,
(5)The removal of the protected tree is necessary and desirable in orderto enhance or
benefit the health or condition of other-trees on the same site as certified to the tree
warden by a certified arborist.

(d) Conditions: Upon the issuance of a tree removal permit, the tree warden may prescribe in writing
such protective measures for existing protected trees as h.e deems necessary. Before site disturbance
may begin, the tree warden may make a determination that the prescribed protective measures have
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been adequately provided.
(e) Construction: Except as provided in a tree removal permit, construction activities under the drip line
of a protected tree are prohibited. Activities include, but are not limited to, trenching or grading, storage
of materials or equipment, passage of heavy equipment within the drip line and spillage of chemicals or
other materials, which are damaging to trees.
If) Suspension or revocation: A tree removal permit may be suspended or revoked at any time by the
tree warden upon written notice to the permit holder that the permit holder has failed to comply with
either this article or the conditions of the permit The written notice shall be sent by certified or regis
tered mail, return receipt requested, or by hand delivery and shall provide an opportunity for the permit
holder to correct the noncompliance and apply for a renewal of the tree removal permit upon compli
ance, where practicable; The suspension or revocation of a tree removal permit in accordance with this
subsection shall not affect the validity of a building permit issued in reliance upon the issuance
(granting) of such tree removal permit nor shall such suspension or revocation be cause for withholding
the issuance of a certificate of occupancy_
(g) Appeal: Any person aggrieved by a decision of the tree warden may file an appeal with the mayor or
his designee. Said appeal must be in writing and must be received by the mayor or his designee within
five (5) business days ofissuance of the tree warden's decision. Upon receipt of such appeal, the mayor
or his designee shall provide a copy to the clerk of the board of aldermen and to each alderman for the
ward in which the trees are located. The mayor or his designee·shall make a final decision on the matter
within thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of the appeal request. The mayor or his designee shall
include in the decision the rationale therefor. Upon issuance of the final decision, the mayor or his desig
ne·e shall provide a copy to the clerk of the board of aldermen and to each ward alderman for the ward
in which the trees are located. There shall be no further appeal of the matter decided by the mayor or
his designee. No protected trees shall be removed while an appeal is pending.
Sec. 20-34. Activities not requiring a permit.
(a) Pruning: A permit is not required for the pruning of protected tree.s. However, in order to prevent
excessive pruning and topping of trees and to prevent pruning that will be hazardous to the health and
natural appearance of the tree, compliance with approved pruning standards is required, and failure to
meet these standards is a violation of this article. The tree warden shall maintain on file at all times a
copy of the current edition the Tree Manual and shall make copies of the Tree Manual available for the
cost of reproduction upon request.
(b) Emergencies: If any protected tree shall be determined to be in a hazardous condition so as to imme
diately .endanger the public heaith, safety or welfare or cause an immediate disruption of public services
and require immediate removal without delay, oral authorization may be given by thetree warden to
remove such tree, utilizing such professional criteria, and technical' assistance as he deems necessary!
and the protected tree may be removed without obtaining a written permit as otherwise required by
this article. The tree warden shall memorialize in writing each such oral authorization to remove a tree
and keep a recordof the same.
(c) Waiver: The requirements of this article may be waived by the tree warden during the period of an .
emergency such as a tornado, windstorm, flood or other act of God. lOrd. No. V-27S, 12-6-99)
Sec. 20-35. Tree replacement.
(a) Required: A protected tree·shall be replaced in the manner provided in subsection (b) hereof in each
instance in which a protected tree was removed from land subject to the provisions of section 20-32
without a tree removal permit.

(b) Standards: A person who has removed a protected tree and is required to replace such tree pursuant
to subsection (a) hereof or as a condition of granting a tree removal permit in accordance with section
20-33, shall replace such tree within one year from the date of removal and in accordance with the fol
lowing standards:

(1) A replacement tree shall be of the same or similar species or such other species as
deemed advisable by the tree warden in accordance with the Tree Manual and shall
have the same or equivalent size as measured in DSH inches as that of the protected
tree that has been removed.
(2) In the event that a tree of the same or equivalent size as measured in DSH inches
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cannot be planted, then multiple smallerreplacementtrees may be planted provided
that, wherever practicable, as determined by the tree warden, the total DBH of the
replacement trees shall, when adeled together, equal the total DBH of the protected
tree that has been removed. The tree warden may specify that replacement trees be
of a minimum caliper when consistent with current accepted practice as stated in the
Tree Manual.
(3) A replacement tree shall be required to survive for a minimum of one (1) year from
the date it is planted. The person planting the tree shall provide. documentation as to
the date of planting and file the same with the tree Warden within fifteen (15) days of
the planting of said replacement tree.
(4) A replacement tree shall be planted on the same lot from which the tree Was re
moved or at a location determined by the tree warden in accordance with the priori
ties stated in the Tree Manual. (Ord. No. V-275, 12-6-99)

Sec. 20-36. Tree replacement fund.
(a) Established: There is hereby est"blisheda tree replacement fund which shall be held in a separate
identifiable account and administered in accordance with applicable provisions of the General Laws. Any
payments into the tree replacement fund required by this article shall be deposited in the tree replace
ment fund and shall be used in accordance with subsection (c) hereof.
(b) Payment in lieu ofplanting replacement tree(s): In Iieu.of planting a replacement tree as prOVided in
section 20-35, a person who has been granted a tree removal permit may make a contribution to a tree
replacement fund in an amount equal to the cost to replace the tree in accordance with the provisions
of section 20'35, which cost shall be determined by the tree warden who shall obtain written estimates
from at least two (2) tree companies. .
(c) Maintenance of tree replacement fund: The tree replacement fund shall bE; maintained in a separate
account in accordance with state law. All sums depasited into such fund shall be usedsolely for the pur
pose of buying, planting and maintaining trees in the city. (Ord. No. V-275, 12-6-99)
Sec. 20-37. Enforcement.
(a) Notice of vialation: Any person who violates any of the provisions of this article shall be notified by
the tree warden of the specific violation by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or by
hand delivery. The notice shall set forth the nature of the violation and a reasonable time period within
which compliance must.be had. The tree warden shall send notice of violation of section 20-36, subsec
tion (c), which notice shall include the date by which trees were to be replaced ,or payment was to be
made for purposes of computing the "per day~l violation fine> as provided in section 20-38, 5u.bsection
(c).
(b) Stop work order:

(1) Upon notice from the tree warden that work on any protected tree, or lot on which
a protected tree is located, is being performed contrary to the provisions of this article,
such work shall be immediately stopped. The stop work order shall be in writing and
shall be given to the owner of the property involved, or to the owner's agent, or to the
person doing the work; and shall state the conditions under which work will be permit
ted to resume.
(2) The tree warden is also authorized to request the agency which has granted an ex
terior work permit to order, to the extent permissible bylaw, that the owner cease any
activity pursuant to the exterior work permit that might affect such protected tree
while a stop work order is pending.
(3) Any person who shall continue any work in or about the protected tree or lot on
which a protected tree is located after having been served with a stop work order,
except suchwork as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe
condition, shall be liable to a fine of not more than three hundred dollars ($300.00) for
each such violation. Each day during which a violation exists shall constitute a separate
offense.

(c) Injunctive relief
(1) Whenever there exists reasonable cause to believe that a person is vioiating this

~ article or any standards adopted pursuant to this article or anyterm~ condition or pro-
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vision of an approved tree removal permit, the city may, either before or after the in
stitution of any other action or proceeding authorized by this artide, instit'ute a civil
action in the name of the city for a mandatory or prohibitory injunction and an order
of abatement demanding the defendant to correct the unlawful .condition upon or
cease the unlawful use of the property.
(2) Upon determination ofa court that an alleged violation is occurring, it shall enter
such order or judgment as is necessary to abate the violation. The institution of an
action for injunctive relie~ under this subsection shall not relieve any party to such pro
ceedings from any civil penalty prescribed for violation of this article. (Ord. No. V-275,
12-6-99)

Sec. 20-38. Penalties.
(a) Removal without a permit: Each instance in Which a protected tree is removed witho.ut a permit shall
constitute a violation of this article which shall be subject to a fine in the amount of three hundred dol
lars ($300.00).
(b) Failure to repiace trees or make payment: Each failure to replace a tree or make a payment into the
tree replacement fund shall constitute a separate violation of this article which shall be subject to a fine
in the amount of three hundred dollars ($300.00). Each day such violation continues shall constitute a
separate offense.
(c) City trees: Nothing herein shall be construed to require the city to make apayment into the tree re
placement fund for any tree(s) which it removes. (Ord. No. V-275, 12-6-99)
Sec. 20-39. Severability, effect on other. laws.
(a) Severability: The provisions of this article are severable. If any section, provi.ion, or portion of this
article is determined to be Invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, then the remaining provisions of
this article.shall continue to be valid. .
(b).Conflict of laws: This article shall not apply to any public. shade tree as that term Is defined by the
General laws, Chapter 87 or any amendments thereto. Nothing herein is intended to conflict with the
General Laws, Chapter 87 and to the extent that any provision hereof conflicts with said Chapter 87,
such provision shall not be vand. Nothing herein is 'intended to conflict with existing special permit pro
cedures as provided in section 30-24 and to the extent that any provision her.eof conflicts with said spe
cial permit procedures, such provision shall not be valid. (Ord. No. V-275, 12-6~99)
.Secs.20-40-20-49. Reserved.
e) DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION: The commissioner of parks anil recreation, in his capacity
as tre~ warden, or such other municipal official as nlay"hereafter be'assigned the duties of tree warden,
shall be authorized to issue written notice of the following vlol.ations:
PENALTY
( ) Warning: $0.00
Sec. 20-32. Removal of a tree without a permit
( ) Any offense $300.00
Sec. 20-33. Failure to comply with a condition contained in a tree removal permit
( ) Any offense $300.00
Sec. 20-35. Failure to replace a tree
( ) Any offense $300.00
Sec. 20-36. Failure to make a payment into the tree replacement fund
( ) Any offense $300:00 .
Sec. 20-37. Failure to comply with a stop work order
( ) Any offense $300.00
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 Date: January 28, 2010  
 To: Amy Mah Sangiolo, 
  Alderman, Chair of Program and Services 
 From: Marc R. Welch 
  Director of Urban Forestry  
 RE: Docket item number 125-09 progress update 
   
 

Alderman Sangiolo 

I wish to update you and the Program and Services committee on the status of the docket #125-09  
“. . .creation of a public tree protection ordinance and amendment of the current tree ordinance as 
recommended in the Tree Preservation Ordinance Report.”  

Marie Lawlor and I have reviewed and gone through several iterations.  Our work has focused on two 
things, creating ordinance language that protects City owned trees and we have looked at ways to 
strengthen the current tree preservation ordinance as it relates to private trees. We used the work 
the Urban Tree Commission’s did and the existing Tree Preservation Ordinance to craft a solid starting 
point.  One major stumbling block in creating an ordinance that applies to public trees is that existing 
State Laws control what can and can not be done in regards to Public Shade Trees (which are 
basically defined as street trees).  Currently Marie is reviewing these issues against the goals related 
to creating the ordinance.  We have found some of what was initially done in the Draft by the Urban 
Tree Commission can not be enacted as an ordinance but can be achieved by the Tree Warden 
creating regulations. 

An important component to the proposed ordinance is a permitting process relative to the pruning of 
public trees away from overhead utility wires.  This has required that Marie research the extent the 
City can regulate this work.  Public utilities are offered certain protections in regard to these issues 
under state law.  

A considerable issue we seem to be facing with the creation of an ordinance that protects public trees 
as well as closing loop holes in the current “private” tree ordinance is the impact on resources to 
manage and enforce it.  Current staffing does not allow us to enforce and manage the current Tree 
Preservation Ordinance to the extent it requires.  Adding an additional ordinance that regulates public 
trees will increase, potentially significantly, the resources needed to enforce.  Additionally any 
improvements to the current Tree Preservation Ordinance would also further impact resources. 

Currently we are continuing to look at developing an ordinance that does not supersede State Laws 
and Regulations.  Our hope is that we will be ready to present a draft by the end of February.  



DAVID B. COHEN
MAYOR

URBAN FORESTRY
A division of

NEWTON PARKS AND RECREATION
70 Crescent Street, Newton, MA 02466

newtonforestry@newtonma.qov
Office: (617) 796-1530
Fax: (617) 796-1512

~
1iIi~~
NEWTON
Parks & Recreation

FRAN L. TOWLE
COMMISSIONER

March 19, 2009

Alderman Susan Albright
Chair Post Audit and Oversight Committee
Newton City Hall
1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

Dear Alderman Albright:

Attached please find my report as requested by Post Audit and Oversight on Janaury 27, 2009. This
report is based on a discussion that was prompted by Docket item #402-08 Ald. Johnson and
Sangiolo requesting a discussion with the Executive Department as to how the tree funds are being
collected and spent. [11-10-08 @ 8:53 AM].

This report highlights the topics we discussed including some additional information about the
condition of the City's Street trees and the important role it plays in the discussion on how and where
the funds received from the Tree Preservation Ordinance are used.

You will find my recommendations on what aspects of the Tree Preservation Ordinance should be
examined for potential revision. I look forward to the Committee's feedback and am happy to discuss
any questions, comments or issues related to the report or any other information.

Sincerely,

Marc R. Welch
Director of Urban Forestry
City of Newton

------------------------
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DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY 4/16/2010 

Chapter 20 

Insert a new ARTICLE X REGULATION OF PUBLIC TREES 

Sec. 20-72 Public Tree Regulation 

(a) Purpose 
3';("") 0'\ 

The purpose of this ordinance is to promote a diverse, healthy and sustainable ~ forest in 
order to provide for the general welfare of Newton's citizens. A healthy urban ~t i~roves 
the quality of air and water, controls erosion, moderates air temperature, absorbs~bon~duces 
noise, enhances appearance and increases property values. Public trees also defintg publ~spaces 
and create civic identity. This ordinance sets out measures to protect trees located~n city 
property and on public rights of way from construction and other preventable damage; to 
establish conditions for long-term preservation and expansion of the urban forest; to extend the 
protections afforded by the Tree Preservation Ordinance to city-owned trees and supplement 
Chapter 87 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 

(b) Definitions· 

Aggregate diameter: The combined diameter of a multiple trunk tree measured at breast height. 

Building: The term "building" shall be as defined in section 30-1. 

Caliper: Is the measure of a newly installed tree and is determined in the following manner 
Caliper measurement of the trunk shall be taken six inches above the ground up to and including 
four-inch caliper size. If the caliper at six inches above the ground exceeds four inches, the 
caliper should be measured at twelve inches above the ground. 

Certified arborist: An arborist· certified by the Massachusetts Arborists Association, or any 
successor organization. 

Diameter breast height (DBH): The diameter of the trunk of a tree 4Yz feet above the existing 
grade at the base of the tree. 

Drip line: A vertical line running through the outermost portion of the crown of a tree and 
extending to the ground. 

Person: Any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or organization of any 
kind including, but not limited to, the person removing a Public Tree as well as the owner of the 
real property from which the tree is removed. 

Pruning standards: Standards for prunIng as defined in the City of Newton Tree Management 
Manual, 1995- and any future amendments or revisions to the same. 
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Public tree: Any tree having a diameter of eight inches (8") DBH or larger or having an 
aggregate diameter of fifteen inches (15") DBH or larger and which is located on land owned by 
the City ofNewton. 

Public Shade Tree: Any tree within the City that fits the definition of Public Shade Tree under 
MGLCh.87 

Remove (including removing and removal): The cutting down of any Public Tree or Public Shade 
Tree and all other acts which cause the actual removal or the effective removal through 
damaging, poisoning or other direct or indirect actions resulting in the death of a Public Tree, 
including, but not limited to, excessive or improper pruning. 

Tree Manual:The City ofNewton Tree Management Manual, 1995, and any future amendments 
and revisions to the same. (Ord. No. V-275, 12-6-99) 

Tree Warden: The commissioner of parks and recreation or his designee. 

(c) Applicability: The terms and provisions of this article shall apply be administered by the 
Tree Warden and shall apply to any Public Shade Tree as defined in G.L. c. 87 and to any Public 
Tree located onland owned and managed by the City of Newton, with the exception of the land 
under the auspices of the Conservation Commission. 

(d) Permit: No person shall remove, prune or alter a Public Tree or Public Shade Tree located 
on land subject to the provisions of this article without first obtaining a tree permit from the tree 
warden. Applications shall be made in writing on forms specified by the tree warden. 

(e) Activities requiring a Tree Permit: A Tree Permit issued by the tree warden is required 
prior to any of the following activities: 

1. Any exterior work that requires the removal ofa Public Tree; 

2. Any construction on City property within the dripline of a Public Tree; 

3. 	Removal ofa Public Shade Tree. This requirement is in addition to the requirements 
of G.L. c. 87 pertaining to removal of a Public Shade Tree; 

4. Construction within that portion of the dripline of a Public Shade Tree that is located 
over the public right ofway. 

5. Pruning or treatment for the benefit of the health, safety, or overall well being of a 
Public Shade Tree and/or Public Tree, as deemed appropriate by the tree warden, by 
anyone other than the tree warden or his designee as provided in G.L. Ch. 87; 

6. Planting of a tree in the public right of way or on City property by anyone other than 
the tree warden or his designee as outlined under G.L. Ch. 87; 
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7. Pruning or altering of a Public Shade Tree andlor Public Tree for the purposes of 
overhead utility line clearance; 

8. Affixing or hanging anything from a Public Shade Tree or Public Tree. 

(I) Permit application; fee: An application for a Tree Permit shall be submitted to the tree 
warden. Such application shall be on a form prescribed py the tree warden and shall include any 
materials or information required by the tree warden based on the nature of the activity for which 
application is made. The application for a Tree Permit shall be accompanied by a fee of$150.00. 
Such fee shall be waived if the applicant is a city department, agency, commission or other 
public instrumentality of the city. " 

(g) Review of permit applications: The tree warden shall review applications for Tree Permits 
in accordance with the provisions of this article and with any rules or regulations promulgated 
hereunder. The tree warden shall date stamp or otherwise record the date of filing of each 
application for a Tree Permit. The tree warden shall complete the review of each Tree Permit 
application no later than ten (10) business days after the submission of a completed application 
to the tree warden except in the case of a request to remove a Public Shade Tree which shall be 
subject to the procedures set forth in G.L. c. 87. 

(h) Conditions: The tree warden may condition issuance of a Tree Permit upon such measures as 
he deems necessary to protect existing Public Trees or Public Shade Trees. Such conditions shall 
be in writing. The tree warden shall make a determination that the prescribed protected measures 
have been adequately provided before site disturbance related to the permitted activity may 
begin. 

(i) Construction: Except as provided in a Tree Permit, construction activities on City owned 
property and publio right of ways under the drip line of a Public Tree or Public Shade Tree are 
prohibited. Prohibited construction activitiesiriclude, but are not limited to, trenching or grading, . 
storage of materials or equipment, passage of heavy equipment within the drip line and spillage 
of chemicals or other materials, which are dam~ging to trees. 

(j) Suspension or revocation: The tree warden may suspend or revoke a Tree Permit at any time 
upon written notice to the permit holder that the permit holder has failed to comply with any 
provisions of this section, or with any rules or regulations promulgated hereunder, or with the 
conditions of the permit. Written notice shall be sent by certified or registered mail, return 
receipt requested, or by hand delivery and shall provide an opportunity for the permit holder to 
correct the noncompliance and apply for a renewal oithe Tree Permit upon compliance, where 
practicable. The suspension or revocation of a Tree Permit in accordance with this subsectiori 
shall not affect the validity of a building permit issued in reliance upon the issuance of such Tree 
Permit nor shall such suspension or revocation be cause -for withholding the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy. . 

(k) Public Tree Removal: The Tree Warden shall notify the Urban Tree Commission upon 
receipt of an application to cut down or remove a public tree, and no public tree shall be removed 
pursuant to a permit until five (5) days after its issuance unless such removal of the tree(s) is 
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necessary based on a determination by the Tree Warden that at least one of the following 
conditions are met. 

1. The public tree is interfering with existing structure, utilities, streets, sidewalks or 
proposed necessary improvements, and there is nQ alternative to removal; 

2. The public tree is dead, diseased, injured, in danger of falling, dangerously close to 
existing structures, is causing disruption of public utility service, is causing drainage or 
passage problems upon rights of way, or poses a threat to pedestrian or vehicular safety. 

3. The removal of the public tree is necessary and desirable in order to enhance or 
benefit the health or condition of other trees on the. same site as certified to the tree 
warden by a certified arborist. 

(I) Appeal: Any person aggrieved by a decision of the tree warden may file an appeal with the 
mayor or his designee. Said appeal must be in writing and must be received by the mayor or his 
designee within five (5) business days of issuance ofthe tree warden's decision. Upon receipt of 
such appeal, the mayor or his designee, shall provide a copy to the clerk of the board of aldermen 
and to each alderman for the ward in which the trees are located. The mayor or his designee 
shall make a final decision on the matter within thirty (30) days from the date ofreceipt of the 
appeal request. The mayor or his designee shall inclUde in the decision the rationale there for. 
Upon issuance of the final decision, the mayor or his designee shall provide a copy to the clerk 
of the board of aldermen and to each ward alderman for the ward in which the trees are located. 
There shall be no further appeal of the matter decided by the mayor or his designee. No public 
trees shall be removed while an appeal is pending. 

(m) Permit length: Any permit issued by the Tree Warden shall be valid for sixty (60) days 
from issuance. Length may be extended by Tree Warden following written request by the 
applicant. The tree Warden may grant the extension for any length of time as he deems 
necessary and appropriate. _ 

(0) Emergencies: It" any Public or Public Shade Tree shall be determined to be in a 
hazardous condition so as to immediately endanger the public health, safety or welfare or cause 
an immediate disruption of public services and require immediate removal without delay, oral 
authorization may be given by the tree warden to remove such tree, utilizing such professional 
criteria and technical assistance as he deems necessary, and the Public Tree or Public Shade Tree 
may be removed without obtaining a written permit as otherwise required by this article. The tree 
warden shall memorialize in writing each such oral authorization to remove a tree and keep a 
record of the same. 

(0) Waiver: The requirements of this section may be waived by the tree warden during the period 
of an emergency such as a tornado, windstorm, floodpr other act of God. (Ord. No. V-275, 12-6'
99) 
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(p) Tree replacement: The tree warden may require that replacement of a removed public tree 
or public shade tree in the manner required in section 20-35 of these ordinances and in any rule 
or regulation or the tree warden 

(q) Payment in lieu of planting replacement tree(s): In lieu of planting a replacement trtie as 
provided in section (q) a person who has been granted a tree permit may make a contribution to 
the tree replacement fund as established in section 20-36 in an amount equal to the cost to 
replace the tree in accordance with the provisions of section 20-35, which cost shall be 
determined by the tree warden who shall maintain on file the City'S current tree planting costs. 

(r) Rules and regulations: The tree warden is authorized to promulgate reasonable rules and 
regulations to implement administration and enforcement of this section 

(s) Penalties 

1. Removal without a permit: Each instance in which a Public Tree is removed 
without a permit shall constitute a violation of this article which shall be subject 
to a fine in the amount of three hundred dollars ($300.00). Each day such violation 
cpntinues shall constitute a separate offense. 

2. Failure to replace trees or make payment: Each failure to replace a tree or make a 
payment into the tree replacement fund shall constitute a separate violation of this 
article which shall be subject to a fine in.the amount ofthree hundred dollars 
($300.00). Each day such violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

3. Damage to Public Tree or Public Shade Tree: Carving, breaking of limbs, poisoning, 
shaving of roots, girdling, nailing, topping or otherwise damaging, injuring or putting a 
Public Tree or Public Shade Tree at risk is prohibited and may be subject to a penalty of 
$300.00 andlorcorrective actions shall be required. Each day such violation continues 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

4. Failure to obtain a permit: Each instance in which an action requiring a permit under 
this ordinance is conducted without a permit shall constitute a violation of this ordinance 
which shall be subject to a fine in the amount of three hundred dollars ($300). Each day 
such violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

5. Failure to comply with the Tree Warden Regulations: Each instance. in which an 
action violates the Tree Warden Regulations shall constitute a violation of this ordinance 
which shall be subject to a fine in the amount of three hundred dollars ($300). Each day 
such violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

6. Nothing herein shall be construed to require the-cityto make-a payment for violation 
of this article; however the City of Newton agency that caused the violation shall be 
responsible for the costs of replacement or repair of the tree(s) which were damaged or 
removed. 

5 
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(t) Enforcement: The commissioner of parks and recreation, in his capacity as tree warden, or 
such other municipal official as may hereafter be assigned the duties of tree warden, shall be 
authorized to enforce the provisions of this section and issue written notice of the following 
violations: 

(u) Severability: The provisions of this article are severable. If any section, provision, or portion 
of this article is determined to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, then the remaining 
provisions of this article shall continue to be valid. 

(v) Conflict of laws: Nothing herein is intended to conflict with the General Laws, Chapter 87 
and to the extent that any provision hereof conflicts with said Chapter 87, such provision shall 
not be valid. Nothing herein is intended to conflict with existing special permit procedures as 
provided in section 30-24 and to the extent that any provision hereof conflicts with said special 
permit procedures, such provision shall not be valid. 

6 
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PurDose 

The DurDose of this ordinance is to nro"";ote a diverse. healthvand 
sustainable urban forest in order to orovide for the general welfare 

of Newton'!l cltlzens~A healthv urban forest imoroves 'the Dualitv of 
air and water. controls erosion moderates air temoerature. absOrbs 

carbon, reduces nols!, enhances al!llearanc! and incr~ases IKOl!e!1X 
values. Public trees al~2 define Qublic sl!!!ces and creat!l! ,lvi, 
Identltv. This ordlnan'ce sets out meaSures to Drotett trees located on 
city Dronertv and on Dublic rlehts ofWay from construction and other 

I!reventable damage; to establish conditions for long-term 

. I!res!l!Dlation and !l!xQansi2D 2f lilt urban, forestj to,extend lb!l! 
Qrot~ons afforded bll the Tree PreservltiQn Ordlnanc!l! lQ ,I!y: 

owned trees and sunnlement Chanter 87 of the Massachusetts 
Gen!l!ral Laws. 

" Definitions 
Aggregate diameter: The combined diameter of a multiple trunk tree 

measured at breast height. 

Building: Tile term "building" shal! be as defined in section 30-1. 

Certified arborist : An arborist certified by the Massachusetts Arborists 
Association, or any successor organization. 

Diameterbreast height (DBH): The diameter ohhe trunk of a tree 4% 
feet above the existing grade at the base of the tree. 

Drip line: A vertical line running through the outermost portion of the 
crown of a tree and extending to the ground. 

Aggregate diameter: The, combined diameter of a multiple trunk tree 

measured at breast height. 

Buildin,g: The term "building" shal! be as defined in section 30-1. 

CaliQer. I~the measure of a newlll Installed tree and Is determined In 

lhe following manner - Caliller measurement 2f lhe trunk shall ~! 
taken six inches above the Rround uo to and Including four-inch 

cali~r size. If the caliDer at six inches above the e:round exceeds four 
Inches. the caliDer, should be measured at twelve inches above the 

ground'. 

Certified arborist : An ,arborist certified by the Massachusetts Arborists 
Association, or any successor organization. 

Diameter breast height (DBH) : The diameter of the trunk of a tree 4% 

feet above the existing grade at the base of the tree. 

Drip line: A vertical line running through the outermost portion of the 
crown of atree and extending to the ground . 

. 

Exempt lot: A lot which meets either of the following criteria at the 

time that the tree rell10val permit'application is filed or an exte'rior 
work permit is sought or at the time that trees are being removed: (a) 

the lot is,o'ccupied and used primarilY as a dwelling for up to tour (4) 
families; or (b) the lot is vacant and is adjacent to a lot used solely as ' 

an owner occupied dwelling for opto four (4) families and owned by 
the same person and the owner of such vacant lot wishes to, remove 
trees from such vacant lot in order to construct a dwelling for up to 
four (4) families which said owner will occupy. 
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Exterior work permit: A permit or approval which is required in order 

tQ perform work on a vacant lot or to the exterior of a building on a 

lot, including, but not limited to the following: a building permit; a 
special'permit for grade change of more than three (3) feet pursuant to 

section 30-5(b)(4); curb cut and street opening permits; an order of 

conditions; certificates of appropriateness, nonapplicability, or ' 
hardship; a demolition permit pursuant to section 22-44;site plan 
-approval pursuant to section 30-23; subdi,:,ision approval; a special 
permit pursuant to section 30-24; a'comprehensive permit. 

-

Person: Any person, firm; partnership, association, corporation, 

company or Qrganization of any kind including, butnot limited to, the 
person removing a proteCted tree as well as the owner of the real 
property from which the tree isremoved. The definition of "person" 
shall not include the City of Newton. ' 

! 

Person: Any person, firm,'partnerShip, association, corporation, 

company or organization of any kind including, but not limited to, the 
person removing a Public Tree as weH as the owner of the real 
property from which the, tree is removed,. 

Protected tree: Any tree having a diameter of eight inches (S") DSHor 
larger or having'an aggregate diameter of fifteen inches (15") DBH Or 
larger and which is lo<:ated on land subject to the provisions of section 

20-32. 

, 

Pruning standards: Standards for pruning as defined in the City of 

Newton Tree Mimagement Manual, 1995 and any futur~ amendments 
or revisions to the same. 

Pruning standards: Standards for pruning as defined in the City of 

Newton Tree Management Manual, 1995 and any future amendments 
or revisions to the same. 

Public tree: An)! tree having a diameter of eigh~ inches {S")DBH or 
lar£er or havin£ an all£regate diameter of fifteen inches '15'" DBH or 

larger and which, is located on land ownlld bv the Cilit: of Newton. 

PubllcShade Tree: ,Anv tree within the Citv that fits the definition of 

Public Shade Tr§! under M§l Ch. 87 

Remove (including removing and removal) : The cutting down of any 

protected tree and all other acts which cause the actual removal or the 
effective removal through damaging"poisoning or other direct or 

indirect actions resulting in the death of a protected tree, including, 
but not limited to, excessive or improper pruning. 

Remove (including removing and removal): The ctitting down of any 
protected Public Tree or Public Shade Tree and all other acts which 
cause the actual removal or the effective removal through damaging,. 
poisoning or other direct or indirect actions resulting.in the death of a , 
protected Public Tree. including, but not limited to, excessive or 

improper pruning. 

Tree Manual; The'City of Newton Tree Management Manual, 1995, 
and'any future amendments and revisions to the same. 

Tree Manual; The City of Newton Tree ManagementManual, 1995, 
and anyfuture amendments and revisions to the same. 

Tree Warden: The commissioner of parks and recreation or his 
designee; 

Tree Worden: The cammissioner of parks and recreation or his 
designee. i 

Applicability: The terms and provisions of this article shall apply to ilny 
protected tree located on land within the city not owned by the city, 
the commonwealth, or any independent authority of the 
commonwealth, or by the federal government except protected tree(s) 
located on im exempt lot. 

Applicability: The terms and proviSions otthis article shall apply be 

' administered bv the Tree Warden and shall aDDlv to anY Public Shade 
Tree as defined in G.t. c. 87 and to any Public Tree located on land 
owned and managed by the Ci~ of Newton. with the excem;lon of 
the land under the ausoices of the Conservation Commission. 

,".i 

IPermlt, certlflcare oJ exemptIOn: NO person snan remove a protectea 
tree located on land subject to the prOVisions of this article without 

first I;>btaining a tree removal permit or a certificate of exemption from 
the tree warden. Applications shall be made in writing on forms 
specified by the tree warden. An owner of an exempt lot shall not be 
required to apply for a tree removal permit, provided, however, that 

, an owner'of an, exempt lot who seeks an exterior work permit must 
certify to the tree warden on forms provided by the tree warden that 
the owner intends to own such exempt lot for at least twelve 

Permit: No person shall remove, prune or Sliter a Public Tree or 
Public Shade Tree located on land liublect to th! provisions of tblii 
article without first obtaining a tree permitfrom the trel warden. 
Applications shall be made inwritinrt on forms specified by the tree 

warden. 
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Permit AggUcation 

cen Permit: No Derson shall remove. Drune or alter a Public Tree or 
Public Shade Tree located on land subject to th~ erovisions of this 
article without first obtainin!! a tree Dermit from the tree warden 
ADDlicatlons shall be made iii Writimr on forms SDeclfied bv the tree. 
warden. 

Ie) ACtivities reaulrint! a Tree Permit: ATree Permit issued bv the 
tree warden is regulred eOOr 10 Dnl/ of th~follQwll!g actlvitl~li; 

1. An:v: exterior wQrk that reguires the removal Qf a Public 
Tree' 
2. An:v: construction on CI!:II eroeem wlthil! the drieJine of D 
Public Tree: 
3. Removal of a Public Shade Tree. This r~ulrement is In 
addition !Q the· reguirements of G.L c. 81 eertalning to 
removal of a Public Shade Tree· 

4. Construction within that portion of the dripllne of a Public 
.ShDde Tree that is '!:!Sated over the eublic right of wa:\!. 

5. P!1IDing or treatment for the benefit of the h§llth, safm. 
or overall wf!ll b~in~ of a Public Shade.Tree and/or Public Tree 
as deemed aQl!!:oeriate b:v: the tree wa!llf:D, b:v: anl/one'other 
than the tree warden or his designee as ero~ide!lin G.l. Ch.· 

.!rrt 
6. Planting of a tree .in the .I!ublic right of Will/ or on Qtl 
eroeertv b:v: iiln:v:one other lhan the treewa!llen Qr his' 
designee as outlined under. G;L. Ch. 87; 

7. Pruning o~ altering of a Public Shade Tree i!l!dlor Pyb'l£ 
Tree .for the l!ur~ses of overhead ulilin: line clearance; 

8. Affixing or hanging an}!!hlng from a Public Shade Tree or 
Public Tree. 

(f) Permit application; fee: An application for a Tree Permit shall be 
submitted to the tree warden, liuch a.mlication shall be on a fQrm 
prescribed bv the tree warden and shall include any materials Or 

submitted to the tree warde.n. The application for a tree removal 
(a) Contents,'fee: An application for a tree removal permit shall be 

information reaulred bv the tree warden based on the nature of the 
permit shall be accompanied by a fee in the amount of fifty dollars activi!:ll for which a~~licationismade. Th!; i!eellcation for a Tree 
($50.00) and shall include, but not be limited to, the following: be accomDanied bva fee of $150.00. Such fee shall be 

aDDlicant is a citv deoamnent·aeencv. commission or 
other Rublic instrum!llntalin: of the ci!:ll. 

(i) The shape and dimensions of the parcel of real property to 

be developed, together with the existing and proposed locations 

of structures and improvements, if any; 


(2) Atree plan showing the location, type and size of each 

protected tree indicating which protected treeIs) are. to be . 

removed, and the location, type and size of replacement trees; 


(3) The proposed reloca.!ion of any existing protected tree with 

a statement prepared by a certified arborist explaining how 


! 

each such protected tree is to be relocated and maintained; 
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(4) The location of existing and proposed underground or 

overhe'ad utility services, existing and proposed roadways, 

bikeways, walkways and parking areas; 

(5:) Any proposed grade changes which might adversely affect or 

endanger any protected tree with a statement prepared by a 

certified arborist explaining how each such protected tree shall 
be, protected and maintained; 

(6) The proposed method of protecting the remaining protected 

trees during the course of the construction in accordance with 

section 20-34, subsection (a). 

(b) Review of permit applications: The tree warden shall review. 

applications for tree, removal permits in accordance with the 

provisions of this article. The tree warden shall date stamp or 
otherwise record the date of filing of each application for a tree 

removal permit. The tree warden shali complete the review of each 

tree removal permit application no later than ten (10) business days 

, after the submission of a completed application to the tree warden 

and shall report to the commissioner of inspectional services within 

ten (10) business days of a request with respect to any tree removal 

permit a~plication submitted in connection with a building permit as 

to whether said tree removal permit has been granted or denied. If no 
such report is received by the commissioner within the above-stated 

time period, he shall accept an application for a building permit 
without receipt of such report. 

) 

(g) Review of permit applications: The tree warden shall review 

applications for Tree Permits in accordance with t~ provisions of this 

article and with lim! rul§ or [!i:gulations I2romurgated hereunder. The 
tree warden shall date stamp or otherwise record ,the date of filing-of 

each application for a Tree Permit. The tree warden shali complete the 

review ofeach Tree Permit application no later than ten (10) business 
days after the submission of a completed application to the tree 

warden exceDt In the case of a reouest to remove a Public Shade Tree 

which shall be subject to the I2roceduresset forth in G.t. c. 87. 

(c) Standar.ds for grant or denial: No tree removal permit shall be 

issued unless one of the following conditions exists: 

(1) The protected tree will be relocated or replaced on site,' 

(2) The protected tree will be replaced by the off-site planting of 

tree(s) of the same or equivalent size as measured in DBH " 

inches. In the event that a tree of the same or equivalent size as 

measured in DBH inches cannot be planted, then multiple 

smaller replacement trees may be planted provided that, 

wherever practicable, as determined by the tree warden, the 

total DBH of the replacement trees shall, when added together, 

equal the total DBH of the protected tree that has been. 
removed. Off-site plantings shall be made in accordance with 
written priorities established by the tree warden as stated in the 
Tree Manual. The tree warden may specify that replacement 

trees be of a minimum caliper when consistent with current 

accepted practice as stated in the Tree Manual. 
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. (3) The protected tree is interfering with existing structures, 


utilities, streets, sidewalks or-other existing improvements and 

the relocation of. the protected tree is not feasible as certified to ' 

the tree warden by a certified arborist 


(4) The protected tree is dead, diseased, injured; in danger of 

falling, dangerously dose to existing structures, is causing 

disruption of pub~ic utility service, iscausing drainage or 

passage problems upon rights-of-way, or poses a threat to 

pedestrian or vehicular safety. 


(5) The removal ofthe protected tree is necessary and desirable 

.in order to enhance or benefit the health or condition of other 

trees. on the same site as certified to the tree warden by a 

certified arborist.· 


Ih} Conditions; The tree warden mall condition issuance of a Tree 
• (d) Conditions: Upon the issuance of a tree removal ):>er~it, the tree 

Permit uQon such measures as he deems neces5aDl to Qrotect
Warden may pres.cribe in writing such protective measures for existing 

existinll Publir Tr .... " or Public Shad.. Trees. Such conditions shall be . 
protected trees as he deems necessary. Before site disturbance may 

in writinl!'. The tree warden shall make a determination that the
begin, the tree w.arden may make a determinijtion that the prescribed 

Qre5crlbed I!rotetted measures have been adeguatellll2rovided 
protective measures have been adequately provided; 

belore site disturbance related to the Dermitted activity may bellin. 

(i) Construction,: Except as provided in a Tree Permit. construction 
(e) Construction: Except as provided in, a tree removal. permit, 

activities on Qh: owned ~ and l2ublic right 2.t wallS under the 
construction activities under the drip line of a protected tree are 

drip line of a Public Tree' or Public Shade Tree are prohibited.
prohibited. Activities include, but are not limited to; trenching or 

Prohibited construction activities include, but are not limited to,
grading, storage of materials or equipment, passage of heavy 

trenching or grading, storage of· materials or equipment, passage 0
equipment within the drip line and spillage of chemicals or other 

heavy equipment within the drip line and spillage of chemicals or other
materials; which are damaging to trees. . 

materials, which are damaging to trees. 



Private Public 

(f) Suspension or revocation: A tree removC}1 permit may be suspended (j) Suspension or revocation: The tree warden may suspend or revoke 
or revo~ed at any time by the tree warden upon written notice to the a Tree Perrilitat any time upon written notice to the permit holder 
permit holder that the permit holder has failed to comply with either that the permit hOlder has failed to comply with any prOVisions or this· 
~his article or the conditions of the permit. The written notice shalt be section, or with any rules or regulations promulgated hereunder, or 
sent by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or by with the conditions of the permit. Written notice shall be sent by 
hand delivery and shan provide an opportunity forthe permit holder to certified orre~stered mail, return receipt requested, or by hand 
correct the noncompliance and apply for a renewal of the tree removal delivery and shall provide an opportunity for the permit holder to 
permit upon compliance, where practicable. The suspension or correct the noncompliance and apply for a renewal of the Tree Permit 
revocation of a tree removal permit in accordance with this subsection upon compliance, where practicable. The suspension or revocation of 
shall not affect the validity of a building permit issued in reliance upon a Tree Permit in accordance with this subsection shall not affect the 
the issuance (granting) of such tree removal permit nor shall such validity of a building permit issued in reliance upon the issuance of 
suspension or revocation be cause for withholding the. issuance of a such Tree Permit nor shall such suspension or revocation be cause for 
certificate ofoccupancy. ~ithholding the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 

(k)Publi!; ![IilIilRemoval: The Trlile Warden /il:!all notib; the Urban 
Tree Commission YgQn recelet of an aeelication to cYl down or 
remove a eublic tree, and nQ eublic trlile shall be removed I!ursuam 
to a I!ermit until f1vlil (5) dalls after its issuance unl~ss such removal 

. of the treers) is necessarv based on a determinatiQn bllthe Tree 

• War.den thal i!!; Ill!!st one of the following conditions are mi:l. 

b The eubJio tree j!. Interfering with ~ structure. 
utilities. streets. sidewalks .!!!: erooosed necessarv 
imerovements, and there is no alternative to removal; 

2. I!:lf~ eLiblic trelilili dead, dlslilaslild, Injured, in dimgerof 
falling, dangerouslll close to exls!ing structures, is causing 
disrumlon of (!ubllc utilit\! service, is causing drainage or 

eassage eroblems ul!0n rights of wal, or eoses a threat 10 

uedestrian o[ ~li:b!f;ular safe1:\l. . 

3. The removal of thlil Qublic tree ilj necessa[:ll and desirablli: in 
order to enhance or benef"1t the health or condition of other 

trees on the same sitll as !;Ilaitlgd to the tree wardliln ~ a 
certified arborist. 
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. . 
(g) Appeal: Any person aggrieved by a decision of the tree warden may (g) Appeal: Any person aggrieved by a decision of the tree warden may 
file an appeal with the mayor or his designee. Said appeal must be in file an appeal with the mayor. or his designee. Said appeal must be in 

writing and must be received by the mayor or his designee within five writing and must be received by the mayor or his designee within five 

(5) business days of issuance ofthe tree warden's decision. Upon (S) business days of isSuance ofthe tree warden's decision. Upon 

receipt of such appeal,the mayor or his designee shall provide a copy receipt of such appeal, themayor or his designee shall provide a copy 

to the clerk of the board of aldermen and to each alderman for the to the clerk of the board of aldermen,and to each alderman for the 
ward in wtiich the trees are lOCated. The mayor or his designee shall ward in which the trees are located: The mayor or his designee shall 
make a final decision on the matter within thirty (30) days rromthe make a final decision on the matter within thirty (30) days from the 
date of receipt of the appeal request. The mayor or his designee shall' date of receipt of the appeal request.The mayor or his designee shall 

include in the decision the rationale therefor. Upon issuance of the include in the decision the rationale therefor.uponissuan~e of the 

final decision, the mayor or his deSignee shall pr()vide a copy to the final decision, the mayor or his designee shall provide a copy to the 

clerk of the board of aldermen and to each ward alderman for the clerk of the board of aldermen and to each ward alderman for the 

ward in which the trees are located. There shall be no further appeal ward in which the Vees are located. There shall be no further appeal 

of the matter decided'by the mayor or his designee. No protected, of the matter decided by the mayor or his designee. No public trees 

shall be rem'oved while an appeal is pending. trees shall he rem~d while an appeal is pending. 
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I'm) Permit lenJrth: Anv permit issued bv the Tree Warden shall be 

valid for sixtY 160} daYS from Issuance. lenJrth may be extended bv 

Tree Warden following written reguest bl( the am!!icant. Thill trlll!ll 
Warden mal(:grant !beextensiQI! for ilnl( length of ti!I!!~ ill! bill deems 
necessa!:l( and. aRRroRriate. 

Sec. ;10...34. Activities not requiring a permit. (a) I'runing: A permit is 

not required for the pruning of protected trees. However, in order to 

prevent excessive pruning and topping of trees and to prevent pruning 

that will be hazardous to the health and natural appearance of the 
tree, compliance with approved pruning standards is required, and 

failure to meet these standards is a violation of this article. The tree 

warden shall maintain on file at alltimes a copy ofthe current edition· 

the Tree Manual and shall make copies of the Tree Manual available 

for the cost of repr<lQuction upon request. 

(b) Emergencies: If any protected tree shall be determined to be in a (b) Emergencies: If any Public or Public Shade tree shall be determined 

hazardous condition so as to immediately endanger the public health, to be in a hazardous condition so as to immediately endanger the 
safety or welfare or cause an immediate,disruption of public services public health, safety or welfare or cause an immediate disruption of 
and require immediate removal without delay, oral authorization may public serVices and require immediate removal without delay, oral 

be given by the tree warden to remove such tree, utilizing such authorization may be given by the tree warden to remove such tree, 

professional criteria and technical assistance as he deems·neeessary, utilizing such professional criteria and technical assistance as he deems 

and the protected tree may be removed without obtaining a written necessary, and the Public or Public Shade tree may be removed 
permit as otherwise required by this article. The tree warden shall without obtaining a written permit as otherwise requIred ,by this .. 
memorialize in writing each such oral authorization to remove a tree article. The tree warden shall memorialize inwriting each such oral 

and keep a record of the same. ., authorization to remove a tree and keep a record of the same. 

Ic) Waiver: The requirements of this article maybe waived by the. tree (c) Waiver: The requirements of this section may be waived by the tree 

warden during the period of ail emergency suchas a tornado, warden during the period of an emergency such as a tornado, 

windstorm, flood or other act of God. windstorm, flood or other act of God. 

Tree Re~lacement 

W} Tree reRlacement: The tree warden ma.ll reguire that 
replacement of a removed public tree or public shade tree in the 

manner reguired in seelio!! 2Q:~::i gf these ordinances and in an:v: rule 

or re~ulation or the tree warden 

(b) Standards: A person who has removed.a protected tree and is 

required to replace such tree pur:;uant to subsection (a) hereof or as a 
.. 

condition of granting a tree removal permit in accordance with section 

20~33, shall replace such tree within one yearfrom the date of removal 
and in accordance with the following standards: 

,(1) A replacement tree shall be of the same or similar species or 


such other species as deemed advisable by the tree warden in 


accordance with the Tree Manual anti shall have the same or 


equivalent size as measured in DBH inches as that ofthe 
 -
protected tree that has been removed. 



.. 
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(2) In the event that a tree of the same. or equiv;llent size as 


measured in DBH inches cannot be planted, then multiple 

smaller replacement trees may be planted provided that, 

wherever practicable, as determined by the tree warden, the 


total DBH of the replacement trees shall, when. added together, 

equal the total DBH of the fJrotected tree that has been .' 


removed. The tree warden may specify that replacement trees 


be of a minimum caliper when consistent with current accepted. 

., 

practice as statedin the Tree Manual. 

(3) A replacement tree shall be required to survive for a 

minimum, of one (1) year from the date it is Planted: The person 

planting the tree shall provide documentation as to the date of 

planting and file the same with the tree warden within fifteen 

(15) days of the planting of said replacementtree. 

(4) A replacement tree shall be planted on the same lot from 

which the tree was removed or at a location determined by the 

tree warden.in accordance with the priorities stated in the Tree' 


Manual. 


.' Tree Rel2lacement Fund 
" 

(a) Established: There i? !1ereby estab,lished a tree replacement fund 

which shall be held in a separate identifiable account and administered 
 . 
in accordance with applicable provisions ofthe General laws. Any 


payments into the tree replacement fund required by this article shall 

be deposited in the tree replacement furid and shall be used in 


accordance with subse(:tion (c) hereof. 


Ifa) Payment in lieu of olantin2 reolacement treefs): In lieu of Dlantin!!: 
replacement tree as provided in section 20-35, a person who has been 
(b) Payment in lieu of planting replacement tree(s): In lieu of planting a 

a reolacementtreeasorovided in section (a) a Derson who has been 
granted a tree removal permit may make a contribution to a tree granted a tree germit ma:\! mi!ki!! a contribution to the tree 


replacement fun(l in'an amount equal.to the cost to replace the tree in 
 re!!lacemenl fUnd as establi~h!ild in s~lion 20-36.in an amount egual 
accordance with the provisions of section 20-35, which cost shall be. tg the cost tore!!Iace the tree in accordance with the erovisions of 

determined by the tree warden who shall obtain written estimates. 
 section 20-35, which cost shall b~ d~ermined b:\! thg trlile warden 

from at least two (2) tree companies. 
 whg lihall maintain on filg the Cih!::s current tree glanting costs. 

(e) Maintenance of tree replacement fund: The tree replacement fund 

shall be I'!laintained in a separate account in accordance with state law, 

All sums deposited into such fund shall be used s()lely fur the purpose 


. of buying, planting and maintaining trees!n the city. 

r) Rules and regulations: The tree warden Is authorized to 

gromulCi!l!il rlilasonable rulm i!nd regulations to Im!!lement 
administration and enfurcement 2f this section 

http:20-36.in
http:equal.to
http:warden.in
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Enforcement· 

(a) Notice of violation: Any person who violates anyof the provisions 

of this article shall be notified by the tree warden of the specific 

violation by certified or registered mail, return receipt'requested, or by 

hand delivery. The notice shall set forth the nature of the violation and 

a reasonable time period within which complianc~ must be had. The 

tree warden shall send notice of violation of section 20-36, subsection 

(c), which notice shall include the date by whiCh trees were to be 

replaced or pay.ment was to be made for purposes ofcomputing the 

"per day" violation fine, as provided in section 20-313; subsection (c). 

(b) Stop work order: 

(l) Upon notice from the tree warden that work on any 

protected tree, or lot.on which a protected tree is located, is 

being performed contrary to the provisions of this article, such 

work shall be immediatelystopped. The stop work order shall 

be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property 

involved, or to the owner's agent, or to the person doing the 

work; and shall state the conditions under which work will be 
permitted to resume. 

(2) The tree warden is also authorized to request the agency 
which has granted an exterior work permit to order, to the 

extent permissible by law,· that the owner cease any activity 

pursuant to the exterior work permit that might affect such . 
protected tree while a stop work order is pending. 

(3) Anyperson who shall continue any work in or about the 

'protected tree or lot on which a protected tree is located after 

having been served with a stop work order, except such work as 
that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or 
unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine of not more than three 

hundred dolfars ($300.00) for each such violation. Each day 

duringwhkh a violation exists shall constitute a separate 

offense. 

Ie) Injunctjve relief: 

(1) Whenever.there exists reasonable cause to believe that a 
personjs violating this article or-any standards adopted 

pursuantto this article or any term, condition or provision of an 
approved tree removal permit, the city may, either before or 

after the institutionof any other action or proceeding 
. authorized by this article, institute a civil actiOn in the name of 

the city for a mandatory or prohibitory injunction and an order 

of abatement demanding the defendant to correct the unlawful 
condition upon or cease the unlawful use of the property. 



Private Public 

(2) Upon determination of a court that an alleged violation is 

occurring.it'shall enter such order or judgment as is necessary 


- to abate the violation. The institution of an action for injunctive 

relief under this subsection shall not relieve any party to such 

proceedings from any civil penalty.prescribed for violation of 


. this article. 

Penalties 
1. Removal without a permit: Each instance in which a Public Tree is

(a) Removal without a permit: Each instance ill which"aprotected tree 
removed without a permitshall constitute a violation ofthis"article 

is removed without a permit shall constitute a violation of this article 
which shall be subj~ct to a fine in the amount of three hundred dollars 

which shall be subject to a fine in the amount of three hundred dollars 
($300.00). Each day such violation continues shall constitute a 

($300.00). 
. separate offense. 

(b) Failure to replace trees or make payment: Each failure to replace a 
tree or make a. payment into the tree replacement fund shall 

. constitute a separate violation ofthis article which shall be subject to a 
fine in the amount of three hundred dollars ($300.00). Each day such 
violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

(c)eity trees: Nothing herein shall be construed to require the city tei 
make a payment into the tree replacement fund for any tree(s) which 
it removes. 

I 

2. Failure to replace trees or make payment: Each failure to replace a 
tree or make a payment into the tree replacement fund shall 
constitute a separate violation of this article which shall be subject to a 
fine in the amount of three hundreddollars ($300.00). Each d<\y such 
violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

3. Damae:e to Public Tree or Public Shade Tree: carvine:. break!n E! of. 
limbs, eoisonins, shaving of roots, girdling, nailing, togging or 
otherwise damagil'UC. injuring or puttine: a Public Tree or Public Shade 
Tree a1 risk is I!rohibiteg and may be subiflct to a I!enal~ of ~i!OO.OO 
and/or (Qfrective actions shall be reqyjred•.Each da'Lsuch"vioJation 
continlleS shall.J;9nstit!ru1.a separare.offense. 

4. Failure to obtain a I!ermit: Each instiDce in Wl!ichan iction 
reguiring a (!ermit under this ordinan,~ is "conduct~d !!I!ithout a 
oermit shall constitute a violation of this ordinance which shall be 
sublect to a fine in the amount of three hundred dollars {S300).· Each . 
dav such violation continues shall constitute a seoarate offense. 

S. Failure to com!;!ll£ with tl!e Tre!:: ~arden Regula!i2ns: Each 
instance in which an action violates the Tree Warden Rel!:ulations 
shall constitute a violation of this ordinance which shall be subject to 
la fine in the .amount of three hundred~dollars (S300;' Each dav such 
violation continues shall constitute a seDarate offense . 

.... 

6. Nothin~hereiruhall buonstrued to reaui~the eitv to make a 

(!allment for viSllation 


(t) Enforcement: The commissioner of parks and recreation, in his 
capacity as tree warden, or such other municipal official as may 
hereafter be assigned t~e duties of tree warden, shall be authorized to 
enforce the proVisions of this section and issue written notice of the 
following violations: 
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(a) Severability: The provisions of this article are severable. If 
any section, provision, or portion of this article is determined 
to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, then the 

remaining provisions of this article shall continue to be valid. 

.
(a) Severability: The Ilrovisions of this article are severable. If 
any section, provision, or portion ofthis article is determined 
tobe invalid by a couitof competentjurisdiction, thenthe 
remaining provisions of this article shall <;ontinue to be valid. 

, 

{b} Conflict of laws: This article shall not apply to any public (b) Conflict of laws : This article shalr not aeplY to any eublic 
shade tree as that term is defined by the General laws, shade tree as that term is defined by the General laws, 
Chapter 87 or any amendments thereto•. Nothingherein is Cha2ter 87 or any amendments thereto. Nothing herein is 
.intended to conflict with the Ge.nerallaws, Chapter 87 and to intended to conflict with the General laws, Chapter 87 and to. 
the extent that any provision hereof conflicts with said Chapter the extent that any provision hereof conflicts with said Chapter 
87, such provision shall riot be valid. Nothing herein is 87, such provision 'shall not be valid. Nothing herein is 
intended to conflict with existing special permitproce9ures as il"\tended to conflict witt) existing special permit procedures as 
provided in section 30-24 and to the extent that any provision provided in s~tion'30-24 and to the extent that any provision 
hereof conflicts with said special permit procedures, such hereofconflicts with said special permit procedures, such 
provision shall not be valid. provision shall not bevalid. 
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Introduction 

I'm pleased to provide this guide to social service providers needing to interface with the 
Newton Housing Authority on behalf of their clients. 

Due to the regulatory environment the Newton Housing Authority must work withinr we 
hope this guide provides you with an overview that you will find helpful when 
advocating for your clients. 

While this guide is not designed to be a comprehensive tool or to address individual 
situationsl it should provide you with helpful information that will give you the ability to .. 
guide you and your client through the public housing application process with greater 
understanding. 

Jonathan L. Hacker 
Executive Director· 

1. 
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Who WeAre: 

The Newton Housing Authority (NHA) is an independent agency organized under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. While we maintain a cooperative 
working relationship within the City, we are not a department of the City of Newton, nor 
do we receive our program funding from the City. We are governed by a five member 
Board of Commissionersl most of whom are appointed by the Mayor. One appointee is 
a representative of organized labor, one appOintee is a public housing resident and one 
appointment is made by the Governor. 

We receive our funding from both the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Housing 
and Community Development (DHCD). There are occasions when we will seek grants 
for special projectS from the City of Newton. 

We currently have a staff of nineteen, seven of whom work under our 
niaintenance division. 

2. 
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What We Do: 

The NHA provides low-income housing for elderly and disabled clients and 
families under the programs we operate. 

Our current portfolio encompasses 1,035 units of housing of which 441 are 
subsidized units under the Section 8 Voucher Program. We presently do not have 
any availability of vouchers since our allotment is fully utilized. Our Section 8 
Housing Choice Voucher waiting list is currently closed. Consequently, we are 
not able to provide applications for this program. 

Our conventional one-bedroom senior housing funded by HUD encompasses 298 
units including units at the Parker House, Jackson Gardens, Horace Mann, and 
Norumbega Gardens developments, as well as 72 units of recently federalized state 
housing at the Echo Ridge and Nonantum Village developments. 

In addition, we operate 216 units of state-aided housing, including 18 units of 
one-bedroom elderly and disabled housing, 42 one-bedroom units at the Hamilton Grove 
Development under the 667-Section8 Program, 24 units at the New Hyde Development 
of special needs housing for families and individuals who are mobility impaired and 83 
two, three and four bedroom units of family housing as well as additional scattered site 
units. . 

Applicants for our Federal and State Public Housing Programs are offered 
whichever unit is vacant when they reach the top of a waiting list for a specific program. 
Applicants cannotchoose the specific location of the unit offer. Applicants who refuse 
unit offers may reapply if they wish. 

We also have a management program. The NHA has acquired 55 units of 
housing using local inclusionary zoning money. This has allowed us to provide more 
opportunities to our clients. Resident selection for the management program units 
comes fromexistinq Section 8 voucher holders through a process which considers NHA 
subsidy voucher holders of appropriate bedroom size who are in their housing search 
period first, secondly NHA subsidy voucher holders who are presently under lease, but 
who have indicated an interest in moving, and then eligible voucher holders who 
received their voucher from another housing authority or non-profit housing agency. 
The NHA depends upon voucher subsidies in order to support the maintenance and 
operation of these units. 

3. 
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Ability to Assist Your Client: 

In. order for the NHA to interact with you specifically regarding your 
client, you must provide us a release form signed by your client giving us 
permission to speak with you. We will not be able to speak with you about a 
specific case without written authorization. We are·sure you understand why this 
is necessary. A sample release form is attached for your use. Please copy this form as 
the need arises. 

Once you have obtained the signed release and have provided it to us, we will be 
able to communicate with the named party on the release form subject to any 
restrictions requested by the client. 

We have the ability to help you and your client with questions about the 
application process. We can also be helpful in clarifying the documentation that is 
required with submission of your client's application(s). Each of our programs requires a 
separate application due to the fact that different funding sources require different 
formats and information. Each program has a separate waiting list. 

Once the application is completed and submitted with all necessary 
documentation, the application is date and time stamped. Due to the large number of 
applications we receive, a backlog of applications may be in our inventory for processing 
at any time, therefore, it may take us time to evaluate and process the materials. 
Applications are processed in the order in which they are received. Applicants will not 
lose any placement time due to the processing protocol as time and date submission 
determines wait list sequencing. 

Your client will be issued a control number that they should be instructed to keep 
for future reference. -It is always advisable that applications sent to the NHA through 
the USPS be mailed certifiedl return receipt requested or some other form of proof of 
signature. Please spend the time to go over the application with your client to make 
certain that all the information requested has been provided. If you have any specific 
question aboutthe applications, please feel free to call the office and we will be able to 
assist you. 

4. 
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From time to time your clients may ask us to provide to them their updated status on 
our waiting lists. We perform this function on Fridays only due to our heavy call volume. 
If we provide your client with a specific number on the waiting list, it is an 
approximation only. It is not possible for us to provide your client with a specific wait 
time because the preferences and priorities of our programs affect waiting list position 
and placement. 

For example, if your client occupies a place on our State Family waiting list and an 
emergency application qualifies a subsequent applicant for emergency status, the 
emergency applicant will be placed ahead of your client and your client's "number" on 
the waiting list will change. 

Please review the enclosed description of the documentation required with the 
submission of every appfication. 

207-10



How Long Will My Client Have to Wait? 

At the present time we have extensive waiting lists for our programs. It is 
difficult for us to provide an exact wait time; however, it is generally 2-5 years for 
elderly or disabled residents of Newton,S or more years for non-resident elderly or 
disabled applicants, 2-5 years for families with emergency status on our state-aided 
waiting lists and 10 or more years for all other families. 

For state funded public housing, the population of handicapped households is 
limited to 13.5% of the total number of units. As we are currently at this percentagel 

we are only placing elderly (60 years old or over) in our State Elderly/Handicapped one
bedroom program. Therefore, applicants who are under 60 years old will have much 
longer wait times, including applicants under 60 years old who are approved for 
emergency status. 

For our Federal Elderly program, an applicant is considered elderly when he or 
she is over the age of 62. 

If your client is a veteran resident of the City of Newton, he or she will have a 
placement advantage in our Federal Elderly housing program. If your client is a veteran 
residing outside the City of Newton, this client will not receive veteran status. 

If your clients are emergency cases and their emergency applications are 
approved for emergency case status, they will receive faster placement. The speCific 
gUidelines in place for the emergency state application must be completed and 
responded to with the speCific information and language required in order to receive 
emergency case status. Even with this designation the wait time can be 
substantial as there are other applicants with emergency status who applied 
before your client. 

6. 
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Emergency Case Status 

For State Public Housing Programs 


Please pay special attention to the four priority categories and associated necessary 
documentation specified in the State Universal Emergency Application. All State 
Universal Emergency Applications must be accompanied by a State Universal Standard 
Application. Applicants for emergency case status must also meet the age and income 
requirements of our State-Aided housing programs. In order to be found eligible for 
emergency case status, applicants must be homeless as defined in the 
application and qualify for one of the following four emergency priorities. The 
Newton Housing Authority cannot accept incomplete applications. 

Emergency Priority 1: Displaced by Natural Forces such as a fire not due to the 
negligence or intentional act of applicantr or member of applicant's householdr or by an 
earthquaker flood or by a disaster declared of formally recognized under disaster relief 
laws. ; 

Necessary Documentation: Proof of displacement by natural forces such as a report from 
the Fire Departmentr letter from Board of Health or other government agency 
documenting destruction of your resident by earthquake, flood or other disaster. 

Emergency Priority 2: Displaced by Public Action such as the building of a low rent public 
housing projectr a public slum clearance, urban renewal project or other public 
improvement. 

Necessary Documentation: Proof of displacement by public action such as a Relocation 
Notice, letter from Urban Renewal or other government agency documenting public 
works project. 

Emergency Priority 3: Displaced due to enforcement of minimum standards of fitness for 
human habitation established by Article 2 of the State Sanitary Code of Local 
Ordinances. 

Necessary Documentation: Proof of displacement due to State Sanitary Code 
enforcement such as a copy of the complaint listing code violationsr placard, notices or 
letter from Board of Health documenting condemnation. . . 

7. 
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Emergency Priority 4: Emergency Case Plan Categories 

A. 	 Homeless and facing a significant, immediate and direct threat to the life 
or safety of the applicant or any household member for causes other than 
the fault of the applicant or member of the applicant household. 

Necessary Documentation: Proof of no-fault loss of housing such as 
Summary Process Summons and Complaint, court decision and 
execution from the court. 

B. 	 Severe Medical Emergency. An Applicant is suffering a severe medical 
emergency if the applicant household is suffering from an illness or injury 
posing a severe and medically documented threat to life which has been 
significantly caused by the lack ofsuitable housing or as to which the lack of 
suitable housing is a substantial impediment to treatment or recovery. 

Necessary Documentation: Proof of medical condition such as certification 
by physician,'on Housing Authority form AND proof of unsuitable housing 
such as letter from landlord, visiting nurse or Board of Health documenting 
unsuitability of current housing, or photographs of current housing showing 
unsuitable features. 

C. 	 Abusive situation. Please see State Universal Emergency Application for the 
definition of Abusive Situation. 

Necessary Documentation: Proof of abusive situation, such as copies of 
medical reports, police reports, restraining orders, applications for 
criminal complaints, social service evaluations, etc. 

State Public Housing Preferences: 

Your client may also qualify for one or more of the application preferences 
designated by DHCD. The veteran preference for our State Elderly/Handicapped 
Housing Program is only for veterans who are residents of Newton. These preferences 
are as follows: 

A = Veteran 

B =Local Resident 

C = Affirmative Action 
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The Diverse Clients We Serve and the Difficult 
Actions We Must Sometimes Take 

The NHA serves many elderly residents, families and residents who have 
disabilities that may be physical or emotional. There are instances when residents fail to 
meet their obligations under the terms of the program under which they are being 
assisted. There are times when the NHAhas to begin termination of tenancy.. Each 
client is provided with the opportunity for appropriate hearings prior to their termination. 
Terminations are legal proceedings that we do not take lightly. However, our concern is 
focused· not only on the resident being terminated but on the greater good. We must 
safeguard the other residents residing in our property in the event that lease prOVisions 
are violated. 
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The Basics: 

Section 8 Voucher Program: 

The Section 8 Voucher Program is a federally subsidized voucher program that assists 
clients with their rent. Once clients receive a Section 8 Housing Choice Voucherl they 
can rent a unit from a private landlord. Tenants pay a percentage of their income as 
rent and the issuing housing authority pays the rest of the contract rent on behalf of the 
tenant. When a section 8 voucher holder locates a suitable apartment the tenant 
completes a request for tenancy form and submits the form to the issuing housing 
authority. 

The amount of money that the NHA expends in rent payments on behalf of 

our Section 8 dients to private landlords exceeds 6 million dollars annually. 


We presently do not have any availability of vouchers since our allotment is fully utilized. 

LandlordlTenant Issues in the Section 8 Voucher Program: 

OccasionallYI Section 8 voucher holders have difficulties dealing with their landlords. 
The Newton Housing Authority's involvement is generally limited in these cases as our 
Section 8 voucher holders sign a lease directly with the landlord. The landlord then has 

. a contract for subsidy with the NHA. It is the responsibility of the landlord and the· 
tenant to adhere to their respective obligations identified in their lease. 

Centralized Section 8 Waiting List: 

The NHA currently plans to join the centralized Section 8 waiting list once our current 
list created by lottery .in 2002 is exhausted. The Centralized Section 8 Waiting list is 
administered by Massachusetts NAHRO and. around 80 housing authorities participate. 
Qnce~n\appUcant,appJi€$·t() any, one of the participating housing authOrities, the 
appli~Dtis9n. the centralized list fQrall participating housing authorities. When the 
NHAjoinstheCentralized Section 8 Waiting list, we will advertise in local papers and 
with local service agencies. This does not mean there is an increased availability of 
vouchers. Once a participant in the Centralized Waiting Ustl the NHA will continue to 
administer 441 vouchers and the rate of new voucher issuance will remain the same. 
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In the event that the NHA elects to participate in the Centralized Waiting Ust, we will 
continue to maintain separate waiting lists for the Independent Group Residence, 
Project-Based Single Room Occupancy Program at the YMCA and the Set-Aside for 
Victims of Domestic Violence Program. . 

Applicants interested in applying for the Centralized Section 8 waiting list can contact 
any of the participating housing authorities to request an application..Please see the 
attached information packet for more information. 

Capital Improvement Projects: 

We are constantly performing capital improvements to our federal and state properties 
and have spent millions of dollars over the past years providing quality of life 
enhancements to our residents. We are always concerned about our disabled and frail 
clients and will do our best to provide reasonable accommodation when needed. Your 
client may be asked to provide a letter of medical necessity from a physician based upon 
the scope of the accommodation required. 

Congregate Housing: 

Congregate units are located in our Nonantum Village Development. Congregate living 
is for residents who are able to live independently with supportive services that are 
provided by Springwell. Applicants who are interested in this type of housing option 
should meet with the Congregate Coordinator at Springwell. The Congregate 
Coordinator will meet with the applicant and offer a tour of the facility. The Congregate 
Coordinator performs an extensive background check on the interested individual to 
make certain that placement in congregate housing is appropriate. Rndings are 
presented to a MAT Team (Multi-Disdplinary Assessment Team). The MAT Team has 
the final decision as to whether the individual will be placed in congregate housing. 

Emergency Housing: 

Emergency housing is a new component to our programming that came as a result of 
two acquisitions we made on Wyman Street in Waban. We have assisted victims of 
Hurricane Katrina, victims of fires and homeless families in the two emergency units we 
have at Wyman Street. You are welcome. to call us for availability; however, it is 
expected that emergency opportunities will be rare as these units seem to be 
continuously occupied. 

11. 
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I 

I 

I 

1 

With this guide, the Newton Housing Authority has attempted to provide you 
with helpful information for use when working with clients regarding programs run by 
the NHA. Due to the complicated nature of public housing programs, this guide is not 
intended to be all-inclusive. The regulations prescribed by our partners at HUD and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts are subject to change, as is this guide. Therefore, 
although we attempted to make this guide as accurate as possibler .we are not 
responsible for any errors or omissions. 
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Newton Housing Authority Developments: 

Fede@1 Sponsored Developments through the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD): ' 

Parker House 

21 Parker st. Newton Centre, MA (33 Units)' 


Jackson Gardens 

John F. Kennedy Circle and Green St. Newton, MA (64 Units) 


Horace Mann 

Walker St., Watertown St., and Brookside Ave. 

Newtonville, MA 02460 (72 Units) 


Norumbega Gardens 

Ash St. and Auburn St. Auburndale, MA (57 Units) 


Echo Ridge 

Thurston Rd. Newton Upper Falls, MA (40 Units) 


Nonantum Village 

239 Watertown St. Nonantum, MA (26 Units plus 10 Congregate Units) 


State Sponsored Developments through the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD): 

New Hyde Apartments 
82 Lincoln St. Newton Highlands, MA (24 Units for families and individuals 
with mobility impairment) 

Centenary Village 
234 Central St. Auburndale, MA (12 Units) 

Beaconwood Apartments 

Wilson and Hargrave Circle, Newton Highlands, MA (20 Units) 


Hamilton Grove Complex: 

541 Grove St. Newton Lower Falls, MA (42 Units) 

Additionally, the NHA has a number of scattered site units that we own and 
manage. These units provide additional senior and family housing. 

14. 
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Other Resources: 

Newton Community Development Foundation (NCDF): 
617-244-4035 
http://www.ncdf.com/ 

Private, non-profit ~ffordable housing developer and manager. 


Citizens for Affordable Housing in Newton Development Organization, Inc. (Can-DO) 
617-964-3527 
http://www.newtoncando.org/index.html 

Non-profit developer of affordable housing in the City of Newton. 


Jewish Community Housing for the Elderly (JCHE): 
617-912-8400 
http://www.jche.org/home.shtml 
Manager of affordable housing for seniors in the Greater Boston area 

Metropolitan Boston Housing Partnership (MBHP): 
617-425-6700 
www.mbhp.org 
Housing Consumer Education Center 
Resources and information for tenants 

15. 
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ontaet us - - - - -- - - . - --~ - - - = 

Administrative office: 

Newton Housing Authority 

82 Lincoln Street 


Newton Highlands, MA 02461 


Telephone: 617.552.5501 
Facsimile: 617.964.8387 

TDD: . 617.332.3802 

Office Hours 

. 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Monday through Friday 


NHA informational website 
wvvw.newtonhousingarithority.org 

• Programs 
• Resident Services 
• Landlord information 

16 
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Massachusens Lnapltr f\Uc\.Ur-.v 

Massachusetts 
Section 8 


Housing Choice Voucher 

Centralized Waiting List 


Home 


Waiting List Update 


\VlIo ~s Eligible To Apply 


How To Apply 


How to Check Your Status 


to Change Your Address 

of Patticipating Agencies 

Asked Questions 

Questions? 

Call toll-free at 


1-877-868-0040 

:MEMBERS ONLY 
Member Login 

Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 

Centralized Waiting List 

The Section 8 bousing choice voucher program is the federal government's major 
program for assisting very low-income families, the elderly, and the disabled to 
afford decent, safe, and sanitary housing in the private market. 

The Massachusetts Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program Centralized 
Waiting List opened on January 6, 20,03 in accordance with provisions contained in 
the United States Housing Act of 1937, as amended. 

Eighty-one (81) Massachusetts housing authorities utilize this one computerized 
list; all applicant information entered onto this list can be accessed and updated by 
any and all participating housing authorities. Waiting Iist information is secure and 
accessed only by authorized housing authority staffwith special login codes. 

The Massachusetts Centralized Section 8 Waiting List will remain open 
indefinitely. 

The Waiting List is updated every two (2) years. For more info, go to 
Waiting List Update. 

Participating Housing Authorities are accepting applications for the Centralized 
Waiting List at each location. Applicants need apply to only one of the 
participating housing authorities. (See How to AppJy. for preliminary application.) . 

The housing authorities have not been issued any additional Section 8 Housing 
Choice Vouchers; vouchers will be issued based on turnover. For more 
information on the housing choice voucher program, visit the U.S. Department of 
HUD's web site. 

Questions? Call toll-free at 1-877'-868-0040. 

@2009 Massachusetts Centralized Waiting List, All Rights Reserved I PO Box 87271 Boston, MA 02114 
Created and Maintained by Alliance Shared Sef'llices 
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Massachusetts cl1apter l"ll\.U.KV 

Massach usetts 
Section 8 

Housing Choice Voucher 
Centralized Waiting List 

:rrome Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 
How to Apply to the Centralized Waiting ListWaiting List Update 

Complete Preliminary ApplicationWho Is Eligible To Apply 
Contact a participating housing authority 10 have an application mailed to you. 

How To Apply 
OR 

How to Check Your Status 	 Download" and print a Preliminary Application by clicking here. Read the preliminary application 
carefully and complete It fully. 

How to Change Your Address 
• Click here to download a free copy of Adobe Acrobat Reader to view these documents if not 
already installed on your computer. 

List of Pruticipating Agencies 

• Check ALL Preferences that ApplyFrequently Asked Questions 

Please read attached· Definitions of Preferences' to detennine which apply 10 you, and check all 
Questio.ns? that apply. " 

Call toll-free at NOTE: Participating housing authorities mayor may not use some or all of the preferences listed 
1-877~868-O040 	 above. These definitions are minimum quali&ations; housing authorities may have more specific 

criteria within a particular preference. Some participating housing authorities use no preferences and 
select by date & time only. " 

MEMBERS ONLY 

Member Login • Return Completed Application to a Participating Agen cy 


Applications must be completed fully. signed and dated. Appflcant needs to COMPLETE ONLY ONE 
PRELIMINARY APPLICATION and return it to ONE PARTie IPATING HOUSING AUTHORITY. By 
completing the one application, the applicant is included on the Centralized Waiting Usl and 
considered by ALL participating housing "authorities. 

Completed applications may be delivered in person or mailed 10 any participating housing authority. 
Copies, facsimiles or em ails of completed applications will notbe accepted. No documentation is 
needed at time of application. Applications wnl be accept~ ViKhoul regard to race, color, creed, 
religion. sex, national origin. familial status ordisabiHly. 

If you have a disability and require an accommodation, please"call any participating Housing 
Authority. 

Reminder. Only ONE appncation per family will be accepted. rhere is no need to go to more than 
one participating agency to submit an application. 

NOTE: Participating hOUSing authorities may have addltionalhousing assistance programs 
available. Please contact them directly to request information a nd applications for any additional 
housing assistance. ' 	 , 

Download Preliminary Application (using Adobe Acrobat) 
Download Definitions of Preferences (using Adobe Acrobat) 

@2009 Massaehusetis Centralized Waiting LiSt, All Rights Reserved I PO Box 8721 I Boston. MA 02114 
Created and Maintained by Alliance Shared Services 
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Questions? 
Call toll-free at 
1-877-868-0040 

MEMBERS ONLY 
Member Login 

137 Rear Bridge Street, Beverty,MA 01915 978-922-3100 
Boume Housing AuthOrity 

871 Shore Rd., Pocasset, MA 02559 508-563-7485 
BraiRtree Housing Authority . 

25 Roosevel!SI., Braintree, MA92184 781-648-1484 
Bridgewater Housing Authority 

10 Herltage Road, PO BOl( 306, Bridgewater. MA 02324 508-697-7405 
Brookline Housing Authority 

90 Longwood Ave., Brookline, MA 02446617-277-1885 
Burlington Housing Authority 

15 Bircherest St. Burlington, MA 01803 781-272-1786 
Chelmsford Housing Authority 

10 Wilson St, Chelmsford. MA 01824 978-256-7425 
Chelsea Housing Authority 
. 54 Loelle St...Chelsea, MA 02150 617-884-.5617 
Chicopee Housing Authority 

128 Meetinghouse Rd .• Ghlcopee. MA01013 413-592-6122 
Concord Hou sing Authority 

115 Stow st, Concord, MA 01742 978-369-8435 
Danvers Housing Authority 

14 Stone Street, Danvers, MA 01923 978-777-7926 
Dedham Housing Authority 

163 Dedham Blvd., PO Box 4061, Dedham. MA 02026 781-328-3543 
Dennis Housing Authority 

167 Center St, So. Dennis, MA 02660 508-394-3120 
Duxbury Housing Aulhorit~ 

59 Chestnut SI., Duxbury, MA 02332 781-934-0618 
Everett Housing Authority . 

393 Ferry St, Everett, MA 02149 617·387-6389 
FaY. River Housing Authority 

180 !v1organ St .. Fall River, MA 02722 508-675-3595 
FitChburg Housing Aulhority 

50 Day St.,Rlchburg. MA 01420 978-345-1963 
Gardner Housing Authority 
, 116. Church St.. Gardner. MA 01440 918-632-6634 
Gloucester HouSing Authority 

P.O. Box 1599, Gloucester. MA 01931-1599 978-281-4770 
GreenlieldHausing Authority 

One ElmTer•• Greenfield, MA 01301 413-774-2932 
Haverhill Housing Authority . 

25-C Washington Square, Haverhill, MA 01831-2451 978-372-6761 
Holbrook Housing Authority 

One Holbrook Court, Holbrook, MA 02343 781-767·0024 
Holyoke Housing Authority 

475 Maple St., Holyoke, MA 01040 413-539-2220 
Hudson Housing Authority. 

8 Brigham Cir., Hudson, MA 01749 978-562-9268 
Ipswich Housing Authority . 

One Agawam Village, IpswiCh, MA 01938 976"256-2860 
t.awren ce Housing Authority 

353 Elm Street, Lawrence, MA 01842 976-665-3311 
Leomin ster Housing AuthOrity 

100 Main St.. Leominster, MA 01453 978·537-5300 
Lexington Housing Authority .. 

One Countryside Village, LeXington, MA 02420 781-861-0000 
Malden Housing Authority 

89 Pearl St.. Malden, MA 02148 781-322-9460 
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Housing Choice Voucher 

Centralized Waiting List 


I-lome 


Waiting List Update 


Who Is Eligible To Apply 


How To Apply 


How to Check Your Status 


How to Change Your Address 


List ofParticipating Agencies 


Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 
Participating Housing Authorities 

Abington Housing Authority 
71 Shaw Ave., Abington,MA 02351 781-878-3469 

Acton Housing Authority 
68 Windsor Ave., PO BOl( 681, Aclon, MA 01720 978·263·5339 

Amesbury Housing Authority 
180 Main SI., Amesbury, MA01913 978-388-2022 

Amh erst Housing Authority 
33 Kellogg Ave., Amherst, MA 01002 413-256-0206 

Andover Housing.Authority 
100 Morton St., Andover, MA 01810 978-47~2365 

ArlIngton Housing Authority' . 
4 Winslow 51., Ariington, MA 02474 781-646-3400 

Belmont Housing Authority 
59 Pearson Rd., Belmont, MA 02476 617-464-7678 

.Bever1y Housing Authority 
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Marlborough CDA· Housing Division 

240 Main Street. Marlborough, MA 01752 508·624·6908 


Medford Housing Authority 

121 Riverside Ave., Medford, MA 02155 781·396-7200 


Melrose Housing Authority 

910 Main SI., Melrose, MA02176 761·665.1622 


Methuen Housing Authorily

24 Mystic st, Methuen, MA 01844 978·682·8607 


Middleboro Housing Authority 
8 Benton St.. PO Sox 502, Middleboro, MA 02346 508·947·3824 


Millis Housing Authority

clo Dedham H.A., P.O. Box 4067. Dedham, MA 02026 781.326·3543 


MIlton Housing Authorily

65 Miller Ave., Milton, MA 02166 617·696·2169 


Natick Housing Authority 

4 Cottage St. Natick, MA 01760 508·653·2971 


Needham Housing Authority·

clo Dedham H.A., PO Box 4067, Dedham. MA 02026 781.326.3543 

Newburyport Housing Authority 
25 Temple St., Newbul)'port. MA 01950 978-465·7216 

Narth Andover Housing Authority 
Ona Moraski Meadows. No. Andover. MA 01845 978·682-3932 

North Attleboro Housing Authority 
PO Box 668 , Narth AtUebOro, MA 02761 506-695-5142 

Narth Reading Housing Authority 
Peabody Ct.. No. Reading, MA 01864978-664-2982 

Norwood Housing Authority 
40 WitHam Shyne Cit •• NorwOOd, MA 02062 781.762-8115 

Oxford Housing Authority 
23 Wheelock St., Oxford, MA 01540 508-981-5055 

Peabody Housing Authority . 
75 Central st., Ste. 2, PeabOdy,MA 918-531.1938 

Plymoul!!. Housing AiJlhority 
69 Allerton St.. PO Box 3537. Plymouth, MA 02361 508-146·2105 

Quincy Housing Authority
80 Clay Street, Quincy. MA 02110 617-841-4350 

Reading Housing Authority 
22 FrankTanner Dr., Reading, MA 01861 161-9#-0155 

Revere Housing Authority , • 
82-84 Cooledge St.,Revere, MA 02151 181-284-1700 

Salem Housing Authority 
27 Charter St., Satem. MA01970 978-744-443\ 

SarlSbury Housing Authority 
23 Beach Road. Sansbury. MA 01952 918-462-8600 

Shrewsbury Housing Authority
36No. Quinsigamond Avenue .. Shrewsbury, MAOl545 508-157-0323 


Somerville Housing Authority 

30 Memorial Road, SomelVllle, MA02145 611-625-1152 


Southbridge \-lousing Authority 

60 Charlton St., Southbridge. MA 01550 506-765-5858 


Springfield Housing Authority 

PO Box 1609, Springfield, MA 01101 413-785-4517 


Stockbridge Housing Authority 

PO BOx 419, 5 Pine St., Stockbridge, MA 01262-0419 413·298-3222 


Taunton Housing Authority 

30 Olney St.,Taunton, MA 02180 506-823-6308 


Tewksbury Housing Authority 

Saunders Circle, Tewksbury, MA 01816 918-851-7392 


Wakefield HoUsing Authority 

26 Crescent St., Wakefield, MA 01660 781-245·7328 


Walpole Housing Authority , 

8 Diamond Pond Ter., Walpole, MA 02081 508·666-7878 


Waltham Housing Aufhority 

110 Pond St.. Waltham. MA02451 781.894-3357 


Ware Housing Authority

20 Valley View, Ware, MA 01082 413·967-4477 


Warren Housing Authority 

P.O. Box3021,Warren,MA01063 413-436-7184 


Watertown Housing Authority 

55 Waverly Avenue, Watertown, MA 02412 611-923-3950 


Wayland Housing Authority 

106 Main ·St., Wayland, MA 01778 508-655-6310 


WellElsley Housing Authority 

do DedhamH.A.;PO Box 4067, Dedham. MA 02026 781-326-3543 

westfield Housing Authority. 

12 Alice Burke Way, PO Box 99, Westfield. MA 01086 413·566·9283 


West Springfield Housing Authority 

37 Oxford PI., West Springfield, MA 01069 ~13-788-O968 


Weymouth Housing Authority 

402 Essex 51., Weymouth, MA 02188 781-331-2323 


WlIlchendon Housing Authority 

106 Ipswich Dr;, Winchendon, MA 01475 978·297·2280 


Winchester Housing Authority 

13 Westley St. Winchester, MA 01690 781·721·5718 


WOburn Housing Aulllority 

59 Campbell St.. Wobum, MA 01801 7$1.935-0818 


WOrcester Housing Authority 

40 Belmont SI.. Wor.cesler, MA 01605 506-635·3148 


• Additional housing authorities may join at a laler lime and will advertise individl!ally in their local 

areas. 

Watch your local newspapers. 
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Newton Housing Authority 

82 Lincoln Street 


Newton Highlands, MA 02461 


ACCEPTABLE TYPES OF VERIFICATION OF INCOME, ASSETS 
AND FAMILY. PLE-ASE SUPPLY THE VERIFICATION WHICH 
ONLY APPLIES TO YOUR SITUATION******* 

-:-:-_...,.-_ Four (4) recent consecutive ___- Copy ofstub of pension 
****** pay stubs for working people check annuity check, etc. 

-:----:-:--:__ A current letter from the Social 	 ____ Credit union statement 
****** 	 Security office verifYing your 

your SSA or SSI. Such letters are ____ Copy of saving bank 
usually called "Report ofSocial statement for the past 
Security Benefits" three (3) months 

____ An up-to-date letter from welfare statement ____ Copy of IRA or Keough 
****** showing. amount your receive 

(NOT A COpy OF A CHECK)' ____Copy ofbirth certificate 
for all family members 

~--:--c--_Copy of lease or rent receipt 
****** ___ Copy of unemployment 
____ For children 18 years of age or 

older, proofof student status Copy of letter from social 
****** services agency assisting 

____ Copy of court order covering with your support such as 
alimony or child support payments Jewish Family Services 

____ Copy of Social Security-card ~--:--:-- Statement from family 
****** members assisting with your 

-C-:-~-:-- Copy of Alien Card your support 
****** 
____. Last three (3) months of 

checking account statements 

In certain cases, it may be nec~ssary that we request additional verification. Photocopies will be made free 
ofcharge ifthe above documentation is brought into the office. . 

PLEASE NOTE-: AN APPLICATION WILL BE RETuRNED TO YOU IF NOT COMPLETELY 
FILLED OUT, SIGNED OR ACCOMPANIED BY PROOF OF INCOME AND ASSETS. 

Failure to disclose all income, assets and family composition may disqualify you for the program. 

Ifyou have any questions regarding the completion ofthis application, please call 617-552-5501 and we 
will attempt to assist you .. Your cooperation in providing all verification will enable us to process your 

application more quickly. 
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RELEASE AND AUTHORIZATION 


I,~~~____~_____________;of~~______~~__~~~____~~__ 
(Name) (Street) (City) (State) (Zip code) . 

hereby authorize 

Name------------------Address 
------------------~-----

Agency____________~__________ 

to discuss any and all matters with the Newton Housing Authority, its agents) servants or 
employees which they may wish to discuss with me regarding any matters which the Newton 
Housing Authority may feel are related to my housing or my application for housing. I further 
authorize the aforesaid to prqvide the NeWton Housing Authority. its agents, servants or 
employees with copies of any and all documents which refer to me which may be requested by 
the" Newton Housing Authority through its representatives. 

I hereby waive any and all claims. confidentiality and request that the above named cooperate 
with: the Newton Housing Authority to provide the information requested. " 

Signature ofTenantiApplicant _____________ Date ----- 
Signature of Witness ________________ Date ---...:..---- 

;, ' 

! 

, 
~' 

i
·1., 
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-------

, 

. RELEASE AND AUTHORIZATION 

I, __--,....______~ ,of ____~______~______~----~~~ 
(Name) (Street) (City) (State) (Zip code) 

hereby authorize 

.~.'
Nrume__________________________~ .. 
Address 

--------------------~~-

Agency________________________ 

to discuss any and all matters with the Newton Housing Authority, its agents, servants or . 
employees which they may wish to discuss with me regarding any matters which the Newton 
Housing Authority may feel are related to my housing or my application for housing. I further 
authorize the aforesaid to provide the NeWton Housing Authority, its agents, servants or 
employees with copies ofany and all documents which refer to me which may be requested by 
the Newton Housing Authority through its representatives, 

I hereby waive any and all claims, confidentiality and request that the above named cooperate 
with the Newton Housing Authority to provide the information requested. . 

Signature ofTenant! Applicant _______________~ Date 

Signature·ofWitness ___'--________________ Date_~________ 
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