
 

Public Facilities Committee Report 
City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018 

 
Present: Councilors Crossley (Chair), Leary, Kelley, Danberg, Laredo, Gentile  
 
Also Present: Councilors Albright, Downs 
 
City staff Present: Director of Planning and Development Barney Heath, Urban Designer Shubee Sikka, 
Long Range Planner Rachel Blatt Nadkarni, ADA Coordinator Jini Fairley, Director of Transportation 
Nicole Freedman, City Engineer Lou Taverna 
 
#204-18 Verizon petition for grant of location on Walnut Street 
 VERIZON petition for a grant of location to install 215’+ of conduit from existing Manhole 

#16/182 in a southeasterly direction to 227 Walnut Street to provide new service. (Ward 
2) 

Action: Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Danberg not Voting) 
 

Note:   Right of Way Agent Verizon Everette Bryan presented the petition for a grant of location 
to install 215’+ of conduit from existing manhole #16/182 to an easement on the property line at 227 
Walnut Street. At the public hearing on April 4, 2018, the property owner at 227 Walnut Street said that 
no easement had been granted to Verizon. Mr. Bryan stated that the request for work was to the 
property at 241 Walnut Street; the plans submitted were inaccurate. Committee members held the item 
pending submission of corrected plans. The revised plans show the proposed conduit installed to an 
easement at 241 Walnut Street. It was noted that the proposed conduit is for telecommunications fiber 
distribution. The Engineering Department reviewed the proposed grant and has no concerns.  

 
Public Comment 

 
Gerard Slattery, 227 Walnut Street, expressed gratitude to the Committee and Verizon for holding the 
item to ensure that the plans were revised, and the petition was granted to the correct location. 
 
With no other member of the public wishing to speak, the public hearing was closed. Councilor Kelley 
motioned to approve the item which carried unanimously.  
 
#226-18 National Grid petition for grant of location in Karen Road 
 NATIONAL GRID petition for a grant of location to install 220’+/- of 4’’ main in Karen 

Road from existing gas main at #40 Karen Road trenching in a southerly direction to 
houses #50 and #60 for new gas service. (Ward 5) 

Action: Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Danberg not Voting) 
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Note:  National Grid Permit Representative Barbara Kelleher presented the request for conduit 
in Karen Road to provide service to two newly constructed homes at 50 and 60 Karen Road. The Public 
Hearing was opened and closed with no member of the public wishing to speak. Committee members 
expressed no concerns relative to the petition. Councilor Laredo motioned to approve the item which 
carried unanimously.  
 
#227-18 National Grid Petition for a Grant of Location in Brookside Avenue 
 NATIONAL GRID petition for a grant of location to install and maintain approximately 40’+ 

of 8” gas main in Brookside Avenue from the existing 12” gas main at #85 Brookside 
Avenue in a southwesterly direction to a proposed regulator station thence turning in a 
southeasterly direction to the existing 12” gas main approximately 300’+ at the 
intersection of Brookside Avenue/Washington Street. (Ward 3)  

Action: Public Facilities Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  National Grid Permit Representative Barbara Kelleher presented the request to replace 
the existing regulator station in Brookside Avenue. Ms. Kelleher noted that the existing regulator station 
aging and confirmed that the equipment is located underground.  
 
Nathan Aronow, 79 Brookside Avenue, noted that National Grid is frequently on Brookside Avenue to 
complete repairs. He questioned whether competition of this work will decrease the number of visits to 
the site.  
 
Renee Rubio, 80 Brookside Avenue, noted that there may be gas leaks due to the smell of gas on 
Brookside Ave. She questioned the extent of the proposed work.  
 

Ms. Kelleher could not provide an estimate of time for construction but confirmed that 
completion of the work would reduce the number of repair visits to the site. Residents were encouraged 
to request information relative to possible gas leaks on Brookside Avenue through the Clerk’s office or 
through Ward Councilors. With no other member of the public wishing to speak, the public hearing was 
closed. City Engineer confirmed that the grant of located was reviewed and is subject to the conditions 
shown on the petition form. Councilor Leary moved approval of the grant of location which carried 
unanimously.  
 
#228-18 Mayor’s appointment of Robin Maltz to the Solid Waste Commission 
 ROBIN MALTZ, 20 Chatham Road, Newton Highlands, appointed as a member of the 

SOLID WASTE COMMISSION for a term to expire May 31, 2021.  (60 days: 6/16/18) 

Action: Public Facilities Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  The Public Facilities Committee invited Ms. Robin Maltz of 20 Chatham Road to discuss 
her appointment to the Solid Waste Commission. Ms. Maltz noted that she is passionate about solid 
waste management and eager to volunteer for the SWC. She stated that she is particularly interested in 
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food and organic waste initiatives. Committee members were thankful to Ms. Maltz for volunteering. 
With a motion from Councilor Danberg to approve, Committee members voted unanimously in favor of 
the appointment.  
 
#229-18 Mayor’s appointment of Claudine Ellyin to the Solid Waste Commission 
 CLAUDINE ELLYIN, 35 Cloverdale Road, Newton Highlands, appointed as a member of 

the SOLID WASTE COMMISSION for a term to expire May 31, 2021. (60 days: 6/16/18) 

Action: Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Danberg not Voting) 
 
Note:  The Public Facilities Committee invited Ms. Claudine Ellyin of 35 Cloverdale Road to 
discuss her appointment to the Solid Waste Commission. Ms. Ellyin noted that she is currently a member 
of Green Newton, has a background in Earth resources and environmental engineering and works in 
sustainability. She noted that she is passionate about sustainable solid waste management and excited 
to volunteer for the SWC. A Committee member noted that Ms. Ellyin currently participates at Solid 
Waste Commission meetings. Councilor Kelley moved approval of the appointment, which carried 
unanimously.  
 
#235-18 Mayor’s appointment of Amy MacKrell to the Design Review Committee 

AMY MACKRELL, 12 Dexter Road, Newtonville, appointed as a member of the DESIGN 
REVIEW COMMITTEE for a term to expire December 31, 2021. (60 days: 6/16/18) 

Action: Public Facilities Approved 6-0 
 
Note:  The Public Facilities Committee invited Amy MacKrell of 12 Dexter Road to discuss her 
appointment to the Design Review Committee. Ms. MacKrell stated that she is an architect and Design 
Principal and is eager to volunteer for the Design Review Committee to contribute to reviewing the 
unprecedented growth in parts of the City. Ms. MacKrell noted that she has not had an opportunity to 
go to the DRC meetings, but has experience working with municipalities, including design of higher 
education institutions and public universities throughout New England. A Committee member 
questioned Ms. MacKrell’s interest in sustainable design and construction. Ms. MacKrell stated that she 
is interested in sustainable design, and believes it is important to balance good design with community 
values while maintaining the project goals. A Committee member questioned which projects in the City 
Ms. MacKrell believes were exceptionally done. Ms. MacKrell noted that she has been impressed by the 
design of the elementary schools. The Chair thanked Ms. MacKrell for volunteering for the Design Review 
Committee, noting the importance as well as volume of the work. Councilor Leary moved approval of 
Ms. MacKrell’s appointment, which carried unanimously.  
 
#236-18 Mayor’s appointment of Stephanie K. Gilman to the Design Review Committee 

STEPHANIE K. GILMAN, 16 Lewis Street, Newton, appointed as a member of the DESIGN 
REVIEW COMMITTEE for a term to expire December 31, 2021. (60 days: 6/16/18) 

Action: Public Facilities Approved 6-0 
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Note:  The Public Facilities Committee invited former Public Buildings Commissioner Stephanie 
Gilman to discuss her appointment to the Design Review Committee. Ms. Gilman noted that given her 
experience running the DRC, she is cognizant of the workload and importance of reviewing municipal 
projects. She noted that she is looking forward to the opportunity to be involved in municipal building. 
Committee members were thankful for Ms. Gilman volunteering to serve on the DRC, acknowledging 
her experience with the DRC. Councilor Kelley moved approval of the appointment, which carried 
unanimously.  
 
#46-18  Discussion with DPW regarding sewer extension billing  

COUNCILOR GENTILE requesting a discussion on how the City currently bills residents for 
sewer extensions.  

Action:  Public Facilities Held 6-0 
 
Note:  City Engineer Lou Taverna provided an overview of how sewer extensions are billed in the 
City. He noted that prior to 2012, sewer betterment assessments were assessed to residents at the rate 
of $1.00/sq. ft. of frontage and .25 cents/sq. ft. of area. These rates were historical and did not reflect 
inflated costs of sewer extensions. In 2012, the City completed the installation of sewers on Aspen, 
Hawthorne and Studio Road. Because the calculation for the sewer betterment was completed using the 
historical rates for sewer extensions, the cost of the extension to the City was approximately 90% of the 
total cost. It was determined that the rates should be modified for a more proportionate split between 
residents and the City, resulting in a 50%/50% cost split.  
 

Mr. Taverna noted that there are approximately 440 homes in the City that are not connected to 
sewer lines. He stated that some reasons sewer mains may not exist in these locations include remote 
areas and/or difficult topography and/or geology (soil, ledge), and in some cases a pump station may be 
required to overcome topography. He noted that such conditions mean the cost of installation is likely 
to be high.  

 
 In 2016, some residents on Staniford Street indicated their interest in connecting to the sewer 

system but identified that the extension of the sewer system may be cost prohibitive. The pending item 
before the Committee is to possibly reconsider the cost share and possibly raise the City’s share. Mr. 
Taverna state that the Ordinance states that the City will pay a minimum of 50%, noting that the City 
could opt to pay a higher percentage of the work. He noted that in 2016, the Engineering Department 
asked Weston and Sampson to provide a preliminary estimate of the cost of the sewer extension at 
Staniford Street. Because Staniford Street curves, two separate sewers would be required (north/south 
and east/west), resulting in an estimated total cost of $630,000 or $17,000-$22,000 per residence 
(estimate also from 2016). It was noted that residents would need to pay the additional cost ($2,000. Or 
more) of connecting from the main to their property.  

 
The Engineering Department noted that the cost estimates are based on the connection of 

approximately 18 houses to the sewer system. Mr. Taverna noted that it is likely that many homes on 
septic systems are at failure point, require annual emptying and may be a source of soil contamination. 
He noted that some locations are adjacent to wetlands. The Department of Public Health maintains an 
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inventory of residences not connected to sewer, but the alternate systems are not subject to any testing 
other than at point of sale, to comply with Title V. 

  
Committee members were in agreement that there is a public benefit to having all homes on 

sewer but acknowledged the significant number of homes in the City that must be connected. It was 
noted that while all properties along the route would be required to pay a betterment, the betterment 
may be paid back over 20 years, but the City must pay 100% of the cost of construction up front. 
Additionally, the cost of designing the system is at the expense of the City. Committee members noted 
that the City needs a long-range capital plan to address sewer main extensions and questioned whether 
current rates (designed to increase at a rate of 3/9%/year in order to fund system rehabilitation) are 
sufficient to being incorporating this additional work. The Chair noted that next week as part of the DPW 
budget review, we can discuss the status of the fund. Councilors discussed whether it is better for 
ratepayers to wait until the completion of the ongoing sewer rehabilitation project but agreed that 
planning must begin now.  
 

Public Comment 

James and Donna Pine, 50 Staniford Street, noted that they are interested in connecting to the sewer 

system.  

Jim Barberio, 49 Staniford Street, noted that his system is 40 years old and he has it pumped annually. 

He stated that many septic systems on Staniford Street are much older than his. Mr. Barberio is 

interested in connecting to the sewer system.  

It was noted that a petition for a sewer extension requires a public hearing. The Ordinance is 
written in a way that if the sewer passes by the house, the residents must pay the betterment. It was 
noted to residents in attendance (approximately 12) that the public hearing would be taken up soon 
after budget, but that there needs to be a discussion with the Administration and CFO. Councilor Laredo 
motioned to hold the item, which carried unanimously.  

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Public Safety and Transportation Committees 

#52-18  Discussion/ Review on the Street Design Guide 
COUNCILORS CROSSLEY AND ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion and review of the Street 
Design Guide, and how it will inform the Accelerated Roads Program. 

Action:  Public Facilities Held 6-0 
 
Note:  Director of Planning and Development Barney Heath, Long Range Planner Rachel Blatt 
Nadkarni and Urban Designer Shubee Sikka provided an overview of the Street Design Guide. Mr. Heath 
began the presentation, noting that input on the draft document has been received from Planning, 
Transportation, DPW, Engineering, ADA Coordinator Jini Fairley, Police, Fire, Parks & Recreation and the 
Director of Sustainability. Mr. Heath emphasized that the Street Design Guide will be a living document 
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that provides a variety of options and standards that will help guide objective street design. Ms. Sikka 
presented details of the Street Design Guide as shown on the attached presentation.  
 
 Ms. Sikka reviewed the intent to design safe streets that are livable and sustainable for 
pedestrians, drivers, bicyclists and motorcyclists. She noted that data of crash hot spots is being used to 
inform decisions in the guide. Ms. Sikka stated that the document will be used as a reference guide for 
Capital Improvement Projects and noted that the guide will provide recommendations/standards to 
guide design by private entities. Ms. Sikka demonstrated examples of how different options will be 
reflected in the guide for a variety of street and roadway conditions. The Street Design Guide will include 
standards and recommendations for design features including; sidewalks, lighting, storm water 
management systems and bikeways. 
  

Committee members expressed concerns that rather than providing standards and prescriptions 
for following, the Street Design Guide is providing a menu of options for the user to choose. Mr. Heath 
confirmed that there will be clear recommendations based on best practices and internal practices. He 
reiterated that the departments are working together to establish standards that will vary as appropriate 
to different environments (e.g. village v. neighborhood) and street classifications (eg. arterial, collector, 
side street) within the City. Committee members asked whether policy decisions are being made that 
may benefit from Council input. Mr. Taverna noted that many aspects of the guide will include standards 
and recommendations based on best practices, not policy decisions. It was noted that where policies 
(i.e. tree policy) are not based on engineering and design guidelines; discussion remains ongoing. It was 
noted that the guide will be used interdepartmentally and by developers to identify the City’s preferred 
treatment in different scenarios and will identify where and how specific tools should be used.  ADA 
Coordinator Jini Fairley noted that she is drafting an accessibility plan for the City which is helping to 
inform the guide.  
  

Ms. Sikka reviewed the timeline for the ongoing drafting and expects that the final draft guide 
will be ready to present to Public Facilities in June 2018. Committee members emphasized that the 
document should not be finalized until after feedback from the Council. It was made clear that the final 
draft signals the end of the consultant’s work, however. Ms. Sikka reiterated that the Street Design Guide 
will be a living document and can be updated to incorporate more information, such as new technology, 
over time. Councilor Laredo motioned to hold the item which carried unanimously. 
 
#230-18 Mayor’s reappointment of Kenneth White to the Designer Selection Committee 
 KENNETH WHITE, 30 Murray Road, West Newton, reappointed as a member of the 

DESIGNER SELECTION COMMITTEE for a term to expire December 31, 2021. (60 days: 
6/16/18) 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Danberg not Voting) 
 
#231-18 Mayor’s reappointment of James Powers to the Designer Selection Committee 

JAMES POWERS, 11 Star Road, West Newton, reappointed as a member of the DESIGNER 
SELECTION COMMITTEE for a term to expire December 31, 2021. (60 days: 6/16/18) 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Danberg not Voting) 
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#232-18 Mayor’s reappointment of Benjamin Tucker to the Designer Selection Committee 

BENJAMIN TUCKER, 12 Nathan Road, Newton Centre, reappointed as a member of the 
DESIGNER SELECTION COMMITTEE for a term to expire December 31, 2021. (60 days: 
6/16/18) 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Danberg not Voting) 
 

#233-18 Mayor’s reappointment of Marc Resnick to the Design Review Committee 
MARC RESNICK, 1925 Commonwealth Avenue, Auburndale, reappointed as a member of 
the DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE for a term to expire December 31, 2021. (60 days: 
6/16/18) 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Danberg not Voting) 
 
#234-18 Mayor’s reappointment of Jonathan Kantar to the Design Review Committee 

JONATHAN KANTAR, 672 Chestnut Street, Waban, reappointed as a member of the 
DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE for a term to expire December 31, 2021. (60 days: 6/16/18) 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Danberg not Voting) 
 
Note:  After reviewing resumes for candidates attached to the agenda, Committee members 
unanimously supported motions for approval on all reappointments.  
 
The Committee adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Deborah Crossley 
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