
 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of 
Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the  
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 

Public Facilities Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 
 

7:00 PM 
Room 204 
 

Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 

#302-17 Verizon petition for grant of location Windsor Road 
 VERIZON petition for a grant of location to install one new Pole (P.469/20S) on the 

northerly side of Windsor Road 500’+ from Kent Road, to remove a guy wire from a 
tree.  [(Ward 5) 09/11/2017 @11:30 PM] 

 
The Committee will meet jointly with Public Safety and Transportation on the following item: 

 

Referred to Public Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees 
#281-17  Updates on the Washington Street Design 

COUNCILORS CROSSLEY AND CICCONE requesting updates from the Planning 
Department and DPW to the Public Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation 
Committees on the progress and design of the Washington Street 
corridor.  [08/28/2017 @3:13 PM] 

  

#216-17 Approval of Building Design and Construction Sustainability Guidelines 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting approval of the “City of Newton – Public Buildings 
Department – Building Design and Construction Sustainability Guidelines.”  [07/03/17 
@ 12:28 PM] 
 

#317-17        Resolution to support House Bill to protect ratepayers 
                   COUNCILOR CROSSLEY on behalf of Mothers Out Front, requesting a resolution from 

the City Council in support of H.2683/S.1845 that seeks to protect consumers from 
leaked gas while providing economic incentive to providers to repair infrastructure so 
as to reduce methane leaks into the environment [09/25/17 @ 3:07 PM] 

 
#315-17 Discussion with DPW regarding sewer extension billing 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
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COUNCILOR GENTILE requesting a discussion on how the City currently bills residents 
for sewer extensions. [09/18/17 @ 3:51 PM] 
 

#300-17 Mayor’s re-appointment of Marian Rambelle to the Solid Waste Commission 
MARIAN RAMBELL, 2 Harrington Street, Newtonville, re-appointed as a member of the 
Solid Waste Commission for a term to expire October 31, 2020.  (60 days 11/17/17) 
09/08/17 @ 9:11 AM] 
 

Items Not Scheduled for Discussion at this Meeting: 
 
#316-17 Mayor’s appointment of Sunwoo Kahng to the Solid Waste Commission 

Sunwoo Kahng, 60 Garland Road, Newton Centre appointed as a member of the SOLID 
WASTE COMMISSION for a term to expire November 15, 2020. (60 DAYS 12/01/17) 
09/27/17 @ 2:49 PM] 

 
#279-17 Mayor’s appointment of Miles Smith to the Solid Waste Commission  

MILES SMITH, 30 Webster Street, Newton, appointed as a member of the SOLID 
WASTE COMMISSION for a term to expire September 30, 2020. (60 DAYS 11/4/17) 
[08/09/17 @ 11:19 AM] 

 
Referred to Public Facilities Committee 

 #280-17 Updates on the FY18 Accelerated Roads Program 
COUNCILOR CROSSLEY requesting periodic updates to the Public Facilities Committee 
on the FY18 Accelerated Roads Program.  [08/28/2017 @3:13 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#27-16 Updates from the Administration on the renovations at the Aquinas site 
 PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES requesting that the 

School Department and/or Executive Department provide updates on removal of 
asbestos and other toxic materials that were identified at the Aquinas site, the scope 
and timing of window replacement in particular, and renovations that may be 
necessary to facilitate short and long-term plans for uses and operations at the site.  
[01/10/16 @ 1:14 PM] 

 
#171-17 Ordinance Amendment Sec 29-80 Sewer Use Charge 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an amendment to Section 29-80 Sewer Use Charge of the 

City of Newton Ordinances by adding the following sentence at the end of Paragraph (a):  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, seasonal water takers not eligible for an outdoor meter under 
said Section 29-24, shall pay a charge for the use of sewerage works in proportion to water 
consumption.  [05/30/17@ 3:21 PM] 

 Finance Held and Referred the Item to Public Facilities 8-0 

 



Public Facilities Committee Agenda 
Wednesday, September 6, 2017 

Page 3 
 

Referred to Programs & Services, Public Fac. and Finance Committees 
#178-17(B) Appropriate $500,000 for renovations to the Newton Free Library  

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars ($500,000) from bonded indebtedness for the purpose of funding 
renovations at the Newton Free Library to include expansion of the Children’s Room and other 
improvements to the First Floor. [05/30/17 @ 2:38 PM]  
Public Facilities split the item into Part A and Part B.   
Part A – $75,000 for design and soft costs.   
Part B - $425,000 for construction costs 
Public Facilities Approved Part A 7-0 and Held Part B 7-0 on 06/07/17 
Finance Approved Part A 8-0 and Held Part B 8-0 on 06/12/17 

 
Referred to Public Safety & Transportation, Public Facilities, and Finance Committees 
#179-17 Request for parking meter pilot(s) 

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, KALIS, LAREDO AND LEARY requesting a parking meter pilot 
or multiple pilots in Fiscal Year 2018 using the latest technology, which allows 
payment by credit card and other features, such as monitoring meter usage, providing 
feedback to administrators, information to drivers, and allowing time-based fee 
adjustment.  05/22/17 @ 9:15 AM] 

 
#166-17 Resolution that the City become 100% renewable by 2027 
 COUNCILORS SANGIOLO, NORTON & BROUSAL-GLASER requesting a resolution from 

the City Council urging the Newton Legislative Delegation in the State Legislature to do 
everything in its power to bring Massachusetts closer to 100% renewable energy by 
2027 and ensure that the benefits of renewable energy are realized by Massachusetts 
residents from all walks of life.  The Resolution should also include a statement that 
the City Council supports a goal of using 100% clean and renewable energy citywide by 
2027.  [05/19/17 @3:17 PM] 

 
Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#91-17  Licensing agreement for wireless carriers to install equipment on city poles 
COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT AND LAPPIN requesting a discussion with the 
administration regarding possible licensing agreements with wireless carriers, and to 
create a policy and to develop and adopt a uniform license agreement for wireless 
carriers to install wireless communication devices on city-owned poles in the public 
way.  [03/27/17 @ 4:44 PM]  

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#56-17 Request to increase the Public Works Department by one full-time position 
 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to add one full-time employee 

within the Public Works Department to manage all detail requests submitted to the 
Police Detail Coordinator.  [02/27/17 @ 2:42 PM] 
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#5-17  Discussion with DPW regarding salt use for snow clearing operations 
 COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of 

Public Works about City Policy that determines the use of salt on roadways during 
snow clearing operations, to understand how we might minimize the amount of salt 
used overall and consider eliminating the placement of salt barrels at certain locations 
throughout the City. [12/23/2016 @ 8:37 AM] 

 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#385-16 Discussion about the Community Solar Share Program 

 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Administration and 

Public Buildings Department about the Community Solar Share Program, which 

intends to provide credits resulting from solar power generated at 70 Elliot Street to 

qualifying low income residents.  [10/26/16 @ 4:20 PM] 

 

Referred to Public Facilities Committee 

#317-16 Discussion with Double Poles Working Group 
 COUNCILOR LAREDO requesting a discussion with the Double Poles Working Group to 

receive an update on the work of the group and the status of double poles. 
[07/11/2016 @ 12:44 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#344-16 Discussion regarding oversight of all city/school buildings to improve efficiencies 
COUNCILOR LAPPIN requesting a discussion regarding the Public Buildings Department 
overseeing all public buildings, including School Department facilities, to improve 
efficiencies. [10/07/16 @ 10:47 AM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#141-15 Discussion on tracking and improving the condition of the gas utility infrastructure 
 ALD. BROUSAL-GLASER, SANGIOLO, HESS-MAHAN, COTE, NORTON AND ALBRIGHT 

requesting a discussion with the Director of Urban Forestry, a representative of the 
Department of Public Works and a representative of the Law Department about 
tracking and improving the condition of the gas utility infrastructure in Newton, new 
state statutes governing infrastructure repairs, coordination of increased repair work 
with city operations, the status of negotiations with National Grid to compensate for 
tree deaths resulting from gas leaks, and the possibility of creating a utilities working 
group to monitor progress on these and related issues.  [05/26/15 @ 2:52 PM] 

 
#163-16 Request for discussion with DPW to consider amend Ordinance for street 
reconstruction 
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COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, LAREDO & LAPPIN  requesting a discussion with the 
Commissioner of Public Works, to review city policy and/or ordinances governing 
repairs to city streets within a period of years after full reclamation and/or milling and 
repaving of said streets,  and to consider strengthening the requirements for repairs 
so as to protect the public investment in said streets.  

 
#26-16  Proposed amendments to Sec. 5-54 through 5-58 of the Ordinances 
 COUNCILOR CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT, HARNEY AND SANGIOLO requesting revisions to 

Sections 5-54 through 5-58 of the City of Newton Ordinances to clarify the City 
Council’s role and decision-making process with respect to design review, funding, and 
budget oversight during the construction process of municipal capital building 
projects; in particular, to better align City Council decisions with typical steps in the 
design development process, and where applicable, with Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (MSBA) and other state requirements.  [01/11/16 @ 4:53 PM] 

 
#313-15 Request for an update on the Second Water Meter Program 
 ALD. LAPPIN requesting an update from the Department of Public Works on the 

second water meter program including: the progress of the inspection and 
programming of the approximately 900 new outdoor irrigation meters provided by the 
City to property owners that have yet to be inspected and/or programmed by the City; 
the process going forward for the issuance, inspection, programming and tracking of 
second meters; and the notification of residents who already had second meters 
regarding the process for registering their meters.  10/26/15 @ 7:15 PM] 

 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#223-15 Discussion on the process of licensing the use of city buildings 
 ALD. LAREDO requesting a discussion of the process of licensing the current and future 

use of city building, including:  (a) how licensees may request the use of city buildings; 
(b) the process for determining which licensees will get the use of city buildings; (c) 
how the fees for the use of city buildings are set; and (d) how the current process 
compares to the process for permitting the use of school buildings.  [08/13/15 @ 
11:20 AM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#201-15 Discussion regarding the condition of the Kennard Estate building 
 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Public Buildings, the 

Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, and the Executive Department regarding the 
condition of the property located at 246 Dudley Road (Kennard Estate) and how much, 
if any, repairs and upgrades will be needed as the City relocates the Parks and 
Recreation Department to that location.  [09/01/15 @ 4:00 PM]. 

 
#328-14 Review of double utility poles 
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 ALD. ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, & LAREDO requesting a review of double poles in Newton 
including a random sampling of ten double poles on the north side and ten double 
poles on the south side of Newton to determine which utility is holding up the 
removal of double poles. [08/19/14 @ 9:16 AM] 

 
Referred To Programs & Services And Public Facilities Committees 

#36-12 Inspection of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance to require 

inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections prior to 
settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines are 
functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to the city 
sewer mains. 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have to be 

repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 

 Programs & Services Voted No Action Necessary 6-0 on 11/17/14 
 
#367-09 Discussion on repair of underground streetlight connections 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law Department on 

how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose responsibility it is to repair the 
streetlight connection between the manhole and the base of the streetlight.  
[10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
#131-13 Updates and discussion on the sewer, water and storm water systems 
 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER, SALVUCCI, JOHNSON, CICCONE requesting periodic updates 

and discussion, at the discretion of the members of the Public Facilities Committee or 
the Commissioner of Public Works, on the condition functioning, operations and 
management of all elements of the City sewer, water and storm water systems 
including the following: 

 Water meters 

 Implementation of the ten project area strategic plan to remove infiltration in 
the City sewer system 

 Implementation of the long range strategic plan to repair and replace City 
water mains, especially to correct for fire flow 

 Status of the City’s Private Inflow Removal Program to resolve and disconnect 
illegal storm water connections to the City sewer system 

 Current billing practices 

 Rates analyses needed to facilitate an informed comparison of billing options 
to include the following options either alone or in combination:  seasonal rates, 
second meters, tiered rates, frequency of billing, low income credits.   
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#188-14 Update on the Cabot School construction project 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the Cabot Elementary 

School Project. [04/17/14 @ 10:48 PM] 
 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation And Public Facilities Committees 
#413-11 Updates on the renovations to the City’s fire stations 
 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public Facilities and Public 

Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of renovations to the city’s fire 
stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 

 

Referred to Programs & Services Committees and Public Facilities 
#12-17  Request for updates on the Library Expansion Project 
 COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT AND BLAZAR requesting periodic updates from the 

Library Trustees and Library Director on the Library expansion project. [01/03/2017 @ 
3:55 PM] 

 

Referred to Programs & Services Committees and Public Facilities 
#13-17  Request for updates on the Archive Expansion Project 
 COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT, AND BLAZAR requesting periodic updates from 

the City Clerk on the Archives expansion project. [01/03/2017 @ 3:56 PM] 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deborah J. Crossley, Chair 
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Final Label Report #302-17

SBL Owner Number Street Unit

53030 0009B MCGRATH SCOTT TR 226 KENT RD

53031 0010 EPSTEIN GARY O TR 89 WINDSOR RD

53029 0012 GIANELLY ERNESTINE A 92 WINDSOR RD

53031 0011 MAYPOLE JOHN S 101 WINDSOR RD

53029 0013 OSOFSKY MAX ALAN 102 WINDSOR RD

53029 0014 FREEDMAN JUDITH N 108 WINDSOR RD

53031 0012 GOLDBERG JACOB & HELEN CANNING 115 WINDSOR RD

53031 0013 MACKINNON DAVID D 121 WINDSOR RD

53030 0009A UTIN DANIIL 126 WINDSOR RD

53031 0014 JOHNSON KEVIN 131 WINDSOR RD

Friday, September 22, 2017 Page 1 of 1
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CITY OF ?--TEWTON 

October 5, 2015 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

WHEREAS: Leaking gas in the ground is harmful to vegetation and can kill valuable 
shade trees by depriving roots of oxygen, and 

WHEREAS: ln the City ofNewton alone there arc 220 street trees that have been 
removed and 190 street trees damaged as a result of identified LUrrcpaircd gas leaks in Newton; 
and 

\VHEREJ\S: The cost of ·'Vnaccounted for Gas" or "Lost and Unaccounted For Gas" is 
typically passed down from providers to consumers, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Aldermen requests His Honor the 
Mayor that he on behalf of the City complement ongoing discussion with National Grid by 
preparing and filing litigation to recover damages and appropriate remediation and prevention 
relating to harm to City Trees from gas leaks from National Grid infrastructure. 

(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON, City Clerk 
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Newton Mothers Out Front 
Rachel Adler-Golden, Team Coordinator 

617-527-8640

September 29, 2017 

Newton City Council 

Dear Councilors, 

Newton Mothers Out Front requests your support for H.2683/S.1845 An Act 
Relative to Protecting Consumers of Gas and Electricity from Paying for Leaked 
and Unaccounted for Gas. 

H.2683  https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/SD1113
S.1845  https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/H2683

All three of our Newton legislators, Representative Ruth Balser, Representative 
Kay Khan, and Senator Cynthia Creem are cosponsors of this legislation. 

This bill is urgently needed now because: 

• Reports that utilities are required to submit to the DPU every
year show little progress in reducing leaks or replacing leaking
infrastructure.

• Ratepayers are still paying for that lost gas, especially in Newton
where we have hundreds of unrepaired leaks.
See http://tinyurl.com/NewtonLeaksMap

• We need this legislation to make sure that utilities are motivated to find
and fix the largest leaks first.

• This bill requires utilities to use the most effective methods to measure
methane and to know which leaks should be prioritized for repair.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
Best regards,  

Ellie Goldberg, 79 Elmore Street, Newton 02459 | 617-965-9637 
on behalf of Newton Mothers Out Front	

317-17



 

MOTHERS OUT FRONT 
We are mothers, grandmothers, and others who can no longer be silent about the real danger that 
climate change poses to the future of our children and grandchildren. For more information, please 
visit our website at www.mothersoutfront.org.  

317-17 
WHY GAS LEAKS MATTER 
 
Natural gas is leaking near many of our homes, schools, & businesses in Massachusetts 24/7.  

• Some pipelines under our streets are over 100 years old and were laid down after the Civil War.  
 

Natural gas is 95% methane, a potent greenhouse gas. 
• Methane traps 86 times more heat than carbon dioxide for the first 20 years. (2013 IPCC report) 

 
Gas leaks erase all our progress to reduce greenhouse gas: 

• Gas leaks are equivalent to 10% of our emissions.  
(2015 PNAS Harvard/Boston University McKain study) 

• Gas leaks are not counted in our state Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory.   
When they are, they wipe out all our efficiency & conservation efforts to date. 

 
You pay for gas leaks!   

• Utilities pass on the cost of this waste to us as ratepayers.   
• We pay up to $135 million every year in Massachusetts. (2013 Sen. Markey study) 
• In the Boston area alone, the value of lost gas amounts to $90 million, enough to heat 200,000 

homes. (2015 PNAS Harvard/Boston University McKain study) 
 
 

Support H.2683 / S.1845:  The Consumer Cost Protection Bill 
An Act Relative to Protecting Consumers of Gas and Electricity from Paying for Leaked and Unaccounted for Gas 

 
Twelve other states have caps on how much customers pay for lost and leaking gas: 
 

• Connecticut, California, Pennsylvania, Texas, New York, Ohio, and West Virginia have statutes 
or regulations that explicitly discuss lost and unaccounted for (LAUF) gas.    
 

• Arizona, Idaho, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, and New Hampshire have incorporated restrictions 
on LAUF gas recovery into Purchased Gas Adjustment proceedings before state public utilities 
commissions (PUCs).   

 
• Texas reduced its inventory of leak-prone services by an impressive 55% over the two years 

spanning 2011 to 2013 after passing legislation.   
 

 
Numbers, volume and explosive risk of gas leaks are underestimated in MA.   



To see an interactive map of gas leaks, visit www.squeakyleak.org.  The map is provided by Home 
Energy Efficiency Team (HEET) at heetma.org.  

• A 2016 BU study found 7% of leaks are gushing 50% of the gas.  Finding and fixing these leaks 
could solve half the problem.  (Environ. Poll, Hendrick et al.) 

• The same BU study also found 15% of leaks were misclassified as safe, but are potentially 
explosive. (Environmental Pollution, Hendrick et al.) 

• A 2013 BU study found more than twice the number of gas leaks than were reported by 
utilities. (Environmental Pollution, Phillips et al.)  

•  A 2016 study found 1.7 times more leaks than reported by utilities. (MAPC/HEET)   
• A 2015 Harvard study found methane levels 2-3 times worse than estimated by regulators. 

(Proceedings of NAS, McKain et al.) 
• Utilities are working with Mothers Out Front and our allies to identify and fix  

“super-emitters”, the biggest & most environmentally damaging methane leaks. 
 
Natural gas is a bridge fuel to nowhere for Massachusetts: More pipelines and fracked gas would 
bring extra burdens—all at our risk and cost as taxpayers, customers, and citizens.   
 
“...No additional pipeline gas capacity is needed to meet electric reliability needs”  
(2015 MA Attorney General Maura Healey's report) 
“Under business-as-usual circumstances, the region can maintain electric reliability through 2030, 
even without additional new natural gas pipelines. Even under a “stressed system” scenario, there 
are cheaper, less carbon intensive ways to ensure electric reliability, like energy efficiency and 
demand response, that are less risky for ratepayers.” 
 
“Shrinking Need for Natural Gas”  
(2016 Synapse study) 
“Our findings show that any savings created by the Access NE pipeline will be outweighed by its costs, 
which are more than twice what the proponents have generally reported. We have also determined 
that the need for natural gas in New England will decrease dramatically within a few years of Access 
NE’s construction, alleviating the capacity constraints cited to justify the pipeline.”  
 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
We need to #FixBigGasLeaks and fast.   
• Call your local gas company   
• Encourage your town’s DPW to go to Fixourpipes.Org and learn how much money can be saved 

when towns coordinate road work with utility companies.   
• Call your State Senator to support Senate Bill:  

Senate bill S.1845 – The gas leaks consumer cost protection bill filed by Sen. Eldridge, Acton. 
• Call your State Representative to support House Bill H.2683 – The gas leaks consumer cost 

protection bill filed by Rep. Barber, Somerville.   
• Get on the MOTHERS OUT FRONT email list  

http://fixourpipes.org/
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Newton, Massachusetts 
Resolution in Support of H.2683/S.1845 An Act Relative to 

Protecting Consumers of Gas and Electricity from Paying for 
Leaked and Unaccounted for Gas 

 
WHEREAS:   H.2683/S.1845 is an important piece of legislation designed to protect consumers from being 

charged for leaked and unaccounted for natural gas, and this bill would be of great value to Newton  
residents, businesses, and the City. It is now before the Joint Committee of Telecommunications, 
Utilities and Energy, and  

  
WHEREAS:  This bill is designed to protect customers while providing an economic incentive to 

providers to mitigate loss, stimulate development of improved technology and practices as 
well as help reduce heat-trapping methane released during transportation, distribution and 
storage which will help reduce global warming.   

 
WHEREAS:  the numerous ongoing gas leaks in Newton present threats to public health and 

safety, public and private shade trees, damage to road work recently completed, 
etc. 

 
Now therefore be it 
  
RESOLVED: That the Newton City Council  go on record in support of H.2683/S.1845 An Act Relative 

to Protecting Consumers of Gas and Electricity from Paying for Leaked and Unaccounted 
for Gas; and be it further  

  
RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward suitably engrossed copies of this 

resolution to the members of the elected Newton delegation in the House and Senate as 
well as House Speaker Robert DeLeo and Senate President Stanley Rosenberg on behalf of 
the entire Board of Selectmen. 

Date ______________ 
 

   
   

   
   

 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/H2683
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/H2683
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/J37/Committees
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/J37/Committees
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/H2683
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Nadia Khan

From: Louis M. Taverna
Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2017 1:40 PM
To: Deb Crossley (djcrossley26@verizon.net); Lenny
Cc: Theodore Jerdee; James Mcgonagle; Shawna Sullivan; Nadia Khan; John Daghlian
Subject: Sewer Extension betterment Assessments per current Ordinance 

For clarification, 

We (City Council as recommended by Public Works) revised the sewer extension betterment 
assessments city ordinance in 2012, to more equitably assess the cost of the sewer main 
extensions construction installation.  See section 29‐71 and 29‐72. 

Under the old city ordinance, the abutters paid a lump sum of $1.00 per linear foot of 
frontage, plus $0.25 per square foot of area, up to 125 feet deep. The city pays the rest, and 
the city pays at least 50% of the cost of construction. 

When we assessed the cost the Aspen‐Hawthorne‐Studio sewer extension construction, it 
happened that the abutters paid about 10% of the cost of construction, and the city paid 
about 90% of the cost of construction, based on these lump sum prices. 

We changed the ordinance so that the residential frontage and area were eliminated, and the 
residents paid their fair share (up to 50% of the cost of construction), based on a uniform unit 
method.  The residents cost of the construction is divided equally by the number of lots to be 
served by the sewer extension.  The city still pays the other 50% (minimum). 

Section 29‐71 was not changed, and states “A minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the cost of 
installation of new public sewers shall be paid by the city.”   This statement obviously was 
written as open ended.  

I hope this clarifies this. 

Also note:  Should a new house be constructed, and the new owners want to immediately 
connect to the sewer system by a sewer extension only serving their new house, and they 
cannot wait for the due process of city council vote to approve the sewer betterment 
assessments (not the sewer extension), they are welcome to pay 100% of the cost of 
construction on their own. 

Lou 
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Louis M. Taverna, P.E. 
City Engineer 
City of Newton DPW 
1000 Commonwealth Ave 
Newton, MA 02459 
617‐796‐1020 
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