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The location of this meeting is handicap accessible, and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please contact the Newton ADA 
Coordinator Trisha Guditz, 617-796-1156, via email at TGuditz@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at 
(617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the meeting date. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2013 
 

7:00 PM  
Room 209 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
Public hearing assigned for February 20, 2013: 
#51-13 NSTAR ELECTRIC petitioning for a grant of location to install two manholes 

and 441’ + of conduit in ISLINGTON ROAD from Malvern Terrace in a 
northerly direction and 17’ + of conduit in MALVERN TERRACE from Islington 
Road in a southerly direction to Pole # P902/1. (Ward 4)  [01/16/13 @ 2:12 PM] 

 
#52-13 ALD. GENTILE, SANGIOLO AND HARNEY requesting a discussion on the 

status of Moulton Street and Colgate Circle that were built by the City of Newton 
through the Newton Redevelopment Authority as part of the Lower Falls Urban 
Renewal Project. (Ward 4)  [01/28/13 @ 10:53 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#320-12 ALD. SALVUCCI AND GENTILE requesting a discussion with the Engineering 
Division of the Public Works Department regarding the billing and collecting of 
street opening permit fees.  [09/28/12 @ 10:28 AM] 

 
#301-12(2) PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting updates on the progress of the 

Carr School Renovation Project. 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#75-13 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer of seven hundred 

fifty thousand dollars ($750,000) from the Snow/Ice Budget Reserve and the sum 
of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) from the Inclement Weather 
Reserve to the Department of Public Works Snow/Ice Control Rental Vehicles 
Account.  [02/11/13 @ 5:14 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#41-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SALVUCCI requesting a discussion with the 

administration to review how the city inventories, plans for, budgets and accounts 
for needed smaller capital expenditures (currently set at under $75,000), which 
are excluded from the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); how to make these non-
CIP capital maintenance items visible, and how to integrate them with the overall 
planning, CIP, and budgeting processes.  [01/14/13 @ 5:02 PM] 
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Re-appointment by the President of the Board of Aldermen 
#36-13 ARVIN GRABEL, 259 Otis St., West Newton, re-appointed as a member of the 

ENERGY COMMISSION for a term to expire December 31, 2015. [01/07/13 @ 
2:11 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERV. AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#315-12 ALD. FULLER, RICE AND GENTILE of the Angier School Building 
Committee providing updates and discussion on the Angier School Building 
project as it develops through the site plan approval process.  [10-02-12 @ 
3:37PM] 

 
ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
Public hearing assigned for March 6, 2013: 
#71-13 COMCAST petitioning for a grant of location to install 70’ + of 3” conduit in 

NEWTONVILLE AVENUE from 122’ westerly of the intersection of Bowers 
Street and Newtonville Avenue in a westerly direction to 458-462 Newtonville 
Avenue.  (Ward 2) [02/12/13 @ 11:31 AM] 

 
Public hearing assigned for March 6, 2013: 
#70-13 NSTAR ELECTRIC petitioning for a grant of location to install a new pole 

(100/8) in COLUMBUS STREET on the northeasterly side opposite Standish 
Street.  (Ward 6) [02/04/13 @ 1:00 PM 

 
#11-13 ALD. YATES requesting that His Honor the Mayor apply to the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency for designation as a Green Power Partner in 
addition to its designation by the Massachusetts Office of Energy Resource as a 
Green Power Community.  [12/14/12 @ 3:03 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#322-12 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY14-FY18 Capital Improvement 
Program pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/09/12 @ 2:38 
PM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 
Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates.  
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REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FAC., ZAP, AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#256-12 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, SANGIOLO & SWISTON proposing and ordinance 

promoting economic development and the mobile food truck industry in the City of 
Newton. [08/06/12 @4:46 PM] 

 
#246-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending Sec. 25-1, which requires a 

permit to create a trench, be reviewed to determine if a new section relative to 
excavation should be established to regulate unsafe excavation beyond the 
regulation of trenches, as the City Engineer has advised that all trenches are 
excavations, but not all excavations are trenches, which amendment would replace 
Sec. 20-53. Excavations; protection; erection of barriers., which was deleted as 
part of recodification because it conflicted with Sec. 25-1.  

 
#245-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Chapter 11, RECYCLING 

AND TRASH as most recently amended by Ordinance Z-68 and Z-87, dated 
6/21/10 and 5/16/11, respectively, be reviewed and be amended as necessary. 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND PROG & SERV COMMITTEES 
#231-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Sec. 11-11. Permit to 

cart trash and/or recyclable materials. be deleted as G.L.c.111 §31A authorizes 
the Health Department to require registration. for “garbage,” which is addressed in 
Sec. 11-5.  

 
#99-12 ALD. LAREDO, ALBRIGHT, CROSSLEY & KALIS requesting a discussion 

with His Honor the Mayor regarding the creation of a long-range master plan (20-
25 years) regarding the means, methods, timing, and coordination to address the 
City’s complete infrastructure needs, including but not limited to school 
buildings, fire stations, other municipal buildings, streets, sidewalks, trees, 
playgrounds and other recreational facilities, water, stormwater, and sewer 
systems, and all other facilities and infrastructure identified in the city’s recent 
capital assessment.  The master plan should be comprised of specific plans from 
individual departments and at a minimum, the master plan should (a) identify 
those infrastructure needs and (b) present a phased plan, with identifiable funding 
sources for meeting those needs.  [04-04-12 @ 10:30 PM] 

 
#98-12 ALD. SALVUCCI AND CICCONE requesting an update on the new water meter 

installation project and information on how the meters and related equipment are 
functioning.  [03-27-12 @ 9:06 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#36-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance 
to require inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
prior to settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines 
are functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to 
the city sewer mains. 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have 

to be repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
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B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 
accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 
 

#418-11 ALD. CROSSLEY, HESS-MAHAN, LINSKY AND SALVUCCI requesting a 
report from the administration on the status of a strategy to meet the City’s 
obligation as a Department of Energy Resources Green Community to reduce 
municipal energy consumption by 20% over five years, and how that strategy is 
incorporated into the capital improvement plan.  [12/08/11 @ 4:09 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#413-11 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 
Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#383-11(4) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR recommending that Section 29-80 (b)(1) of the City 
of Newton Revised Ordinances, 2007 be amended by revising the stormwater 
rates as follows:  single-family residences $25 per year, two-family residences 
$37.50 per year, and multi-family (3 units or more), commercial, industrial, and 
institutional properties (to include non-profits) would be charged at a rate of $25 
per Equivalent Residential Unit of 2,600 square feet of impervious surface on the 
property to take effect on July 1, 2012. [04-09-12 @ 2:39 PM] 

 
#352-11 ALD. JOHNSON & SCHNIPPER requesting a discussion with the Utilities 

Department regarding the City of Newton’s current water billing practices.  
[10/14/11 @ 2:31 PM] 

 
#172-11 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SCHNIPPER requesting discussion with the 

Utilities Division of the Public Works Department regarding the identification of 
storm water inflow connections to the sewer system, so as to begin the process of 
systematically eliminating such illegal connections, including notifications to 
property owners, educational materials, requirements for corrective actions and 
technical and financial assistance that may be available from the City in order to 
facilitate removal of inflow connections.  [05/26/11 @3:33 PM] 

 
#138-11 ALD. CROSSLEY AND SCHNIPPER requesting a report from the Department 

of Public Works regarding the energy use and maintenance costs for the City’s 
streetlights and gaslights and costs/payback associated with recommended energy 
efficiency measures.  [04-21-11 9:08 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

#41-11 ALD. JOHNSON, LENNON AND DANBERG requesting discussion of the 
elimination, except during snow emergencies, of the overnight parking ban which 
is in effect from November 15 through April 15.  [01/18/11 @ 9:00 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#245-10 ALD. SCHNIPPER AND SANGIOLO requesting discussion with National Grid 

regarding the possible damage to trees as a result of gas leaks.  [09/01/10 4:00 
PM] 

 
#244-10 ALD. SALVUCCI requesting discussion with the Utilities Director and the Public 

Works Commissioner regarding the possibility of installing second water meters 
for outside irrigation.  [08/17/10 @12:18 PM] 

 
#223-10 ALD. YATES & ALBRIGHT requesting updates on the status of the 

reconstruction of the Needham/Newton Street corridor, which include details on 
the reconstruction funding, plans for the revitalization of the area, and plans for 
the implementation of transportation improvements.  [07/15/10 @ 1:02 PM] 

 
#367-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law 

Department on how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose 
responsibility it is to repair the streetlight connection between the manhole and 
the base of the streetlight. [10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
#175-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting monthly updates from the 

Department of Public Works on the Commonwealth Avenue project.  [06-03-09 
@10:30 PM] 

 
#253-07 ALD. LINSKY ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI, 

MANSFIELD, BURG, SCHNIPPER requesting (1) a review as to how provisions 
of applicable ordinances, specifically 5-58, were implemented during the course 
of the Newton North project, and (2) consider proposed revisions of 5-58 
including, but not limited to: 
(a) timely provision of documentation by the public building department to the 

Board of Aldermen and Design Review Committee; 
(b) establishment of liaison committees to facilitate communications and input 

from neighborhoods affected by projects subject to this ordinance; 
(c) approval of final design plans by the Board of Aldermen of projects subject to 

this ordinance; 
(d) oversight during the construction phase of projects subject to this ordinance 

by appropriate Board committee(s) both in respect to approval of change 
orders as well as design changes; and 

(e) generation of a required record detailing the entire construction process by the 
public building department to guide present and future oversight of projects 
subject to this ordinance.  [08/07/07 @ 3:12 PM] 

(f) establishment of a committee to provide oversight for public building 
construction and renovation during all phases of planning, design and 
construction. 

 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Anthony J. Salvucci, Chairman 
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Final Label Report #51-53

SBL Owner Number Street Unit

41026 0013 BROOKS JOHN P & JEAN M ISLINGTON RD

41026 0008 KESSLER EDITH K 200 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0030 SCHOFIELD EDWARD B 215 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0031 GOLANN DWIGHT & SCARLETT HELAINE 221 ISLINGTON RD

41026 0009 LUTWACK MARC 222 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0032 HOLBEIN BRUCE E & LYNN 227 ISLINGTON RD

41026 0010 SAUNDERS WILLIAM S & CANDACE 228 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0033 BUECHE JAMES W & MARIA N 235 ISLINGTON RD

41026 0011 ROBINSON JEFFREY M 236 ISLINGTON RD

41026 0012 JACOBY VALERIE A 242 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0034 GOLDWATER DAVID B 243 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0035 ORTON PIPER S 251 ISLINGTON RD

41026 0014 BROOKS JOHN P & JEAN M 252 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0047 ROTHMAN FRAN TR 264 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0046 WHITE ROBERT E & SHIRLEY A 270 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0036 HOCH DENISE A CHICOINE & WILLIAM V 275 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0045 MONAHON SUSANNAH S & PHILIP C 280 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0044 HAYWOOD DIANA T & JON V 284 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0043 GOMBERG RICHARD FISHER & DIANA 290 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0037 NOVERR JOYCE M 293 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0042 MARSHALL JOHN F & LUCIA M 296 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0038 SHAPIRO JOANNE C 297 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0041 TURYN RICHARD J 300 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0039 MCNEIL ALEXANDER M & MARY SPENCER 301 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0040 NOWAK MARY THERESA 304 ISLINGTON RD

41027 0029 MACDONALD MICHAEL P 10 KINGSWOOD RD

41026 0019 HARRINGTON WESLEY E 1 MALVERN TER

41026 0018 MONTESI LORENZO 9 MALVERN TER

41026 0015 INGHAM DAVID M & EILEEN V 14 MALVERN TER

41026 0017 COSSABOOM CHARLES B & MONICA 17 MALVERN TER

41026 0016 CHENEY NEIL M III & BLACK ANN E 22 MALVERN TER
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Memorandum on Moulton Street, Colgate Circle 

1/25/2013 

HISTORY 

 The City of Newton, in the mid-1960s, created two urban renewal projects, in Newton Corner and Newton 

Lower Falls. They were administered by the Newton Redevelopment Authority, a city agency, and used a 

mix of federal, state and municipal funds.  

 The Lower Falls project had two components: a federally-financed area along Washington Street that 

resulted in the creation of the New Falls apartments and several smaller apartment and office buildings; and 

a state-financed area that resulted in the creation of the Spaulding and Sly office park and the development 

of "upper" Moulton Street (which had existed as an unpaved road from the 1800s) and Colgate Circle.  

 In 1968 a plan was submitted to the state detailing the land to be taken by eminent domain, to be used for 

the office park and for the house lots to be sold along the totally reconstructed Moulton Street and the 

newly constructed Colgate Circle. (See attached map.)  

 The plan specifically stated that "All existing streets [i.e. Moulton Street] are privately owned; proposed 

streets will be publically owned". A total of 449,992 sq. ft. of land was acquired, of which 45,952 was 

designated "total public use (streets)".  

 The City Engineer then designed the new/reconstructed streets and a contractor selected to build them, all 

with public funds. The lots were then sold and houses constructed in the early 1970s.  

PROBLEM 

 The newly created streets were essentially "land-locked"; they did not connect to a through-street, as 

required of any roadway to be owned by a municipal government. An effort was made in 1976 to have the 

Newton Redevelopment Authority and/or the city improve the 150 ft. of Moulton Street that was not part of 

the redevelopment project so it could be accepted as a public way. This failed and the docket item was 

eventually voted NAN.  

LOGIC 

 The roadways in question were built with public funds (state and city); designed to city specifications; and 

clearly intended in the redevelopment plan as submitted by the city to the state to be public roads. It is 

inconceivable that the state and city would do all of this work to create private ways.  

 The City of Newton was the owner of the land on which the streets were built. It is only because of a law 

relating to ownership of private ways that, technically, the land is now "owned" by the abutters.  

 Therefore, the city has a serious obligation to accept these streets as public ways, as a matter of fulfilling its 

commitment to the state when it accepted funds for this project, to carry out its good-faith responsibilities 

as the developer of the land, and as a matter of fairness to the many people who purchased their homes 

assuming the streets were public ways.  
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SOLUTION 

 The city can "connect" the two streets to Grove Street by taking action to accept Cornell (from Grove to 

Moulton) or the 150 ft. of Moulton between the entrance to New Falls apartments and the main portion of 

Moulton reconstructed by the Redevelopment Authority. How either of these is accomplished is for the city 

to decide.  

 

 

-- 

John Stewart 
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Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future  

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DATE:  February 5, 2013 
 

TO:  Candace Havens, Director, Planning and Development Department 
     
FROM:  Katy Hax Holmes, Senior Planner 

    
CC:  Design Review Committee 

 
SUBJECT: Carr School Development Review Team Meeting (DRT) 1.16.13 

A Development Review Team (DRT) meeting was held on January 16, 2013 to discuss the proposed plans for 
re-adapting the Carr School on Nevada Street for use by elementary school populations in the City.  
Departmental representatives in attendance were Alexandra, David and I from Planning, Patrick Baxter and Bill 
Paille from the Transportation Division, Sargeant Babcock and Captain Gromada from the Police Department, 
Alicia Bowman, Pedestrian Coordinator; Miriam Tuchman from Public Buildings, Regina Moody, School 
Transportation Coordinator; Lou Taverna from the Engineering Division, and architects for the project.   
The site plan included a dedicated bus lane along the east side of the school screened with landscaping, and a 
blue zone located in front of the school, thereby separating the drop-offs and pick-ups for buses and cars to 
address following concerns cited in Board Order 301-12:  
 

4.a.  Investigate and develop a parent drop-off and pick-up blue zone adjacent to the site, but such blue 
zone shall not be in the rear parking area as shown on the plans referenced in Condition #1.  
4.b. Investigate and develop an appropriate bus drop-off and pick-up location on or adjacent to the site 
that addresses student safety, traffic circulation, and provides landscape screening to mitigate impact 
on neighborhood residences, if needed.   
4.c. Maximize staff parking on-site consistent with the areas shown on the plans referenced in 
Condition #1 for staff parking, which may include a reduction in the parking stall dimensions, the width 
of maneuvering aisles, and landscape screening, provided such reductions can safely accommodate 
staff, handicap vans, and emergency vehicles. 
 

The DRT representatives emphasized that this new site plan achieves safe access to the Carr School for the 
following reasons: 

 Due to its temporary use as a satellite school, fewer children will be walking to this school than in the 
past.  More buses will serve the site, so there will generally be more traffic at peak times.  

 The separation of buses and cars offers safer access for all students, as the number of children crossing 
the street to get to the school will be reduced.  Students will not be forced to cross to school in front of 
the buses.  Buses and vehicles will also be routed from different directions to reinforce the separation.  

Setti D. Warren 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Department of Planning and Development 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

 

 

 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1142 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

www.newtonma.gov 
 

Candace Havens 
Director 
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 It is of benefit to student safety and the neighborhood to have buses removed from the street.  If 
buses pick up and drop off at the curb, no cars may pass them, thus creating backups throughout the 
neighborhood during those times.  Neighbors would also not be able to exit their driveways during 
peak loading and unloading hours.  

 This plan also allows for the Special Ed vans to have improved means of entry to both the front and 
rear accessible entrances to the school. 

 The rear baseball field will also be relocated in order to improve emergency access and enable more 
efficient use of the available paved area to create more staff parking spaces, reducing parking in the 
surrounding residential neighborhood.  The Fire Department is in support of improved emergency 
access on-site, as it is currently very limited. 
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Sullivan Shawna

Copies to: sullivan shawna <ssullivan@newtonma.gov>,
salvucci anthony <asalvucci@newtonma.gov>

From: DEBORAH CROSSLEY <djcrossley26@verizon.net>
To: lennon scott <sflennon@comcast.net>
Subject: Fwd: New members for the Energy Commission
Date sent: Sun, 03 Feb 2013 15:57:06 -0500

Hi Scott,

You may remember I asked to hold the reappointment of Arvin Grabel in PF, who has served the EC over
two decades.
This was because over the last few months the Chairman had not been able to communicate with him to
assure he wished to continue. As you can see below, he does not. Not sure if he got back to Shawna.
But Eric Olson asked me to forward this.

This leaves that BoA seat open, and as well, still one mayoral seat.
The commission seeks to broaden its expertise in part by finding someone familiar with energy efficient
building construction techniques. Also, there remains only one woman on the Commission - so there are
a couple of names floating who may fit the bill.

I would be pleased to continue to help work on recommending a name to you.

Best,

Deb

Deborah J. Crossley
A L D E R M A N
dcrossley@newtonma.gov
617/ 775-1294 cell phone

When responding, please be advised that the Secretary of the Commonwealth
has determined that email may be considered a public record.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Eric Olson <eolson@brandeis.edu >
Date: February 2, 2013 1:55:36 PM EST
To: Deb Crossley <djcrossley26@verizon.net>, Halina Brown <HBrown@clarku.edu>
Subject: Fwd: New members for the Energy Commission

We have another opening on the Commission.

Best,

Eric

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Arvin Grabel <agrabel@ece.neu.edu >
Date: Wed, Jan 30, 2013 at 2:20 PM
Subject: RE: New members for the Energy Commission
To: Eric Olson <eolson@brandeis.edu>

Printed for Sullivan Shawna, 15 Feb 2013, 13:54        Page 1 of 2
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Eric-I have been asked to take my oath on Feb. 20. After more than 25 years on the
Energy Commission, I think it is time for new blood. If it helps, I'll stay until someone is
appointed in my place.

It has been very rewarding working with you and the current group. I think we've
accomplished some and helped Newton but there is much to do. I don't think I have the
stamina for another three years.

I'll see you on 2/18 for my swan song.

Arvin

Printed for Sullivan Shawna, 15 Feb 2013, 13:54        Page 2 of 2
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