
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 2013 
 

Present:  Ald. Salvucci (Chairman), Albright, Gentile, Crossley, Laredo, and Lappin 
Absent:  Ald. Lennon and Danberg; Also present:  Ald. Harney, Johnson and Yates 
City officials present:  John Daghlian (Associate City Engineer), Ouida Young (Associate City 
Solicitor), Josh Morse (Interim Public Buildings Commissioner), Michael Cronin (Chief of 
Operations; School Department), Joseph Russo (Assistant Superintendent for Elementary 
Education; School Department); Jonathan Yeo (School Committee Member) Diana Fisher-
Gomberg (School Committee Member), and David Turocy (Commissioner of Public Works) 
 
#112-13 VERIZON NEW ENGLAND, INC. petitioning for a grant of location to relocate 

Pole # 78/4 on WILLIAMS STREET northerly 65’+ from its current location in 
order to relocate service to a customer.  (Ward 3) [02/27/13 @ 9:35 PM] 

ACTION: HELD 6-0 
 
NOTE: Scott Burns, Verizon Right of Way Agent, presented the petition to relocate a 
pole on Williams Street at the request of the property owner of 32 Williams Street to provide 
utilities to the new building located at 32 Williams Street.  Williams Street is a dead end and the 
existing pole is located at the end of the street by the Charles River.  The property owner at 32 
Williams Street requested the relocation of the pole to provide electrical services for the new 
two-family house.   
 
 Associate City Engineer John Daghlian provided the attached presentation.  As the 
existing pole and the new proposed location are within the 100’ floodplain area, any change of 
location or undergrounding of the utilities would require Conservation Commission approval.  
Mr. Daghlian would suggest providing utility services by undergrounding the services from an 
existing pole located at 28 Williams Street, as detailed in the attached presentation.  By going 
underground from that pole, overhead wires in front of 28 Williams Street would be eliminated.   
 
 The public hearing was opened and Ralph Robard, owner of 32 Williams Street, stated 
that the existing pole at 32 Williams Street is an unsightly double pole with sagging wires.  The 
pole is also located within 1’ of the driveway for 32 Williams Street.  He felt that by changing 
the pole location it would eliminate the double pole and the sagging wires.  Mr. Robard is not 
opposed to undergrounding the wires and using the existing pole at 28 Williams Street but would 
need to know the cost associated with it.  Mr. Robard’s other alternative is to relocate the new 
house’s electrical service to the opposite side of the house closer to the existing pole at 32 
Williams Street and attach overhead or underground depending on the expense.  If Mr. Robard 
were to use the existing pole and attach overhead, there would be no approval required from 
either the Board of Aldermen or the Conservation Commission. 
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 Daniel Schindler, 31 Williams Street, does not want the pole moved.  Lauren Binder, 27 
Williams Street is not in favor of the pole location, as the current pole is in a discreet location.  In 
addition, 28 Williams Street would have two utility poles in close proximity to the house.   
 
 It was suggested that the Committee hold the grant of location until Mr. Robard 
investigates the cost of undergrounding the utilities from the pole at 28 Williams Street and if 
necessary, receives Conservation Commission approval.  Ald. Albright moved hold, which 
carried unanimously.   
 
#113-13 DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE in accordance with §5-58 of the City of 

Newton Ordinances petitioning for site plan approval for the following 
installation of modular classrooms: 
A) Four (4) modular classrooms with associated connectors at Bowen Elementary 

School, 280 Cypress Street (Ward 6) 
B) One (1) modular classroom with associated connectors at Burr Elementary 

School, 171 Pine Street (Ward 4) 
C) One (1) modular classroom with associated connectors at Horace Mann 

Elementary School, 687 Watertown Street (Ward 2) 
D) Up to four (4) modular classrooms with associated connectors at Mason-Rice 

Elementary School, 149 Pleasant Street (Ward 6) [03/11/13 @ 2:41 PM] 
ACTION: APPROVED 5-0 (Lappin not voting) 
 
NOTE: Josh Morse presented the request for site plan approval for up to ten modular 
classrooms at four elementary schools.  The new modular classrooms are to be used to address 
increased enrollment and space issues at the Bowen, Burr Mason-Rice and Horace-Mann 
Elementary Schools.  The School Committee has reviewed and approved the modular classrooms 
at each school.  Proposed site plans were submitted to the City’s Design Review Committee for 
review and were approved on March 5, 2013.  The Planning Department provided a review of 
the siting of the modular classrooms and connectors, which was attached to the agenda.   
 
 Gary Brock of HMFH Architects reviewed the proposed modular classrooms for the four 
schools.  A PowerPoint presentation was provided, which is attached.  Mr. Brock began review 
of the site plans with the proposed four modular classrooms for Bowen Elementary School.  The 
modular classrooms would be located on the south side of the building towards the rear of the 
building.  There is an existing modular classroom at the school that would need to be removed 
from the site.  The existing modular classroom is square and flush against the school.  The 
proposed modular classrooms are rectangular instead of square in shape, as the rectangular 
configuration would provide a better sight line and would not impinge on the play area located in 
the rear of the school.   
 
 The modular classroom to be removed from the site would either be moved to the Horace 
Mann Elementary School or sold.  It would be up to contractor to determine whether to sell or 
reuse the modular classroom.  There are benefits to both options and the contractor would need 
to provide information on whether the modular would be sold or reused when submitting the bid 
for the project.  The modular classroom does not meet the standards for the current stretch codes 
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and would have to be upgraded to meet those codes if it were to be reused.  It may be more cost 
effective for a contractor to sell the modular classroom to be used for something that does not 
require the same level of renovation to meet code.  The City would evaluate each proposal to 
determine the best option for the City.  The School Administration has reviewed both options for 
the modular classroom at Horace Mann School and agreed to either option.   
 
 The proposed location for the one modular classroom proposed at the Burr Elementary 
School is on the southeast side of the school next to a kindergarten classroom.  The location is 
the mirror image of the modular classroom installed in 2011.  The proposed modular classroom 
at the Horace Mann Elementary School would be located in the front of the school next to the 
existing modular classroom, which is being used as a library.  The architects investigated several 
other locations; however, due to site grading and mechanical issues, the proposed location was 
deemed the most appropriate.  The proposed and existing modular classroom exteriors that face 
the street would be refaced to create an aesthetically pleasing façade for the front of the building.   
 
 The proposed locations for the two modular classrooms at Mason Rice Elementary 
School are on the south side of the school.  The Request for Proposals will also include an 
alternate for two additional modular classrooms, which would be installed next to the two 
proposed modular classrooms.  The alternate classrooms would not be necessary for another two 
years but if they were purchased now, it would generate savings through economy of scale.  By 
purchasing the two alternates, the City could save between 10 and 12%, which would be 
approximately $50,000 in savings.   
 
 It was pointed out that the school has the potential for a permanent addition.  The 
addition would not be constructed for at least five years and the School Department needs to 
address capacity issues now and in the near future.  The modular classrooms are not a permanent 
solution to the School Department’s capacity issues.  The modular classrooms are expected to be 
in place for eight to ten years.  The School Department is addressing the space needs at all of the 
elementary schools in priority order.   
 
 The public hearing was opened and Lynn Slobodin, 61 Washburn Avenue is in favor of 
the modular classrooms but is concerned about a memorial garden located near the proposed 
modular classroom site at Burr Elementary School.  Assistant Superintendent for Elementary 
Education Joseph Russo responded that the Burr School principal has called the memorial garden 
to the attention of the architects for the school and community.  No one else wished to speak for 
or against the modular classrooms; therefore, the public hearing was closed.   
 
 Ald. Laredo moved approval of the site plans, which carried by a vote of five in favor and 
none opposed.   
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#135-13 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 

seven hundred fifty thousand dollars ($750,000) from Free Cash to the 
Department of Public Works Snow and Ice Removal accounts.   

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0 (Lappin not voting) 
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NOTE: Commissioner of Public Works David Turocy presented the request for $750,000 
from Free Cash to complete this winter’s funding of snow and ice removal.  The Public Works 
Department has spent just under $4 million dollars on snow and ice this season.  If the requested 
$750,000 is approved, it will bring the total to just under $4.1 million, which averages to a cost 
of $54,000 per inch.  The Commissioner reminded the Committee that this year’s cost includes 
the Parks and Recreation Department’s snow clearing costs.  The costs are in line with previous 
years costs.  The request would allow the Department of Public Works to finish paying for all 
snow and ice operations.   
 
 The Commissioner will be looking at snow plowing contractual services over the summer 
to determine if adjustments need to be made to contract language in order to generate 
efficiencies.  The Commissioner is also looking at different equipment and materials for further 
cost savings.  The Public Works Department monitors the weather forecast carefully to try to 
respond to each storm with the appropriate level of equipment, employees and contractors to 
minimize costs.  It was suggested that the Commissioner should ask the Executive Office to 
investigate hiring an assessment person to determine if there are other efficiencies related to 
snow and ice management that the City could capture.   
 
 A few years ago, the Board of Aldermen formed a sub-committee to look at snow costs.  
It was determined that if the City continues to have a “black roads policy,” snow management 
costs are going to be substantial.  The City could investigate instituting a different type of policy 
and the costs would decrease.  With that, Ald. Gentile moved approval, which carried 
unanimously. 
 

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERV. AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#315-12 ALD. FULLER, RICE AND GENTILE of the Angier School Building 

Committee providing updates and discussion on the Angier School Building 
project as it develops through the site plan approval process.  [10-02-12 @ 
3:37PM] 

ACTION: HELD 5-0 (Lappin not voting) 
 
NOTE: The Board of Aldermen and School Committee will meet jointly to receive a 
project update and review of the 50% schematic designs.  There is another joint meeting with the 
Board of Aldermen and School Committee tentatively scheduled on July 15, 2013 for an update 
and review of the final schematic design materials.  There is some question as to whether the 
meeting in July is needed, as Ald. Fuller providers the Board of Aldermen with regular updates 
on the project and the Board of Aldermen’s role does not start until September after the Design 
Review Committee has approved the site plan for the school.  It was pointed out that by having 
the meeting in July, the Board would have an opportunity to look at the schematic design, value-
engineering choices and to learn more about the project as it progresses.  The more information 
the Board is given the less likely there will be any surprises regarding the plan for the project.  
With that, a motion to hold the item was approved.   
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Anthony J. Salvucci, Chairman 
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