
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The location of this meeting is handicap accessible, and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please contact the Newton ADA 
Coordinator Trisha Guditz, 617-796-1156, via email at TGuditz@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at 
(617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the meeting date. 

CITY OF NEWTON 

 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2013 

 

7 PM or if there is a Committee of the Whole meeting, Public Facilities will begin at the 

conclusion of the Committee of the Whole. 

Room 209 

 

ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 

#52-13 ALD. GENTILE, SANGIOLO AND HARNEY requesting a discussion on the 

status of Moulton Street and Colgate Circle that were built by the City of Newton 

through the Newton Redevelopment Authority as part of the Lower Falls Urban 

Renewal Project. (Ward 4)  [01/28/13 @ 10:53 PM] 

 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#173-13 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting the sum of two hundred eighty-two 

thousand dollars ($282,000) be appropriated from bonded indebtedness for the 

purpose of purchasing a street sweeper and backhoe for the Department of Public 

Works in accordance with the Fiscal Year 2014 Capital Improvement Plan.  

[04/29/13 @ 6:05 PM] 

 

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERV. AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#315-12 ALD. FULLER, RICE AND GENTILE of the Angier School Building 

Committee providing updates and discussion on the Angier School Building 

project as it develops through the site plan approval process.  [10-02-12 @ 

3:37PM] 

 

#418-11 ALD. CROSSLEY, HESS-MAHAN, LINSKY AND SALVUCCI requesting a 

report from the administration on the status of a strategy to meet the City’s 

obligation as a Department of Energy Resources Green Community to reduce 

municipal energy consumption by 20% over five years, and how that strategy is 

incorporated into the capital improvement plan.  [12/08/11 @ 4:09 PM] 

 

ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 

Public hearing assigned for June 5, 2013: 

#190-13 HPC WIRELESS petitioning for a grant of location to install 4” fiber optic cable 

duct bank in WEBSTER STREET from an existing pole to the Massachusetts 

Turnpike Property.  (Ward 3) [05-01-13 @ 10:07] 
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#163-12 ALD. CROSSLEY AND SALVUCCI requesting discussion with the Department 

of Public Works to review prioritization of snow and brush storage sites across 

the city and to remove the Nahanton Park site from the list in order to facilitate 

location of the temporary fire station while Station #10 (Dedham Street) is under 

construction.  [04/25/13 @ 4:30 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#41-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SALVUCCI requesting a discussion with the 
administration to review how the city inventories, plans for, budgets and accounts 
for needed smaller capital expenditures (currently set at under $75,000), which 
are excluded from the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); how to make these non-
CIP capital maintenance items visible, and how to integrate them with the overall 
planning, CIP, and budgeting processes.  [01/14/13 @ 5:02 PM] 

 

#153-13 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the progress 

of the citywide storm water system assessment needed to define the scope of 

repairs to the system, as well as methods of financing the assessment and an 

accounting of the storm water enterprise fund.  [04/02/13 @ 11:02 AM] 

 

#152-13 ALD. ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion with the Department of Public Works 

regarding the new LED streetlight pilot.  [04/01/13 @ 8:53 AM] 

 

REFERRED TO PUB. FACIL., PROG. & SERV. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#138-13 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate an amount 

that is yet to be determined from bonded indebtedness for the purpose of funding 

the Carr School renovation project.  [03/25/13 @ 3:58 PM] 

 

#131-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER, SALVUCCI, JOHNSON, CICCONE requesting 

periodic updates and discussion, at the discretion of the members of the Public 

Facilities Committee or the Commissioner of Public Works, on the condition 

functioning, operations and management of all elements of the City sewer water 

and storm water systems including the following: 

 Water meters 

 Implementation of the ten project area strategic plan to remove infiltration 

in the City sewer system 

 Implementation of the long range strategic plan to repair and replace City 

water mains, especially to correct for fire flow 

 Status of the City’s Private Inflow Removal Program to resolve and 

disconnect illegal storm water connections to the City sewer system 

 Current billing practices  

 Rates analyses needed to facilitate an informed comparison of billing 

options to include the following options either alone or in combination:  

seasonal rates, second meters, tiered rates, frequency of billing, low 

income credits.  [03/23/13 @ 11:13 AM] 
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#112-13 VERIZON NEW ENGLAND, INC. petitioning for a grant of location to relocate 

Pole # 78/4 on WILLIAMS STREET northerly 65’+ from its current location in 

order to relocate service to a customer.  (Ward 3) [02/27/13 @ 9:35 PM] 

 
#11-13 ALD. YATES requesting that His Honor the Mayor apply to the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency for designation as a Green Power Partner in 
addition to its designation by the Massachusetts Office of Energy Resource as a 
Green Power Community.  [12/14/12 @ 3:03 PM] 

 
#301-12(2) PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting updates on the progress of the 

Carr School Renovation Project. 
 

REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 
#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 

Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates.  

 

REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FAC., ZAP, AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#256-12 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, SANGIOLO & SWISTON proposing and ordinance 

promoting economic development and the mobile food truck industry in the City of 

Newton. [08/06/12 @4:46 PM] 

 

#246-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending Sec. 25-1, which requires a 

permit to create a trench, be reviewed to determine if a new section relative to 

excavation should be established to regulate unsafe excavation beyond the 

regulation of trenches, as the City Engineer has advised that all trenches are 

excavations, but not all excavations are trenches, which amendment would replace 

Sec. 20-53. Excavations; protection; erection of barriers., which was deleted as 

part of recodification because it conflicted with Sec. 25-1.  

 

#245-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Chapter 11, RECYCLING 

AND TRASH as most recently amended by Ordinance Z-68 and Z-87, dated 

6/21/10 and 5/16/11, respectively, be reviewed and be amended as necessary. 

 

#99-12 ALD. LAREDO, ALBRIGHT, CROSSLEY & KALIS requesting a discussion 

with His Honor the Mayor regarding the creation of a long-range master plan (20-

25 years) regarding the means, methods, timing, and coordination to address the 

City’s complete infrastructure needs, including but not limited to school 

buildings, fire stations, other municipal buildings, streets, sidewalks, trees, 

playgrounds and other recreational facilities, water, stormwater, and sewer 

systems, and all other facilities and infrastructure identified in the city’s recent 

capital assessment.  The master plan should be comprised of specific plans from 
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individual departments and at a minimum, the master plan should (a) identify 

those infrastructure needs and (b) present a phased plan, with identifiable funding 

sources for meeting those needs.  [04-04-12 @ 10:30 PM] 

 

REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#36-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance 

to require inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 

prior to settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines 

are functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to 

the city sewer mains. 

 

A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have 

to be repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 

B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  

[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 

 

REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#413-11 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 

Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 

renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 

 

#138-11 ALD. CROSSLEY AND SCHNIPPER requesting a report from the Department 

of Public Works regarding the energy use and maintenance costs for the City’s 

streetlights and gaslights and costs/payback associated with recommended energy 

efficiency measures.  [04-21-11 9:08 AM] 

 

REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

#41-11 ALD. JOHNSON, LENNON AND DANBERG requesting discussion of the 

elimination, except during snow emergencies, of the overnight parking ban which 

is in effect from November 15 through April 15.  [01/18/11 @ 9:00 PM] 

 

REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#245-10 ALD. SCHNIPPER AND SANGIOLO requesting discussion with National Grid 

regarding the possible damage to trees as a result of gas leaks.  [09/01/10 4:00 

PM] 

 

#223-10 ALD. YATES & ALBRIGHT requesting updates on the status of the 

reconstruction of the Needham/Newton Street corridor, which include details on 

the reconstruction funding, plans for the revitalization of the area, and plans for 

the implementation of transportation improvements.  [07/15/10 @ 1:02 PM] 

 

#367-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law 

Department on how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose 
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responsibility it is to repair the streetlight connection between the manhole and 

the base of the streetlight. [10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 

#253-07 ALD. LINSKY ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI, 

MANSFIELD, BURG, SCHNIPPER requesting (1) a review as to how provisions 

of applicable ordinances, specifically 5-58, were implemented during the course 

of the Newton North project, and (2) consider proposed revisions of 5-58 

including, but not limited to: 

(a) timely provision of documentation by the public building department to the 

Board of Aldermen and Design Review Committee; 

(b) establishment of liaison committees to facilitate communications and input 

from neighborhoods affected by projects subject to this ordinance; 

(c) approval of final design plans by the Board of Aldermen of projects subject to 

this ordinance; 

(d) oversight during the construction phase of projects subject to this ordinance 

by appropriate Board committee(s) both in respect to approval of change 

orders as well as design changes; and 

(e) generation of a required record detailing the entire construction process by the 

public building department to guide present and future oversight of projects 

subject to this ordinance.  [08/07/07 @ 3:12 PM] 

(f) establishment of a committee to provide oversight for public building 

construction and renovation during all phases of planning, design and 

construction. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

  Anthony J. Salvucci, Chairman 
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Sullivan Shawna

Date sent: Tue, 14 May 2013 15:21:57 -0400
Subject: Public Ways for Moulton/Colgate
From: Moulton Colgate <moultongailcornellcolgate@gmail.com>
To: asalvucci@newtonma.gov
Copies to: ssullivan@newtonma.gov

Dear Alderman Salvucci:

We are sending this email to each of the Public Facilities members. Thank you for taking the time to hear
our request on Moulton/Colgate item #52-13. We realize it is an unusual situation and we are happy to
answer any questions you may have. We are also happy to provide tours to any interested Committee
members. If you are interested in arranging a tour time please feel free to contact Sally Kessel,
skessel@rcn.com 617-699-8805 or Jack Ahern, jaher2@aol.com 617-965-3406. We think if you see the
site and the different sections of the road it will make it easier to visualize and discuss.

Our goal is to convince you that the City should take responsibility for bringing Upper Moulton and
Colgate Circle up to standards and accept these sections as public ways at no cost to the residents. We
believe that our situation is unique and the usual process for accepting a public way does not apply to us.
The City created the street, using City and State public funds, with the express purpose of making them
public ways. When item #52-13 was discussed in Committee on February 20, 2013 City officials were not
aware of any other private way in the City that was created by the City to City standards, with City and
State funds. We should not be forced to pay to bring the streets up to standard for acceptance because
we believe the City should have been maintaining the roads all along.

Sincerely,

Public Ways for Moulton Colgate Committee

Jack Ahern , 46 Moulton St.

Chris Ahern, 46 Moulton St.

Lori Breslow, 11 Colgate Circle

Bill Kessel, 49 Moulton St.

Sarah Kessel, 49 Moulton St.

Anthony Munchak, 67 Moulton St.

Bill Renke, 142 Cornell St.

John Stewart, 23 Pierrepont Rd.

Printed for Sullivan Shawna, 16 May 2013, 16:35        Page 1 of 1
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PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2013 

 

#52-13 ALD. GENTILE, SANGIOLO AND HARNEY requesting a discussion on the 
status of Moulton Street and Colgate Circle that were built by the City of Newton 
through the Newton Redevelopment Authority as part of the Lower Falls Urban 
Renewal Project. (Ward 4)  [01/28/13 @ 10:53 PM] 

ACTION: HELD 8-0 

 

NOTE: The item was docketed in response to requests from former Ald. Stewart on 
behalf of residents of Moulton Street and Colgate Circle.  There were two urban redevelopment 
projects in Newton Lower Falls that began in the 1960s and continued into the 1970s.  The 
project along Washington Street, which created the New Falls apartments and several office 
buildings was federally funded and the project which developed upper Moulton Street and 
Colgate Circle along with an office park was state funded.  The Newton Redevelopment 
Authority was essentially the project manager for both projects.  The current residents of 
Moulton Street and Colgate Circle believe that when the projects were undertaken the intent was 
to take both Moulton Street and Colgate Road as public ways and that as they were not taken at 
that time, the City should reconstruct the streets and accept them as public ways at the City’s 
expense.   

 City Engineer Lou Taverna explained that City standards and state law require that all 
streets accepted as public ways have an egress onto a public way.  Currently, the upper portion of 
Moulton Street and Colgate Circle do not meet this standard.  There are two options for Moulton 
Street and Colgate Circle to become public ways.  The first option is to accept all of Moulton 
Street as a public way.  The first 200’ of Moulton Street from Washington Street was accepted, 
as a public way in the 1970s.  The next 200’ of Moulton Street was not part of either 
redevelopment project and was not built to City standards for width when it was created in the 
1920s.  It has a 30’ right of way layout.  If the City were to accept the portion of Moulton Street 
that is now private, it would require a full-depth reconstruction of the private portion and 
property takings along the 200’ that was not part of either project in order to meet the City’s 
standards for public ways, which is a minimum of 40’ for the right of way.  The rough estimated 
cost for the reconstruction is between $300,000 and $600,000, which could result in a betterment 
assessment of approximately $10,000 per property.   

 The second option would be to accept Cornell Street, Colgate Circle and a portion of 
Moulton Street, excluding the 200’ of Mouton Street that cannot meet the standards for 
acceptance without property takings, as public ways.  By accepting the Cornell Street as a public 
way, that portion of Moulton Street would then have an egress into a public way.   The 
acceptance of Cornell Street would require agreement of at least 50% of the residents to become 
a public way and fund the cost of some type of paving.  Cornell Street is in better shape than 
Moulton Street and would not likely need a full-depth reconstruction; therefore, the cost would 
be less, should mill and overlay be the recommended method. 



 John Ahern, 46 Moulton Street, stated that he does not believe that the Cornell Street 
residents would be interested in street acceptance.  However, the owners of the properties along 
the 200’ of Moulton Street that would require takings may be in favor of the takings in order to 
make Moulton Street a public way.  The neighborhood will be holding a meeting and the 
residents of Cornell Street and Moulton Street will be consulted regarding street acceptance. 

 

 It was pointed out that it is the City’s opinion that the residents should pay for the street 
acceptances but a case can be made that the City should fund the necessary reconstructions as the 
streets were supposed to become public ways as part of the redevelopment projects.  

 A motion to hold the item was made and supported by a unanimous vote.  The 
Committee members asked for further historical information and better estimates for both 
options before the next discussion.  In addition, the Committee would like to hear from property 
owners on both Cornell Street and the portion of Moulton Street that would require takings.   
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