
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2013 
 
Present:  Ald. Salvucci (Chairman), Lennon, Albright, Crossley, Danberg, and Laredo 
Absent:  Ald. Gentile and Lappin  
Also present:  John Daghlian (Associate City Engineer), Josh Morse (Interim Commissioner of 
Public Buildings) 
 
#190-13 HPC WIRELESS petitioning for a grant of location to install 4” fiber optic cable 

duct bank in WEBSTER STREET from an existing pole to the Massachusetts 
Turnpike Property.  (Ward 3) [05-01-13 @ 10:07] 

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0 
 
NOTE: Rich Pasciuto, Representative of HPC Wireless, presented the request for a grant 
of location to install underground fiber optic cable in new duct bank in Webster Street to provide 
better mobile telephone services.  There is a large tower located on Massachusetts Turnpike 
authority property, which the fiber needs to reach to provide increased capacity to support 
mobile phones.  The installation will begin at an existing utility pole near Webster Park to the 
driveway to the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority property.   
 
 The Department of Public Works has reviewed and recommended approval of the 
project.  The City is reconstructing Webster Street this construction season and would like HPC 
Wireless to complete all of its work as soon as possible so the street reconstruction is not 
delayed.   
 
 The public hearing was opened and no one spoke for or against the petition.  A 
Committee member questioned whether the project would improve cell service in the Waban 
area around Cold Spring Park.  Mr. Pasciuto stated that the above project would not affect cell 
service in the Waban area but there are Sprint upgrade projects planned in that area of the City to 
improve coverage and increase capacity.  However, the upgrades would only improve service for 
residents that subscribe to Sprint for service.  With that, Ald. Crossley moved approval, which 
carried unanimously.   
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#211-13 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 

the sum of two hundred seventy-five thousand dollars ($275,000) from bonded 
indebtedness to fund accessibility improvements at the Lower Falls Community 
Center.  05/28/13 @ 3:51 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0 
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NOTE: Interim Public Buildings Commissioner Josh Morse presented the request for 
$275,000 for accessibility improvements at the Lower Falls Community Center.  The total 
project cost is $300,000, which includes $25,000 for design that was previously approved by the 
Board of Aldermen.  The attached project budget breakdown provides further detail on the costs 
for the accessibility improvements.   
 
 The proposed improvements include renovations to all bathrooms, the addition of a 
vertical lift between the main floor and the gym, replacement of the water bubbler, hardware 
replacement, signage and other minor improvements.  The community and city groups heavily 
use the Lower Falls Community Center and it is a polling location as well.  It will be a benefit to 
all users when the building is accessible.  Commissioner Morse presented the attached plans at 
the meeting.  Once the accessibility improvements are done, the building will be complete in 
terms of capital improvements.   
 
 Accessibility improvements related to building renovations are triggered when the 
renovation of a building results in 33% increase to the valuation of the property within a three-
year period.  There have been improvements to the Lower Falls Community Center over the past 
three years that have triggered the accessibility requirement.  Once the work is complete, the 
building will meet all the accessibility requirements under the Architectural Access Board 
standard.   
 
 The project was sent out to bid and three contractors bid on the project.  Two bidders 
came in below the estimated cost of the project.  The bid results are attached.  The project was 
awarded to Barbato Construction, as the low bidder.  The Public Buildings Department has 
worked with Barbato Construction a number of times and has been pleased with their work.   
 
 Ald. Danberg moved approval, which carried unanimously.   
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#212-13 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of sixty-

five thousand dollars ($65,000) from the Public Buildings Department Full-time 
Salaries Account and appropriate the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars from 
Free Cash to fund the purchase of vehicles for the Public Buildings Department.  
[05/28/13 @ 3:50 PM]  

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0 
 
NOTE: Interim Public Buildings Commissioner Josh Morse presented the request for 
$100,000 to purchase two vans and two cars at auction.  The Public Buildings Department will 
also be purchasing one natural gas pick-up truck.  Over the past year, the department has lost 
three vehicles that were considered not worth repairing and surplused.  A fourth vehicle will 
require replacement in the very near future as it will not pass inspection without extensive repairs 
like the replacement of a rotted frame.   
 
 The Commissioner explained that the purchase is being funded through a combination of 
$35,000 from Free Cash and $65,000 from unexpended salary funds within the Public Buildings 
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Department due to vacant positions.  The new vehicles will not go home with employees 
overnight.   
 
 Commissioner Morse explained that the City would be looking at using natural gas 
vehicles in the future.  The cost of natural gas fuel is less expensive and it burns cleaner than 
gasoline.  The Committee requested further information on natural gas vehicles.   
 
 Ald. Laredo moved approval of the item, which carried unanimously.   

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERV. AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#315-12 ALD. FULLER, RICE AND GENTILE of the Angier School Building 
Committee providing updates and discussion on the Angier School Building 
project as it develops through the site plan approval process.  [10-02-12 @ 
3:37PM] 

ACTION: HELD 6-0 
 
NOTE: The item was held without discussion.   
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Anthony J. Salvucci, Chairman 



#211-13 

 

Lower Falls Community Center Accessibility Project Budget Breakdown 
 

Construction  $ 263,164.00 

Contingency(4.3%)  $ 11,836.00 

Total Funding Reques t  $ 275,000.00 

Design(previously approved)  $ 25,000.00 

Total Project Cost  $300,000.00 
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