
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The location of this meeting is handicap accessible, and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please contact the Newton ADA 
Coordinator Trisha Guditz, 617-796-1156, via email at TGuditz@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at 
(617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the meeting date. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2012 
 

7 PM 
Room 209 
 
ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED: 
 
Chairman’s Note:  Stephanie Pollack, Chair, Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) will 
provide the Committee with a presentation related to the recommendations of the Transportation 
Advisory Committee.  
 
THE FOLLOWING FOUR ITEMS ARE SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING: 
#197-12 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting the Board of Aldermen authorize a long-

term lease with the solar photovoltaic firm, Ameresco Solar Inc., to allow for the 
installation of solar panels on the rooftops of five (5) public schools:  Newton 
North High School, Brown Middle School, Memorial-Spaulding Elementary 
School, Countryside Elementary School and Bowen Elementary School.  
[07/02/12 @ 5:03 PM] 

 
#198-12 NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location for a utility control box, 

regulator station and to install and maintain 128’ + of 12” and 8” gas main in 
AUSTIN STREET from the existing 8” gas main in Chestnut Street easterly to the 
proposed regulator station and from the proposed regulator station to the existing 
8” gas main.  (Ward 3)  [06/19/12 @ 1:44 PM] 

 
#199-12 NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location for a utility control box, 

regulator station and to install and maintain 78’ + of 8” gas main in 
WASHINGTON STREET at CHESTNUT STREET from the exiting 24” gas 
main easterly to the proposed regulator station and from the proposed regulator 
station to the existing 10” gas main. (Ward 3)  [06/19/12 @ 1:44 PM] 

 
#200-12 NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location for a utility control box, 

regulator station and to install and maintain 60’ + of 16”, 12”, and 8” gas main in 
BEACON STREET at WABAN AVENUE from the existing 16” gas main 
easterly, to the proposed regulator station and from the proposed regulator station 
to the existing 12” gas main. (Ward 5)  [06/19/12 @ 1:44 PM] 
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 REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#187-12 ALD. SALVUCCI AND GENTILE requesting discussion with the 

Administration regarding the contracts that the City has entered into pertaining to 
natural gas and electricity. [05-31-12 @11:02 AM] 

 
 REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#106-12 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 

one hundred sixty thousand dollars ($160,000) from bonded indebtedness for the 
purpose of purchasing a street sweeper.  [04-09-12 @ 3:39] 

 
#172-11 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SCHNIPPER requesting discussion with the 

Utilities Division of the Public Works Department regarding the identification of 
storm water inflow connections to the sewer system, so as to begin the process of 
systematically eliminating such illegal connections, including notifications to 
property owners, educational materials, requirements for corrective actions and 
technical and financial assistance that may be available from the City in order to 
facilitate removal of inflow connections.  [05/26/11 @3:33 PM] 

 
ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#170-12 ALD. SANGIOLO, BAKER, BLAZAR , JOHNSON, and YATES requesting the 

creation of an ordinance to govern the naming of public assets of the City, 
including the interior and exterior features of public buildings, lands, and water 
bodies of the City, as well as any public facilities and equipment associated with 
them, all to serve the best interests of the City and to insure a worthy and 
enduring legacy for the City’s physical facilities and spaces, including 
appropriately honoring historic events, people, and places. [05/29/12 @ 1:34 PM] 

 
#99-12 ALD. LAREDO, ALBRIGHT, CROSSLEY & KALIS requesting a discussion 

with His Honor the Mayor regarding the creation of a long-range master plan (20-
25 years) regarding the means, methods, timing, and coordination to address the 
City’s complete infrastructure needs, including but not limited to school 
buildings, fire stations, other municipal buildings, streets, sidewalks, trees, 
playgrounds and other recreational facilities, water, stormwater, and sewer 
systems, and all other facilities and infrastructure identified in the city’s recent 
capital assessment.  The master plan should be comprised of specific plans from 
individual departments and at a minimum, the master plan should (a) identify 
those infrastructure needs and (b) present a phased plan, with identifiable funding 
sources for meeting those needs.  [04-04-12 @ 10:30 PM] 

 
#98-12 ALD. SALVUCCI AND CICCONE requesting an update on the new water meter 

installation project and information on how the meters and related equipment are 
functioning.  [03-27-12 @ 9:06 AM] 
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#54-12 ALD. SALVUCCI, BLAZAR AND FULLER requesting the creation of a 

revolving fund into which 50% of all betterment income shall be deposited to be 
used exclusively for individual requests for betterments.  [02/02/12 @ 10:21 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#36-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance 
to require inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
prior to settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines 
are functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to 
the city sewer mains. 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have 

to be repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 

 
#418-11 ALD. CROSSLEY, HESS-MAHAN, LINSKY AND SALVUCCI requesting a 

report from the administration on the status of a strategy to meet the City’s 
obligation as a Department of Energy Resources Green Community to reduce 
municipal energy consumption by 20% over five years, and how that strategy is 
incorporated into the capital improvement plan.  [12/08/11 @ 4:09 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#413-11 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 
Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#383-11(4) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR recommending that Section 29-80 (b)(1) of the City 
of Newton Revised Ordinances, 2007 be amended by revising the stormwater 
rates as follows:  single-family residences $25 per year, two-family residences 
$37.50 per year, and multi-family (3 units or more), commercial, industrial, and 
institutional properties (to include non-profits) would be charged at a rate of $25 
per Equivalent Residential Unit of 2,600 square feet of impervious surface on the 
property to take effect on July 1, 2012. [04-09-12 @ 2:39 PM] 

 
#352-11 ALD. JOHNSON & SCHNIPPER requesting a discussion with the Utilities 

Department regarding the City of Newton’s current water billing practices.  
[10/14/11 @ 2:31 PM] 

 
#139-11 ALD. LINSKY, DANBERG & SALVUCCI proposing that §26-71, 26-72 and 

26-73, Sidewalk construction requested by owners, Materials for sidewalk 
construction, and New curbing installation, respectively, be amended to extend 
participation in the betterment program to property owners who voluntarily pay 
the residual 50% of the costs over time in addition to the 50% initial payment 
provided under the ordinance.  [04-27-11 @9:38 AM] 
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#138-11 ALD. CROSSLEY AND SCHNIPPER requesting a report from the Department 
of Public Works regarding the energy use and maintenance costs for the City’s 
streetlights and gaslights and costs/payback associated with recommended energy 
efficiency measures.  [04-21-11 9:08 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

#41-11 ALD. JOHNSON, LENNON AND DANBERG requesting discussion of the 
elimination, except during snow emergencies, of the overnight parking ban which 
is in effect from November 15 through April 15.  [01/18/11 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#311-10(A) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an appropriation in the amount of three 
million three hundred thirty-five thousand dollars ($3,035,000) from bonded 
indebtedness for the purpose of funding the FY 2011 Capital Improvement Plan 
projects as follows: [11/29/ 10 @ 3:23 PM] 

  
Architectural Design and Engineering/ Next Scheduled Fire Station $400,000 

A-2 - HELD 6-0 $270,000 for final design bidding and construction admin on 
12/08/10 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#245-10 ALD. SCHNIPPER AND SANGIOLO requesting discussion with National Grid 
regarding the possible damage to trees as a result of gas leaks.  [09/01/10 4:00 
PM] 

 
#244-10 ALD. SALVUCCI requesting discussion with the Utilities Director and the Public 

Works Commissioner regarding the possibility of installing second water meters 
for outside irrigation.  [08/17/10 @12:18 PM] 

 
#223-10 ALD. YATES & ALBRIGHT requesting updates on the status of the 

reconstruction of the Needham/Newton Street corridor, which include details on 
the reconstruction funding, plans for the revitalization of the area, and plans for 
the implementation of transportation improvements.  [07/15/10 @ 1:02 PM] 

 
#367-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law 

Department on how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose 
responsibility it is to repair the streetlight connection between the manhole and 
the base of the streetlight. [10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
#175-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting monthly updates from the 

Department of Public Works on the Commonwealth Avenue project.  [06-03-09 
@10:30 PM] 



PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
Wednesday, July 18, 2012 

Page 5 
 

#253-07 ALD. LINSKY ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI, 
MANSFIELD, BURG, SCHNIPPER requesting (1) a review as to how provisions 
of applicable ordinances, specifically 5-58, were implemented during the course 
of the Newton North project, and (2) consider proposed revisions of 5-58 
including, but not limited to: 
(a) timely provision of documentation by the public building department to the 

Board of Aldermen and Design Review Committee; 
(b) establishment of liaison committees to facilitate communications and input 

from neighborhoods affected by projects subject to this ordinance; 
(c) approval of final design plans by the Board of Aldermen of projects subject to 

this ordinance; 
(d) oversight during the construction phase of projects subject to this ordinance 

by appropriate Board committee(s) both in respect to approval of change 
orders as well as design changes; and 

(e) generation of a required record detailing the entire construction process by the 
public building department to guide present and future oversight of projects 
subject to this ordinance.  [08/07/07 @ 3:12 PM] 

(f) establishment of a committee to provide oversight for public building 
construction and renovation during all phases of planning, design and 
construction. 

 
#385-07  ALD. SCHNIPPER AND GENTILE updating the Public Facilities Committee on 

the progress of the Newton North High School Project.  [11/21/07 @ 10:23 AM] 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Anthony J. Salvucci, Chairman 
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Overview of Newton’s 

Solar Lease and Power Purchase Agreement  

July 12, 2012 

Purpose:   

In an effort to  promote locally generated renewable energy  and help stabilize municipal energy costs 

over the next twenty years, the City is proposing to enter into a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with a 

private solar energy firm to address these goals.   Through a long-term lease with the City, Ameresco 

Solar, Inc. (Ameresco) would be allowed to construct, install, operate, and maintain solar panel arrays on 

the rooftops of five municipal school buildings. Under the PPA, the City will pay for energy produced by 

Ameresco and receive financial reimbursements from our electricity supplier, NSTAR.   

Background: 

The Solar Panel Project was initiated at the end of 2010 through the issuance of a Request For 

Qualifications under Chapter 25A of the Massachusetts General Laws.   In June 2011, the City 

interviewed three qualified prospective solar installers and began exploration of the engineering and 

financial terms for such a project.   With assistance from members of the Energy Commission, an 

independent consultant, and City staff, extensive research and financial modeling for solar installation 

and power production were conducted .   

Ameresco was the second of the three firms selected who conducted an analysis of City facilities and 

demonstrated the most promise for reaching a long term agreement with the City while meeting City 

goals.  As such, the City signed a memorandum of understanding with the company in February 2012 

acknowledging Newton’s interest in Ameresco   conducting a feasibility study, developing  options for 

installations at public buildings, and proposing PPA pricing.  Ameresco conducted its evaluations and 

preliminary conceptual design and delivered a proposal to the City in May 2012.  Five school buildings 

were selected based on three main factors: 

1. Direct exposure to sunlight throughout each day and each season – the most common obstacles 

encountered are rooftop equipment and shade from nearby trees.   

2. Age and condition of the roof  

3. Structural capacity – by building code, selected buildings must be able to safely support the 

additional weight of the solar equipment 

Proposal: 

Ameresco proposes to install solar photovoltaic panels on top of the following five (5) schools in the City 

of Newton: 
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SCHOOL BUILDING 

 

PANEL 

CAPACITY 

 

ANNUAL  

PRODUCTION 

Newton North HS 262 kW 300,578 kWh 

Brown MS 262 kW 309,011 kWh 

Memorial Spaulding ES 112 kW 131,139 kWh 

Countryside ES 66 kW 78,203 kWh 

Bowen ES 50 kW 60,190 kWh 

 

752 kW 

 

979,121 kWh 

 

Under Ameresco’s proposal, separate City accounts for each solar array would be established with 

NSTAR. The City would pay NSTAR for power deliveries as it does today. The City would also pay 

Ameresco agreed upon rates for solar output. The City would receive money from NSTAR in the form of 

net metering credits. (Net metering credits are based upon the difference between solar kWh 

generation and solar facility kWh consumption, multiplied by an amount determined under NSTAR’s 

tariff appropriate for the newly created account and meter size, DPU regulations and state legislation.) 

To date, this type of arrangement has been used by several other municipalities in Massachusetts.   

Under Ameresco’s proposal, Newton will be paying Ameresco approximately $0.11/kWh escalated at a 

rate of 2.5% per year.  With the financial credits returning to the City from NSTAR under the net 

metering credits, a net benefit to the City will result in approximately $750,000 over twenty years when 

compared to current electricity costs.   

Advantages: 

In addition to the environmental benefits to the total renewable energy production in the 

Commonwealth, this proposal provides the City with a predictable electric rate that is anticipated to 

escalate at a slower pace than the industry standard, thus providing some level of protection to 

unpredictable spikes in energy costs such as was experienced in 2008, where volatility saw energy 

charges increase by close to 80% and then decrease approximately 60% the next year.   

There is no up-front cost to the City with little foreseen risk moving forward.  All equipment including PV 

panels, wiring, inverters, and mounting equipment will be owned, operated, and maintained by 

Ameresco    The panels themselves will be mounted on each roof using a ballasted system with no roof 

penetrations barring possible connection to the electrical system (see photo below).    

 

  Totals: 
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  Figure 1.   A schematic of a typical surface mounted solar roof installation 

 

 

Next Steps/Timeline: 

With approval by the Board of Aldermen to allow the City to enter into a lease for portions of the 

rooftops of those aforementioned five school buildings, Ameresco will complete detailed engineering 

drawings,  negotiate an agreeable 20-year lease and Power Purchase Agreement with the City, and 

begin installation as soon as all permits and requirements are attained.  The anticipated timeline for 

installation is for completion and full operation by December 31, 2012. 
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Together, the lease and PPA, while a negotiated document, is expected to address several City concerns 

to include: 

* warranties and insurance coverage for the solar equipment 

* option for the City to buy-out the panels from Ameresco  at an agreed upon time in the lease 

* responsibility for  the cost of the panel removal at the end of the twenty year term if the City chooses  

not to buy the solar facilities to be borne by Ameresco.   

* protection of any roof warranties held by the City 

* responsibility for snow removal 

* the right for the City to review proposed designs with right of approval for non-generation items, such 

as type of conduit used, general layout to allow for easy and safe rooftop equipment access 

* responsibility for correct installation  

* responsibility for all maintenance operations 

* responsibility for all failed equipment replacement and inverter replacement at 10 year mark 

* minimum annual visits/ safety checks 

* education program and kiosks  

* ability for City to repair roofs without penalty  

* assurances that installation and maintenance will not disrupt the conduct of classroom activities and 

approval by the School Department as to the operation protocols 

* conditions and responsibility for emergency shutdowns to protect the system due to  NSTAR system 

problems  

* emergency access by the owner (Ameresco) and emergency notifications by the City 

 

Upon final agreement of the lease and Power Purchase Agreement signed by both Ameresco and the 

Mayor, final copies will be distributed to the Board of Aldermen.  It is expected this will occur in coming 

months. 
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CITY OF NEWTON 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

ORDINANCE NO. Z-106 

April 2, 2012 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
OF THE CITY OF NEWTON AS FOLLOWS: 

That the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2007, as amended, be and are hereby 
further amended with respect to Section 2-7 Sale or lease of city owned real property., as 
follows: 

1. In the first paragraph of Section 2-7 insert after the last sentence the following: 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, this section shall not apply to the lease of city owned real 
property for solar panels; provided, however, that in the case of such a lease the 
procedures outlined in subsection (9) of this section shall apply. 

2. Re-number existing subsections (9) and (10) to (10) and (11), respectively. 

3. Insert a new subsection (9) as follows: 

(9) In any instance where the lease of city owned property for solar panels is part of an 
arrangement under which the city uses power produced by the solar panels and/or 
receives net metering credits pursuant to state law, the following procedures shall apply: 

a) The executive department shall submit a proposal for such lease to the board of 
aldermen for approvaL Such proposal shall indicate the location of the city owned 
property for which a lease is sought and such other information as may be available 
regarding the likely types of solar panels and related equipment that may be placed at 
the site. In preparing the proposal, the executive department shall consult with such 
city departments, aldermen for the ward involved and abutting property owners as the 
executive department may consider appropriate, taking into account the procurement 
requirements applicable under the General Laws. 

b) At the earliest opportunity, the board ofaldermen shall, for purposes of this section, 
assign the proposal for public hearing before its committee dealing with matters of 
public buildings and/or other city owned real property and this committee shall hold a 
public hearing. Due notice of such public hearing shall be given to the abutters of the 
city owned real property which is proposed for lease and to the abutters of such 
abutters. Said notice shall include the location of the property proposed for lease for 
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solar panels and related equipment and, if available, a description as to the likely types 
of solar panels and related equipment that may be placed at the site. The committee 
shall deliberate and, if recommending approval, may affix such restrictions and 
conditions to the lease terms, other than financial conditions, as it deems in the public 
interest. The committee shall make a recommendation to the board of aldermen within 
forty-five (45) days following the public hearing as to whether the proposed lease is in 
the public interest. 

c) Within sixty (60) days of receipt of the committee report, the board of aldermen shall 
vote as to whether to authorize the mayor to lease such city owned property for solar 
panels and related equipment. If the vote is in the affirmative, then the mayor may 
proceed on such terms and conditions as determined by the mayor to be in the public 
interest. If the vote is in the negative, then the mayor shall not lease such property for 
solar panels and related equipment, provided, however, that nothing herein shall 
preclude the board from authorizing the mayor to lease such property pursuant to a 
subsequent request to lease such property. 

d) The requirement of notice and public hearing under subsection (9)(b) may be waived 
by a three-fourths vote of those members of the board of aldermen present and voting. 

~;.;;~
City Solicitor 

Under Suspension ofRules 

Readings Waived and Adopted 

24 yeas 0 nays 

(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON TID. WARREN 
City Clerk Mayor 

q/')Il~ 
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