
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The location of this meeting is handicap accessible, and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please contact the Newton ADA 
Coordinator Trisha Guditz, 617-796-1156, via email at TGuditz@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at 
(617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the meeting date. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012 
 
 

Room 209 
7 PM 
 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
THE FOLLOWING ITEM IS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING: 
#41-12 NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location to install and maintain 

approximately 125 feet of gas main easterly from the existing 4” gas main at the 
intersection of Broken Tree Road to provide service to 131 Old Farm Road.  

 
#418-11 ALD. CROSSLEY, HESS-MAHAN, LINSKY AND SALVUCCI requesting a 

report from the administration on the status of a strategy to meet the City’s 
obligation as a Department of Energy Resources Green Community to reduce 
municipal energy consumption by 20% over five years, and how that strategy is 
incorporated into the capital improvement plan.  [12/08/11 @ 4:09 PM] 

 
#116-10 ALD. CROSSLEY AND HESS-MAHAN requesting discussion regarding 

status of ESCO weatherization audit focusing on building envelope 
retrofits proposed for Phase II and Phase III and coordinating those efforts 
to inform decision making on related capital expenditures.  [04/13/10 @ 
7:24 PM] 

 
#126-09 ALD. LAPPIN requesting an update on the status of repairs and rental of the 

Kennard Estate. [04/17/09 @ 2:49 PM] 
 
ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
Public Hearing assigned for March 21, 2012 
# NSTAR ELECTRIC COMPANY petitioning for a grant of location to relocate 

and replace Pole # 3/8 on the southwesterly side of ADAMS AVENUE 
approximately 40’ + southeast of Milton Street.  (Ward 3) [02/27/12 @ 11:04 
AM] 
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#50-12 ROBERT CICCHETTI, 44 Oak Street, petitioning for a common sewer  to be 
constructed in OAKDALE ROAD  from a sewer manhole in WALNUT HILL 
ROAD 125' + easterly through a proposed 20' wide easement in OAKDALE 
ROAD to a proposed sewer manhole to provide service to a new building on 
Oakdale Road.  [02/13/12 @ 3:57 PM] 

 PETITIONER TO PAY ENTIRE COST  
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#54-12 ALD. SALVUCCI, BLAZAR AND FULLER requesting the creation of a 

revolving fund into which 50% of all betterment income shall be deposited to be 
used exclusively for individual requests for betterments.  [02/02/12 @ 10:21 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#36-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance 
to require inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
prior to settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines 
are functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to 
the city sewer mains. 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have 

to be repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 
 

#13-12 ALD. ALBRIGHT, LINSKY AND JOHNSON requesting discussion with the 
appropriate utilities and City departments regarding the prolonged construction on 
Walnut Street during the Fall of 2011, which caused tremendous loss of revenue 
for Newtonville businesses.  [12/13/11 @ 12:13 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#413-11 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 
Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#383-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY13-FY17 Capital Improvement 
Program pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter and the FY12 
Supplemental Capital budget, which require Board of Aldermen approval to 
finance new capital projects over the next several years.  [10/31/11 @ 3:12 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#374-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) from FY11 Free Cash for the 
purpose of repairing/replacing a broken jail cell door and track at Police 
Headquarters.  [10/31/11 @ 2:49 PM] 
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#352-11 ALD. JOHNSON & SCHNIPPER requesting a discussion with the Utilities 
Department regarding the City of Newton’s current water billing practices.  
[10/14/11 @ 2:31 PM] 

 
#174-11 ALD. DANBERG AND BLAZAR requesting a raised device on Cypress Street 

near Bow Road recommended by the Traffic Engineer and approved by the 
Traffic Council (TC22-11) on May 26, 2011.  [05-27-11 @ 10:53 AM] 

 
#173-11 ALD. DANBERG AND BLAZAR requesting a raised crosswalk on Cypress 

Street in the vicinity of 280 Cypress Street, in association with modifications to 
the Bowen Elementary School entrance, as approved on May 26, 2011 in Traffic 
Council (TC20-11), and to be paid for through MassDOT’s Safe Routes to School 
Infrastructure Program.  [05-27-11 @ 10:53 AM] 

 
#172-11 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SCHNIPPER requesting discussion with the 

Utilities Division of the Public Works Department regarding the identification of 
storm water inflow connections to the sewer system, so as to begin the process of 
systematically eliminating such illegal connections, including notifications to 
property owners, educational materials, requirements for corrective actions and 
technical and financial assistance that may be available from the City in order to 
facilitate removal of inflow connections.  [05/26/11 @3:33 PM] 

 
#139-11 ALD. LINSKY, DANBERG & SALVUCCI proposing that §26-71, 26-72 and 

26-73, Sidewalk construction requested by owners, Materials for sidewalk 
construction, and New curbing installation, respectively, be amended to extend 
participation in the betterment program to property owners who voluntarily pay 
the residual 50% of the costs over time in addition to the 50% initial payment 
provided under the ordinance.  [04-27-11 @9:38 AM] 

 
#138-11 ALD. CROSSELY AND SCHNIPPER requesting a report from the Department 

of Public Works regarding the energy use and maintenance costs for the City’s 
streetlights and gaslights and costs/payback associated with recommended energy 
efficiency measures.  [04-21-11 9:08 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

#41-11 ALD. JOHNSON, LENNON AND DANBERG requesting discussion of the 
elimination, except during snow emergencies, of the overnight parking ban which 
is in effect from November 15 through April 15.  [01/18/11 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUBLIC FACIL. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#367-10 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate an amount 
not to exceed five million dollars ($5,000,000) from bonded indebtedness for the 
following: 
(B) installation of up to six modular classrooms at five elementary schools as well 

as the addition of permanent classrooms and renovations to the core of F.A. 
Day Middle School.  [11/29/10 @ 3:23 PM]  

(A)  $75,000 for site plan work for 1 modular at Horace Mann, 2 at Zervas, and 1 
at Burr was approved on December 20, 2010. 
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(B1)  $923,375 for installation of 4 modulars was approved on July 11, 2011 
(B2A)  $86,545 for additional expenses related to the construction and installation 
of modular was approved on November 21, 2011. 
(B2B)  $102,117 for design of sprinkler systems at three elementary schools was 
approved on November 21, 2011. 
(B2C)  Six hundred forty-three thousand five hundred dollars ($643,500) of the 
remaining $3,812,963 for the design and other related expenses associated with 
the building renovations to F.A. Day Middle School was approved on December 
19, 2011.   
(B2D) One million four hundred seventy-four thousand one hundred ninety-four 
dollars ($1,474,194) of the remaining $3,169,463 for the purpose of funding  
construction, construction administration and related expenses for the sprinkler 
system installations at the Burr, Zervas, and Horace-Mann Elementary Schools to 
be voted 03/05/12. 

 #367-10(B2) – $ 1,695,269 (remaining balance) for renovations to the core of 
F.A. Day Middle School and sprinkler systems. 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#311-10(A) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an appropriation in the amount of three 
million three hundred thirty-five thousand dollars ($3,035,000) from bonded 
indebtedness for the purpose of funding the FY 2011 Capital Improvement Plan 
projects as follows: [11/29/ 10 @ 3:23 PM] 

  
Architectural Design and Engineering/ Next Scheduled Fire Station $400,000 

A-2 - HELD 6-0 $270,000 for final design bidding and construction admin on 
12/08/10 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#245-10 ALD. SCHNIPPER AND SANGIOLO requesting discussion with National Grid 
regarding the possible damage to trees as a result of gas leaks.  [09/01/10 4:00 
PM] 

 
#244-10 ALD. SALVUCCI requesting discussion with the Utilities Director and the Public 

Works Commissioner regarding the possibility of installing second water meters 
for outside irrigation.  [08/17/10 @12:18 PM] 

 
#223-10 ALD. YATES & ALBRIGHT requesting updates on the status of the 

reconstruction of the Needham/Newton Street corridor, which include details on 
the reconstruction funding, plans for the revitalization of the area, and plans for 
the implementation of transportation improvements.  [07/15/10 @ 1:02 PM] 

 
#367-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law 

Department on how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose 
responsibility it is to repair the streetlight connection between the manhole and 
the base of the streetlight. [10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 
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#175-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting monthly updates from the 
Department of Public Works on the Commonwealth Avenue project.  [06-03-09 
@10:30 PM] 

 
#253-07 ALD. LINSKY ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI, 

MANSFIELD, BURG, SCHNIPPER requesting (1) a review as to how provisions 
of applicable ordinances, specifically 5-58, were implemented during the course 
of the Newton North project, and (2) consider proposed revisions of 5-58 
including, but not limited to: 
(a) timely provision of documentation by the public building department to the 

Board of Aldermen and Design Review Committee; 
(b) establishment of liaison committees to facilitate communications and input 

from neighborhoods affected by projects subject to this ordinance; 
(c) approval of final design plans by the Board of Aldermen of projects subject to 

this ordinance; 
(d) oversight during the construction phase of projects subject to this ordinance 

by appropriate Board committee(s) both in respect to approval of change 
orders as well as design changes; and 

(e) generation of a required record detailing the entire construction process by the 
public building department to guide present and future oversight of projects 
subject to this ordinance.  [08/07/07 @ 3:12 PM] 

(f) establishment of a committee to provide oversight for public building 
construction and renovation during all phases of planning, design and 
construction. 

 
#385-07  ALD. SCHNIPPER AND GENTILE updating the Public Facilities Committee on 

the progress of the Newton North High School Project.  [11/21/07 @ 10:23 AM] 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Anthony J. Salvucci, Chairman 
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High School Project.  The Law Department has discussed the question with bond counsel and the 
attorney is comfortable that the funding from the bond appropriation board order could be used 
for the traffic improvements at this intersection.  A memo from the Law Department regarding 
the use of project funds for the traffic improvements is attached.  The Board of Aldermen needs 
to formally vote on the removal of a traffic island, as the ordinances require it.  The Mayor will 
proceed with the funding once the Board has approved the item.  Ald. Lappin moved approval of 
the item, which carried unanimously.   
 
#175-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting monthly updates from the 

Department of Public Works on the Commonwealth Avenue project.  [06-03-09 
@10:30 PM] 

ACTION: HELD 5- 0 (Albright and Mansfield not voting) 
 
NOTE: Clint Schuckel provided the Commonwealth Avenue construction update to the 
Committee.  Ald. Schnipper stated that there appears to be a large number of posts located on the 
sidewalks within the project area.  Mr. Schuckel explained that there are currently two sets of 
traffic lights with poles; however, all the darker posts will be taken down in the upcoming weeks.  
The State will be paving Grant Avenue and Commonwealth Avenue and milling the carriage 
lane next week.  The project is currently 15% ahead of schedule.  It is also on budget and there 
have not been any surprises.  It is a State project but if the budget exceeds the 10% contingency 
the city will have to cover the difference. 
 
Several Committee members asked to look at the concept design of the bicycle promenade for 
the Carriage Lane created by students at Northeastern University.  There is major concern on the 
part of the residents that live on the carriage lane that the bicycle promenade will become an 
actuality.  Mr. Schuckel explained that the design was an academic exercise by a Northeastern 
University professor and his students.  There is nothing currently before any of the City’s boards 
and commissions regarding a bike promenade.  Mr. Schuckel believes that there is some support 
for the design by the Bicycle/Pedestrian Task Force and Bike Newton.  There are four issues 
with the configuration of Commonwealth Avenue.  The carriage lane merges at four intersections 
along Commonwealth Avenue.  The stop signs are not consistent throughout the carriage lane.  It 
is Mr. Schuckel’s preference not to have stop signs on the carriage lane.  The design also 
includes legalized two-way bike traffic on the carriage lane.  Mr. Schuckel will try to provide the 
Committee with the Northeastern University design of the promenade.  Ald. Lappin moved hold 
on the item, which carried unanimously. 
 
#126-09 ALD. LAPPIN requesting an update on the status of repairs and rental of the 

Kennard Estate.  [04/17/09 @ 2:49 PM] 
ACTION: HELD 5- 0 (Albright and Mansfield not voting) 
 
NOTE: Commissioner Parnell gave the Committee an update on the Kennard Estate.  The 
property has been empty about 2 ½ years.  The Law Department has determined that the 
Planning Department should handle the rental of the estate and related request for proposal 
(RFP) due to Massachusetts law.  Therefore, the Public Buildings Department is no longer 
responsible for the rental; however, Mike Kruse, Director of Planning was not available to attend 
the meeting.  The Planning Department is currently developing an RFP. 
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Commissioner Parnell thinks that there is a fair amount of exterior works that needs to be done 
before any rental could occur.  The house is 4,000 square feet and it contains lead.  The City is 
looking into the possibility of renting the estate to an institution.  An institution would not 
require the same extent of deleading, as there would not be the possibility of children residing 
within the house.  The cost of deleading the house and replacing the windows is approximately 
$90,000.  There is approximately $10,000 to $15,000 worth of improvements on the grounds and 
$30,000 worth of house exterior work.  Due to the costs of the improvements, the city is pursuing 
institutions.  If the City opts to do a residential rental, the house will need to be deleaded before 
it is occupied.  If the City could find an institution to rent the house, the deleading could take 
place in steps. 
 
There has been some work done to maintain the house but it is not in great shape.  Although the 
kitchen has been renovated recently, the bathrooms have not been renovated.  The repair work is 
at a stand still unless the Public Buildings Department can get money for the lead abatement and 
exterior work to proceed with residential rental.  Ald. Gentile suggested that the Commissioner 
look at applying for community preservation funds, as the estate might qualify as a historic site.  
The Commissioner agreed to pursue community preservation funds.  Ald. Lappin moved hold on 
the item until there was further information regarding the use of community preservation funds.  
The motion to hold carried unanimously. 
 
#385-07  ALD. SCHNIPPER AND GENTILE updating the Public Facilities Committee on 

the progress of the Newton North High School Project.  [11/21/07 @ 10:23 AM] 
ACTION: HELD 5- 0 (Albright and Mansfield not voting) 
 
NOTE: Ald. Schnipper and Ald. Gentile were unable to attend the Friday construction 
meeting.  Ald. Schnipper reiterated that the project is under budget and on time.  There is a 
waiver hearing before the State Plumbing Board scheduled for October 7, 2009 regarding piping.  
It is hopeful that the city will get the waiver.  The Mayor has stated that he will provide an 
update to the Board of Aldermen in October. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 Sydra Schnipper, Chairman 
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Sullivan Shawna

From: "Josh Morse" <jmorse@newtonma.gov>
To: dcrossley@newtonma.gov
Date sent: Wed, 29 Feb 2012 11:47:48 -0500
Subject: Kennard Estate
Copies to: sullivan Shawna <ssullivan@newtonma.gov>
Priority: normal

Ald. Crossley,

The Building Dept took custody of the Kennard Estate in 1981. That said we
would need to know more specifically, what documents you're after. Record
retention for most documents is 7 years, so we may not have data that far
back.

There was a design done by TBA in 2005 for the repair/restoration of the
Kennard Estate. The estimate that came in at the time was well above what
the City had, or wanted to spend. That said, as directed by the previous
administration, the Public Buildings Department was instructed to do what
we could with their staff with the funds that were available. Repairs were
made by the craftsmen in 2005. The next winter, a pipe burst on the second
floor damaged all of the floors, and many of the walls. Again, the
Building Dept was directed to make the repairs using their staff.

None of the people that were in charge at that time, from the supervisor,
to the mayor, are still here.

The current Building Dept staff would never take on the above project with
our staff. They have their limitations, and it's in everyone's best
interest to respect those.

In 2008, it was determined by the previous Building Commissioner that we
should have the Kennard Estate evaluated so that we could get something
into the CIP. For that reason, KBA Architects provided us with the
attached evaulation of the building.

SEA did the building assessment this past summer, and I have attached a
summary of the items that they found, that can now be seen in the CIP.
There's a lot more detail to each categorie, but we summarize and
consolidate for the CIP.

The Kennard Estate is now leased to The Newton Partnership. They are
funded by a federal Safe Schools/Healthy Student grant, and are
staffed/administered by the Newton Public Schools. They are currently
paying rent to cover the operating costs of the building. Thus far it has
been a very good relationship, and they are great at keeping the building
safe and secure.

I hope that this helps clear this up. I don't know of anything other
useful info, but please feel free to ask.

Regards,

Joshua Morse
Director of Operations
City of Newton
Public Buildings Dept

Printed for Sullivan Shawna, 1 Mar 2012, 16:49        Page 1 of 2
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