
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The location of this meeting is handicap accessible, and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please contact the Newton ADA 
Coordinator Trisha Guditz, 617-796-1156, via email at TGuditz@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at 
(617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the meeting date. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012 
 

7 PM 
Room 209 
 
THE FOLLOWING TWO ITEMS ARE SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING 
#393-12 LIGHTOWER FIBER NETWORKS petitioning for a grant of location to install 

135’ + of 4” conduit in WELLS AVENUE from Verizon Manhole 47/322A to 60 
Wells Avenue to provide fiber optic service. (Ward 8)  [11/02/12 @ 9:48 AM] 

 
#394-12 DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE in accordance with §5-58 of the City of 

Newton Ordinances petitioning for schematic design and site plan approval for 
the proposed new Fire Station 10 (755 Dedham Street) with the inclusion of a 
possible Wires Division building on the site of the existing Fire Station 10.  
[11/06/12 @ 8:57 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#311-10(A) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an appropriation in the amount of three 
million three hundred thirty-five thousand dollars ($3,035,000) from bonded 
indebtedness for the purpose of funding the FY 2011 Capital Improvement Plan 
projects as follows: [11/29/ 10 @ 3:23 PM] 

  
Architectural Design and Engineering/Next Scheduled Fire Station $400,000 

A-2 - HELD 6-0 $270,000 for final design bidding and construction admin on 
12/08/10 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#401-12 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one 

hundred twenty-one thousand sixty-three dollars from the Storm Water 
Management Fund Surplus for the sediment removal and maintenance of the City 
Hall ponds.  [11/13/12 @ 5:12 PM] 

 
ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#395-12 MARC RESNICK, 57 Westgate Road, Newton Centre, appointed as a member of 

the DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE for a term to expire on December 31, 
2013.  (60 days 01/19/13) [11/01/12 @ 4:28 PM] 
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Appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#396-12 WILLIAM ELDREDGE, 275 Nevada Street, Newton appointed as a member of 

the DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE for a term to expire on December 31, 
2013.  (60 days 01/19/13) [11/01/12 @ 4:28 PM] 

 
#356-12 NSTAR ELECTRIC petitioning for a grant of location to install 12,432’ + of 

supplemental 8” diameter steel cooling circulation pipeline and a 4” conduit in the 
same trench in DEDHAM STREET from the Boston town line near the 
intersection of Spiers Road and Dedham Street to the intersection of Dedham, 
Winchester and Needham Streets.  The project also includes the installation of 
eleven street rated hand-holes (3‘ x 3’ x 3) in Dedham Street to facilitate the 
installation of fiber optic cable as shown on the plan and profile drawings.  The 
pipeline and conduit will continue down Needham Street (state road) to the Elliot 
Street Substation.  NStar is requesting the grant of location in order to address the 
need to provide additional electric transmission reliability and capacity to address 
current and future demand supply at the existing Elliot Street Substation #292 in 
Newton.  (Ward 5 & 8) [10-18-12 @ 4:34 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERV. AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#315-12 ALD. FULLER, RICE AND GENTILE of the Angier School Building 
Committee providing updates and discussion on the Angier School Building 
project as it develops through the site plan approval process.  [10-02-12 @ 
3:37PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#54-12(2) PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE proposing that Chapter 26, Section 71 
(b)(1) & (2) and Section 73(c)(2) of the City of Newton Ordinances be amended 
by increasing the assessment minimum from five hundred dollars ($500) to no 
more than two thousand dollars ($2,000).  [10/17/12] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#41-10(2) COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE requesting authorization to 
appropriate the sum of one hundred eighty thousand dollars ($180,000) from the 
Community Preservation Fund for the purpose of providing supplemental funding 
for the Newton Community Farm Barn Rehabilitation Project.   

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#322-12 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY14-FY18 Capital Improvement 
Program pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/09/12 @ 2:38 
PM] 
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#320-12 ALD. SALVUCCI AND GENTILE requesting a discussion with the Engineering 

Division of the Public Works Department regarding the billing and collecting of 
street opening permit fees.  [09/28/12 @ 10:28 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUB.FAC, ZONING&PLANNNING, PROG & SERV COMMITTEES 
#316-12 DEPARTMENT HEADS HAVENS, ZALEZNIK, LOJEK requesting 

amendments to Sec. 26-30. Licenses for cafe furniture on sidewalks. to 
streamline the procedure allowing businesses to place café furniture on public 
sidewalks. [09/24/12 @3:17 PM]   

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 
Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates.  

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FAC., ZAP, AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#256-12 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, SANGIOLO & SWISTON proposing and ordinance 
promoting economic development and the mobile food truck industry in the City of 
Newton. [08/06/12 @4:46 PM] 

 
#246-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending Sec. 25-1, which requires a 

permit to create a trench, be reviewed to determine if a new section relative to 
excavation should be established to regulate unsafe excavation beyond the 
regulation of trenches, as the City Engineer has advised that all trenches are 
excavations, but not all excavations are trenches, which amendment would replace 
Sec. 20-53. Excavations; protection; erection of barriers., which was deleted as 
part of recodification because it conflicted with Sec. 25-1.  

 
#245-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Chapter 11, RECYCLING 

AND TRASH as most recently amended by Ordinance Z-68 and Z-87, dated 
6/21/10 and 5/16/11, respectively, be reviewed and be amended as necessary. 
 

#244-12 LEO D. SULLIVAN requesting an opportunity to make a presentation on a 
Community Choice Aggregation Program to lower the electric power rates for 
residents of Newton.  06/22/12 @ 1:36 PM 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEES 
#231-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Sec. 11-11. Permit to 

cart trash and/or recyclable materials. be deleted as G.L.c.111 §31A authorizes 
the Health Department to require registration. for “garbage,” which is addressed in 
Sec. 11-5.  
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REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#170-12 ALD. SANGIOLO, BAKER, BLAZAR , JOHNSON, and YATES requesting the 

creation of an ordinance to govern the naming of public assets of the City, 
including the interior and exterior features of public buildings, lands, and water 
bodies of the City, as well as any public facilities and equipment associated with 
them, all to serve the best interests of the City and to insure a worthy and 
enduring legacy for the City’s physical facilities and spaces, including 
appropriately honoring historic events, people, and places. [05/29/12 @ 1:34 PM] 

 
#99-12 ALD. LAREDO, ALBRIGHT, CROSSLEY & KALIS requesting a discussion 

with His Honor the Mayor regarding the creation of a long-range master plan (20-
25 years) regarding the means, methods, timing, and coordination to address the 
City’s complete infrastructure needs, including but not limited to school 
buildings, fire stations, other municipal buildings, streets, sidewalks, trees, 
playgrounds and other recreational facilities, water, stormwater, and sewer 
systems, and all other facilities and infrastructure identified in the city’s recent 
capital assessment.  The master plan should be comprised of specific plans from 
individual departments and at a minimum, the master plan should (a) identify 
those infrastructure needs and (b) present a phased plan, with identifiable funding 
sources for meeting those needs.  [04-04-12 @ 10:30 PM] 

 
#98-12 ALD. SALVUCCI AND CICCONE requesting an update on the new water meter 

installation project and information on how the meters and related equipment are 
functioning.  [03-27-12 @ 9:06 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#36-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance 
to require inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
prior to settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines 
are functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to 
the city sewer mains. 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have 

to be repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 

 
#418-11 ALD. CROSSLEY, HESS-MAHAN, LINSKY AND SALVUCCI requesting a 

report from the administration on the status of a strategy to meet the City’s 
obligation as a Department of Energy Resources Green Community to reduce 
municipal energy consumption by 20% over five years, and how that strategy is 
incorporated into the capital improvement plan.  [12/08/11 @ 4:09 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#413-11 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 

Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#383-11(4) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR recommending that Section 29-80 (b)(1) of the City 
of Newton Revised Ordinances, 2007 be amended by revising the stormwater 
rates as follows:  single-family residences $25 per year, two-family residences 
$37.50 per year, and multi-family (3 units or more), commercial, industrial, and 
institutional properties (to include non-profits) would be charged at a rate of $25 
per Equivalent Residential Unit of 2,600 square feet of impervious surface on the 
property to take effect on July 1, 2012. [04-09-12 @ 2:39 PM] 

 
#352-11 ALD. JOHNSON & SCHNIPPER requesting a discussion with the Utilities 

Department regarding the City of Newton’s current water billing practices.  
[10/14/11 @ 2:31 PM] 

 
#172-11 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SCHNIPPER requesting discussion with the 

Utilities Division of the Public Works Department regarding the identification of 
storm water inflow connections to the sewer system, so as to begin the process of 
systematically eliminating such illegal connections, including notifications to 
property owners, educational materials, requirements for corrective actions and 
technical and financial assistance that may be available from the City in order to 
facilitate removal of inflow connections.  [05/26/11 @3:33 PM] 

 
#139-11 ALD. LINSKY, DANBERG & SALVUCCI proposing that §26-71, 26-72 and 

26-73, Sidewalk construction requested by owners, Materials for sidewalk 
construction, and New curbing installation, respectively, be amended to extend 
participation in the betterment program to property owners who voluntarily pay 
the residual 50% of the costs over time in addition to the 50% initial payment 
provided under the ordinance.  [04-27-11 @9:38 AM] 

 
#138-11 ALD. CROSSLEY AND SCHNIPPER requesting a report from the Department 

of Public Works regarding the energy use and maintenance costs for the City’s 
streetlights and gaslights and costs/payback associated with recommended energy 
efficiency measures.  [04-21-11 9:08 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

#41-11 ALD. JOHNSON, LENNON AND DANBERG requesting discussion of the 
elimination, except during snow emergencies, of the overnight parking ban which 
is in effect from November 15 through April 15.  [01/18/11 @ 9:00 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#245-10 ALD. SCHNIPPER AND SANGIOLO requesting discussion with National Grid 

regarding the possible damage to trees as a result of gas leaks.  [09/01/10 4:00 
PM] 

 
#244-10 ALD. SALVUCCI requesting discussion with the Utilities Director and the Public 

Works Commissioner regarding the possibility of installing second water meters 
for outside irrigation.  [08/17/10 @12:18 PM] 

 
#223-10 ALD. YATES & ALBRIGHT requesting updates on the status of the 

reconstruction of the Needham/Newton Street corridor, which include details on 
the reconstruction funding, plans for the revitalization of the area, and plans for 
the implementation of transportation improvements.  [07/15/10 @ 1:02 PM] 

 
#367-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law 

Department on how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose 
responsibility it is to repair the streetlight connection between the manhole and 
the base of the streetlight. [10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
#175-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting monthly updates from the 

Department of Public Works on the Commonwealth Avenue project.  [06-03-09 
@10:30 PM] 

 
#253-07 ALD. LINSKY ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI, 

MANSFIELD, BURG, SCHNIPPER requesting (1) a review as to how provisions 
of applicable ordinances, specifically 5-58, were implemented during the course 
of the Newton North project, and (2) consider proposed revisions of 5-58 
including, but not limited to: 
(a) timely provision of documentation by the public building department to the 

Board of Aldermen and Design Review Committee; 
(b) establishment of liaison committees to facilitate communications and input 

from neighborhoods affected by projects subject to this ordinance; 
(c) approval of final design plans by the Board of Aldermen of projects subject to 

this ordinance; 
(d) oversight during the construction phase of projects subject to this ordinance 

by appropriate Board committee(s) both in respect to approval of change 
orders as well as design changes; and 

(e) generation of a required record detailing the entire construction process by the 
public building department to guide present and future oversight of projects 
subject to this ordinance.  [08/07/07 @ 3:12 PM] 

(f) establishment of a committee to provide oversight for public building 
construction and renovation during all phases of planning, design and 
construction. 

 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Anthony J. Salvucci, Chairman 
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Final Label Report #393-12

SBL Owner Number Street Unit

84034 0002A ONE WELLS AVE LTD PTNRSHP 1 WELLS AVE

84034 0002K WELLS AVENUE LLC 2 WELLS AVE

84034 0002B NS 7/57 ACQUISITION LLC 7-57 WELLS AVE

84034A0001 WELLS 60 REALTY LLC 60 WELLS AVE

84034A0008 WRP REALTY INC TR 70 WELLS AVE

84034 0002C NS WELLS ACQUISITION LLC 75-95 WELLS AVE

84034A0003 180 WELLS REALTY LLC 180 WELLS AVE

84034 0002U MPL GROUP INC TR 199 WELLS AVE

84034A0002 RJ WELLS MANAGEMENT LLC 200 WELLS AVE

Monday, November 19, 2012 Page 1 of 1
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NOTES:

REFERENCES:
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STUB WATER & GAS
FOR FUTURE WIRES
BUILDING

TEMPORARY VGC
PRIOR TO WIRES BLDG.

CONSTRUCTION

LEGEND

SOLID WASTE
RECYCLING

AREA

PROPOSED UNDERGROUND UTILITY

PROPOSED CATCH BASIN

PROPOSED WATER GATE VALVE

PROPOSED HYDRANT

PROPOSED SEWER MANHOLE

CONNECT TO EXISTING
RISERS ON POLE #117/83

CONNECT TO EXISTING
RISERS ON POLE #82

AND RESET ELEC. BOX

PROP. EXT. LIGHT (SEE ILLUMINATION PLAN)

PROPOSED ELECTRIC MANHOLE

NOTES:

1)  ALL UTILTIY AND ROAD WORK SHALL COMPLY WITH CITY OF NEWTON REQUIREMENTS.

2)  ELECTRICAL CONDUIT SIZES TO BE DETERMINED BY THE ELECTRICAL ENGINEER.  
SPECIFIC LIGHT REQUIREMENTS ARE PROVIDED ON THE ILLUMINATION PLAN AND SCHEDULE.

3)  THE FINAL LOCATIONS OF UTILITIES WITHIN 5-FEET OF THE PROPOSED BUILDING ENVELOPES
SHALL BE COORDINATED WITH THE MEP ENGINEER.

4)  STORMWATER CONTROL STRUCTURES HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO INFILTRATE THE ESTIMATED
NET FLOW FROM PRE- AND POST-CONSTRUCTION RUNOFF FROM A 7-INCH RAINFALL.
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5)  RELOCATION OF THE EXISTING 8" MWRA SERVICES TO THE EXISTING PUMP STA. T.B.D.

6)  PROPOSED FLOOR DRAIN CONNECTIONS TO BE COORDINATED
      WITH INTERNAL MEP DESIGN.
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1)  ALL UTILTIY AND ROAD WORK SHALL COMPLY WITH CITY OF NEWTON REQUIREMENTS.

2)  ELECTRICAL CONDUIT SIZES TO BE DETERMINED BY THE ELECTRICAL ENGINEER.  
SPECIFIC LIGHT REQUIREMENTS ARE PROVIDED ON THE ILLUMINATION PLAN AND SCHEDULE.

3)  THE FINAL LOCATIONS OF UTILITIES WITHIN 5-FEET OF THE PROPOSED BUILDING ENVELOPES
SHALL BE COORDINATED WITH THE MEP ENGINEER.

4)  STORMWATER CONTROL STRUCTURES HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO INFILTRATE THE ESTIMATED
NET FLOW FROM PRE- AND POST-CONSTRUCTION RUNOFF FROM A 7-INCH RAINFALL.
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     WILL BE INCREASED BY PIPE DIAMETER PLUS A MAXIMUM OF 1'-0"
NOTE :  TRENCH PAYMENT WIDTH FOR MULTIPLE PIPES IN THE SAME TRENCH

     HORIZONTAL SEPARATION AS MEASURED BETWEEN EACH PIPE.

DIAMETER

HALF OF
TRENCH WIDTH

6"
M

IN
IM

U
M

PIPE

6"
M

IN
IM

U
M

CRUSHED STONE BACKFILL

WITH RAM OR PNUMATIC
THOROUGHLY COMPACT

TAMPER

BY ENGINEER)

A
S

N
E

E
D

E
D

ADEQUATE EARTH SUPPORT

SECTION UNDER WALKS

OMIT TOP SOIL WHERE NO GRASS
OCCURS.  USE A MINIMUM OF 6"
OF SELECT GRAVEL

MATCH EXISTING

GRAVEL BASE

(MATCH EXISTING PER BPWD)

SECTION UNDER PAVEMENT

RESURFACING AS REQUIRED

1
2"

 M
IN

IM
U

M

COMPACTED BACKFILL

GRAVEL AS SPECIFIED
(EXCAVATED MATERIAL OR

4 OZ. FILTER FABRIC

SCALE: N.T.S.

SCALE: N.T.S.

LANDSCAPE SURFACE

12-INCH-THICK DENSE GRADED SAND

SAND FILL

     THE CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR EARTH SUPPORT AND THE

      INVESTIGATION, VERIFICATION, AND REINSTALLATION OF UTILITIES

(PER EARTHWORK SPEC RQMTS)

NOTES:

                1. GRATE OR LID MUST BE INSTALLED PRIOR TO
                    BACKFILLING

DRAIN PIPE

COMPACTED CRUSHED
STONE BASE

DRAINTECH
BASIN

6" SEWER &
DRAIN RISER

SLOPE TO DRAIN

COMPACTED
EARTH

DRAINTECH 6" ROUND
POLYOLEFIN GRATE

SCALE: N.T.S.

      PER BPWD AND BWSC REQUIREMENTS.

24" GRATE

ADJUST TO FINISH GRADE W/
COURSES OF MORTARED BRICK
(2 COURSES MIN., 4 COURSES MAX.)

FRAME TO BE SET
IN FULL CEMENT
MORTAR BED

FILTER FABRIC
OVERLAP JOINTS
A MIN. OF 12"

NOTES:

1. NO BOTTOM
2. CONCRETE MINIMUM STRENGTH: 4,000 P.S.I. @ 28 DAYS
3. STEEL REINFORCEMENT: ASTM A-615, GRADE 60, 1" MIN. COVER
4. DESIGN LOADING: AASHTO HS20-44
5. USE MBO PRECAST, INC. 6' DIA. LEACHING PIT OR EQUAL

CONCRETE
RISER

3
4" - 11

2" CRUSHED STONE
BLEND (A1 & A2)

FINISHED GRADE
TOPSOIL OR
LANDSCAPE PAVERS

REMOVE FRAME AND COVER FROM GATE
REMOVE TEE OR TAPPING SLEEVE

EPOXY COATED
FORD 143 COUPLING
OR EQUIVALENT (TYP.)

ALL WORK MUST BE PERFORMED BY A NDPW LICENSED AND
BONDED CONTRACTOR. THIS PROCEDURE WILL INVOLVE A MAIN
LINE SHUT DOWN THAT THE CONTRACTOR SHALL COORDINATE
WITH THE NDPW WATER DIVISION.

WRITTEN NOTIFCATION OF ALL AFFECTED CUSTOMERS MUST
BE PERFORMED BY THE CONTRACTOR.

EXISTING WATER MAIN

NOTES:

1.

2.

SET CAP ON EXISTING TEE IF APPROVED

REMOVE EXISTING TEE AND
REPLACE WITH NEW DICL PIPE

1"

1"

4
'-0

"

6"

4
'-6

"

PLAN
A

A

COVER

TOP SECTION BOTTOM SECTION

SECTION A-A

ITEM NUMBER
COVER

TOP SECTION

BOTTOM SECTION

99460000

99460001

99460002

NOTES:

1. NO BOTTOM
2. CONCRETE MINIMUM STRENGTH: 4,000 P.S.I. @ 28 DAYS
3. DESIGN LOADING: AASHTO H-20
4. USE CONCRETE COVERS: 24" DIAMETER.

EROSION CONTROL MEASURES
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MHD TYPE VB VERTICAL
GRANITE CURB (6" REVEAL)

1 1
2" WEARING COURSE

2 1
2" BINDER COURSE

9" OF PROCESSED GRAVEL
FOR SUBBASE (M1.03.1)

3" OF DENSE-GRADED CR.
STONE FOR SUBBASE (M2.01.7)

CONCRETE (6" ALL AROUND)

FINISHED GRADE
CONTRACTOR TO RE-USE

EXISTING FRAME AND GRATE OR
FRAME AND COVER.

8" PROCESSED GRAVEL FOR
SUBBASE (M1.03.1)

BIT. CONC. PAVEMENT
1 1/2" TOP COURSE, ON
2 1/2" BOSTON BINDER COURSE

4" DENSE GRADED MATERIAL

REMOVE OR ADD ADDITIONAL LAYERS
OF MASONRY BRICK, AS NECESSARY
TO ADJUST FRAME AND GRATE OR FRAME
AND COVER TO FINAL GRADE (2 COURSE MIN,
4 COURSE MAX). WHERE RIMS/GRATES ARE
BEING RAISED MORE THAN 4 COURSES OF
BRICK, USE CONCRETE RISER SECTIONS.

NOTES:

1. SEE PLANS FOR CURB TYPE.
2. THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE SIDEWALK AND

CURB RAMP CROSS SLOPES SHALL BE 2.0% (1% MIN.).
3. THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE SLOPE OF ACCESSIBLE

ROUTE EXCLUDING CURB RAMPS SHALL BE 5.0%.
4. THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE SLOPE OF ACCESSIBLE

ROUTE CURB RAMPS SHALL BE 7.5%.
5. GRADE BASE OF RAMP TO PREVENT PONDING.
6. OMIT CURBING AT RAMPS WHERE IT ABUTS ACCESS DRIVE.
7. ALL RAMPS SHALL BE PER NDPW REQUIREMENTS FOR CEMENT

CONCRETE WITH A TEXTURED AND COLORED NON-SLIP
SURFACE (WARNING MAT) CONFORMING TO APPLICABLE
LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS. ACCESSIBLE
RAMP DETECTABLE WARNING MAT SHALL BE AS
MANUFACTURED BY "ADA SOLUTIONS" "WETSET" OR EQUAL IN
FEDERAL YELLOW COLOR.

(NEW DRIVE AREAS)

(RECONSTRUCTED DRIVES)

NOTES:

1.  BALES SHALL BE PLACED IN A ROW WITH THE ENDS TIGHTLY ABUTTING
    THE ADJACENT BALES.
2. BALES SHALL BE SECURELY ANCHORED IN PLACE BY STAKES DRIVEN
    THROUGH THE BALES. THE FIRST STAKE IN EACH BALE SHALL BE ANGLED
    TOWARD PREVIOUSLY LAID BALE TO FORCE BALES TOGETHER.
3.  INSPECTION SHALL BE FREQUENT AND REPAIR REPLACEMENT SHALL BE
    MADE PROMPTLY AS NEEDED.

EXISTING STRUCTUREPRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION, INSTALL
AND MAINTAIN FILTER FABRIC TO
TRAP SEDIMENT IN RUNOFF.

PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION, INSTALL AND
MAINTAIN HAY BALES ALL AROUND CATCH
BASIN INLET TO TRAP  SEDIMENTS IN
RUNOFF.

NOTES:
1. FRAME AND GRATE SHALL BE LeBARON LF 248-2 AND PER NDPW REQUIREMENTS.
2. FOR USE WHEN THE GUTTER GRADE IS LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 3.00% .
3. FRAME AND GRATE SHALL BE SET IN FULL BED OF MORTAR ON A
    MINIMUM OF TWO COURSES OF BRICK.

FINISHED GRADE
PAVEMENT, TOPSOIL OR
LANDSCAPE PAVERS

1 1/2" NEW TOP COURSE

COMPACTED SUBBASE

BACK OF SIDEWALK

MIN. 4'X4' LANDING
AT MAX. 1.5% ANY

DIRECTION; SEE
LAYOUT PLAN FOR

DIMENSIONS

12:1 MAX.

4.5% MAX.

2' EMBEDDED DETECTIBLE
WARNING MAT (SEE NOTE)

4' MIN. RAMP (SEE
PLAN FOR DIMENSIONS)

CURB TRANSITION
(STRAIGHT OR
CURVED)

12:1 MAX.

4.5% MAX.

4'

1.5% MAX.
1% MIN.

1.5% MAX.
1% MIN.

12:1 MAX.

6" REVEAL OR

FLUSH

EXISTING PAVEMENT
FOR SUBBASE (COLD PLANE)

MATCH EXISTING

3'-0 1/4"

1'-6 1/8" 1'-6 1/8"

1"

1/8"

1/8"

8"

1"

3"

1/8"

1 1/4"

1 3/8"

1/8"

2'-6 1/4"

2'-4 1/4"

2'-4"1/8"
1/8"

1 1/4"1 1/4"

1/8"

1" 1" 4"

3"

3 13/16"

1 9/16" 1 9/16"

3 13/16"2'-4 5/8"

1/2"1"

2'-1 1/2"

3/4"

3/4"

1"(TYP.)

1"R

1"R

3/4"R

1 1/2"

SECTION  C-C

SECTION  A-A

PLAN

B

B

A A 4"

SECTION  B-B

12"R

1" 1"

4"

2'-6 5/8"

PLANSECTION B - B

SECTION A - A

B

AA

B

4" THICK CONCRETE SIDEWALK
OR 6" TOPSOIL

N.T.S.

TYPICAL SEWER MANHOLE (PLAN)
N.T.S.

F
LO

W

STANDARD MANHOLE
FRAME & COVER

POLYPROPYLENE COATED

SAFTEY TYPE
STEEL STEPS

PVC GRAVITY SEWER
(SIZE VARIES)

30" STANDARD MANHOLE

TYPICAL SEWER MANHOLE 

12" MIN OF 3/4" 

6" MIN BOTTOM SLAB

CRUSHED STONE

THICKNESS

N.T.S.

AND GROUT ALL AROUND

SEE PAVING DETAIL

SET CASTING IN GROUT

COAT WITH (2) COATS OF

SPECS. 0.12 SQ. IN./LIN. FT.
A.S.T.M. & A.A.S.H.T.O.
STEEL REINFORCED TO

SEAL ALL PINHOLES WITH

BUTYL RUBBER JOINT (TYP.)

MANHOLE STEPS @ 12" O.C.

BRICK TABLE (SEE NOTES)

POLYPROPELENE COATED STEEL

SHAPE SMOOTH ROUNDED

ENTRANCE PIPES

FLEXIBLE MANHOLE
SLEEVE (TYP.)

INVERT FOR ALL SIDE 

FLOW

HYDRAULIC CEMENT

PLACE JOINT OR COUPLING

BRICK INVERT

ALL PIPES
WITHIN 3' OF WALL ON

BITUMASTIC 

8" MIN

4'-0" MINIMUM

5" MIN

30" MIN

SET RIM AT 
FINISH GRADE

FRAME & COVER

FLEXIBLE MANHOLE SLEEVE (TYP.)

1.  INNER EDGE OF BRICK TABLE
TO BE AT ELEV OF CROWN OF
TOP OF PIPE.  TABLE TO SLOPE

MANHOLE BASE
AT 1" PER 1' TO INSIDE OF

2.  TYPICAL SANITARY MANHOLE
TO BE 4 FT. DIA.

NOTES:

LENGTHS WITH FLAT OR
SECTION IN 2', 3' & 4'
STANDARD PRECAST CONE

1', 2', 3' OR 4' LENGTHS
AS NEEDED TO BRING
MANHOLE RIM TO REQUIRED

SECTION COMBINATIONS OF
STANDARD PRECAST BARREL

HYDRAULIC CEMENT
SEAL ALL JOINTS WITH

STANDARD PRECAST BASE
IN 3' LENGTH

ELEVATION

CONICAL TOP

USE BRICK COURSES AS

RIM TO REQUIRED ELEVATION

SEAL INSIDE & OUTSIDE
WITH HYDRAULIC CEMENT

NEEDED TO BRING MANHOLE

(MAX HEIGHT 10")
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City of Newton, Massachusetts 

Department of Planning and Development 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

 

 
           

 
 
DATE: November 16, 2012 
 
TO: Board of Aldermen 
 
FROM: Candace Havens, Director of Planning and Development 

 Eve Tapper, Chief Planner for Current Planning  
 Katy Hax Holmes, Land Use Planner 
 
SUBJECT: §5-58 of the City of Newton Ordinances, request for site plan approval for site and building 

improvements at Newton Fire Station #10 
 
CC: Mayor Setti Warren 
 Design Review Committee 
 Public Buildings Department 
 Ward 8 Aldermen 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The proposed action is to demolish the existing Fire Station #10 on Dedham Street and construct a new station 
on the same site (Phase I). Phase II of the project, which is conditional on approved funding in the future, is a 
new ancillary building for the Wire Division at the rear of the Station #10 property.  The existing fire station 
building was erected in 1948.  There is currently no ancillary building onsite.  The current fire station building is 
over 50 years old, and therefore came under Demolition Review by the Newton Historical Commission (NHC). In 
October of this year, based on the recommendation of Building Conservation Associates from April 2012 and 
from Planning staff, the NHC found the building not to be historically significant and therefore no Demolition 
Delay was instituted.  The current proposal by Public Buildings is to erect one new fire station building, a training 
enclosure, and a drafting tank, and to update the site as required in order to provide a fully operational and 
code-compliant fire station with modern energy-efficient building systems.  Total parking for the fire station and 
Wire Division buildings is projected to be enough to accommodate a single shift of firefighters (3 per shift, +1 in 
January, February and March), visitors, one handicap vehicle, and parking for up to five staff members in the 
Wire Division.  Current plans are for 12 lined spaces on the south side of the property and one handicap-
accessible space in front of the building, for a total of 13 spaces 

Proposed improvements in the new building include moving all living quarters, such as bunk rooms, bathrooms, 
shower rooms, a fitness room and kitchen, to the second floor.  A new walkway, visitor door, and improved 
pedestrian accommodations would be ensured at all entry points on the first story.  Reallocation of the current 
parking area behind the building to the south side of the lot will accommodate twelve cars on site for the 
current shift, Wire Division shift and visitors.  With the exception of one additional accessible space, there would 
be no auto parking spaces allotted along the entrance road from Dedham Street or anywhere else onsite.  With 
the addition of Phase II, the parking needs of the Wires Division building will increase and should be studied in 
relation to the spaces available after Phase I.  Amenities should include replacement and/or installation of 
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deteriorated fencing and the repair of retaining walls where needed throughout; new on-site lighting and 
signage; and improved outdoor seating.  The Confinement Training Enclosure and Drafting Tank are also 
necessary amenities on-site for continued firefighter training.  Currently, training areas and drafting ponds are 
used in other towns or on private land, requiring advanced notice and requests for permission.  Trash enclosures 
will be provided and an emergency generator and outdoor lighting will be installed.  The Design Review 
Commission met and reviewed the Schematic Design and proposed site plans prepared by Donham & Sweeney 
Architects dated October 18, 2012. 

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future  
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I. BACKGROUND/SITE PLAN APPROVAL PROCESS 

 
Prior to construction at any municipal building, Section 5-58 of the Newton City Code requires 
reviews of associated plans by the following: 

 The Director of Planning and Development for consistency and compatibility with the 
Newton Comprehensive Plan and other applicable planning and analytical studies 

 The Design Review Committee for layout, construction, and relationship to surroundings 

 The Public Facilities Committee to provide a forum for public comments and discussion 
about proposed buildings and their locations, followed by Board of Aldermen action  

 
Once the site plans are formally approved by these bodies, they become part of the final set of 
project plans and construction drawings and cannot be altered without being resubmitted to the 
Design Review Committee and to the Board of Aldermen. After the requirements of §5-58(a)(1) 
through (a)(6) have been satisfied, the Board of Aldermen can appropriate funds for preparation 
of detailed construction drawings.  Work on the fire station is projected to begin in July 2013 and 
will continue until closeout no later than the summer of 2015. All work, including the interior 
utility work will be addressed in one phase. Plans submitted by the Public Buildings Department 
were prepared by Donham and Sweeney Architects, dated November 2, 2012. These are the plans 
that have been reviewed by Planning Department staff.  

 
II. PROPOSED FIRE STATION IMPROVEMENTS  

Site work will be completed on the entire lot.  Existing parking at the rear of the lot is proposed for 
realignment along the south border and, unlike the current parking area, will be striped for twelve 
spaces.  There is no proposed parking on the front of the lot, with the exception of one handicap-
accessible space.  Vehicular access to the lot from Dedham Street will remain the same, with large 
vehicular circulation to remain at the rear of the site.  

The new building is proposed for the same location as the old, with additional square footage 
proposed for the new footprint on the north and south sides.  On the plans, these expansions 
appear to be located within the required setbacks.  Proposed changes on the inside of the new 
building will include separating living space from trucks and equipment. 

    

III. TECHNICAL REVIEW OF SITE PLANS UNDER SECTION 5-58 
 

1. Location and Existing Site Conditions 

Newton Fire Station #10 is located at 755 Dedham Street in a residential neighborhood 
in Oak Hill.   The site is bordered on three sides by Single Residence 1 residential zoning 
and by the Charles River Country Club, and by Single Residence 2 zoning across 
Dedham Street. The parcel consists of approximately 42,500 square feet of land 
improved with the fire station and associated parking.  The remainder of the parcel is 
vacant land enclosed on the south and west sides by a collapsed chain link fence, 
fencing from neighboring parcels, and stone retaining walls in various stages of repair.  
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The north perimeter of the lot is comprised of overgrown brush, trees and portions of a 
low stone wall. 
 

2. Proposed Improvements  

A new fire station and later, an ancillary building, are proposed for the site. Living 
quarters and administrative offices will be constructed on the second floor, an 
improvement over existing conditions at Fire Station #10.  

 

Handicap parking will be provided at the front of the building, but the proposed 
plans to not show improvements to curb cuts or ramp access to public entrances.  
Consideration should also be given for bicycle racks or indoor bicycle storage 
somewhere onsite. 

 

Parking at the site will consist of 13 total spaces for automobiles. These spaces are 
proposed for the south side of the lot in order to allow vehicular access and turn-
around lanes for the fire trucks.  

 

A Confinement Training Enclosure and Drafting Tank are also proposed for the site, 
located to the west of (behind) the new parking area.  The Drafting Tank will be a 
low shed in appearance, with a sloped roof and gated access to prevent accidents.  
The Confinement Tank will be accessed by a manhole cover and will be 
predominantly housed underground. 

 

IV. OTHER REVIEWS 
 

 Senior Environmental Planner.  The entire fire station property is located outside of 
riverfront areas.  After consulting the Senior Environmental Planner, it was determined 
that no review is required for the improvements proposed. 
 

 Associate City Engineer.  Please reference the November 13th, 2012 memorandum 
regarding this Fire Station #10 project written by John Daghlian, Associate City Engineer, 
to Candace Havens, Director of Planning.  The proposed work will result in a net increase 
in the amount of impervious surface on the site.  The Engineering Division must review 
the proposed plans to ensure that drainage infrastructure is constructed according to 
City standards.  The Engineering Division will also review soil testing and evaluations 
prior to the issuance of a building permit.   

 In addition, current plans do not address the removal or relocation of an onsite gas 

pump and underground gas tank, nor do they show dimensional information or 

elevations for the proposed Confinement Enclosure or Drafting Tank.   

 City Transportation Engineer.  There will be no net change in the amount of parking 

provided on-site. Public Buildings should work with the Transportation Engineer to 
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manage parking should it negatively affect the neighborhood as the fire station resumes 

projected capacity in Phase I, and perhaps later during Phase II.  

 Fire Department.  Fire suppression systems will be installed throughout the newly- 

constructed building. The Public Buildings Department should continue to coordinate 

with the Assistant Fire Chief to meet all applicable safety codes.  

 
V. CONSISTENCY WITH NEWTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND OTHER PLANS/STUDIES 

The Newton Comprehensive Plan notes that Newton residents have made community 
cohesiveness and safety a strong priority.  A new, state-of-the-art fire station in the Oak Hill 
neighborhood is not inconsistent with this vision.  
 
The Plan also acknowledges change over time is inevitable and spatial needs must respond to 
them. For the long term, the Newton Comprehensive Plan advocates for “creative consideration 
of future activity and facility configurations.”  When addressing such changes, the Newton 
Comprehensive Plan encourages creativity in making continued use of existing structures, where 
possible.  In the pursuit of providing adequate services for the health and safety of Newton’s Oak 
Hill citizens, restoring and retrofitting the current Fire Station #10 was considered, but was 
determined not to be a feasible solution.  

 
VI. SITE PLAN REVIEW CRITERIA 

In accordance with Section, 5-58, the Design Review Committee has filed plans for Site Plan 

Approval.  These are to be reviewed in accordance with the procedure outlined in Section 30-23 of 

the Revised Ordinances.  The following is a review of the submitted plans with respect to the 

relevant criteria established in Section 30-23.  

A. Convenience and safety of vehicular and pedestrian movement within the site and in 

relation to the adjacent streets, properties or improvements 

The overall parking count on the site will remain static as a result of this petition. There 

is currently a paved area behind the station with unlined parking, but the proposed 

thirteen parking spaces appear to be adequate for the continued usage of the site by 

the on-duty crew, a crew shift change, and visitors.  However, the Wire Division staff 

comprises a maximum of five personnel and would add five more vehicles to the Fire 

Station #10 lot at the completion of Phase II.  The Fire Department should consider shift 

circulation patterns at the Wire Division in order to best assess the future onsite parking 

needs for the Station #10 lot.  If Public Buildings proceeds with the Phase II construction 

of the Wire Division ancillary structure, a reassessment of parking needs should be 

completed.   

 

There are currently no bike racks on site.  The Fire Department should consider adding at 

least one.  Accommodations should also be considered for protected bicycle storage. 
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Vehicular access to on-site parking will continue to be provided from Dedham Street only.  

Dedham Street is a high-volume residential street that will see no net increase in vehicular 

traffic with the replacement fire station, but will see a slight increase with the new Wires 

Division building.  New directional signage for the handicap and visitor parking (preferably 

sited near the entrance to the property), and signage at the training and drafting tank 

sites are recommended.   

 

B. Adequacy of the methods for regulating surface water drainage 

Please reference the November 13th, 2012 memorandum written by John Daghlian, 
Associate City Engineer to Candace Havens, Director of Planning.  On-site monitoring and 
inspection by the Engineering Division is required and warranted at various phases before 
and during construction.  A drainage analysis needs to be performed based on the City’s 
100-year storm event of 6.5 inches over a standard period of time.  All run-off needs to be 
infiltrated and accommodated on site.  Dry well details also need to specify stone size and 
location beneath dry wells. 

 
C. Screening of parking areas and structures from adjoining premises.  Location of parking 

between the street and existing or proposed structures shall be discouraged. 

The parking configuration will undergo minor changes, but will not be expanded 
substantially. The majority of the parking will be located to the south side of the building.  
With the exception of one handicap-accessible space in the front of the fire station building, 
there will be no other locations on site that will effectively provide vehicular access for 
visitors of all levels of mobility.  
 
The proposal includes some enhanced landscaping along the perimeter of the site. The          
proposed side parking area will be more visible from Dedham Street, but landscaping and 
improved fencing between residential rear yards and the parking lot should be improved.  
Current conditions show plant overgrowth and a general lack of landscaping maintenance 
around the perimeter of the lot.  Neighbors on the south side of the lot should be consulted 
regarding their choices for screening plantings and fencing to ameliorate potential affects 
from the new station, new parking area, training enclosure, and drafting tank.  Neighbors on 
the west and north sides should be consulted regarding their choices for the Wire Division 
ancillary building and screening, if Phase II is funded in the future.  Out of respect for the 
residential abutters, new lighting fixtures that are proposed for the perimeter of the fire 
station property should have shields to direct light onto the fire station property and not 
neighbors’ property. 
 

D. Avoidance of topographic changes; tree and soil removal shall be minimized. 

No significant topographic changes or tree and soil removal appear to be proposed. Large, 
mature tree removal should be avoided if possible.  Trees should be added for screening 
as needed.   
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Stone retaining walls along the rear southwest corner and west perimeter of the lot are in 
deteriorated condition, in sections, and could worsen with poor drainage and root 
intrusion over time. According to the Fire Department an engineering study of the 
stability of these retaining walls has been conducted.  The results of this study should be 
made available for review. The Fire Department and Public Buildings should work with 
neighbors whose properties are supported by those walls to ensure that the walls are 
restored to good working order and do not pose a safety hazard. 

 
E. Consideration of site design including relationship to nearby structures 

The fire station is located within a modest post-World War II residential neighborhood. The 
scale and design of this current public structure is somewhat compatible with the residential 
structures in this neighborhood.  As the massing and angularity of the current building will be 
reflected in the new building, the design changes proposed will not result in substantial 
additional effects on the neighborhood.   
 
The Planning Department received conceptual elevations and material specifications, which 
are subject to change during the design process. Final specifications of materials, colors, and 
landscaping should be submitted to Planning Department for review prior to issuance of a 
building permit to ensure compatibility with the surrounding neighborhood.     
 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The contractor should submit a Construction Management Plan (“CMP”) to the Director of 
Planning and Development, the City Engineer, the City Traffic Engineer, and the Commissioner 
of Inspectional Services for review and approval before any construction activities related to 
this project are commenced on the site.   
 
This plan should identify hours of construction, expected length of construction, location of 
proposed on-site contractor parking, and material storage and staging areas.  This plan should 
also incorporate preferences and input from neighbors.  If there are on-site activities during 
construction, the CMP should identify measures to be used to avoid conflicts between the 
station’s functions and construction activities.  The CMP should also include the telephone 
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number for the contractor’s primary contact person.  Copies of the final approved CMP should 
be submitted to the Mayor and each of the Ward 8 Aldermen.   
 

VII. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

The Director of Planning and Development has determined that the site plans for alterations at the 
Newton Fire Station #10 property are consistent with the Newton Comprehensive Plan and any 
other relevant plans/studies, including the site plan review criteria listed in Section 30-23.  It 
appears that the Public Buildings Department and the Fire Department have given serious 
consideration to finding the best plan to accommodate a new fire station in Oak Hill.   
 

       With that in mind, the Planning Department offers the following items for consideration: 
 

 Trash storage should be no less than 25’ from the building, and properly enclosed; 

 New lighting fixtures located at the perimeter of the property should have shields to focus   
light onto the fire station property and not neighbors’ property; 

 A neighborhood council should be organized to obtain input from neighbors, and provide a 
ready means by which to present possible mitigation for construction noise and parking issues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 New directional signage for the handicap and visitor parking (preferably sited near the 

entrance to the property), and signage at the training and drafting tank sites are 

recommended;   

 Detailed dimensional and elevation information for the Confinement Enclosure and Drafting 

Tank are necessary for a complete review of potential effects on the site plan and the 

neighborhood; 

 Traffic mitigation should be a high priority during the construction phase of this project; 

 There are currently no bike racks on site.  The Fire Department should consider adding at 

least one.  Accommodations should also be considered for protected bicycle storage. 
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If the Board, Mayor and Fire Department choose to approve these plans, prior to applying for 
 Building Permits the Public Buildings Department should submit: 
 
1) Revised plans showing any alterations to the site plan, parking or landscaping to the Planning, 

Engineering, and Fire Departments.  
2)  Detailed dimensional and elevation information for the Confinement Enclosure and 

Drafting Tanks. 

3) An on-site soil evaluation, drainage analysis, and CCTV inspection witnessed by the 

Engineering Division 

4) Answers to questions posed in the memo written by John Daghlian to Candace Havens 

November 13th, 2012 

5) Final material samples to the Planning Department. 
6) A construction management plan to the Planning Department and Engineering Division and 

Ward Aldermen.  
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CITY OF NEWTON 

ENGINEERING DIVISION 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:  Candace Havens, Director of Planning (via email) 

   

 

From: John Daghlian, Associate City Engineer 

 

Re: Administrative Site Plan Review – Newton Fire Station #10 Oak Hill 

 

Date: November 13, 2012 

 

CC: Lou Taverna, P.E., City Engineer (via email) 

 Linda Finucane, Associate City Clerk (via email) 

 Eve Tapper, Chief Planner (via email) 

 Alexandra Ananth, Sr. Planner (via email) 

  

 

In reference to the above site, I have the following comments for a plan entitled: 

 

 

Newton Fire Station #10 

“Oak Hall” 

Newton, MA 

Schematic Design 

Dated: 11-2-‘12 

Prepared By: Polaris Consultants Civil Engineer 

Architect: Donham & Sweeney, Inc. 

 

Executive Summary: 

 

The plan indicates total demolition of the existing fire station #10 in Oak Hill and 

construction of new a facility with all new utilities, and a future ancillary building for the 

Wire Division at the rear of the lot.  Prior to demolition, all utilities shall be cut & capped 

at their respective mains and completely removed from the site. 

 

On site stormwater, improvements are planned for the new facilities, which will require 

on-site soils evaluation for each proposed underground system.  Soil testing which shall 

include a deep test pit and one percolation test within 20-feet of each system is required 

to identify soil type, any groundwater, or any unsuitable soils.  These test shall be 

completed & witnessed by the Engineering Division  prior to any Building Permit being 

issued and shall be accompanied by a drainage study for review and approval.  Based on 
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this schematic design an overflow connection is proposed, this is only allowed when on 

site soil conditions are not conducive for retaining 100%, or if ledge is encountered.  If an 

over flow connection is warranted then further investigation of the City drainage system 

needs to be studied prior to allowing any overflow connection. 

 

A new handicapped parking stall is shown at the front of the building, yet no curb cut or 

ramp is provided, this needs to be corrected.  A construction management plan is needed 

as well as a Storm Water Operations & Maintenance Plan. 

 

Finally based upon a site visit today there is a gas pump and underground gas tank at the 

rear of the existing building  what is the status of this dispensing system, is it to be 

updated or abandoned? 

 

 

Drainage: 

 

 

1. An on-site soil evaluation needs to be performed to obtain the seasonal high 

groundwater elevation, percolation rate in accordance to Title V.  This 

information must be submitted with the building permit application.  The 

locations of these tests need to be shown on the site plan.  All testing must be 

witnessed by the Engineering Division.  The Engineering Division shall be given 

48-hours prior notice as to when the testing will occur. 

 

2. A drainage analysis needs to be performed based on the City of Newton’s 100-

year storm event of 6.5-inches over a 24-hour period.  All runoff from increased 

impervious areas need to be infiltrated on site.  

 

3. The leaching galley’s & flow diffusers details needs to specify the size of the 

crushed washed stone, thickness of the stone around and beneath the dry wells.  

The elevation of the bottom of the stone, bottom of the dry well structure, and 

depth to groundwater table need to be labeled.  The dry well detail needs a 3” 

layer of peastone on top of the system, and then covered over with filter fabric. 

 

 

4. When a connection to the City’s drainage system is proposed, prior to approval of 

the Building Permit a Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) inspection shall be 

performed and witnessed by the Engineering Division, the applicant shall retain a 

contractor that specializes in CCTV inspection.  The applicant shall contact the 

Engineering Division 48 hours in advance to schedule an appointment.  At the 

end of the inspection the video or CD shall be given to the inspector.  

Furthermore, upon completion of the connection to the drainage system a Post – 

Construction video inspection shall also take place and witnessed as described 

above.  This is required regardless of the connection point, the intent is to ensure 

that there are no downstream blockages or damaged pipe so that the contractor of 

record is not held accountable for preexisting conditions. 
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5. There is a system labeled OWS what is that? 

 

 

 

 

Sewer: 

 

 

1. A detail for a forced main is shown, yet nothing on the site plan, what is this for? 

 

2. The 4” HDPE is not acceptable as a service connection to the new building, it 

shall be 6” SDR 35 PVC to within 10’ of the foundation at which time it must be 

4” cast iron pipe per Massachusetts Plumbing Code. 

 

3. The service connection for the future Wire’s building is not indicated. 

 

4. All new sewer service and/or structures shall be pressure tested or video taped 

after final installation is complete.  Method of final inspection shall be determined 

solely by the construction inspector from the City Engineering Division.  All 

sewer manholes shall be vacuum tested in accordance to the City’s Construction 

Standards & Specifications.  The sewer service will NOT be accepted until one of 

the two methods stated above is completed.  All testing MUST be witnessed by a 

representative of the Engineering Division.  A Certificate of Occupancy will not 

be recommended until this test is completed and a written report is received by 

the City Engineer.  This note must be added to the final approved plans. 

 

5. All sewer manholes shall be vacuum tested in accordance to the City’s 

Construction Standards & Specifications.  The sewer service will NOT be 

accepted until one of the two methods stated above is completed.  All testing 

MUST be witnessed by a representative of the Engineering Division.  A 

Certificate of Occupancy will not be recommended until this test is completed and 

a written report is received by the City Engineer. 
 

6. The service connection from the proposed building to the existing sewer manhole 

will have to be cored by either a hydraulic or an electric coring machine to 

eliminate groundwater infiltration.  Jackhammering a hole for the connection will 

not be allowed.  A rubber boot and hydraulic cement will also be required for the 

connection. 

 

7. The existing sewer manhole table will have to be modified.  

 

 

8. The slope for the proposed sewer services needs to be indicated. 
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9. The existing water & sewer services shall be cut and capped at the main and be 

completely removed from the site and properly back filled.  The Engineering 

Division must inspect this work; failure to having this work inspected my result in 

the delay of issuance of the Utility Connection Permit.  This note must be 

incorporated onto the site plan. 

 

10. A detailed profile is needed which shows the existing water main, proposed water 

service, sewer main and proposed sewer service with the slopes and inverts 

labeled to ensure that there are no conflicts between the sewer services and the 

water service.  The minimum slope for a service is 2.0%, with a maximum of 

10%.  In order to verify the slopes and inverts of the proposed service connection, 

two manholes of the existing sanitary sewer system need to be identified on the 

plan with rim & invert elevations.  The crown of the service connection & the 

sewer man need to match.  

 

11. Is there a reason why the proposed sewer service is not connected to the sewer 

manhole within Dedham Street instead of the main? 

 

12. The new sewer service and/or structures shall be pressure tested or videotaped 

after final installation is complete.  Method of final inspection shall be determined 

solely by the construction inspector from the City Engineering Division.  The 

sewer service will NOT be accepted until one of the two methods stated above is 

completed. 

 

13. The City does not allow sewer saddles for its connections, this needs to be 

replaced by a tee wye.  Use City of Newton Standard details available on line at 

the City’s website.  

 

 

Water: 

 

1. The proposed 6” water connection should be an 8” from the main in the street to 

the rear of the property, otherwise two dedicated service connection will be 

required one for the domestic and one for the fire suppression system. 

 

2. Where is the service connection for the new Wire’s building? 

 

 

 

 

 

General: 

 

1. Use the City of Newton Construction Standards that are available on line 

(www.ci.newton.ma.us/gov/dpw/engineering) for the following: trench patching, 

#394-12



 

 

Oak Hill Fire Station #10                                                                                                               Page 5 of 6 

 

CDF trench back-sill, hydrant setting, driveway apron, tactile warning plate shall 

be ADA Solutions “Wet Set” or Equal in Federal Yellow color. 

 

2. All curb cuts (a.k.a. HP ramps) shall be constructed of cement concrete per City’s 

Standards. 

 

3. Where does the proposed gas service to the fire station connect? 

 

4. The City does not specify weld wire mesh is City sidewalks. 

 

5. No excavation is allowed within any City right-of-way between November 15
th
 

and April 15
th
.  If an emergency exists or there are extenuating circumstances, 

Applicant may seek permission for such work from the City DPW Commissioner 

via the City Engineer.  If permission is granted, special construction standards 

will be applied.  Applicant or Applicant’s representative must contact the City of 

Newton Engineering Department prior to start of work for clarification.  This note 

must be incorporated onto the site plan. 

 

6. The contractor needs to notify the Engineering Division 48-hours in advance and 

schedule an appointment to have the drainage system, water & sewer services 

inspected.  The system & utilities must be fully exposed for the inspector.  Once 

the inspector is satisfied, the system & utilities may then be back-filled.  This 

note must be incorporated onto the site plan. 

 

7. With the exception of natural gas service(s), all utility trenches with the right of 

way shall be backfilled with Control Density Fill (CDF) Excavatable Type I-E, 

detail is available in the city of Newton Construction Standards Detail Book. 

 

8. The new water and sewer services must be in-place AND accepted by the 

Engineering Division prior to the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.  

 

9. An approved type of siltation control needs to be incorporated onto the plans, as 

well as a detail of the proposed system. 

 

10. As of January 1, 2009, all trench excavation contractors shall comply with 

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 82A, Trench Excavation Safety 

Requirements, to protect the general public from unauthorized access to 

unattended trenches.  Trench Excavation Permit required.  This applies to all 

trenches on public and private property. This note shall be incorporated onto the 

plans. 

 

11. Approval of this plan by the City of Newton Engineering Division implies that 

the plan meets the minimal design standards of the City of Newton.  However, the 

Engineering Division makes no representations and assumes no responsibility for 

the design(s) in terms of suitability for the particular site conditions or of the 

functionability or performance of any items constructed in accordance with the 
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design(s).  The City of Newton assumes no liabilities for design assumption, error 

or omissions by the Engineer of Record. 

 

12. Prior to Occupancy permit being issued, an As-Built Plan shall be submitted to 

the Engineering Division in both digital format and in hard copy.  The plan 

should show all utilities and final grades, any easements and final grading.  This 

note must be incorporated onto the site plan. 

 

13. The applicant will have to apply for a Street Opening & Utilities Connection 

Permits as well as a sidewalk-crossing permit with the DPW.  This note must be 

incorporated onto the site plan. 

 

14. If a Certificate of Occupancy is requested prior to all site work being completed, 

the applicant will be required to post a Certified Bank Check in the amount to 

cover the remaining work.  The City Engineer shall determine the value of the 

uncompleted work. 

 

15. The driveway aprons need curb cuts that conform to the Massachusetts 

Architectural Access Board’s (AAB) 1996 or most current Regulations & 

Standards, and the City’s Standard of being a cement concrete apron. 

 

 

16. All cement concrete shall be 4,000 psi, 7% air –entrained, and must have 2 

pounds of emulsified Lamp Black per cubic yard.  

 

 

17. The contractor of record will have to apply for Street Opening, Sidewalk 

Crossing, and Utilities connecting permits with the Department of Public Works 

prior to any construction. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me @ 617-796-1023 
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