CITY OF NEWTON

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 2004

Present: Ald. Schnipper (Chairman), Gerst, Albri@slvucci, Stewart, Yates, Mansfield and

Lappin

City personnel present: Robert Rooney (CommissiohBublic Works), Sandy Pooler (Chief
Budget Officer), Cathy Salchert (Assistant CityiSitdr) and Shawna Sullivan (Committee

Clerk)

Chairman's Note: The Commissioner of Public Works' presentationh@nupcoming street
construction for this season was postponed, a€itlgEngineer was unavailable.

#143-04

ACTION:

KEYSPAN ENERGY DELIVERY requesting a graftocation to install and
maintain 56'+ of 4" gas main in ADAMS AVENUE, Wddéwton from the
existing 4" gas main in Adams Avenue at House #46é3terly to House #160.

APPROVED 8-0

NOTE:

#146-04

ACTION:

Fran O'Leary, Keyspan Permit Representative, wasaot for the discussion of
the petition. Keyspan is requesting a grant ttaih§6' of gas main to provide gas
for heat, hot water and cooking to 160 Adams Avernliee construction work is
scheduled for the end of April. The Committee exed the recommendations
for the reconstruction of the road from the Deparitrof Public Work, which
were standard. The public hearing was opened arwhe spoke for or against
the petition. Ald. Salvucci moved approval, whaarried unanimously.

ALD. STEWART recommending creation of a aaission to investigate the
technical, financial and policy feasibility of plag utility wires in the City
underground.

NO ACTION NECESSARY 6-2 (Stewart and Albrig ht opposed)

NOTE:

Ald. Stewart explained that he docketed this iterbegin to look at the
possibility of placing all wires underground. Heniot proposing that this can be
done in the near future but the City should begilobk at all the considerations
in regards to placing wires underground. Theresaweral communities in
eastern Massachusetts who have made some pragtessarea. Ald. Stewart
would like a group of six to eight people formedstady the different technical
and financial aspects.

Ald. Lappin theoretically agrees with the conclept feels that it is prohibitive at
this time as the cost is between $300 and $1,20fbpe Ald. Salvucci asked
what areas of the City would be done first and Atkwart responded that would
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be something that was discussed by the group. dthucci also pointed out that
when the Stop and Shop special permit was discubseubssibility of placing all
of the wires on Needham Street underground. Itexatained that the cost

would be to the whole City not just the propertynans on Needham Street. Ald.
Gerst stated that there is a large volume of inédiom on this subject for Cabot
Street. When the cost was determined, it wasrge iawas decided not to pursue
it. Ald. Stewart responded that in the end it vaolok considerably cheaper to put
the utilities underground as the number of repamnd pole replacement would be
greatly reduced.

Ald. Albright asked if the group could be staffegla department to create
ownership. She also suggested investigating grgmortunities. Ald. Mansfield
suggested that the City may already have a Boa@bormission in place, which
could become involved. The Committee felt thateamm should be sent to the
Urban Design and Beautification Commission, Plagrind Development Board,
Comprehensive Planning Advisory Committee, Econdb@eelopment
Commission, Citizens Commission on Energy and Uitr@e Commission
requesting that they look at the possibility ofqua utility wires underground.

Ald. Salvucci moved the item no action necessagxasting Committees could
address the issue. The motion carried unanimously.

#145-04 ALD. STEWART recommending review of andgibke changes in Article I,
Section 26-53 "Construction of streets and wayshéke it easier and quicker to
improve the condition of private ways in the City.

ACTION: HELD 8-0

NOTE: Cathy Salchert, Commissioner Rooney and Sandy Paele present for the
discussion. This item and #159-04 were discussedmjunction, as they are
related. Ald. Stewart docketed his item becauseethre a host of private ways
that have been awaiting acceptance for a numbggass. He would like to
discuss possible changes in the standard of catisinuand financial aspects for
street acceptances in order to speed up the process

Commissioner Rooney has been in discussion wittVigngor and Sandy Pooler
regarding the private way issues. Currently, titg gays a significant amount of
the cost for street betterments. The City canmod forivate way acceptances in
the current financial climate. The Mayor is propgsan amendment to the City
Ordinances to allow Public Work employees to penféine street betterment
work. This would decrease the cost of the projents allow the work to be
performed more rapidly. The amendment would aige gbutters the option of
paying the full cost of the work, through the bettent process. By giving the
abutters that option, the City will be able to He projects. Commissioner
Rooney explained that if the City did the work bwd be about half of the cost
of a contractor.
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Ald. Salvucci asked what the interest would belanttventy-year betterment.
Cathy Salchert responded that she was not suretivatterest would be. Ald.
Stewart asked if the City had the manpower to thlseon and make progress in
the backlog. The Commissioner stated that theiybedin slowly but the work
can be done on overtime, which is still a significeaving over a contractor. Ald.
Stewart than asked if there were any comparisandgy Commissioner Rooney
has made comparisons but has no written figuresidysPooler will come back to
the Committee with figures for review. Ald. Saleuasked if the City would
need to purchase new equipment and whether bomdiotyl be required. Mr.
Pooler responded that bonding will be necessdng. the intention to match the
betterment payments with the debt payments. Adghpin requested a
comparison for a specific street and the costesdent. Ald. Stewart asked for
the total number of private ways in the City. Heuld also like to know if the
City has more of an obligation to fix private waydjich the City uses, such as
school routes. He would also like to have a cotmgmsive policy and statement
regarding public ways.

Sandy Pooler explained that it was not the intenfiow the amendment to be
approved right away. The Executive Department a@itd get the Committee's
input and questions. Mr. Pooler agreed to proth@éeCommittee with written
answers to their questions. Ald. Yates moved hakil Mr. Pooler had the
information available.

#159-04 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting that Chaj2e+49 of the City of Newton
Ordinances, 2001 be amended to provide for a reé\@gstem of street
betterments, using Department of Public Works eyg#e to perform the work

ACTION: HELD 8-0

NOTE: See the above note for discussion of this item.

#108-04 ALD. SAMUELSON AND YATES requesting the at®n of requirements and
municipal review before a utility company can lacatutility pole on private
property especially in residential areas.

ACTION: HELD 8-0

NOTE: Ald. Samuelson and Yates docketed this item bedduese was pole placed on a
lot right next to the property line in the frontrgladuring construction. It is their
hope that the City can create requirements andieweprocess before a pole can
be located on private property. Ald. Salvucci sgigd that perhaps the pole was
temporary. John Daghlian, Acting City Engineegkimg into the placement of
the pole. Ald. Schnipper pointed out that the @itgy not be able regulate private

property.
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Cathy Salchert explained that she needs more tmeview the zoning aspects
and prepare a legal analysis. Therefore, Ald. ¥&ateved hold on the item and
the Committee voted unanimously to hold the item.

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an informatl discussion of
authorization of a lease for municipal parking msgs of property owned by
NSTAR located on Homer Street immediately weshefMain Library parking

#259-02

lot.
ACTION: HELD 8-0
NOTE:

Commissioner Rooney presented the item to the Ctieeni The purpose of the
item is to get the Board's input on entering intease with NStar. Each year the
pressure on the library lot for parking spacesiha®ased and the Board has
raised issues regarding pressures on the Cityddaling spaces. NStar is willing
to lease the City two small lots on either sidéhef building on Homer Street.
The lease will be for five years and provide thgy@iith 15 additional parking
spaces for City vehicles. NStar has requestedbarement on the taxes for the
portion of the property that will be used by théyCiThe taxes are minimal but
NStar does not want to set a precedent.

Ald. Mansfield asked what had happened to theralglan to use the back
portion of the land for parking. Unfortunately, td6may be using that land to
place a transformer. Ald. Mansfield asked if they@ould require a special
permit for parking in the setbacks of the prope@ommissioner Rooney did not
have the information. He will look into it and teathe information available the
next time the item is discussed.

Ald. Salvucci asked why the City did not develbp area on Commonwealth
Avenue across from City Hall for parking, as it webnot affect anyone.
Commissioner Rooney responded that it was lookédiat would create a
hazard for pedestrians and vehicles entering andrig the lot.

Ald. Yates moved hold on the item for further uigda which the Committee
approved unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Sydra Schnipper, Chairman



