CITY OF NEWTON

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2003

Present: Ald. Schnipper (Chair), Gerst, Linskylv8eci, Stewart, Yates, Mansfield and Lappin

Also present: Ald. Coletti and Sangiolo

City Personnel: John Daghlian (Associate City Begr), Lou Taverna (Utilities Director),
Michael Rourke (Chief Administrative Officer) anebBert Rooney (Commissioner of Public

Works)

Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor

#105-03

ACTION:

ARTHUR COHEN, 79 Warren Street, Newton @eng-appointed on February
3, 2003 as a member of the DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTigEa term of office
to expire on December 31, 2005. (60-day Board adaie 05-02-03)
APPROVED 8-0

NOTE:

#110-03

ACTION:

Mr. Cohen was present for the discussion regardisigeappointment. Mr.
Cohen is a principal architect at ARC and has skorethe Design Review
Committee since 1998 and he serves on the Desg&glection Committee as one
of the School Committee's appointees. The biggmstern for the Design
Review Committee is the high school projects.

Ald. Yates asked what role the Design Review Cottemiserved in the Newton
North High School study and plans. Mr. Cohen exgld that Design Review
had nothing to do with the study but the DesigniB&ewCommittee does the final
site plan approval. Several Committee members aviké Design Review to be
more involved from the start of a project. The Qaittee will docket an item to
review Design Review Committee's regulations. 3éetions of the City of
Newton Ordinances, which pertain to the Design BevWCommittee, are
attached. Mr. Cohen also told the Committee thextet are several openings on
the Design Review Committee that should be fillédd. Salvucci moved
approval of the reappointment, which was approvezhimously. The
Committee thanked Mr. Cohen for his service toGitg.

DEBRA SMALL, 572 Dedham Street, Newton @entequesting construction of
a common sewer in MEADOWBROOK ROAD, from end maehbB0' + to
Dedham Street and then 500' + southerly to 580 Bredbtreet.

APPROVED 8-0
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John Daghlian was present and provided the Comentith a cost breakdown
(attached) of the project. Mr. Daghlian explaintieel project to the Committee.
Two of the houses will have to be pumped to a Ingldihamber due to heavy
ledge, which cannot be blasted due to the largebeumf utilities within the
roadway. The Engineering Department decided toecinto the existing sewer
in Meadowbrook, as the elevation is more conducive.

Ald. Salvucci was upset with the frontage chamga property owner who is
already on the city sewer. It was explained thatBoard has the power to waive
the fee. There was a brief discussion regardiagipl the sewer through the
back of the properties from Meadowbrook Road. dswlecided that this was not
an option because it was unlikely all of the préypewners would agree to grant

The public hearing was opened and Debra SmallC#tham Street voiced her
support of the project as she has a cesspool aaltiwke to connect to the
sewer. Ms. Wendy Goodrich, 556 Dedham Streetheiik-up to the sewer
immediately to meet the requirements of the ordiearDorothy Miller is
purchasing 580 Dedham Street and would like theftiaame for the project. Mr.
Daghlian expects the project to begin mid to lat@ser due to the bid process.
The project will take about one month to completdd. Lappin moved approval
of the item, which was voted unanimously.

DAVID S. DeLORIE, 153 Hancock Street, Auimale requesting construction of
a common sewer in GROVE STREET from existing endimoée at 191 Grove
Street northerly 140'+ to Hancock Street to cos3 Blancock Street.

John Daghlian was also present for the discussitims item and submitted a
breakdown of costs for the project to the Commifstached). He would like to
see this sewer project and the Dedham Street ggwaut to bid jointly. The
sewer line will service 153 Hancock Street, whiglhie one house in the area not

The public hearing was opened and David DeLori#5¥ Hancock Street voiced
his support of the project. He also asked abaupthns to reconfigure the
intersection of Grove Street and Hancock Streéie reconfiguration will not
take place until the sewer line is in place. Atkwart moved approval of the
item, which was approved unanimously.

NOTE

an easement to the City.
#111-03
ACTION: APPROVED 80
NOTE:

on the City sewer.
#261-02(2)

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE establishiragtaskforce of Aldermen,
departmental officials and citizens to monitor seever problems and storm water
issues, prepare periodic reports for the publithenactions being considered by
the City to address the problem, and serve asi@al itlearinghouse for
information for Board of Aldermen and for citizens.
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APPROVED ASAMENDED 8-0ADD STORM WATER ISSUES

NOTE:

#112-03

ACTION:

Ald. Stewart feels that it is reasonable to fortaskforce to deal with sewer
problems. The taskforce will distribute informatithrough the webpage and
possibly community meetings. The group would @lsspare a public
information plan. Ald. Linsky is supportive of faing the taskforce but would
suggest broadening the scope to include storm dradnwater issues. Lou
Taverna would like the taskforce to include stormerassues, as the Stormwater
Phase Il permitting process requires such a grdine Committee agreed to
amend the item to include stormwater.

The taskforce would report to the Public Faciit@ommittee regularly. There
was a brief discussion about voting within the faste but it was decided that it
was a non-issue, as the taskforce would be regaithe Committee. A motion
was made for approval and the item was approvesnasnded unanimously.

ALD. STEWART requesting a review of theyGifprocedures for responding to
citizen inquiries about trash, street repairs ahemomatters handled by the Public
Works Department.

NO ACTION NECESSARY 7-0 (Linsky Not Voting)

NOTE:

Brian Connolly and Commissioner were present fecussion of the item. Ald.
Stewart docketed this item due to the snowstorfetiruary 17, when trash was
not picked-up. Ald. Stewart called the City butiicbnot locate a number to call
regarding trash. When he called the City, he whkthe trash would be picked
up on Saturday but it was not picked up until Monda

Mr. Connolly explained that there were severaléssduring that snowstorm. The
website had the wrong information regarding trask-pp due to the Presidents’
Day holiday. The information on the website was@tted as soon as it was
discovered. Waste Management was unable to get iadl trucks on the road due
to the weather. The Public Works Department ih@process of installing
automated answering software. The Public Worksaltegent keeps a call log for
any call that generates a work order but it doesapture transfers. Currently,
Customer Service receives about 700 calls per d@9.of these calls are dealt
with but there are approximately 300 hang-ups.

Commissioner Rooney explained that the installadibine automated answering
software should improve customer service immenséhe new system will
gueue calls in the order they come in allowingdaker to hold until the next
available customer service representative is évailaSeveral committee
members suggested enclosing customer service iafamin the next tax bill.
Commissioner Rooney also spoke about the new stzkgram the Public
Works Department has implemented. The stickergigen to Waste
Management to place on various items that are ickég up by Waste
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Management or are not bundled correctly for pick-Uipe stickers direct people
on the proper way to discard the item or packagetém for pick-up. The
Committee felt that the necessary improvements Wweigg made and Ald.
Stewart moved No Action Necessary, which was passed

#140-03 ALD. YATES requesting the Department of lRut/orks and Parks and
Recreation Department to prepare the NahantontS#feeds for immediate use
as a snow dump for the rest of the winter of 2003.

ACTION:  APPROVED 6-0-2 (Linsky and L appin Abstaining)

NOTE:

Ald. Yates docketed this item in response to e af the Braceland Playground
as a snow dumpsite. He had been told previoualythie site would only be used
as a last resort. He was very surprised that tmar@issioner did not mention the
plan to use the park. Ald. Yates also called thkcP Department for a detail as
he felt that the operation was creating a dangesiuation and was told that it
was not a requirement. He would like the Commissido use the Nahanton
Street Woods for snow dumping in the future, toidvorther damage to the
Braceland Playground.

Commissioner Rooney explained that the snow fioerbusiness districts needed
to be removed as soon as possible. He is thediestmit it was a misstep in
regards to where the snow was to go. The Commissivad taken that Thursday
off and did not realize that the playground hadhbesed until Friday. It was a
field change made by the Deputy Commissioner irfitdd, which was

legitimate. Due to the size of the operation,aibthe snow could be dumped at
the Eliot Street yard.

Susan Sangiolo, Michael Fleming and Jack Neviisidents of Upper Falls,
spoke about the affect of the dumping on the conitywuffhere is concern
regarding the affect of the treated snow on thérenment. Everyone is in
support of using Nahanton Street Woods for a snanvgsite. There is rubbish
everywhere and children cannot use the park. a@heyery concerned that the
soccer fields have been damaged and will not l#yrfest soccer season. There is
also a sewer main, which cap has been broken eftalone of the trucks. They
would all like to know what would be done to rephie park.

Commissioner Rooney explained that funds have badgeted for the repair of
the park. The reclamation of the park will begmmediately. Crews will go out
everyday and remove trash as the snow melts. dhen@issioner will deal with
the sewer cap immediately. Conservation has ag@\lce Yates that everything
is in compliance in regards to damage to the enaent. The Committee felt
that the Nahanton Street Woods was more approgaatesnow site and
approved the item.
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIESAND FINANCE COMMITTEES

#145-03

ACTION:

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an apprapsiain the amount of
$67,808 from Water Surplus for the purpose of fagdhe purchase of a
Hydraulic Model for the city’s water distributioystem.

APPROVED 8-0

NOTE:

Commissioner Rooney and Lou Taverna were preseitigcussion of this item.
The appropriation is for a computer model of thig/'€water distribution. The
City will be able to update the system once thdreator completes the model.
Ald. Stewart moved approval of the item, which waged unanimously.

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIESAND FINANCE COMMITTEES

#144-03 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an apprapsiain the amount of
$27,987 from Budget Reserve for the purpose of wémgathe carpet in the City
Clerk/Clerk of the Board office and replacing itkvlinoleum flooring.

ACTION:  APPROVED 6-0-1 (Mansfield Abstaining, Gerst Not Voting)

NOTE: The appropriation is to remove the carpet in thg Clerk/Clerk of the Board

Office and replace it with linoleum. The replaceris necessary because due to
health issues within the office. Several membeltsiiat this project would
provide the opportunity to perform other much nekofice renovations. As the
Commissioner of Public Buildings was not presentlffics discussion, it was
decided to approve the item and have the Commissmme in for the Finance
Committee meeting to answer questions. Ald. Salvunoved approval, which
was voted unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Sydra Schnipper, Chairman



