
 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 
 

Present: Ald. Ciccone (Chair), Fuller, Lipof, Harney, Johnson, Yates and Cote  
Absent:  Ald. Schwartz 
Also Present:  Ald. Norton and Albright 
City Staff: Sergeant Jay Babcock, Newton Police Department; William Paille, Director, 
Transportation Division; James Freas, Acting Director, Planning & Development  
and David Koses, Transportation Coordinator 
Others Present:  Jerome Grafe, Alternate Citizen Representative, Traffic Council  

 
#115-14 FRAN KUEHN, 37 Fairfield Street, appealing the Approval of TC1-14 Traffic 

Council Decision on February 27, 2014:  SGT. BABCOCK, requesting a parking 
restriction on Fairfield Street, to allow for emergency vehicle access.  (Ward 2)  
[03/17/14 @ 4:10 PM]                                                      
HELD on 06/18/14, 5-0-1, Ald. Ciccone abstaining, Ald. Schwartz not voting 
on a 60-day trial to remove the no parking, any time, west side of Fairfield 
Street parking restriction approved by Traffic Council on 02/27/14.    

ACTION: HELD 5-0-1, Ald. Harney abstaining, Ald. Cote not voting to continue the 
trial for an additional 180-days to remove the no parking, anytime, west side 
of Fairfield Street parking restriction approved by Traffic Council on 
02/27/14. 

 
NOTE:  Mr. Kuehn, Sgt. Babcock and Ald. Norton joined the Committee for discussion on  
this item. 
 
Chair Ciccone stated that this Committee implemented a trial in June 2014 with the 
understanding that residents would self-regulate their parking situations.  Fourteen letters were 
mailed on September 2, 2014, inviting residents to this meeting.  Zero correspondence has been 
received.   
 
Sgt. Babcock stated that there was one main issue and a few minor bumps during this trial with  

 residents parking side by side.  He spoke with Ald. Norton who addressed his concern with the 
residents and rectified this situation.  Sgt. Babcock expressed his concern of parking during the 
winter months and requested this trial continue until April 2015 to determine that the neighbors 
can in fact self-regulate (‘police’) their own street.  Residents must use common sense for 
emergency vehicle access and ‘staggered’ parking is necessary.  Residents must abide and will 
not park side by side.  Safety is the first priority and emergency vehicles must have easy access.  
 
Mr. Kuehn thanked the Committee for implementing this trial.  He provided photos and a letter 
addressed to Fairfield Street residents informing them of the trial.  Photos and letter are on file.     
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Without further discussion, Ald. Lipof made the motion to hold this item as suggested by Sgt. 
Babcock to continue the trial for an additional 180-days to remove the no parking anytime, west 
side of Fairfield Street parking restriction, approved by Traffic Council on 02/27/14.  Committee 
members agreed 5-0-1, Ald. Harney abstaining and Ald. Cote not voting.  Ald. Harney abstained 
because he was not present for the discussion.   
 
Chair Ciccone stated he intends to discuss this trial in April 2015.     
 
#309-14 ALD. JOHNSON requesting a discussion re changes that may need to be made to 

the membership of the Traffic Council to make it more effective, efficient, and 
representative of the community.  [07/28/14 @9:20 AM]  

ACTION: HELD 7-0 
 
NOTE:  Items #309-14 and #325-14 were discussed together.  Please see summary below. 
 
Ald. Yates made the motion to hold this item to allow Mr. Freas and Mr. Paille the opportunity 
to return to this Committee with several options for consideration on the future of Traffic 
Council.  Council members agreed 7-0.   
 
#325-14 ALD. ALBRIGHT, requesting a review and possible change in the composition  
  of Traffic Council membership in light of the consolidation of all parking and  
  transportation staff in the Department of Public Works.  [08/19/14 @ 9:16 AM] 
ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE:  Items #309-14 and #325-14 were discussed together.   
 
Ald. Albright, Sgt. Babcock, Mr. Paille, Mr. Freas, Mr. Koses and Mr. Grafe joined the 
Committee for discussion on these items.   
 
Council members were provided with resumes of Traffic Council members, attached to this  
report. 
 
309-14 
Ald. Johnson said that she docketed item #309-14, requesting a discussion on changes that may 
need to be made to the membership of the Traffic Council to make it more effective, efficient, 
and representative of the community.  She is concerned with the composition of Traffic Council 
as it is mainly City staff and appears to be a political process.  Traffic Council discusses street-by 
street or sign-by-sign docket items.  They should be discussing and voting on a more 
comprehensive approach.  City parking needs to be managed on a broader basis.  As it appears to 
be a political process, she feels additional citizens should be represented on the Council for 
balance.  Perhaps administratively street-by street or sign-by-sign items could be discussed, 
rather than at Traffic Council.  She then suggested Traffic Council consider the work of the 
Transportation Advisory Group (TAG) and Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC).  Ald. 
Johnson asked, as a Committee what is the best way to move forward? 
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Ald. Lipof said that approximately eighteen years ago, Traffic Council was created to alleviate 
Traffic Council responsibilities from this Committee.    
 
325-14 
Ald. Albright said that she docketed item #325-14, requesting a review and possible change in  
the composition of Traffic Council membership in light of the consolidation of all parking and  
transportation staff in the Department of Public Works.  Mr. Koses was transferred from the 
Planning & Development Department to the Department Public Works.  The City ordinance 
states that he cannot serve on Traffic Council because he is no longer an employee of the 
Planning & Development Department.  If a staff member from the Planning & Development 
Department is not needed, an ordinance change is necessary.  Ald. Albright then stated that the 
City is fortunate to have professional and educational traffic, parking and transportation staff 
members.  She does not feel an additional citizen member is necessary to serve on Traffic 
Council.  Ald. Albright said that she would prefer that street-by street or sign-by-sign items be 
discussed administratively rather than be discussed at Traffic Council keeping the appeals 
process. 
 
309-14 and 325-14 Discussion   
Mr. Freas stated that since Mr. Koses’ transfer to the Department of Public Works, the Planning 
and Development Department does not staff members with transportation planning as their 
primary role or in their job title.  Traffic Council creates an outlet to residents with concerns.  He 
agreed that perhaps administratively items could be discussed and determined.  He agrees an 
amendment to the ordinance is necessary. 
 
Mr. Paille stated that balance is necessary with Traffic Council members.  Staff members 
understand the laws and are able to educate the public.  Traffic Council address concerns and 
parking in the City and has made great progress towards creating and implementing parking 
plans.  Most recently, the Transportation Division has moved to a policy to be pro-active, inter-
active, meet with, and educate residents prior to docketing an item for Traffic Council’s 
consideration.  He agrees an amendment to the ordinance is necessary.  He is not opposed to the 
current five-member council and suggested that a non-resident and a resident who is also a 
business owner who are educated with traffic, parking and transportation be considered as 
additional Traffic Council members.  Some neighboring communities have as many as ten 
members including staff and citizens who serve on their Traffic Council.  Mr. Paille then stated 
that a Parking Manager position was approved in the budget.  He hopes to interview the four 
candidates soon. 
 
Committee members, Ald. Albright, Sgt. Babcock, Mr. Paille, Mr. Freas and Mr. Grafe discussed 
options for consideration and expressed the pros, suggestions and concerns of Traffic Council.  
They agree that an ordinance change is necessary to allow Mr. Koses an opportunity to return. 
Pros 

 It appears Traffic Council is working well.   
 Backlog is minimal. 
 Most recently, items have been docketed on a broader basis.    
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Suggestions 
 Increase the number of Council members to include a citizen and business owner. 
 The Transportation Engineer or Director of Transportation should not vote at Traffic 

Council meetings.   
Concerns 

 All docketed items should come before Traffic Council to allow public input.  
 It is necessary to have professionals serve on Traffic Council.   

 
Ald. Johnson suggested amending the current ordinance to include the parking manager and an 
additional citizen to Traffic Council.  
 
Mr. Freas and Mr. Paille offered to return to this Committee with several options for 
consideration on the future of Traffic Council.  Committee members and others present agreed.  
In the short term, they all agreed to amend the City ordinance.   
 
309-14  
Ald. Yates made the motion to hold this item to allow Mr. Freas and Mr. Paille the opportunity 
to return to this Committee with several options for consideration on the future of Traffic 
Council.  Council members agreed 7-0.   
 
325-14 
Council members discussed, reviewed and amended Article II of Chapter 19, Sec. 19-25.   
Establishment of traffic council; membership.  Ald. Yates made the motion to approve an  
amended ordinance.  Council members agreed 7-0.  Ald. Fuller made a friendly amendment to  
include …as designated ‘jointly’ by the commissioner of public works and the director of  
planning and development...Committee members agreed 6-1-0, Ald. Yates opposed.  The  
Committee then voted to amend the city ordinance and agreed 7-0. 
 
Ald. Johnson requested that the Chair or Vice-Chair be part of the interview process when the 
Parking Manager candidates are interviewed.   
 
On September 18, 2014, Assistant City Solicitor, Marie Lawlor provided amendments to Chapter 
19, Sec. 19-25 of the City Ordinance.  A draft ordinance is attached to this report.  
 
#326-14 ALD. ALBRIGHT, requesting a discussion and a plan to replace all Newton 

parking meters within two years.  [08/19/14 @ 9:16 AM] 
ACTION: HELD 5-0, Ald. Harney and Lipof not voting 
 
NOTE:  Ald. Albright and Mr. Paille joined the Committee for discussion on this item. 
 
Ald. Albright stated that she docketed this item due to the number of broken parking meters in 
the City.  She is hopeful meters will be repaired and eventually new meters will be installed that 
are capable of receiving other forms of payment such as credit cards.   
 
Mr. Paille answered that he anticipates new meters be installed within two-years.  The City has 
been reviewing the status and condition of meters.  Data is inaccurate due to the condition of the 
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meters.  The City is very far behind in repairing or replacing meters.  The City has been 
reviewing, testing and performing trial runs on different style meters including what payment 
they accept, if pay by phone application is acceptable, if a credit card payment is acceptable, will 
coin remain an option, if paying electronically on-line is acceptable and other features.  The City 
will determine and review the available options on what style meter will be purchased and 
installed in the municipal parking lots, on-street meters and if they will be a kiosk style.  Kiosk 
style “Luke” in the Cypress Street lot is not working as expected.   
 
Meter replacement is now timely because the Police Department hand-held computers can now 
verify if meters have been paid.  There are approximately 830-850 on-street meters and 
approximately 700 municipal parking lot meters. 
 

 The Capital Improvement Project (CIP) includes $850,000 to cover on-street meter replacement.  
Mr. Paille anticipates that new meters will begin to be installed in January/February 2015.  Meter 
revenue is approximately 1.8 million dollars per year.  This does not include tickets.   
 

 Ald. Yates made the motion to hold until Mr. Paille provides an update to this Committee on 
progress.  Council members agreed 5-0, Ald. Harney and Lipof not voting. 

 
 At approximately, 9:45 pm the Committee adjourned.   

 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
   Allan Ciccone, Jr. Chairman 



Board of Aldermen 
2014-2015                                                                                                      CITY OF NEWTON 
  
 

 
  

 
  PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE 

 
 

 Dear Resident: 
 
The Public Safety & Transportation Committee of the Board of Aldermen will be 
discussing the following item, which may be of interest to you, at its next meeting 
on Wednesday, September 17, 2014 at 7:45 pm in Room 202, Second Floor, City 
Hall.  The meeting is open to the public and if you would like further information 
on the item, you are encouraged to attend.   

 
             
 #115-14 FRAN KUEHN, 37 Fairfield Street, appealing the Approval of TC1-14  

  Traffic Council Decision on February 27, 2014:  SGT. BABCOCK,  
  requesting a parking restriction on Fairfield Street, to allow for  

   emergency vehicle access.  (Ward 2)  [03/17/14 @ 4:10 PM] 
  HELD ON 06/18/14, 5-0-1, Ald. Ciccone abstaining, Ald. Schwartz  
  not voting on a 60-day trial to remove the no parking, any time, west 

 side of Fairfield Street parking restriction approved by Traffic 
 Council on 02/27/14.    

 
 

If you are unable to attend this meeting but would like to offer comments in 
writing for consideration please forward your comments to the Office of the Clerk 
of the Board, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton Centre, 02459 or e-mail to 
Danielle Delaney at ddelaney@newtonma.gov by September 10, 2014. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Danielle Delaney 
Committee Clerk 
Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
 
 
 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue ▪ Newton, MA  02459 617-796-1210                             
www.ci.newton.ma.us/aldermen 

#115-14 
mailed on 09-02-14



    CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18, 2014 
 
Present: Ald. Ciccone (Chair), Fuller, Cote, Lipof, Yates, Schwartz and Harney 
Absent: Ald. Johnson 
Also Present:  Ald. Norton 
City Staff:  David Koses, Transportation Planner; Sgt. Jay Babcock and Chief Howard Mintz, 
Newton Police Department 
 
#115-14 FRAN KUEHN, 37 Fairfield Street, appealing the Approval of TC1-14 Traffic 

Council Decision on February 27, 2014:  SGT. BABCOCK, requesting a parking 
restriction on Fairfield Street, to allow for emergency vehicle access.  (Ward 2)  
[03/17/14 @ 4:10 PM] 

ACTION: HELD 5-0-1, Ald. Ciccone abstaining, Ald. Schwartz not voting on a 60-day 
trial to remove the no parking, any time, west side of Fairfield Street parking 
restriction approved by Traffic Council on 02/27/14.    

 
NOTE:  Ald. Norton, Mr. Koses and Sgt. Babcock joined the Committee for discussion on  
this item. 
 
Mr. Koses provided Committee members with a PowerPoint presentation, attached to this report.   
Fairfield Street is 24 feet wide.  Currently, there is a two-hour limit, 8am to 4pm school days 
except by a Newtonville Permit restriction along east side and a no parking anytime restriction 
along the west side – due to safety concerns.  West side residents are allowed to park along the 
east side or on adjacent streets.  Prior to the winter, the Police Department placed a temporary 
parking restriction on the east side of Fairfield Street due to emergency vehicle access 
difficulties.  After thirteen days of observation, they noted that vehicles were not parking in a 
‘staggered’ approach.  As a result, the Police Department docketed an item for Traffic Council’s 
consideration requesting a permanent parking restriction be implemented.  Traffic Council 
agreed with the Police Department that a permanent parking restriction was necessary for public 
safety reasons and agreed that residents can park on the east side of Fairfield Street or adjacent 
streets and approved a restriction of no parking, any time, west side of Fairfield Street.   
 
Mr. Koses briefly described the Newtonville Neighborhood Parking District Plan.  A goal in 
implementing and creating the comprehensive parking plan was to make parking restrictions 
more consistent by eliminating and regulating different parking restrictions. 
  
Mr. Koses stated that Traffic Council usually limits parking to one side of streets with a width of 
less than 24 feet.  The City is in the process of creating a citywide parking policy on streets that 
are 24 feet wide perhaps implementing a one-side parking restriction to provide consistency. 
 

 
#115-14



PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Wednesday, June 18, 2014 

PAGE 2 

Sgt. Babcock said that after the Newtonville Neighborhood Parking District Plan was 
implemented, neighbors complained that vehicles were parked on both sides of Fairfield Street 
making it difficult for emergency vehicle access, especially fire trucks.  The Police Department 
placed a temporary parking restriction on the east side of Fairfield Street after thirteen days of 
observation and noted that vehicles are not parking in a ‘staggered’ approach.  He said that he 
docketed an item for Traffic Council’s consideration because of safety concerns, challenges and 
complaints received due to the difficulties for emergency vehicle access.  He then said that no 
complaints have been received since parking was removed on the west side of Fairfield Street. 
 
Chair Ciccone opened the discussion to members of the public who were present.  Fran Kuehn, 
petitioner spoke in favor of removing the permanent parking restriction of no  parking, any time, 
west side of Fairfield Street approved by Traffic Council.  He said that since the Police 
Department removed parking, approximately ten months ago it has been difficult parking on the 
west side and crossing with children.  It is unsafe and concerning.  He then said the residents of 
the street signed the appeal petition supporting and requesting that Traffic Council’s decision be 
overturned.  There are fourteen single-family owner occupied homes.  He then said that residents 
agree safety and emergency vehicle access are necessary.  Mr. Kuehn stated that residents agree 
to ‘stagger’ parking, will use their driveways, and request that guests do the same.  Residents 
would like to be able to park in front of their homes on weekends and at night.  Mr. Kuehn then 
said that since the Newtonville Neighborhood Parking District Plan was implemented, there are 
fewer vehicles parking on Fairfield Street.  One resident agreed with Mr. Kuehn and said that he 
has never observed emergency vehicles having access difficulties.  He made a suggestion to 
restrict parking from the corners.   
 
Chair Ciccone said that administratively the Department of Public Works could restrict parking 
up to 50 feet from the corners. 
 
Committee members and Ald. Norton discussed this request and expressed their concerns, 
questions and comments. 
Concerns:   

 A citywide parking policy may not be appropriate, unless the demand for on-street  
parking is low and such a policy may negatively impact all.   

 It is concerning, residents refused to move their vehicles when requested by the Police 
Department.  How will residents be able to self-regulate (‘police’) their own street?  Residents 
should use common sense for emergency vehicle access and ‘staggered’ parking are necessary.   

 Committee members realize it is an inconvenience, but should not be difficult to cross the 
street with children because Fairfield Street is not a busy street with minimal traffic.   
Questions:   

 Committee members asked if each home had a driveway.  Mr. Koses answered yes.   
 Are Newton North students parking up the area.  Mr. Koses briefly described the resident  

and student Tiger Permit programs.  He said that 150 Tiger Permits are issued to students costing  
$25.00 per year, allowing them to park on Hull Street, Lowell Avenue and the Austin Street  
parking lot.   

 What is the width of a fire truck and how many times do they not have access to a street 
24 feet wide due to parked vehicles parking on both sides?  Sgt. Babcock answered that an 

 
#115-14
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engine truck is 10 feet wide, including mirrors.  A ladder truck is wider.  He estimates that in the 
past three years, approximately fire trucks did not have access ten times. 
Comments: 

 A suggestion was made to distribute the neighborhood with ‘flyers’ as an education 
measure prior to the Police Department placing temporary parking restrictions.  Sgt. Babcock 
answered this was not the departments’ responsibility. 
 
Ald. Fuller made suggestions to Committee members including a trial to be conducted, restrict 
parking from the corners and suggested that the Police Department and the Ward Aldermen 
observe how residents are parking.  She said that it appears these residents are educated and 
motivated and she is hopeful they can self-regulate their street.  Ald. Fuller then stated that if a 
trial is implemented; does not work it would be eliminated.  Ald. Norton agreed.   
 
Sgt. Babcock said that he would be fine with residents ‘policing’ themselves.  The restriction 
was placed because of safety concerns.  He then stated to the public and Committee members 
that if the Police Department has to return to Fairfield Street due to an issue, the emergency 
restriction will be implemented again.  The Police Department will not be knocking on doors.  
Committee members agreed.  Chair Ciccone stated to the public that he realizes it may be 
inconvenient to some that they have to move barrels, etc. to park but vehicles must be parked 
‘staggered’ to accommodate emergency vehicle access.   
 
Chair Ciccone said that this Committee has the authority on appeal items to hold a maximum of 
a 60-day trial. 
 
Without further discussion, Ald. Fuller made the motion to hold this appeal for a 60-day trial to 
remove the no parking, any time, west side of Fairfield Street to allow parking on both sides of 
the street and requested that administratively the Department of Public Works restrict parking up 
to 50 feet from the corners.  She then suggested that the Police Department conduct directed 
patrols and the Ward Aldermen observe how residents are parking.  Committee members agreed 
5-0-1, Ald. Ciccone abstained because in Traffic Council he voted in favor of a parking 
restriction.  Ald. Schwartz was not present when voting. 
 
Chair Ciccone stated he intends to discuss this trial in September 2014.  Sgt. Babcock agreed to 
provide a report on this trial.  
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Current Restriction 
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Maintain “2-Hr Limit
8am – 4pm School Days
Except by Newtonville
Permit” restriction along east 
side

Maintain “No Parking 
Anytime” restriction along 
west side – due to safety 
concerns

Allow west side residents to 
park along east side or on 
adjacent street
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         #325-14 DRAFT 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  
 

September   , 2014 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF NEWTON 
AS FOLLOWS: 
 
That the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2012, as amended, be and are 
hereby further amended with respect to Sec. 19-25 of Article II of Chapter 19 follows: 
 
1.  Delete, after the word “designate” in the last clause of Sec. 19-25 (a) (2), the words 
“the senior”, and substitute in place thereof the word “another”; 
 
2. Delete Sec. 19-25 (a) (3) in its entirety, and substitute in place thereof the following 
language: 
 

(3) The other three members shall be employees of the City, as follows:  one 
employee whose duties include traffic engineering and one employee whose 
duties include transportation planning, as designated jointly by the commissioner 
of public works and the director of planning and development; and one sworn 
police officer with a rank of sergeant or higher, whose duties include management 
of traffic and parking enforcement, as designated by the chief of police.    

 
 
Approved as to legal form and character: 
 
 
DONNALYN B. LYNCH KAHN  
City Solicitor 

 
 

Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Adopted 
 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
Approved:   

 
 
(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON       (SGD) SETTI D. WARREN 
  City Clerk                 Mayor 
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