
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2013 
 
 
Present: Ald. Ciccone (Chair), Fuller, Johnson, Harney, Schwartz and Swiston 
Absent: Ald. Kalis and Yates  
City Staff:  Asst. Chief Paul Chagnon, Newton Fire Department; Sgt. Jay Babcock, Newton 
Police Department; Bill Paille, Director of Transportation and David Koses, Transportation 
Planner   
 
 
Members of Boy Scouts Troop 355 of West Newton observed the Committee as part of a process 
to obtain their citizenship, community and communication badges.    
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#226-13 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of two 

hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) from Fire/Rescue Salaries to a capital 
account for Fire Department Equipment.  [06/10/13 @ 6:54 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0 
 
NOTE:   Asst. Chief Paul Chagnon joined the Committee for discussion on this item.   
 
Asst. Chagnon said that this request is to purchase a mobile cascade truck from the $200,000 FY13  
salary savings account (retired and terminated personnel).  If approved, the Fire Department 
would order a Ford F550, a specialized cascade truck at an estimated cost of $189,000 plus 
$5,000 for shelving and approximately $6,000 for lettering, etc.  This truck lights up the area 
during nighttime operations, carries HazMat supplies and has the ability to pump water during 
storms.  The primary use would allow the department to refill air tanks at an incident in a timely 
and efficient manner, without traveling to Station #3 to refill their air tanks.   
 
Committee members asked if surrounding communities use cascade trucks and how many 
firefighters benefit from this type of truck?  Asst. Chief Chagnon answered yes; Cambridge and 
Boston have cascade trucks, Waltham has difficulty manning their truck and Weston’s truck is 
out of service.  In the past, Newton has relied on mutual aid for assistance.  The Newton Fire 
Department has 108 air tanks; each ladder truck carries 10 air tanks, each engine truck carries 8 
air tanks and the ERU carries 30 air tanks.  The cascade truck carries a minimum of 60 bottles 
stocking the entire department with air tanks.   
 
Ald. Fuller made the motion to approve this item allowing the Fire Department to purchase a 
Ford F550 cascade truck.  Committee members agreed 6-0.  
 
Committee Clerk’s Note:  As requested the FY 2014-2018 CIP is attached to this report. 



PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 Wednesday, June 19, 2013 

PAGE 2 
 

#337-12 ALD. LINSKY, CICCONE, ALBRIGHT & JOHNSON, requesting authorization 
for the installation of a bicycle corral adjacent to 321 Walnut Street, Newtonville.  
[10/11/12 @ 8:18 PM] 

ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 6-0 
 
NOTE:  Chair Ciccone said that Ald. Linsky is aware that the City intends on installing a 
bicycle corral in Newton Centre.  Ald. Linsky would support a motion for no action necessary on 
this item and it is his intention to docket an item for a bicycle corral in Newtonville if one 
becomes available in the future.   
 
Ald. Johnson said that she is hesitant to support the installation of a bicycle corral in Newtonville 
until the streets and sidewalks are reconfigured, making the area safe.  Therefore, without 
discussion Ald. Johnson made the motion for no action necessary.  Committee members agreed 
6-0. 
    
#268-12 WARD 2 ALDERMEN, filing an appeal from TC29-12 (A&B), which requested 

removal of metered parking spaces on Walnut Street across from Washington 
Park and Madison Avenue (Ward 2), approved by Traffic Council on July 26, 
2012.  (Appeal filed 08/13/12) 

 A) HELD removal of Meter #266, Walnut Street across from Washington 
Park (6-0, Ald. Kalis not voting) on 10/03/12 

 B) APPEAL DENIED removal of Meters #253 and #254, Walnut Street 
across from Madison Avenue (6-0, Ald. Kalis not voting) on 10/03/12 

ACTION:       A) APPEAL DENIED 6-0 
 
NOTE:       Bill Paille, Director of Transportation joined the Committee for discussion on this  
item. 
 
Chair Ciccone said that Ald. Linsky would support a motion denying the appeal that was held for 
the removal of Meter #266, Walnut Street across from Washington Park.  He has informed Chair 
Ciccone that he was assured parking would be restored once construction is complete on Walnut 
Street. 
 
Mr. Paille said that the City is in the process of developing preliminary plans to reconfigure 
Walnut Street including the geometry of curb sidewalks, median strip, parking and bump outs.     
  
Without discussion, Ald. Johnson made the motion to deny the appeal that was held for removal 
of Meter #266, Walnut Street across from Washington Park.  Committee members agreed 6-0. 
 
At approximately 8:30 pm, Ald. Harney motioned to adjourn.  Committee members agreed 6-0.   
  
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Allan Ciccone, Jr. Chairman 
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