
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please 
contact the Newton ADA Coordinator Joel Reider at 617-796-1145 or jreider@newtonma.gov or 
via TDD/TTY at (617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the meeting. 
 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2013 
 
7:45 PM     
Room 202 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION:  
 

REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
#41-11 ALD. JOHNSON, LENNON AND DANBERG requesting discussion of the 

elimination, except during snow emergencies, of the overnight parking ban which 
is in effect from November 15 through April 15.  [01/18/11 @ 9:00 PM]  

 PUBLIC FACILITIES HELD 6-0 (Ald. Salvucci not voting) on 02/09/11 
 HELD 6-0 on 02/09/11 
 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY/TRANSPORTATION & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#281-12 HARRY SANDERS requesting creation of an ordinance to allow pawnbrokers in 
the City of Newton pursuant to G.L. c. 140  section 70 with potential for non-
fixed location of business.  Secured property storage would not entail retail walk-
in; model would entail possible satellite locations enabling the possibility of 
integrating Newton students.  [08/31/12 @ 12:25 PM] 

 
#232-12 FRANK TERRIO on behalf of NEWTON YELLOW CAB requesting either an 

exemption from the City of Newton Ordinances 2012, Sec. 19-309.  
Requirements as to vehicles generally - c), no vehicle shall be approved for 
use as a taxicab or public automobile or van in the city when the vehicle is 
ten (10) years old or older, the age of each vehicle to be determined from the 
year of manufacture to the year for which  the vehicle license is to issue. or 
an amendment to allow a vehicle to be used as a taxicab, public auto or van when 
the vehicle is over ten years old if it passes Police Department inspection.  
[08/02/12 @ 2:53 PM] 

 HELD 7-0 on 10/03/12 
 
#267-12 ALD. CICCONE, proposing that Sec. 19-309. Requirements as to vehicles 

generally. and 19-332. Procedure for obtaining licenses. be amended to 
include limousines and that Sec. 19-338 Limousine Permits be amended to 
include an annual fee of $25 and an annual inspection.  [08/21/12 @ 10:29 AM] 

 HELD 6-0, Ald. Kalis not voting on 10/03/12 
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#194-12 ALD. CICCONE proposing that Sec. 19-309. Requirements as to vehicles  
generally. and 19-332. Procedure for obtaining licenses. be amended to  

 include vans and that Sec. 17-3. Fees for certain licenses and permits. be 
amended to include a $25 annual fee for vans.  [06/21/12 @ 11:28AM] 

 HELD 6-0, Ald. Kalis not voting on 10/03/12 
 
ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY/TRANSPORTATION & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#314-13 NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT, proposing that Sec. 19-336(a). License 
plates or medallions; fee for same; transfer to new vehicle. be increased from 
$50 to $100, effective 2014.  [09/12/13 @ 11:21 AM] 

 
#311-13 ALD. LENNON, requesting a discussion of proposed changes to Chapter 17, 

Article IV –Second Hand Junk Dealers, of the Revised Newton Ordinances in an 
effort to tighten up language to address concerns of the Police Department. 
[09/09/13 @ 1:19 PM] 

 
#310-13 ALD. LENNON, on behalf of Dominic Proia, 17 Peabody Street, to discuss an 

amendment to the resident permit parking program.  [09/09/13 @ 1:19 PM] 
 
#302-13 ALD. FULLER, CICCONE & ALBRIGHT, requesting a presentation and 

discussion by the Executive Office and Chief of Police on the findings of the 
recently completed Newton Police Department departmental review.  [08/12/13 
@ 8:32 PM] 

 
#244-13 ALD. SWISTON, on behalf of Beth Birnham, 24 Stanley Road, Waban, 

requesting the development of a wildlife management plan that may include a 
communications policy, a citizen group and public education.  [06/12/13 @ 2:56 
PM] 

 
#150-13 ALD. JOHNSON, ALBRIGHT & LINSKY, requesting the Planning Department 

create a traffic and parking management plan for the Education Center, Day 
Middle School, Horace Mann Elementary School and Carr School neighborhood 
area by December 2013.  [03/29/13 @ 9:11 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#428-12 ALD. CICCONE & FULLER requesting a discussion with the Executive Office 

and the Police Department regarding police staffing and overtime costs.  
[12/07/12 @ 1:34 PM] 

 HELD 6-0, Ald. Swiston not voting on 01/09/13  
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#300-12 DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, requesting amendments to 
Chapter 19 to establish parameters around which parking meter “holidays” may 
be allowed and identifying the authority for making determinations of eligibility.  
[09/24/12 @ 3:17 PM] 

 HELD 5-1-0, Ald. Johnson opposed, Fuller and Yates not voting on 02/06/13 
 
#299-12 DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, requesting a discussion 

regarding a policy-based management plan for parking.  [09/24/12 @ 3:17 PM] 
 HELD 6-0, Ald. Fuller and Yates not voting on 02/06/13 
 

REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 
#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 

Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 

 
#240-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE requesting that Chapter 19 MOTOR 

VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC be amended to determine who has jurisdiction for 
parking on municipal land, the owning department as described in Sec. 19-224. 
Parking prohibited on city grounds. or the Traffic Council as described in Sec. 
19-26. Authority and role of Traffic Council. 

 
#239-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE requesting a discussion as to whether the 

increased Tiger Permit Fees in Chapter 19 MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC and the process established as part of the temporary Tiger program are 
still valid for the smaller permanent program.  

 
#238-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE requesting a discussion to determine whether 

Hawk lights should be regulated in Chapter 19 MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC or in the Traffic and Parking Regulations.  

 
#237-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE requesting a discussion relative to amending 

Sec. 19-188 Establishment of spaces and installation of parking meters; type of 
meters; operation and maintenance. of Chapter 19 MOTOR VEHICLES 
AND TRAFFIC by deleting in paragraph (a) the reference to specific 
denominations for payment. 

 
#236-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending Sec. 19-175. Angle parking. 

of Chapter 19 MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC be amended by deleting 
the words “board of aldermen” and inserting in place thereof  the words “traffic 
council” and by inserting after the word “and” the words “the commissioner of 
public works”. 
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#235-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Sec. 19-113. Pedestrians 
crossing ways or roadways. in Chapter 19 MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
TRAFFIC be amended by removing the existing description of a marked 
crosswalk. 

 
#234-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that the definition of Speed 

humps in Sec. 19-1. of Chapter 19 MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC be 
amended to make it consistent with current design/practice standards. 

 
#233-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that the definition of 

Crosswalk in Sec. 19-1. of Chapter 19 MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 
be amended to define that it is a portion of a roadway clearly indicated for 
pedestrians crossing with marked lines only. 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#413-11  ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 
  Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
  renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11/17/11 @11:07 AM] 
 
#137-11 ALD. DANBERG AND FULLER requesting possible changes to City Ordinance 

19-191, Parking Meter Fees, to require a minimum purchase at long-term parking 
meters in order to discourage short-term use.  [4/26/11 @ 9:52 AM] 

 HELD 5-0, Ald. Fuller not voting on 01/23/13 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Allan Ciccone, Jr. Chairman 
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LAW DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 

To:   Members of the Public Safety and Transportation Committee 

From:  Marie M. Lawlor, Assistant City Solicitor 

Date: September 10, 2013 

Re: Docket Items #267-12 and #194-12 Pertaining to licensing and inspections of vans and 
limousines  

____________________________________________________________________________

Attached please find a redlined copy of the latest revisions pertaining to the above docket items. 

Please note that although a complete copy of the Division 1 of Article XIL (Vehicles for Hire) is 
attached for completeness and reference, the only redlines are to the following sections and occur 
on the pages noted: 

Sec. 19-309 Requirements as to vehicles generally on Pages 3-4 
Sec. 19-338 Limousine permits on Page 11 
Sec. 19-339 Van license on Pages 12-13 

 
 
#267-12 
#194-12
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         #267-12 
        #194-12 
        DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION 
        9/18/2013 
          

 
ARTICLE XII. 

VEHICLES FOR HIRE 
 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
 
Sec. 19-301. Definitions. 
 
 For the purposes of this article, the words and phrases used shall have the following meanings: 
 
 Chief of police: The chief of police of the City of Newton or his designee. 
 
 City: City of Newton.  
 
 Person: A person, firm, company, corporation, partnership or other entity, or an owner, or operator of a 

taxicab or public automobile as defined herein. 
 
 Public Automobile: A passenger car or station wagon used for transporting persons or goods for hire 

which has a seating capacity of up to five persons, which is not marked with the company name or 
number, other than a medallion number, is not equipped with a taximeter, does not operate on a fixed 
route, and which is hired by means of telephone request or contract arranged in advance of the time 
designated for pickup.  

 
 Limousine: A large, luxurious motor vehicle with an enclosed passenger compartment having a seating 

capacity of up to eight (8) passengers and operated by a uniformed driver or chauffeur and operated 
pursuant to either: 

 
(1) a contract prearranged significantly in advance of the date and time designated for passenger pickup; 

or 
 
(2) a contract formed pursuant to a telephone request made by a prospective passenger or passengers to 

a company which receives requests for transportation for hire, and, in any event not otherwise 
available to the general public for hire as a mode of transportation. 

 
  The definition of limousine shall not include vehicles engaged exclusively to provide service to funeral 

homes.  
 
 Taxicab: A passenger car or station wagon used for transporting persons or goods for hire, having a 

seating capacity of up to five persons, which is marked with the company name, assigned number and 
color and equipped with a taximeter, and which does not operate on a fixed route and which is hired by 
means of a taxi stand, solicitation from persons on the street or telephone request.  The definition of a 
taxicab shall not include public automobiles as defined herein.  

 
 Van: a passenger vehicle for transporting persons or goods for hire with a seating capacity of up to fifteen 

persons, which may be marked with the company name or number, which is not a public automobile, 
limousine or taxicab as defined herein, and which is hired by means of a telephone request or contract 
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arranged in advance  of the time designated for pickup. 
 
(Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-2; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93; Ord. X-54, 5-19-03) 
 Cross reference—Taxicab stands, § 19-171 
 
Sec. 19-302. Duty of police relative to licensed vehicles. 
 
 It shall be the duty of the police officers of the city to observe the movements of vehicles licensed 
pursuant to division 2 of this article, especially in the nighttime, and see that all rules and orders are obeyed. 
(Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-3) 
 
Sec. 19-303. Taxis authorized to transport passengers upon request or from assigned stand. 
 
 A taxi may transport passengers on request from persons on any street or public way or from any assigned 
taxi stand or a stand on private property where permission is granted by the owner. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 
21-4) 
 
Sec. 19-304. Public automobiles and vans prohibited from soliciting passengers upon public ways or 
conveying such upon request from taxi stands. 
 
 All persons in charge of public automobiles and vans are prohibited from soliciting passengers for hire on 
the public ways of the city in any manner. Such persons are also prohibited from conveying in public 
automobiles any person who may, upon a public way of the city or from a taxi stand, request to be 
transported. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-5; X-54, 5-19-03) 
 
Sec. 19-305. Taxi stands. 
 
 (a) Public taxi stands on public ways are to be designated and assigned by the board of aldermen. 
 
 (b) No such stand shall be designated, or individual or company assigned to a taxi stand, until after a 
public hearing has been held thereon by the public safety committee of the board of aldermen, of which at 
least seven (7) days notice shall be mailed by the city clerk to the owners of property abutting on such way 
at the proposed location of such stand on each side of the way and to the owners of property abutting upon 
such properties abutting on such properties abutting on the way, all as shown by the most recent assessment 
lists of the board of assessors; provided, that no notice need be given to the owner of any property no part of 
which is situated less than three hundred (300) feet from such proposed location.  After such hearing, the 
public safety committee shall make its recommendation to the full board of aldermen. 
 
 (c) No stand so designated under this section shall be removed until after a public hearing has been held 
thereon by the public safety committee of the board of aldermen and a determination has been made by the 
full board of aldermen that such taxi stand is not in the best interests of the public safety and welfare. 
 
 (d) All taxi stands designated by the board of aldermen shall be duly posted and marked by the 
commissioner of public works. 
 
 (e) The taxi stands that, as of December 1, 1989, have been duly designated as taxi stands in the City of 
Newton by the board of aldermen are those on the list maintained by the planning department which list has 
been certified by the city clerk. 
 
 (f) Taxi stands shall be assigned to individuals or entities holding at least one license to operate a taxi in 
the City of Newton. 
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 (g) The board of aldermen shall review the status of taxi stands every year. The board of aldermen 
reserves the right to assign more than one taxi cab company or holder of a taxi license to a taxi stand 
location. 
 
 (h) Transfer of taxi stands: No taxi stand designated or assigned to a particular person pursuant to this 
section shall be transferred unless such transfer is approved by the board of aldermen. 
 
 (i) The open public taxi stand located at Newton Corner shall not be used by any vehicle which has been 
assigned a special license pursuant to paragraph 19-333 (c) of this ordinance. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-6; Ord. 
No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93; Ord. No. Z-111, 06-18-12) 
 
Sec. 19-306. Refusal to carry passenger. 
 
 No person in charge of a taxi shall refuse unreasonably to carry a passenger. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-18) 
 
Sec. 19-307. Operators to be respectful to passengers. 
 
 The operator of any vehicle licensed pursuant to this chapter shall be respectful to passengers at all times. 
(Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-19) 
 
Sec. 19-308. Picking up passenger after taxi is occupied or engaged. 
 
 No person having charge of a taxi shall take up or carry any passenger after the taxi has been occupied or 
engaged by a prior passenger without the consent of such prior passenger. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-20) 
 Cross reference—Health generally, Ch. 12 
 
Sec. 19-309. Requirements as to vehicles generally. 
 
 (a) Vehicles licensed or permitted pursuant to this ordinance shall be kept in good condition, the interior 
shall be kept clean and suitable for occupancy and mechanically fit for the safety of passengers, as 
determined by the chief of police.  No commercial advertising shall be permitted on the outside of such 
vehicles except the name or trade name and number of the person owning such vehicle.   
 
 (b) Annual inspection of  taxicabs and public automobilesvehicles: All vehicles  licensed pursuant to the 
provisions of this ordinance which are used for transporting persons to which medallions have been assigned 
shall be inspected annually by the chief of police in March andor October of each year, and at such other 
times as deemed necessary by the chief of police.  Each inspection shall include, but not be limited to the 
following: 
 

(1) inspection of the interior and exterior of the vehicle for appearance, cleanliness, and mechanical 
fitness;  

 
(2) recording the odometer reading of each vehicle, and verifying that the vehicle identification number 

(VIN), the taximeter serial number and the number of the taxi medallion or public automobile 
corresponds with such information as listed on the license assigned to the vehicle; 

 
(3) verification that the vehicle has a properly operating odometer, as determined by the chief of police.  

A vehicle with an inoperable or faulty odometer shall fail inspection; and  
 
(4) verification that each vehicle has a valid inspection sticker issued by the Commonwealth of 
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Massachusetts indicating that the vehicle has passed said inspection.  A vehicle which does not have 
such a sticker shall fail inspection. 

 
(5) verification that the vehicle is equipped with working seatbelts in open view and available for use in 

all seating areas used by passengers 
 
 (c) Effective January 1, 1995 and thereafter, no vehicle shall be approved for use as a taxicab or public 
automobile or van in the city when the vehicle is ten (10) years old or older, the age of each vehicle to be 
determined from the year of manufacture to the year for which the vehicle license is to issue. (Rev. Ords. 
1973, § 21-22; Ord. No. 88, 10-6-75; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93; Ord. No. X-54, 5-
19-03) 
 
Sec. 19-310. Vehicle identification card, identity light and markings on taxis. 
 
 (a) All taxis in the city shall display an identity light on top of the taxi which shall be visible from the 
front and rear and shall be illuminated at night. Such identity light shall be of such color and the word "taxi" 
or company name shall be lettered thereon in such color and size as the chief of police shall approve. The 
cylinder for the identity light shall he at least ten (10) inches long. All taxis licensed in the city shall have the 
name or trade name of the owner and the word "Newton" painted on both sides of the body of the taxi in 
standard letters not less than four (4) inches high and one-half inch wide.  
 
 (b) All taxis in the city shall display a vehicle identification card, issued by the chief of police, which 
bears the owner’s name, telephone number, and the medallion number of the taxi.  Such vehicle 
identification card shall be displayed in the passenger compartment of each taxi in such a manner as to be 
visible to passengers at all times. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-23; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-
93; Ord. No. Z-99, 11-21-11) 
 
Sec. 19-311. Taxicab seat belts. 
 
 All taxicabs and public automobiles licensed by the board of aldermen to do business in the city shall be 
equipped with working seatbelts in open view and available for use in all seating areas used by passengers. 
(Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-24; Ord. No.  
T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93) 
 
Sec. 19-312. Requirement of taximeters. 
 
 (a) All taxicabs in the city shall be equipped with a taximeter.  All taximeters in the city shall be inspected 
by the sealer of weights and measures not less often than annually and in any case shall be approved by said 
sealer of weights and measures as of the date the medallion is issued for each taxicab licensed pursuant to 
this ordinance.  A taximeter with a broken seal shall be replaced and inspected at the time such taximeter is 
installed.   
 
 (b) Tampering or breaking a seal on a taximeter shall be cause for revocation of the license.  In the event 
that the sealer of weights and measures determines that a seal on a taximeter has been broken or tampered 
with, the sealer of weights and measures shall report the name of the licensee of the vehicle in which said 
taximeter was installed to the chief of police and clerk of the board of aldermen.  The board of aldermen 
may take such action as deemed necessary, including revocation of the license following a hearing which 
shall be held upon no less than seven (7) days prior notice to the licensee. The vehicle medallion shall be 
surrendered upon revocation of the license. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-25; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. 
T-291, 8-9-93) 
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Sec. 19-313. Rates of fare of taxis. 
 
 (a) The following rates of fare for taxis in the city are established: the charge for one passenger with 
ordinary baggage shall not exceed two dollars ($2.00) for the first two-sixths mile or fraction thereof, and 
fifty cents ($.50) for each additional one-sixth mile or fraction thereof. 
 
 (b) Waiting time shall include all time during which the vehicle is not in motion after its arrival at the 
place to which it has been called, starting no sooner than three (3) minutes after the party engaging the same 
has been notified. A charge may be made of not exceeding fifty cents ($.50) per minute or thirty dollars  
($30.00) per hour of waiting time thereafter; provided, that no charge shall be made for time occasioned by 
the premature arrival in response to a call and the time for which the vehicle was ordered, or for time lost 
through inefficiency of the vehicle or its driver. Waiting time shall also include all time during which the 
vehicle, while en route with passengers, is not in motion due to delays caused by traffic, at a charge not 
exceeding forty cents ($0.40) for each one minute or fraction thereof. 
 
 (c) There is hereby established a chit system for purposes of allowing reduced taxi rates and fares to 
senior citizens of the city as they are defined herein. Any citizen of the city who is sixty (60) years of age or 
older and who presents adequate verification of such age shall be entitled to purchase chits or tickets from 
the office of any taxi company which is a member of the Newton Taxi Association. Such chits or tickets, 
which shall be printed on a form approved by the city department of senior services, shall be sold in such a 
manner that the actual purchase price to a senior citizen is at least ten (10) per cent less than the face value 
represented thereon. Such chits or tickets shall, upon presentation by a senior citizen to an authorized driver 
for the issuing company, represent payment for taxi fares and waiting time charges in an amount 
corresponding to the face value thereof.  
 
 (d) Gasoline surcharge:  A gasoline surcharge may be added to the taxi fare for each trip after the initial 
taximeter drop.  The surcharge shall be $1.00 from June 1, 2007 through November 30, 2007.  Thereafter 
the surcharge may be established for successive six-month periods beginning on December 1 and June 1 
of each year, based on the Gasoline Pump Price for regular gas for the prior day in Boston, Massachusetts 
as published by the American Automobile Association, and in accordance with the following schedule: 

 
Gasoline 

Pump 
Price 

  
Gasoline 

Surcharge 
 

$ 2.01 $ 0.50
 

$ 2.51 $ 1.00
 

$ 3.01 $ 1.50
 

$ 3.51 $ 2.00
 

$ 4.01 $ 2.50
 

$ 4.51 $ 3.00
 

(Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-26; Ord. No. 8-12-74; Ord. No. 320, 3-19-79; Ord. No. R-135, 4-6-81; Ord. No. 
S-345, 12-5-88; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-121, 2-4-91; Ord. No. T-147, 5-6-91; Ord. No. T-177, 
10-21-91; Ord. No. T-220, 3-2-92; Ord. No. W-26, 12-18-00; Ord. No. X-104, 8-9-04; Ord. X-137, 2-7-05; 
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Ord. No. X-175, 05-26-05; Ord. No. X-172, 9-19-05; Ord. No. X-219, 6-19-06; Ord. No. X-246, 12-18-06; 
Ord. No. Y-24,7-9-07 ) 
 
Sec. 19-314. Rate card to be displayed. 
 
 Every owner, driver or person having charge of a taxi shall place upon the visor of the taxi or attach to the 
taximeter in such manner that the same shall be visible to the passenger at all times and have available for 
inspection by the customer at all times a card at least three (3) by five (5) inches having plainly printed 
thereon the rate of fare and name of the owner. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-27; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89) 
 
Sec. 19-315. Charges for hire of public automobiles. 
 
 (a) The charges for the hire of public automobiles are established as follows, not to exceed: 
 

(1) Twenty-four dollars ($24.00) per hour when such automobile is hired by the hour for travel in the 
city. 

 
(2) Two dollars and forty cents ($2.40) per mile for the first mile when hired by the mile and forty cents 

($0.40) each one-sixth mile. 
 
 (b) This section shall not apply to public automobiles hired for funerals, weddings and christenings. (Rev. 
Ords. 1973, § 21-28; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89) 
 
Sec. 19-316. Vehicles transporting goods. 
 
 (a) No person shall set up, use or drive any wagon, dray or other vehicle, whether on wheels or runners, 
for the conveyance from place to place within the city, for hire, of any goods, wares, merchandise, furniture  
or  any  other  article  of  transportation without a license for such wagon, dray or other vehicle from the 
board of aldermen. 
 
 (b) The board of aldermen may grant such licenses to suitable persons and revoke the same at their 
discretion. For every license so granted there shall be paid to the city clerk, for the use of the city, the sum of 
one dollar ($1.00); provided, that any owner of a job wagon or other vehicle who is licensed to set up or use 
more than one such vehicle shall pay one dollar ($1.00) for the first vehicle and fifty cents ($0.50) for each 
additional vehicle so licensed. All licenses granted as aforesaid shall expire on the first day of May next 
after the date thereof. 
 
 (c) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall drive or have charge of any wagon, dray or other 
vehicle licensed under this section without special permission of the board of aldermen. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 
21-29; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89) 
 
Secs. 19-317—19-329. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 2. BUSINESS LICENSE 
 
Sec. 19-330. Requirement of a license. 
 
 (a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (d), no person shall engage in the business of transporting 
persons or goods for hire by means of a taxicab or public automobile within the limits of the city unless: 
 

(1) said person has obtained for each such vehicle a taxicab or public automobile license, as applicable, 
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pursuant to sections 19-332 through 19-333 and said license has not been suspended, rescinded, 
surrendered, revoked or declared void for non-use; and  

 
(2) each such vehicle which has been so licensed has a current city medallion affixed to the vehicle as 

directed by the chief of police; and   
 
(3) the driver of said vehicle is licensed by the city in accordance with the provisions of section 19-346 

of the Revised Ordinances and said license has not been suspended, rescinded, or revoked. 
 
 (b) Each license issued pursuant to this provision shall designate the vehicle registration number, the 
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and the odometer reading at the time the license is approved; the 
vehicle medallion number; and, with respect to each taxicab license, the license shall include the serial 
number of the taximeter. 
 
 (c) Taxicab and public automobile licenses shall expire on December 31 of each year. 
 
 (d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting a 
driver of a taxicab or public automobile which is licensed to operate in another city or town of the 
commonwealth from driving through Newton, or from accepting a passenger, passengers, packages or other 
merchandise within the city provided that:  
 

(1) said taxicab or public automobile is requested by or on behalf of said passenger or person requesting 
a package or merchandise pickup; and 

 
(2) said request is made by telephone, or by radio dispatch from the owner or operator's principal place 

of business which is located outside the city. 
 
 (e) Penalty: Any person who violates the requirements of this section 19-330 shall be subject to a fine of 
$300 for each offense. (Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93)   
 Cross reference—Licensing and permits generally, Ch. 17 
 
Sec. 19-331. Fee for license and taxi stands. 
 
 (a) For every license granted pursuant to section 19-330 there shall be paid, for the use of the city, the fee 
prescribed by section 17-3. 
 
 (b) With each application for assignment of a taxi stand under section 19-305, there shall be paid to the 
city clerk the handling fee prescribed by section 17-3. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-8; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89) 
 
Sec. 19-332. Procedure for obtaining licenses. 
 
 (a) Procedure for renewal of taxicab and public automobile licenses:  Beginning in September each year, 
the city clerk shall send a renewal application form and a copy of this ordinance, as may be amended from 
time to time, to each person who currently holds a taxicab or public automobile license.  Said form shall 
include the following information for each vehicle:  the vehicle registration number, the vehicle 
identification number (VIN) and odometer reading; the vehicle medallion number; and, in addition, with 
respect to each taxicab license sought, the form shall include the serial number of the taximeter. Said form 
shall also include the location of the vehicle during business and non-business hours, specifications as to 
employee parking, vehicle storage and operations, and measures to mitigate any impact on the surrounding 
area. A separate license shall be required for each vehicle to be used by the applicant.  A copy of the 
registration certificate for each vehicle and a certificate of insurance indicating the amount of coverage for 
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each vehicle shall accompany the application.  Completed application forms shall be returned to the city 
clerk no later than September 30.  The non-refundable fee for each license, as specified in section 17-3 of 
these Revised Ordinances, shall be paid to the city clerk at the time the completed license application is 
returned to the city clerk.   
 
 (b) Procedure for obtaining first-time taxicab or public automobile license:  The city clerk shall send an 
application form for a taxicab or public automobile license to any person requesting the same upon receipt 
of a registration certificate for each vehicle for which a license is sought. Said form shall include all of the 
information as required for the renewal form as stated in subsection (a) above. A separate license shall be 
required for each vehicle to be used by the applicant. The chief of police shall assign a medallion number for 
each new license issued pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance.   
 
 (c) The city clerk shall forward copies of all completed application forms for which all applicable fees 
have been paid to the chief of police and to board of aldermen during the month of October of each year. 
 
 (d) Inspections for the issuance of vehicle licenses and medallions shall be scheduled during the month of 
October. Upon submission of a completed application form, the applicant for a taxicab or public automobile 
license shall arrange for an inspection of each vehicle for which a license is sought by contacting the chief 
of police no later than fifteen (15) days prior to the date the vehicles will be available for inspection. In the 
event that a vehicle fails such inspection, the applicant shall have thirty (30) days in which to correct all 
deficiencies noted and schedule a second inspection.  The chief of police shall notify the city clerk and the 
public safety and transportation committee of the board of aldermen of the result of each such inspection. A 
vehicle which does not pass inspection shall not be eligible for a license.    
 
 (e) The public safety and transportation committee of the board of aldermen shall approve or deny each 
taxicab and public automobile license application in accordance with the provisions of section 19-333 at the 
first regularly scheduled meeting of said committee during the month of November of each year. The 
committee shall forward its recommendations for approval or denial to the full board of aldermen during 
the month of December of each year.  The city clerk shall notify each applicant and the chief of police in 
writing as to the board's decision.  Upon receipt of notice that a license application has been approved, the 
licensee shall contact the chief of police in order to obtain a medallion for each taxicab and public 
automobile for which a license has been granted. 
 
 (f) Each license shall identify the taxi stands to which the licensee has been assigned pursuant to section 
19-305 of this ordinance. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-9; Ord. No. 627, 2-19-74; Ord. No. 88, 10-6-75; Ord. No. 
T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93; X-53, 5-19-03; Ord. No. X-54, 5-19-03) 
 
Sec. 19-333. Number of licenses. 
 
 (a) No more than one (1) taxicab license shall be issued for each population unit of one thousand (1,000) 
or additional fraction thereof, except that if a greater number of such licenses shall have been granted, issued 
or were in force as of November 1, 1992 than would be permissible under said limitation, such licenses shall 
remain in full force and effect and no subsequent requests for renewals of such licenses by those persons 
holding such licenses as of November 1, 1992 shall be denied solely for reasons of declining population.  If 
the number of taxicab licenses outstanding as of November 1, 1992 exceeds the limitation set forth herein, 
no further licenses shall be issued or granted until the number of licenses outstanding shall have been 
reduced, by cancellation, revocation, failure to renew, failure to use as provided in section 19-336, or 
otherwise, to an amount less than that permitted by the limitation of this subsection, and, thereafter, licenses 
may be issued only as provided herein.  
 
 (b) No more than one (1) public automobile license shall be issued for each population unit of five 
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thousand (5,000) or additional fraction thereof, except that if a greater number of such licenses shall have 
been granted, issued or were in force as of November 1, 1992 than would be permissible under said 
limitation, such licenses shall remain in full force and effect and no subsequent requests for renewals of such 
licenses by those persons holding such licenses as of November 1, 1992 shall be denied solely for reasons of 
declining population.  If the number of public automobile licenses outstanding as of November 1, 1992 
exceeds the limitation set forth herein, no further licenses shall be issued or granted until the number of 
licenses outstanding shall have been reduced, by cancellation, revocation, failure to renew, failure to use as 
provided in section 19-336 of this ordinance, or otherwise, to an amount less than that permitted by the 
limitation of this subsection, and, thereafter, licenses may be issued only as provided herein.  
 
 (c) Special taxicab or public automobile licenses: Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this 
section, the board of aldermen, in its discretion, may grant additional taxicab or public automobile licenses 
to a person who has, on or after the effective date of this section, a written contract to provide transportation 
services by means of a taxicab and or public automobile to a specially identifiable population, including, but 
not limited to, elderly persons or persons with special needs. In order to obtain a special license, such a 
person must file an application for a special license with the city clerk in the manner provided in section 
19-332 and provide a notarized copy of such contract. The board of aldermen may grant such licenses for 
one year, or for the term of the contract, not to exceed a maximum of three years, provided that the licensee 
shall be required to provide a current notarized copy of the contract to the board of aldermen for each year 
of the license term of a special license.  Special licenses granted pursuant to this provision shall not be 
included in the number of licenses outstanding for purposes of maintaining the limit on the total number of 
licenses as set forth in subsections (a) and (b). (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-10; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. 
No. T-291, 8-9-93; Ord. No. W-59, 9-18-01) 
 
Sec. 19-334. Revocation of licenses without medallions. 
 
 (a) In the event that a medallion is not obtained for the vehicle for hire, within sixty (60) days after the 
license application is approved or renewed, the license shall be null and void. 
 
 (b) The police officer designated by the chief of police in charge of distribution of medallions shall 
communicate in writing in December of each year to the board of aldermen or its agent as to how many 
medallions have been issued as of that date. 
 
 (c) The board of aldermen, in its discretion, may re-issue any licenses for unused medallions. (Rev. Ords. 
1973, § 21-11; Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89) 
 
Sec. 19-335. Transfer of licenses. 
 
 Licenses and medallions issued for vehicles pursuant to this ordinance shall not be affixed to or otherwise 
transferred to a vehicle other than the vehicle for which the license was issued, except as provided in section 
19-336(c).  Licenses for taxicabs and public automobiles shall not be used interchangeably.  In the event of a 
change in ownership of the holder of a license or licenses issued hereunder, no license shall be renewed or 
issued until the city clerk is presented with proof of ownership and registration of each taxicab or public 
automobile for which the holder seeks a license and until the board of aldermen approves such transfer of 
licenses. (Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93) 
 
Sec. 19-336. License plates or medallions; fee for same; transfer to new vehicle. 
 
 (a) Each person who obtains a license for a taxicab or public automobile pursuant to section 19-330 of this 
article shall obtain a pair of metal plates, or markers or medallions, hereinafter "medallion", issued by the 
chief of police which shall be affixed to each such vehicle with respect to which a license is so obtained, and 
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which shall be conspicuously displayed in plain sight on the exterior of the vehicle as directed by the chief 
of police. A fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be charged for each pair of plates, markers or medallions. 
Each medallion shall be of such size and color as the chief of police may determine, shall contain the words 
"taxi license" or "public automobile license" as applicable, the date of expiration and the number of the 
license, which number shall be at least one inch in height.  
 
 (b) The chief of police shall inspect each vehicle for which a license has been granted during March and 
October of each year.  The odometer reading of each vehicle shall be recorded at the time of the inspection, 
along with the number of the license and medallion assigned to each vehicle, and, with respect to taxicabs, 
the serial number of the taximeter.  Medallions affixed to vehicles for which the odometer reading indicates 
mileage of less than 2,000 miles since the date of the inspection, shall be removed by the chief of police and 
surrendered without return of the license or medallion fee or any portion of said fees.   
 
 (c) Transfer of taxicab or public automobile license upon sale of vehicle: Whenever a person who is the 
holder of a license for a taxicab or public automobile sells or otherwise retires from use any taxicab or 
public automobile licensed pursuant to this article, and such vehicle is replaced by another vehicle to be 
used as a taxicab or public automobile, then, upon presentation of the registration certificate of such new 
vehicle to the city clerk by the holder of such license, the new vehicle shall become a licensed taxicab or 
public automobile without payment of any additional fee, provided that the chief of police has  inspected 
and approved each such new vehicle for use and provided that, with respect to a taxicab, the taximeter is 
approved by the sealer of weights and measures and the serial number of such taximeter is recorded on the 
license of the new taxicab by the sealer of weights and measures. The medallion issued with respect to such 
taxicab or public automobile so sold or retired from use may be affixed to the new vehicle upon inspection 
of said new vehicle by the chief of police and, with respect to a taxicab, upon approval of the taximeter as 
required by this provision. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 21-9; Ord. No. 627, 2-19-74; Ord. No. 88, 10-6-75; Ord. No. 
T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-168, 9-3-91; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93) 
 
Sec. 19-337.  Procedure for suspension or revocation of licenses with medallions. 
 
 (a) A license for which a medallion has been obtained may be suspended or revoked for a violation of any 
of the provisions of this article or for just cause, as determined by the board of aldermen. Except as 
otherwise provided in section 19-336(b) and subsections (b) and (c) of this section, no license shall be 
suspended or revoked until after a public hearing, held by the public safety and transportation committee of 
the board of aldermen, or such other committee as may be designated by the board of aldermen in 
accordance with its rules and regulations.  Said public hearing shall be held not less than seven (7) working 
days after notice of the intent to suspend or revoke has been sent by certified mail to the licensee.   
 
 (b) Notwithstanding the provisions of the foregoing subsection (a), a person who operates a vehicle or 
vehicles licensed pursuant to this ordinance shall surrender the medallion of any such vehicle upon request 
of the chief of police for operating a vehicle which (1) fails to satisfy all of the requirements of the vehicle 
inspection as stated in section 19-309; or (2) for operating a vehicle for which the vehicle registration and/or 
insurance has lapsed.  
 
 (c) A person who operates a vehicle or vehicles licensed pursuant to this ordinance shall notify the chief 
of police if a vehicle has been out of service for more than fourteen (14) consecutive days and shall 
surrender the medallion of such vehicle to the chief of police unless the licensee establishes to the 
satisfaction of the chief of police that said vehicle is out of service in order for the licensee to perform or 
procure repairs. If the vehicle is being repaired, the licensee shall provide the date by which the vehicle will 
be returned to service and notify the chief of police when the vehicle is returned to service. In the event that 
the vehicle remains out of service for more than fourteen (14) days beyond the anticipated repair date and 
the licensee is unable to establish to the satisfaction of the chief of police that the delay is warranted, then 
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the licensee shall surrender the medallion to the chief of police.  
 
 (d) The chief of police shall notify the clerk of the board of aldermen of each medallion that has been 
confiscated in the manner provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section and which has remained in the 
possession of the chief of police for more than thirty (30) consecutive days.  Upon receipt of such notice, the 
public safety committee, or such other committee as may be designated by the board of aldermen, shall 
schedule a hearing to revoke the license of such vehicle and shall provide notice of the same to the licensee 
in the manner provided in subsection (a) of this section.  Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit a 
licensee from requesting a hearing upon the confiscation of a medallion as provided in subsections (b) and 
(c) of this section. (Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93) 
 
Sec. 19-338. Limousine permits. 
 

 Every person who is engaged in the business of transporting persons for hire by means of a 
limousine, as defined herein, shall obtain a business permit from the city clerk.  Said permit shall be 
issued upon receipt of a completed application form and upon payment of a non-refundable fee 
which shall not exceed the cost of administering the issuance of said permit, and which, in any 
event, shall not exceed twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each limousine owned and operated by the 
business.  Said permit shall expire on December 31 in each year.  Prior to the issuance of a permit in 
each year, the applicant must comply with the procedures in Sec. 19-309(b) and Sec. 19-332(d) 
pertaining to police department inspection for each limousine owned and operated by the business. 
The permit application form shall include, but not be limited to, the following information: 

 
(1) the name and address of the business and the names of the corporate officers, if any;  
 
(2) the name of the business manager or other person to contact in regard to complaints;  
 
(3) the total number of limousines owned and operated by the business; and  
 
 
(4) a copy of the vehicle registration for each limousine. (Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-

9-93) 
 
(5) Confirmation from the police department that the applicant has complied with the procedures in Sec. 

19-309(b)  pertaining to police department inspection for each limousine owned and operated by the 
business and that each limousine has passed such inspection.  

 
(Ord. No. T-66, 12-18-89; Ord. No. T-291, 8-9-93) 
 
 

 Editor's note:  As amended in 1983, this section required such permits to be obtained within ninety days of its effective date. 
 
Sec. 19-339. Van license.  
 
 (a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (d), no person shall engage in the business of transporting 
persons or goods for hire by means of a van within the limits of the city unless:   
 

(1) said person has obtained for each such vehicle a van license, as applicable, pursuant to this section 
and said license has not been suspended, rescinded, surrendered, revoked or declared void for 
non-use; and  
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(2) the driver of said vehicle is licensed by the city in accordance with the provisions of section 19-346 
of the Revised Ordinances and said license has not been suspended, rescinded, or revoked. 

 
 (b) Each license issued pursuant to this provision shall designate the vehicle registration number, the 
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and the odometer reading at the time the license is approved. 
 
 (c) Van licenses shall expire on December 31 of each year.  
 
 (d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting a 
driver of a van which is licensed to operate in another city or town of the commonwealth from driving 
through Newton, or from accepting a passenger, passengers, packages or other merchandise within the city 
provided that:  
 

(1) said van is requested by or on behalf of said passenger or person requesting a package or 
merchandise pickup; and 

 
(2) said request is made by telephone, or by radio dispatch from the owner or operator's principal place 

of business which is located outside the city. 
 

 (e) For every license granted pursuant to this section there shall be paid, for the use of the city, the fee 
prescribed by section 17-3, which shall not exceed $25.00 per van. 

 
 (f) Procedure for obtaining first-time van license:  The city clerk shall send an application form for a van 
license to any person requesting the same upon receipt of a registration certificate for each vehicle for which 
a license is sought. Said form shall include all of the information set forth below. A separate license shall be 
required for each vehicle to be used by the applicant.  Prior to the issuance of a license, applicant shall 
follow the procedures in Sec. 19-309(b) pertaining to police department inspection of each van to be 
licensed.    
 

(1) the name and address of the business and the names of the corporate officers, if any;  
 
(2) the name of the business manager or other person to contact in regard to complaints;  
 
(3) a copy of the business certificate from a municipality of the Commonwealth issued pursuant to G.L. 

c. 110, §5; 
 
(4) the total number of vans owned and operated by the business; 
  
(5) a copy of the vehicle registration for each van and a certificate of insurance indicating the amount of 

coverage for each van;  the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and the odometer reading; and 
 
(6)  Confirmation from the police department that the applicant has complied with the procedures in 

Sec. 19-309(b) pertaining to police department inspection for each van and that each such van has 
passed inspection.  

 
 
confirmation that each van is : 
 
a) equipped with working seatbelts in open view and available for use in all seating areas used by 

passengers; and 
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b) kept in good condition, with the interior kept clean and suitable for occupancy and mechanically fit 
for the safety of passengers. 
 

 
 (g) Procedure for renewal of van licenses:   
Beginning in September of each year, the city clerk shall send a renewal application form and a copy of this 
section, as may be amended from time to time, to each person who currently holds a van license. Said form 
shall include the following information for each vehicle:  the vehicle registration number,  the vehicle 
identification number (VIN) and odometer reading.  A separate license shall be required for each vehicle to 
be used by the applicant.  A copy of the registration certificate for each vehicle and a certificate of insurance 
indicating the amount of coverage for each vehicle shall accompany the application. Completed application 
forms shall be returned to the city clerk no later than September 30.  The non-refundable fee for each 
license, as specified in section 17-3 of these Revised Ordinances, shall be paid to the city clerk at the time 
the completed license application is returned to the city clerk.   Prior to the renewal of a license, applicant 
shall follow the procedures in Sec. 19-309(b) pertaining to police department inspection of each vehicle to 
be licensed 
 
 The public safety and transportation committee of the board of aldermen shall approve or deny each van 
license application at the first regularly scheduled meeting of said committee during the month of November 
of each year. The committee shall forward its recommendations for approval or denial to the full board of 
aldermen during the month of December of each year.  The city clerk shall notify each applicant in writing 
as to the board's decision.  (Ord. No. X-54, 5-19-03) 
 
Sec. 19-340 Penalties. 
 
 Any person who violates any provision of sections 19-302 through 19-338, excluding section 19-330, 
shall be fined not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00), and each day 
or part thereof during which a violation occurs or continues shall constitute a separate offense. (Ord. No. T-
291, 8-9-93) 
 
Secs. 19-340—19-345. Reserved. 
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Sec. 17-3. Fees for certain licenses and permits.

 Notwithstanding any contrary provision in any other section of these Revised Ordinances, there shall be 
paid a fee on an annual basis or unless otherwise noted to the city clerk for each of the following 
applications, permits, licenses or charges, the sum set forth as follows: 

(1) Motor vehicle dealer's license first, second and third class ................................................ $100.00 

(2) Billiard, pool tables, bowling centers (non coin operated) ................................................... $15.00 each 

(3) Dealer in second-hand articles (antique, consignment or pawn broker shops) ................... $50.00 

(4) Storage of inflammables; public and private 

a) 500 gals or less  ................................................................................................................ $10.00 

b) 501 gals to 5,000 .............................................................................................................. $30.00 

c) 5001 gals to 10,000 .......................................................................................................... $40.00 

d) 10,000 gals to 20,000 ....................................................................................................... $50.00 

e) over 20,000 gals ............................................................................................................... $60.00 

(5) Blasting bond permits (G.L. c. 148, § 19) ....................................................................... $10.00 

(6) Junk collector's license .................................................................................................. $100.00 

(7) Junk dealer's license (storage yards) .............................................................................. $100.00

a) Dealers in secondhand articles .................................................................................... $50.00 

(8) Lodging house and dormitory licenses 
 ........................................................................................................................................ $50.00 

(9) Musical instrument performers and street singers 

a) Commercial applicants per event ................................................................................ $20.00 

b) Non-profit applicants per event .................................................................................... $5.00 

(10) Public Auto/Van/Limousine permit fee, each vehicle ................................................... $25.00 

(11) Taxi license, each vehicle .............................................................................................. $25.00 

a) Taxi license, each driver ............................................................................................. $25.00 

#194-12



b) Replacement for lost taxi license, each driver ............................................................ $10.00 

(12) Taxi stand, each location ............................................................................................... $15.00 

(13) Sale of municipal ordinances per copy .......................................................................... $75.00 

a) Sale of zoning ordinances per copy ............................................................................ $25.00 

b) Sale of government and officers booklet, per copy ...................................................... $3.00 
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