
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please 
contact the Newton ADA Coordinator Trisha Guditz at 617-796-1156 or tguditz@newtonma.gov 
or via TDD/TTY at (617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the meeting. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2012 
 
7:00 PM      
Room 202 

 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM:  Chairman’s Note:  At the Chair’s request, Dori Zaleznik, Commissioner  
Health and Human Services Department will provide a presentation on duplicate street names.   
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#172-12 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of fifty-

five thousand dollars ($55,000) from Fire/Rescue Overtime for the purpose of 
funding the purchase of workforce scheduling, communications-based software 
for the Fire Department.  [05/29/12 @ 5:20 PM] 

 
#417-11 ALD. JOHNSON requesting a discussion with the Department of Transportation 

regarding sound barriers along the Turnpike.  [12/07/11 @ 9:29 PM] 
 HELD 8-0 on 01/04/12 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM:  Chairman’s Note:  At the Chair’s request, David Koses, Transportation  
Planner will provide Traffic Council Policy #3:  Bike lane versus parking. 
 
ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
#167-12 POLICE DEPARTMENT submitting reports of semi-annual taxi license/public 

auto inspections for review.  [05/21/12 @ 3:48 PM] 
 
#166-12 BOSTON COACH TRANSPORTATION request for annual renewal of the 

Boston College Bus Licenses.  There are no changes proposed to last year’s 
licenses.  [05/21/12 @ 3:34 PM] 

 
#146-12 DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, requesting possible 

amendment to Chapter 19 to allow the Commissioner of Department of Public 
Works to restrict parking up to 10 feet away from crosswalks.  [05/14/12 @ 4:06 
PM] 

 HELD 7-0 on 05/23/12 
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#125-12 ALD. YATES, HARNEY, SANGIOLO & GENTILE, requesting the 
Transportation Advisory Group (TAG) to work with the Town of Wellesley,  
MetroWest Regional Transit Authority, Mass Bay Community College, 
Wellesley College and other institutions that provide bus service to the MBTA 
and Newton Wellesley Hospital to operate their vehicles along Route 16 and 
request that they pick-up and discharge passengers in Lower Falls.  [04/20/12 @ 
1:55 PM] 

 
#87-12 ALD. SALVUCCI, requesting the establishment of a permit parking program for 

the Melrose Avenue Municipal Parking Lot in Auburndale to assist abutting 
businesses with parking for their employees.  [03/23/12 @ 12:52 PM] 

 HELD 6-0 on 04/11/12 
 HELD 6-0, Ald. Harney not voting on 05/23/12 
 
#86-12 ALD. CICCONE, requesting possible changes to City Ordinance 19-30(a), 

Procedures for Traffic Council, to require all Traffic Council meetings be held in 
the evening.  [03/16/12 @ 1:44 PM] 

 HELD 6-0 on 04/11/12 
 HELD 5-0, Ald. Harney and Swiston not voting on 05/23/12 
 
#69-12 DANIEL HERMON, One International Place, 100 Oliver Street, Suite 1400, 

Boston, MA 02110 requesting issuance of a van license to operate Dan’s Coach in 
Newton.  [03/08/12 @ 2:16 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#413-11  ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 
  Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
  renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11/17/11 @11:07 AM] 
 
#278-11 ALD. YATES, requesting a report from His Honor the Mayor on the likely 

impacts on traffic in Newton from the changes to the Route 9/128 intersection as 
part of the Add-A-Lane Project.  [09/26/11 @ 2:37 PM] 

 HELD 5-0, Ald. Johnson not voting on 03/21/12 
 
#137-11 ALD. DANBERG AND FULLER requesting possible changes to City Ordinance 

19-191, Parking Meter Fees, to require a minimum purchase at long-term parking 
meters in order to discourage short-term use.  [4/26/11 @ 9:52 AM] 

 HELD 8-0 on 01/18/12 
 

REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
#41-11 ALD. JOHNSON, LENNON AND DANBERG requesting discussion of the 

elimination, except during snow emergencies, of the overnight parking ban which 
is in effect from November 15 through April 15.  [01/18/11 @ 9:00 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY&TRANSPORTATION & FINANCE COMMITTEES  
#363-10(2) ALD. ALBRIGHT proposing a trial of parking meter free Saturdays between 

Thanksgiving and New Year for the shopping areas to support shopping at local 
businesses in Newton.  [02/10/12 @ 9:13 AM] 

 
#279-10 ALD. JOHNSON, ALBRIGHT & LINSKY, requesting the development of a 

comprehensive traffic and parking plan for the Newton North High School 
neighborhood with the following streets as its borders:  Commonwealth Avenue, 
Washington, Harvard and Valentine Streets.  This plan to be completed by 
November 30, 2010 will include a fix to short term (immediate needs) and longer 
term needs to effectively manage the traffic circulation within the neighborhood, 
provide pedestrian and vehicular safety, and preserve quality of life for the 
neighborhood, school staff and faculty.  [10/06/10 @ 12:33 PM] 

 HELD 7-0 on 04/18/12  
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Allan Ciccone, Jr. Chairman    
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Traffic Council Policy 3:  
Prioritization of On‐Street Parking and Bicycle lanes  (*D R A F T*) 

Date Adopted: XXXXXXXXXXX XX, 20XX 

As defined by City ordinance, it is the purpose of the Traffic Council to take action on requests 

for site‐specific changes to parking and traffic regulations.  The Traffic Council aims to be fair 

and consistent in its decisions when similar situations present themselves and, over time, its 

actions have evolved into some implicit policies.  The most frequently observed policies relating 

to requests for removal of parking to accommodate bicycle lanes are listed below and are to be 

used as guidelines for the future.  Members of Traffic Council hope that this information offers 

guidance to the public, Board members, and staff as it affects projects or proposals they may 

consider. 

BACKGROUND 
The Newton Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Newton Board of Aldermen on November 19, 
2007, called for reducing reliance on auto driving and supporting a full range of travel modes, 
including walking, cycling, carpooling and taking transit.  The Plan specified that “bicycles are 
considered an integral part of the transportation mode mix, and the design of the streets and 
sidewalks includes appropriate facilities for them.”   
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), in their Transportation Advisory Committee 
Recommendations to Mayor Setti D. Warren November 17, 2011, subsequently endorsed by 
the Mayor, calls for the City to adopt a Complete Streets Policy, where all users, not just 
motorists, must be taken into consideration in the design and redesign of our street network.  
The TAC recommended that the Department of Public Works, Traffic Council, and the Board of 
Aldermen support a greatly expanded bicycle infrastructure, with at least 20 miles of bicycle 
lanes or other specific roadway accommodations to be implemented by 2015.  The policy 
statement, shown below, is intended to act as a reference in those cases where street width 
does not allow both parking and bicycle lanes, and where parking demand is low.  The policy 
does not preclude the removal of parking within an area of moderate or heavy parking usage, 
so to create new or improved bicycle lanes.   
 
POLICY STATEMENT 
To implement the goals described above, and in order to continue to improve Newton’s 
bicycle infrastructure, it will be a Traffic Council policy to favor the restriction of on‐street 
parking so to implement bicycle lanes on those streets referenced in the approved Newton 
Bicycle Plan1, in those cases where parking demand is low.  In Village Centers and in areas 
where parking usage is moderate or heavy, Traffic Council members shall consider factors 
such as the Newton Bicycle Plan, connectivity between key destinations, and alternative 
parking locations, in addition to street widths, volume, safety and other concerns. 
 

                                                            
1 Newton Bicycle Plan has not been approved as of April 25, 2012. 



This policy should not be considered to be a directive or mandate.  While this policy intends 
to create baseline support among Traffic Council members to vote in favor of implementing 
bicycle lanes cited in the Newton Bicycle Master Plan and in certain other locations, Traffic 
Council will continue to gather comments from residents, elected officials and other 
interested parties.  Only after careful consideration of the aforementioned Citywide goals and 
all relevant and site‐specific information provided, will each member of Traffic Council 
determine his or her final vote.  
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