
CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2011 
 

Present: Ald. Ciccone (Chair), Johnson, Harney, Yates, Shapiro, Fuller and Freedman 
Absent: Ald. Swiston 
Also Present: Ald. Albright 
City Staff: Amanda Stout, Sr. Economic Development Planner; Candace Havens, Director 
Planning & Development Department; Officer Rocco Marini, Newton Police Department;  
Chief Matthew Cummings, Newton Police Department, Clint Schuckel, Director of 
Transportation and Chief Bruce Proia, Newton Fire Department 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#363-10 ALD. ALBRIGHT & DANBERG, proposing a trial of parking meter free 

Saturdays between Thanksgiving and New Year for the shopping areas to support 
shopping at local businesses in Newton.  [11/15/10 @ 6:30 PM] 

ACTION: RECOMMEND APPROVAL 3-0, Ald. Shapiro, Freedman, Harney and 
Johnson not voting 

 
NOTE:   Ald. Albright, Ms. Stout, Ms. Havens, Chief Cummings and Mr. Schuckel joined 
the Committee for discussion.  Ms. Stout provided Committee members with a PowerPoint 
presentation, attached to this report.  Ms. Stout said that she attended a Nonantum Neighborhood 
Association meeting with Ald. Ciccone, Merrill and Lennon where merchants expressed their 
desire to implement a trial program and their desire to host village events.  Merchants expressed 
their concerns about parking, especially aggressive ticketing and meters have only a one-hour 
limit.  Ms. Stout said that specific trial details were not discussed.  She said there are a number of 
events in the works as a way to encourage local shopping at the holidays.  Chairman Ciccone 
suggested conducting a trial in Nonantum Village, a citywide effort is a much bigger launch.  
 
Ms. Havens stated there are 62 one-hour on-street meters in Nonantum and parking is free in 
municipal lots.  She reviewed the following proposal meters FREE between Thanksgiving and 
New Year (4 Saturdays):   
 
COSTS             TOTAL COSTS 
Meter revenues (-$1,500) + DPW overtime ($1,040) + Canvas bags ($1,464)         $4,004 
Meter revenues (-$1500) + DPW overtime ($1,040) + Plastic bags ($122)  $2,662 
Meter revenues (-$1,500) + sandwich boards/posters    $1,500-2,000 
 
Meter limits would be difficult to enforce allowing turnover.  Ald. Fuller expressed her concerns 
regarding turnover.  How do you enforce people from overstaying their welcome at free meters?  
Chief Cummings said that enforcement would still be necessary at handicap ramps, corners and 
driveways.   
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Ald. Fuller asked if merchants were asked to defray costs so that the City would not lose 
revenue.  She suggested they be asked to cover some or all of costs associated.  Chairman 
Ciccone said merchants were not asked to cover costs.  Ms. Havens suggested requesting 
donations to make the trial happen.  Ald. Fuller recommended merchants be asked after the trial 
to compare similar Saturdays, providing data from sales from previous years.  Ald. Albright and 
Chairman Ciccone offered to work with the Planning Department to advertise this campaign to 
promote business.   
 
Mr. Schuckel said funding is not available in the Department Public Works to implement this 
trial.  The Executive Department would have to approve overtime funding.  A trial would cost 
the City approximately $700.00 in overtime costs to bag the meters on Saturday morning and 
remove them on Monday morning.  He asked if the Planning Department would be able to cover 
the costs of purchasing the plastic bags.  Ms. Havens answered yes.  Mr. Yates suggested posting 
free parking signs rather than bag each meter.  Ald. Fuller asked if a funding source was 
necessary to implement a trial.  Ms. Havens said if funding were not collected from local 
merchants, the Economic Development Budget would be able to assist with implementing a trial.     
 
Ald. Yates moved to approve this item as a trial in Nonantum Village.  Committee members 
agreed to recommend approval of the trial, 3-0, Ald. Shapiro, Freedman, Harney and Johnson not 
voting.    
 
#371-10 ALD. CICCONE on behalf of Annette Kaplan, 2 Washington Street, Newton 

Corner, requesting amendment to Section 19-309, Requirements as to vehicles 
generally, of the City of Newton Revised Ordinances to require taxi companies to 
display the company name, telephone number, and medallion number in all 
vehicles, visible from the back seat.  [12/13/10 @ 4:10 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Freedman and Johnson not voting 
 
NOTE:   Annette Kaplan and Officer Marini joined the Committee for discussion.  Officer 
Marini said that he contacted Cambridge and Waltham as to their ordinance language and 
requirements as a model for Newton Ordinance language.  He provided Committee members 
with draft Ordinance language, Section 19-310 prepared by the City’s Law Department.  
Committee members agreed to incorporate “Vehicle identification Card” parens (b) as follows.  
“All taxis in the city shall display a vehicle identification card, issued by the chief of police, 
which bears the owner’s name, telephone number, and the medallion number of the taxi.  Such 
vehicle identification card shall be displayed in the passenger compartment of each taxi in such a 
manner as to be visible to passengers at all times”.  Officer Marini stated each taxi in the City 
would be provided this identification card to display at the time medallions are issued.  
 
Ald. Harney moved to approve this item.  Committee members agreed 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, 
Freedman and Johnson not voting.      
 
#337-11 IGOR PORTNOY, PO Box 42, 90 Oak Street, 4th floor, Newton, MA  02464 

requesting renewal of one (1) public auto license for Beantown Carriage, LLC.  
ACTION: APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
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#338-11 DOROTHY W. DUNDAS, 15 Moreland Avenue, Newton Centre, MA 02459 
requesting renewal of one (1) public auto license for Crystal Lake Express.  

ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#339-11 HAMDI TLILI, 155 Lexington Street, Newton, MA  02466, requesting renewal 

of two (2) public auto licenses for Newton Car Service.  
ACTION: APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#340-11 WILLIAM R. TURNER, 25 Curve Street, West Newton, MA  02465, requesting 

renewal of one (1) public auto license for Bill’s Nice Ride, Inc.  
ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#341-11 JERRY ROBBINS, 253 Riverview Avenue, Newton, MA 02466, requesting 

renewal of four (4) public auto licenses for Weldon Executive Coach.  
ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#342-11 DAVID NEWCOMB, 275 Grove Street, Suite 2-400, Auburndale, MA 02466, 

requesting renewal of one (1) public auto license for Newton Coach, Inc.    
ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#344-11 GEORGE MARRY, 50 Union Street, Newton Centre, MA  02459 requesting 

renewal of two (2) taxi licenses for Newtonville Cab Co. Inc.   
ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#345-11 GEORGE MARRY, 50 Union Street, Newton Centre, MA  02459 requesting 

renewal of three (3) taxi licenses for Newton Taxi Co.   
ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#346-11 GEORGE MARRY, 50 Union Street, Newton Centre, MA  02459 requesting 

renewal of three (3) taxi licenses and two (2) designated taxi stands for 
Holden’s Taxi Inc.   

ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#348-11 ANIS LAHIANI, 4 Cedar Street, Suite 405, Wellesley, MA 02481, requesting 

renewal of one (1) taxi license to operate in Newton as Newton Town Taxi.  
ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#349-11 AHCENE TOURI, 31 Irving Street, #A-8, Watertown, MA  02472, requesting 

renewal of one (1) taxi license for Newton Metro Cab.   
ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
#350-11 MOHAMED SAIDI, 77 Cedar Street, Boston, MA  02119, requesting renewal of 

one (1) taxi license for Newton Luxury Cab.   
ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
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#351-11 MEDHI HAOULANI, 72 Beaver Street, Waltham, MA 02453, requesting 
renewal of three (3) taxi licenses for Newton Cab.    

ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
NOTE:   Officer Rocco Marini joined the Committee for discussion on the above docket 
items.  He reviewed with Committee members the taxi/public auto contact list dated November 
2, 2011, attached to the agenda.  He reported that all of the above listed vehicles passed annual 
inspection and recommends approval of the requested renewals for these public autos and taxi 
medallions.   
Ald. Freedman made the motion to approve these items.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0, Ald. 
Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting.    
 
#343-11 MICHAEL ANTONELLIS, 224 Calvary Street, Waltham, MA  02453, requesting 

renewal of four (4) public auto licenses, forty-nine (49) taxi licenses, and 
twelve (12) designated taxi stands for Veterans Taxi of Newton, LLC.     

ACTION: APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
NOTE: Officer Marini reported 52 vehicles passed the annual inspection.  Taxi #28 was 
involved in a recent motor vehicle accident and did not pass inspection.  Veterans Taxi is in the 
process of repairing or replacing this vehicle.  They will inform Officer Marini when the vehicle 
is ready for re-inspection.   
 
Ald. Freedman moved to approve this item.  Committee members agreed 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, 
Fuller and Johnson not voting.     
 
#347-11 RICHARD E. JOHNSTON, 25 Border Street, West Newton, MA  02465 

requesting renewal of twenty (20) taxi licenses and two (2) designated taxi 
stands for Newton Yellow Cab, Inc.   

ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
NOTE: Officer Marini reported 19 vehicles passed the annual inspection.  Taxi #32 did 
not pass the emission test.  Taxis #33, 40, 42, 46 and 47 will need to be replaced by January 1, 
2012, as they will all be ten years old.  Newton Yellow Cab will inform Officer Marini when the 
vehicle has passed inspection to perform a re-inspection and will inform him when the five 
vehicles are replaced by January 1, 2012 for re-inspection.  Officer Marini stated medallions 
would not be issued on these five vehicles until they are replaced.  He then said Mr. Johnston is 
aware of the City Ordinance requirement.     
 
Ald. Freedman moved to approve this item.  Committee members agreed 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, 
Fuller and Johnson not voting.      

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#366-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of twenty-three thousand dollars ($23,000) from FY11 Free Cash for the 
purpose of purchasing eleven Automatic Emergency Defibrillators for the Police 
Department.  [10/31/11 @ 2:49 PM] 
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ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 
NOTE:   Chief Cummings said this appropriation would allow the purchase of eleven new 
Automatic Emergency Defibrillators for police cruisers and headquarters.  Current defibrillators 
are nine years old and replacement parts are no longer available for some models.      
 
Ald. Harney asked what training police officers receive to use this equipment properly.  Chief 
Cummings stated annual training is provided during CPR and First Aid courses.  Ald. Freedman 
stated he supports this appropriation and asked Chief Cummings if he could provide results and 
the number of times this equipment is used.  Chief Cummings agreed.  
 
Ald. Harney moved to approve this item.  Committee members agreed 4-0, Ald. Shapiro, Fuller 
and Johnson not voting.      

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#367-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of thirty-nine thousand one hundred sixty dollars ($39,160) from FY11 
Free Cash for the purpose of purchasing and installing “on-spot” chains for fire 
apparatus.  [10/31/11 @ 2:49 PM] 

ACTION:  APPROVE 5-0, Ald. Shapiro and Johnson not voting 
 
NOTE:   Chief Proia said this appropriation would allow the purchase and installation of 
“on-spot” chains adding safety to fire personnel while responding to emergencies during 
inclement weather.  On-spot chains are mounted to the undercarriage of an apparatus, activated 
by a toggle switch by dropping a wheel to place a chain around the wheel allowing the apparatus 
to have more control, are very effective during early and late stages of a storm.  They are 
recommended for engine companies, ladder companies will continue to use standard tire chains.     
 
Ald. Freedman asked if on-spot chains were previously used.  Chief Proia answered yes 
unfortunately, regular maintenance and cleaning was not performed, making them in disrepair.  
Moving forward, all new engine company vehicles purchased will have on-spot chains installed.        
 
Ald. Yates moved to approve this item.  Committee members agreed 5-0, Ald. Shapiro and 
Johnson not voting.      

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#368-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of one hundred twenty thousand dollars ($120,000) from FY11 Free Cash 
for the purpose of purchasing and installing mobile data terminals for incident 
communications with GPS for all 9 front-line fire apparatus, the spare vehicle and 
two chiefs’ vehicles.  [10/31/11 @ 2:49 PM] 

ACTION:  APPROVE 4-0-1, Ald. Freedman abstaining, Ald. Shapiro and Johnson not 
voting 

 
NOTE:   Chief Proia said this appropriation would allow the purchase and installation of 
mobile data terminals (MDT).  He referenced a previous estimate dated March 2, 2010 provided 
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from former Chief LaCroix and feels the estimate of $138,000 is very high.  The terminal allows 
quick easy access to the dispatching system.  Data is received from the dispatch screen 
approximately two minutes prior to the dispatchers’ pertinent information being entered, saving 
critical time.  Waltham, Cambridge and Boston use this type of terminal.  The terminal would be 
installed in the front cab of a vehicle.  He then said data terminals would be an asset to the 
department.  The terminals assist firefighters by finding fire hydrants in snow banks, commercial 
buildings floor plans, access points, street locations, floor layouts, exits, corridors, dead-end 
corridors, building permits, fire codes, City fire reports, violations, inspection reports, fire 
prevention data, Internet access and mutual aid.  Chief Proia said he has not heard of any 
complaints from the Police Department regarding service.   
 
Ald. Freedman asked how firefighters function without this terminal and how floor plans are 
accessed.  Chief Proia said this information is not available at a fire sight.  These terminals 
would allow floor plans to be down loaded for commercial properties at the time annual 
inspection is completed.  Ald. Fuller asked if the department could benefit from additional laptop 
or desktop computers.  Chief Proia answered that there are 186 personnel in the department; 
laptop computers would be too costly.   
 
Ald. Freedman expressed his concerns because of outdated information and cost estimates 
provided from former Chief LaCroix, dated March 2, 2010.  Ald. Harney agreed.  Chief Proia 
stated prior to receiving current bids, he must first have the Board of Aldermen’s approval.   
 
Ald. Yates moved to approve this item.  Committee members agreed 4-0-1, Ald. Freedman 
abstaining, Ald. Shapiro and Johnson not voting.   
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#369-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 

the sum of six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000) from bonded indebtedness for 
the purpose of purchasing a new fire engine.  [10/31/11 @ 2:48 PM] 

ACTION:  APPROVE 6-0, Ald. Shapiro not voting 
 
NOTE:   Chief Proia said this appropriation would allow him to purchase a fire engine 
replacing Engine #10, which is a 24-year old pumper, beyond age recommendation suggested by  
NFPA Standards for a first line apparatus, which is 15 years standard.  Once replaced, Engine 
#10 would become a number one spare allowing the department to decommission Engine #11 
that is 27 years. 
 
Chairman Ciccone asked Chief Proia to explain the bidding process to Committee members.  
Chief Proia said that Massachusetts Fire Chiefs have created a state bidding process to assist 
them with purchasing trucks and high-end equipment.  Four vendor companies are involved in 
the process that design the truck, provide a lower purchase cost, best available warranty and the 
process is expedited.  This will be Newton’s first time involved in this type of bidding process. 
 
Ald. Yates asked if the Department Public Works assists with truck maintenance.  Chief Proia 
answered no; maintenance is performed by certified fire apparatus mechanics.  Ald. Freedman 
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asked if the new purchase would have different features.  Chief Proia answered that many safety 
features are now included, including an enclosed cab.       
 
Ald. Freedman moved to approve this item.  Committee members agreed 6-0, Ald. Shapiro not  
voting.      
   
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#370-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 

the sum of seventy two thousand nine hundred eighty eight dollars ($72,988) 
from FY11 Free Cash for the purpose of purchasing two Fire Department 
replacement vehicles: a Ford Expedition to be utilized by the Fire Alarm 
Division and a fire mechanical utility/maintenance truck.  [11-03-11 12:08PM] 

ACTION:  APPROVE 5-0, Ald. Shapiro and Johnson not voting 
 
NOTE:   Chief Proia said that this appropriation would allow the department to purchase 
two replacement vehicles because the current vehicles are unsafe and will not pass inspection.   
 
Chief Proia is requesting the approval to purchase at auction a Ford Explorer at an estimated cost 
of $20,000 replacing the 1998 Ford Expedition utilized by the Fire Alarm Division, a former 
Shift Commander vehicle with excess of 174,000 miles.  The Ford Expedition will not pass 
inspection because it requires a transmission replacement, vehicle is burning oil, windshield 
wiper linkage, dash cluster lighting, requires a brake job and the body is rusting.  Repairs and 
bodywork would cost approximately $5,000.   
 
Chief Proia also requests the approval to purchase a 2012 F350 4x4 Pickup at an estimated cost 
of $52,988 replacing the 1988 Ford utilized by the Mechanics Division, with excess of 85,500 
miles.  The Ford utility-maintenance vehicle will not pass inspection because it requires 
numerous repairs and many parts are unavailable.     
 
Ald. Fuller moved to approve this item.  Committee members agreed 5-0, Ald. Shapiro and 
Johnson not voting.      

 
REFERRED TO PS&T COMMITTEE by TRAFFIC COUNCIL on 10/23/08 

#21-08 ALD. LINSKY AND DANBERG requesting discussion with appropriate 
personnel from the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) relative 
to ongoing service levels and conditions on mass transit and rail lines affecting 
Newton residents.  [01/04/08 @ 10:19 AM] 

ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 6-0, Ald. Shapiro not voting 
 
NOTE:   A request went out to the Committee to clean up the agenda eliminating old or 
unnecessary items.  In response to this, Ald. Linsky suggested this item be voted no action 
necessary, with the intention he would docket a new item if concerns rose.  Therefore, Ald. 
Freedman moved a vote of no action necessary.  Committee members agreed 6-0, Ald. Shapiro 
not voting.     
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At approximately 10:00 pm, Ald. Ciccone moved to adjourn.  Committee members agreed 6-0, 
Ald. Shapiro not voting.   
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Allan Ciccone, Jr. Chairman 
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Public Safety & Transportation Committee 11/9/11         prepared 11/02/11 
         Officer Rocco Marini 
          

 TAXI/PUBLIC AUTO CONTACT LIST 
Docket #  Company              Contact Medallion Pass/Fail 
#337-11 Beantown  

Carriage LLC 
73 Charlesbank 
Rd 
Newton, Ma 
02465 

Mark 
Belenkii 
 
Igor 617-594-
5995 

PA 7 PASSED 

 
#338-11 

Crystal Lake 
Express 
15 Moreland Ave 
Newton, Ma 
02459 

Dorothy 
Dundas 

PA 6 PASSED 

 
#339-11 

Newton Car 
Service 
155 Lexington St 
Newton MA 

Hamdi Tlilli 
617-244-9044 
781-690-1477 

PA 8 and  ? PASSED 

 
#340-11 

Bills Nice Ride 
25 Curve St 
Newton ,Ma 
02465 

William 
Turner 
617-312-3602 

PA 13 PASSED 

# 341-11 Weldon 
Executive Coach 
253 Riverview 
Ave 
Newton, MA 

Jerald 
Robbins 
617-828-4990 
617-928-1888 

PA 4,5,9,10 PASSED 

 
#342-11 

Newton Coach      
Inc 
275 Grove St 
STE 2-400 
Newton,Ma, 
02466 

David 
Newcomb 
781-647-8294 

PA 16 PASSED 

 
# 343-11 
 

Veterans Taxi        
175 High St 
Waltham, Ma 
02454 

Robert Kelly 
617-527-0300 

Medallions 1-
29,66-85(Total 
49) 
PA 2,3,11,12 
 

# 28 RECENT 
CRASH 

 
#344-11 

Newtonville Taxi 
50 Union St 
Newton, Ma 
02459 

George Marry 
617-969-4168 

Medallions 54, 
55 

PASSED 



#345-11 Newton Taxi 
50 Union St 
Newton, Ma 
02459 

George Marry 
617-969-4168 

Medallions 
56,57,58 

PASSED 

 
#346-11 

Holdens Taxi 
50 Union St 
Newton, Ma 
02459 

George Marry 
617-969-4168 

Medallions 59, 
60, 61 

PASSED 

 
 
# 347-11 

Newton Yellow 
Cab 
25 Border St 
Newton,Ma 
02465 

Richard  
Johnston 
617-332-7700 
617-527-5555 

Medallions 30-
49 (Total 20) 

# 32 needs 
sticker  
# ‘s 
33,40,42,46,47 
needs 
replacements 
(01) 

#348-11 Newton Town 
Taxi 
4 Cedar St #405 
Wellsley,Ma 
02481 

Anis Lahiani 
617-244-7444 

Medallion 53 PASSED 

#349-11 Newton Metro 
Cab 
31 Irving St Apt 
A-8 
Watertown,Ma 
02472 

Ahcene Touri 
617-947-2191 

Medallion 52 PASSED 

#350-11 Newton Luxury 
Cab 
1359 Centre st 
Newton,Ma 
02459 

Mohamed 
Saidi 
617-293-4300 

Medallion 65 PASSED 

 
#351-11 

Newton Cab 
72 Beaver St 
Waltham ,Ma 
02453 

Medhi 
Houlani 
617-332-1322 
509-275-6198 

Medallion 65 PASSED 

xxxxx  
 
Company 
recently moved 

J&J Sedan 
Service 
121 Fesseden St 
Newton, Ma 
02460 

Joseph 
Dragone 
617-527-2486 

PA 1 MOVED  

 
Current license 
will expire on 
7/11/12 

Don’s Car 
Service 395 
Lexington St. 
Newton MA 
02466 

Don Laplante 
617-962-4446 

PA 14 PASSED 
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