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parking standards.  Fees are associated with boarding houses but any changes to them would be in 
Chapter 17, not in the zoning ordinance.   
 
Other communities use a combination of zoning and licensing to regulate boarding houses.  
Brookline requires special permits for all boarding houses and they are allowed only in certain 
districts.  Their parking requirement is.02 spaces per bedroom while Newton’s is 1 per bedroom.  
Brookline also requires licensing of the “operator” with certain responsibilities for managing 
lodgers and the property as well as an operator education requirement.  There is an option for 
limited cooking facilities in private rooms which must meet safety criteria.   
 
Another example community would be Louisville, KY.  They just added licensing to their regulations 
because they had many boarding houses and they were receiving complaints.  They use a multi‐
departmental approach for safety inspections and otherwise their updated regulations are very 
similar to Brookline’s but also allow some by right options.  They also have a preferred preference 
for locations close to public transit.  They also take into consideration whether there are other 
similar uses in the neighborhood, but it is not specified whether that would be favorable or not.   
Please see presentation for more details.   
 
Ms. Blatt noted that Newton might consider enhancing the boarding house regulations in order to 
address life safety concerns such as blocked egress, smoke detectors, etc.  This would allow the 
inspection departments to go out on an annual basis.   Licensing is an effective vehicle for dealing 
with problem operators and situations and licensing hearings would allow the neighborhood to 
know about boarding houses near them and what the regulations and protections are.  
 
Committee Questions/Comments  
There are several pre‐existing, non‐conforming boarding houses in the City.  While they could not 
be made to come in now for a special permit, the City could conduct the inspections and require 
the licensing.  This kind of housing is attractive to many people, but if they are not safe and in good 
order they are not good for anyone.  The Planning Department noted in their memo that there are 
3 boarding houses in the City, but a Councilor said that there are at least 3 group homes as well and 
those are not listed.  Marie Lawlor, Assistant City Solicitor, explained that state law lists certain 
establishments that would not fall under the lodging house definition for licensing and group 
homes is one of them.  She would have to research further to find out if the particular group homes 
in Newton would be eligible for local licensing or state licensing.  
 
It was noted that there are specialized group homes in Brookline and they have to comport with 
their regulations for boarding houses. The annual inspections cost about $600‐$800 a year because 
so many departments are involved, but it is important that the homes are safe as they are heavily 
used.  A Committee member thought that the Department of Mental Health probably conducts 
inspections as well, however, they are usually different kinds of inspections.  DMH checks for 
standards of care while the City would be inspecting for plumbing, electric, accessible egress and 
other such issues.   
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It was asked if “fraternity” houses would be subject to licensing and health inspections for life and 
safety issues.  Brookline requires all university housing that is not on campus to be inspected and 
licensed.   
 
There were some questions about 111 Chestnut Street which was being operated as an illegal 
boarding house.  When it was inspected due to a proposed sale, egregious violations were found in 
the construction of the units which included problems with egress and electrical wiring.  This is a 
good example of how annual inspections could prevent these unsafe situations.  This item was 
docketed in order to find a way to legalize existing boarding houses and to provide the opportunity 
to create new boarding houses and make sure they are safe through regulations and licensing. 
 
Ms. Lawlor explained that there was a fire at a house on Cherry Street recently and the fire 
department found it was being operated as an illegal boarding house.  There were no smoke 
detectors or fire alarms, electrical and construction work had been done unpermitted and there 
were numerous locked doors and blocked egress.  Inspectional Services had to shut it down and 
the residents had to move out due to the safety issues.   The owner then put the house on the 
market.   Another boarding house, owned by the same person as the Cherry Street house, also 
sustained a fire and the fire department found four units on the property. Two units were in the 
house which had many locked doors which is illegal and there was a basement unit which did not 
have proper egress and was in deplorable condition.  Another unit was in the old garage and there 
were no proper means of egress.  These are the very reasons why inspections are necessary and 
licensing is needed. 
 
Rachel Blatt explained that the Planning Department has been working with Police, Fire, 
Inspectional Services and the Health Department on trying to identify the issues that need to be 
considered when working on this ordinance.  Councilor Hess‐Mahan asked that Planning keep 
working on the item and come back with some draft language on criteria.  Brookline, Cambridge 
and Boston would be some good models to draw from. 
 
Licensing Docket Item 
Councilor Hess‐Mahan would also like the Committee to docket a parens item which would address 
the licensing part of the regulations.  Maura O’Keefe explained that there is a statutory framework 
for boarding and rooming houses in Chapter 140 and the Board of Licensing Commissioners is the 
licensing authority in Newton.  They have authority to promulgate their own regulations and they 
have done so in the past on other issues.  She felt it would be best to have the ordinance set out 
the criteria by which the City Council would like to see the licenses issued.  Then the Licensing 
Commission, which incorporates the ordinances by reference into its regulations already, would be 
bound by the criteria set and could then promulgate the administrative regulations to enact the 
ordinance.  Licensing Commission already works very closely with Inspectional Services as well as 
the Fire and Police Departments on the issuance of other types of licenses, so this will be an 
extension of that collaboration.    The Committee voted to docket the parens item and the Law 
Department will work with the Clerk on proper language.  
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The Committee voted to hold the item, 5‐0. 
 
Local Historic District Commission Preview 
Katy Hax Holmes, who staffs the Newton Historical Commission, joined the Committee.  She 
explained that Newton Highlands and West Newton Hill are both submitting proposals for Local 
Historic District review.  Ms. Holmes provided a flow chart describing the review and approval 
process, which was attached to the agenda. 
 
The Newton Historical Commission (NHC), the Mass Historical Commission (MHC) and the Planning 
Board are all involved in the early stages.  The Newton Historical Commission is established as the 
Study Committee by the four existing local Historic District Commissions.  The Study Committee 
then guides a grassroots group of volunteers through the Chapter 40C report review process.   
 
The NHC has approved a study report for the Newton Highlands proposal.  The MHC also met and 
gave their stamp of approval; their review is non‐binding, however.  The next step is for the City to 
hold a public hearing; however, it may not do so until at least 60 days have elapsed since the MHC 
first received the report for review.  The Newton Highlands group has asked the City to wait until 
early May for a public hearing in order to coordinate the NHC, Planning Board and Zoning & 
Planning Committee for one joint public hearing.   
 
Chapter 40C also provides suggestions for what should be on the agenda for a public hearing which 
includes a brief history of the proposed district, justification of boundary, integrity of historic 
resources, challenges and other options.  Newton Highlands and West Newton Hill will have 
separate hearings, with dates to be determined.  
 
Answers to the questions asked at the public hearing will be incorporated into the final report 
which will be submitted to the City Council for a vote.  There is no timeframe within which a vote 
must be taken.  
  
The criteria for City Council review include reviewing the final study report for completeness, 
assessing the historical validity of the boundary and assessing property owner support.  
 
Committee Questions/Comments  
A Committee member asked how they can assess the historical validity.  Ms. Holmes said the 
Committee will have access to the various reports and recommendations and be able to assess the 
boundaries.  The inner core of the districts tend to be solidly valid and the edges tend to be where 
there is more debate.  The testimony at the public hearing should be helpful in that criteria as well 
as determining property owner support.  The Newtonville district, for example, asked people to 
specifically indicate on a list whether they were in support or not.  Neither MHC nor Chapter 40C 
requires that sort of “head count”.  Ms. Holmes has not seen the kind of tallying in other districts 
that Newtonville had done.    
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It was asked if the City Council had any control over the boundary of the Historic District and Ms. 
Holmes said it could.  Any data leading up to the decision to make changes must be historically 
significant and justifiable.   
 
A Councilor asked what would happen to a pocket of homes well within a Historic District that is 
not historic.  Ms. Holmes said there is no such thing as a “non‐contributing” home or area within a 
Local Historic District in Newton.  They would still have to go under review for external changes and 
likely have to make those changes appropriate to the era of their particular home.  National 
Register Districts can have a boundary around them and some homes within it can be excluded, but 
not for Newton’s Local Historic Districts.   
 
Those within the proposed LHD should be getting a required leaflet explaining the process and how 
it will affect them.  It is incumbent upon the grassroots groups and the City to make sure residents 
have the information they need before the public hearing.  The City Council will get to see what is 
being sent out.  A Councilor said many residents have misinformation and wanted to be sure as 
many people as possible have the facts.  Ms. Holmes said reports for both proposals are on the 
City’s website and Councilors should feel free to refer residents to her for information as well.  She 
said she will put as much information as possible online.   
 
The Committee thanked Ms. Holmes for the presentation and information. 
 
#80‐13  Updates on the zoning reform project 

THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT requesting update discussions of the zoning reform 
project. [02/25/13 @ 12:31 PM] 

Action:   Zoning & Planning Held 5‐0 
 
Note:  Chris Freda from Sasaki Associates joined the Committee to give an update on the progress 
of the zoning redesign project.  Mr. Freda provided a PowerPoint which is attached to this report.  
Please refer to it for details. 
 
He reminded the Committee that Phase 1 of the project included the reorganization of the zoning 
code which has been completed.  They are now working on Phase 2 which is the compilation of the 
Pattern Book and subsequently a draft ordinance for City Council review.   
 
Mr. Freda said long tours of the City have been taken, focus groups, data review and GIS analysis 
have all been done.  They are now in the production stage and are working on turning all the 
information into a digestible and comprehensible format.  They had a great working session with 
the Planning Department two weeks ago to share the information.  A draft will be forthcoming for 
review by the residents and the City Council.  The Pattern Book will then inform the new zoning 
ordinance and vice versa.  They will progress together in draft form until completion of the process.  
They feel they are about halfway through the project.  
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Committee Questions/Comments 
It was asked how much community engagement they are seeing in the process.  Mr. Freda said 
there have been a number of engagement opportunities including general open houses and focus 
groups for particular expertise, and the CoUrbanize website has been seeing a constant flow of 
ideas from contributors.   The Pattern Book is a retrospective process analyzing what currently 
exists in the City already.  The Ordinance will ultimately take into consideration more of the 
priorities and principles of the people who live here and what they want to see for the future, so 
community engagement will become even more important at that stage. 
 
Some Councilors noted that there are some areas that are in transition and those need to be taken 
into consideration.  Mr. Freas said that is why the analysis is being broken down into smaller areas 
and they are able to capture the data points to describe those areas.   
 
It was asked if Historic Districts will show up in the Pattern Book.  Mr. Freda said they would not 
because the boundary of any particular Historic District is not pertinent, but the characteristics 
within them are certainly being taken into consideration and discussed.   
 
Sasaki is working with CoUrbanize on this project, and they set up a website for input from the 
community.  One part of that online platform was the distribution of signs around the City to 
engage the community by asking questions about the built environment.  The questions are 
strategically located and specific to each area.  Residents can then respond via text to a number 
provided on the sign.  It was asked how someone might respond if they don’t text.  Ms. Reynolds 
said that one could ask a friend to text on your behalf, an email could be sent or a phone call can be 
made directly to the department.  The Councilor did not like the text‐focused method.  Ms. 
Reynolds said it was a good way to let people around the City know what is going on and it provides 
a quick and easy way for people to respond via text.  Mr. Freas said this is just one methodology for 
providing input and is just one prong of the outreach strategy.  People can respond online, via 
phone, mail a letter or come to focus groups.  
 
 Ms. Reynolds reminded the Committee that a Zoning Redesign Update Memo was sent to the City 
Council in February with information about the sign campaign.  The update memos are sent out 
every 2‐3 weeks to the City Council and are also posted on the website.  It was suggested that Scott 
Lennon includes a reminder on his weekly News, Notes and Reminders. It was also suggested that 
Council Members could pass out palm cards with contact information for the project.   
 
It was asked who the focus groups were.  Ms. Reynolds said that they wanted some input from 
groups and commissions who work in the community such as the Conservation Commission, the 
Urban Design Commission, the Commission on Disability, The Mayor’s Office of the Arts and some 
architects who work closely with the zoning ordinance.  A general invitation was made to architects 
to talk about patterns of development in the City.  There is no zoning text being written yet.  The 
Neighborhood Area Councils have also been involved and have been invited to all the open houses 
and meetings.  The Councilor was concerned that the focus groups are skewing towards 
development.  Other Committee members disagreed. 
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The Chair noted that the Lily Reynolds is very open to suggestions and anyone should feel free to 
send any questions or suggestions to her. 
 
Mr. Freda said the draft Pattern Book will be coming to the Committee on April 12th.  The drafting 
of the ordinance should begin within a week or two and come to the Committee in October.  
Councilor Hess‐Mahan said great efforts are being made to make the process extremely 
transparent and provide as many opportunities for outreach and contribution as possible. 
 
It was asked where the standards would be included. Mr. Freas noted that right now they are 
identifying key areas. There will then be a group of staff that will provide some policy direction for 
those areas which will then inform the development on an initial draft ordinance.  They will start 
looking for input on things like storm water, retaining walls, etc. 
 
The Committee thanked Mr. Freda and voted to hold the item. 
 

Referred to Finance and Appropriate Committees 
#257‐12  Review of fees in Chapter 17 and Chapter 20 

RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil Fines/Non‐
Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND PERMITS GENERALLY 
and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON‐CRIMINAL DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they 
are in accordance with what is being charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. 
c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 2001, which allows certain municipal boards and 
officers to fix reasonable fees for the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or 
certificates.   
Finance voted NAN 
Programs & Services voted NAN 

Action:   Zoning & Planning voted No Action Necessary 5‐0 
 
Note:  No progress has been made on this item since 2012.  Recodification is being undertaken again 
this year so this item should be voted No Action Necessary as other Committees have done.  The 
Committee voted in favor of No Action Necessary 5‐0 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,     
 
Ted Hess‐Mahan, Chair 
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Outline 
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• What is a boarding house? 

• How does it compare to a group of roommates? 

• What is Newton’s definition of a boarding house? 

• How does it differ from the definition in state law and from Brookline’s? 

• How does Newton currently regulate a boarding house? 

• How do the case study communities regulate boarding houses? 

• Why might Newton consider regulating boarding houses?  
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What is a boarding house? 
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Boarding/Lodging/Rooming House  
• 4+ individuals living in a quasi-group setting 

• Leasing a room rather than sharing in an apartment lease 

• Access to but not legal responsibility for shared kitchen and bath facilities  
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What is a boarding house? 
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Renter #1 
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How does this compare to a group of roommates? 
8 

Group of Roommates 
Roommate #1 
(UNIT OWNER) 
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How does this compare to a group of roommates? 
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What is Newton’s definition of a boarding house? 
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Lodging House Defined.  
 
Any dwelling designed, occupied or intended for occupancy by 4 or 
more lodgers (defined as a person who occupies space for living and 
sleeping purposes without separate cooking facilities, paying rent, 
which may include an allowance for meals; and who is not a member 
of the housekeeping unit). Includes rooming house, lodging house. 
 
Newton Zoning Ordinance §6.2.7 
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How does it differ from the definition in state law and from 
Brookline’s? 

14 

Massachusetts state laws include the following definitions:  
 

“Lodging House” means…“a house where lodgings are let to four or more persons not within second 
degree of kindred to the person conducting it, and shall include fraternity houses and dormitories of 
educational institutions, but shall not include dormitories of charitable or philanthropic institutions or 
convalescent or nursing homes licensed under [other sections of the code]”. 
MGL, c. 140, s.22 – Massachusetts General Laws 
  
 
“Rooming House” means…“every dwelling or part thereof which contains one or more rooming units in 
which space is let or sublet for compensation by the owner or operator to four or more persons not 
within the second degree of kindred to the person compensated.  Boarding houses, hotels, inns, 
lodging houses, dormitories and other similar dwelling places are included, except to the extent that they 
are governed by stricter standards elsewhere created; [not including hospitals, nursing homes, and other 
such facilities licensed by the Dept. of Public Health]  
  
[and]… 
  
“Rooming Unit” means… “the room or group of rooms let to an individual or household for use as living 
and sleeping quarters but not for cooking, whether or not common facilities for cooking are made 
available.” 
105 CMR 410.020 – State Sanitary Code 
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How does it differ from the definition in state law and from 
Brookline’s? 
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Brookline uses the following definitions: 
 

Lodging House: Every dwelling or part thereof which contains one or more 
rooming units in which space is let or sublet for compensation by the licensee, 
owner or operator to four or more persons not within the second degree of 
kindred to the person compensated. The term Lodging House shall include: 
boarding houses, rooming houses, inns, bed and breakfast establishments, 
dormitories, fraternity houses and other similar dwelling places. 
  
Rooming Unit: The room or group of rooms let to an individual or household for 
use as living and sleeping quarters. 
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How does Newton currently regulate a boarding house? 
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Zoning  

• Defines a boarding house 
• Establishes where boarding houses can be located and by what process 

those locations are approved 
• Use is allowed by Special Permit in the MR-1, MR-2, MR-3, and MR-4 districts 

(3.4.1) 

• Sets parking standards 
• 1 parking stall per sleeping room plus 1 per 3 employees (5.1.4) 

 License Fees 

• $50/year Lodging House License (§17.3) 

• $50/quarter On-site Inspection Fee (§17-10) 

• NO REGULATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE FEES 

Newton, MA 
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How do the case study communities regulate boarding houses? 
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Brookline, MA 

Zoning  
• Sets where boarding houses are allowed and by what process 

• All require a Special Permit 
• Allowed in Three Family (Res-F), Apartment House (Res-M), Local 

Business (Bus-L), and General Business (Bus-G) zoning districts  

• Sets parking requirements 
• 0.2 parking spaces per bedroom  
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How do the case study communities regulate boarding houses? 
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Brookline, MA 

License 
• Granted to an operator  

• Outlines operator responsibilities 
• Responsibilities regarding managing lodgers 

• Maintaining a log of lodgers and their contact/emergency info 
• Setting house rules re: noise, waste, cleanliness, disorderly behavior 
• Providing for housekeeping: furniture, clean bedding, clean kitchens and bathrooms, 

pest control   

• Responsibilities regarding property management 
• Meeting all fire and sanitary code requirements 
• Prohibiting use of candles, space heaters, and cooking in private bedrooms (except 

microwaves) 
• Maintaining the structure and grounds including snow/ice removal 

• Requires operator education 
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How do the case study communities regulate boarding houses? 
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Brookline, MA 

License – enhanced single room occupancy option 
• An option for operators to allow limited cooking facilities in private rooms 

• All ‘rooming units’ must meet… 
• affordability criteria 
• higher safety standards (two means of egress, fire extinguishers, etc) 

 
 

#140-14



How do the case study communities regulate boarding houses? 
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Louisville, KY 

Zoning 
• Defines boarding houses – min. of 4 lodgers, max. of 8 lodgers 

• Sets where boarding houses are allowed and by what process 
• By-right in Office/Residential Districts (OR-1, OR-2, OR-3, OTF); Commercial 

 Zones (C-1, C-2,C-3, CM); Industrial zones (EZ-1, PRO) 

• Limited in Transit District Transition – meaning Planning Commission approval 
 of the site plan 

• Conditional Use Permit in all single-family residence zones, except U-N; some 
 multi-family districts (R-6, R-7, R-8A) 

• Sets parking requirements 

• Minimum: 0.75 spaces for each bedroom 

• Maximum: 1.5 spaces for each bedroom 
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How do the case study communities regulate boarding houses? 

21 

Louisville, KY 

License 
• Granted to an operator 
• Outlines operator responsibilities 

• Responsibilities regarding managing lodgers 
• Set rules of conduct and business management plan 
• Specify if support services will be provided 
• Propose maximum stay for residents 

• Responsibilities regarding property management  
• Code compliance 
• Annual health department inspections 

• Crossovers to zoning topics 
• Prohibits signs identifying a boarding house as such 
• Encourages boarding houses to be located near transit and have sufficient parking  
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Why might Newton consider regulating boarding houses?  
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• Life Safety Concerns of existing boarding houses 

• Licensing is a more effective vehicle for dealing with problem 
operators/problematic situations 

• Uniformity of standards for all existing and future boarding houses 

• Transparency – clear information for operators and neighbors 
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Initial Questions for discussion 
23 

1. Should Newton issue licenses for 
boarding houses? 

2. Should Newton adjust the zoning 
requirements for boarding houses? 

3. Should Newton require annual 
inspections?  

4. Should Newton include training in 
the requirements? 

 

 

5. Should Newton allow for some units 
with independent cooking facilities 
as Brookline has?  

6. Should Newton include bed and 
breakfasts in these regulations as 
Brookline has?  

7. Should Newton establish a pathway 
to bringing existing boarding houses 
up to license standards? Should this 
apply to only legal pre-existing 
boarding houses or also illegal 
ones?  
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Developing a context-
based zoning code for 
an evolving city.  
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PHASE 1: 
ZONING REFORM 

PHASE 2: 
ZONING REDESIGN 

PHASE 3: 
ONE-YEAR REVIEW 

PHASE 5: 
PATTERN BOOK 

Newton’s Overall Zoning Reform Process 

Zoning Redesign Process 

RESEARCH & ANALYSIS: 
OUTREACH, COMMUNITY TOURS, RESEARCH, 
GIS ANALYSIS, FOCUS GROUPS 

PATTERN BOOK PRODUCTION 
TEST METHODOLOGIES, REVIEW WITH CITY STAFF, FINALIZE 
DRAFT, PRESENT TO CITY COUNCIL, PRESENT TO PUBLIC 

TRANSITION TO ORDINANCE 
EVOLVE PATTERN BOOK, USE 
PATTERN BOOK IN CRAFTING CODE 

Pattern Book Development 

PHASE 6: DRAFT ZONING ORDINANCE 

PHASE 7: FINAL DRAFT ORDINANCE 

PHASES 1-4: 
GOAL SETTING, MANAGEMENT, DATA ANALYSIS, 
IMMEDIATE ISSUES 
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Draft Pattern 
Book Materials 



Table of Contents: 
1. Introduction to the 

Pattern Book 

2. The Development of 
Newton 

3. Newton’s Patterns 

4. The Pattern Book 
Process 

5. Glossary of Terms 



1. Introduction to the Pattern Book 

• Purpose of the Pattern 
Book 

• The Pattern Book & The 
New Zoning Ordinance 

• The Pattern Book 
Methodology 

• Using the Pattern Book to 
Inform Development/ 
Redevelopment in Newton 



2. The Development of Newton 

• Newton’s Development 
(1630 - 2017) 

• Newton Today 

• The Evolution of the City 

• Zoning History 

• Recent Planning 
Initiatives 



3. Newton’s Patterns 

• Pattern Book 
Organization 

• Citywide Analysis 

• Development Types 

• Pattern Subsets 

• Village-based Areas 

• Building Inventory 



4. The Pattern Book Process 

• Research/Analysis 

• GIS Operations 

• Public Engagement 

• Revising the Pattern 
Book 



Chapter 3:  
Newton’s Patterns Deep Dive 





1. Citywide Analysis 



2. Development Types & Pattern Subsets 



3. Village-based Areas 



1. Citywide Analysis 

Citywide Systems 
• Circulation: Walkability 
• Circulation: Transit Access 
• Circulation: Automobile Access 
• Circulation: Parking 
• Open Space 
• Physical Barriers 
• Watersheds 

Development Forms 
• Land Use 
• Business Centers 
• Lot Sizes 
• Gross Square Feet (development) 
• Development Height in Stories 
• Streetwall 
• Accessory Structures 
• Mean Tax Revenue/Acre 
• Nonconforming Parcels (existing 

zoning) 
• Changes in Density Over Time 
• Permeable & Impermeable Surfaces 



1. Citywide Analysis 



2. Development Types 

Neighborhood 
Village Center 
Regional Center 
Campus 
Recreation/Public Use 
Conservation 



2. Development Types 



2. Pattern Subsets 

Neighborhood 
• Traditional - Small 
• Traditional – Medium 
• Traditional – Large Compact 
• Traditional – Large 
• Manor 
• Planned 
• Planned Unit Development 
• Multifamily – Medium 
• Multifamily - Large 

Village Center 
• Convenience Center 
• Neighborhood Center 
• Urban Center 
• Gateway Center 

Regional Center 
• Employment Center 
• Retail Center 
• Legacy Industrial Center 

Campus 
• Civic 
• Corporate Park 
• Institutional 

Recreation/Public Use 
• Regional/Neighborhood Park 
• Golf Course 
• Utility 
• Cemetery/Burial Ground 

 

Conservation 
• Easement 
• Natural Landscape/ 

Formation 
• Wetland/Ecological 

Resource 
• Water Body 
• Forest 

 



2. Pattern Subsets 



3. Village-based Areas 



3. Village-based Areas 



3. Village-based Areas 



3. Village-based Areas 



3. Village-based Areas + Development Types & Pattern Subsets 



Next Steps 



Newton Zoning Reform 
Next Steps in Public Engagement 

• Ongoing Online Engagement — coUrbanize + Sign Campaign 
• Draft Pattern Book Review with ZAP (April) 
• 2nd Pattern Book Open House (late April/early May) 
• Revisit Focus Groups (May-June) 
• Draft Pattern Book Review with City Council (May) 

 
• Public Presentation (June) 
• Draft Ordinance Focus Groups (June-July) 
• Draft Ordinance Review with ZAP & P&D (August/September) 
• Ward Meetings & Subject Specific Meetings (early September) 
• Draft Ordinance Presentation to City Council (early September) 
• Public Presentation (October) 

PHASE 5: 
Pattern Book 

PHASES 6 & 7: 
Draft Zoning 

Ordinance 
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