
 

Real Property Reuse Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

 
Present:  Councilors Danberg (Chair), Greenberg, Albright, Cote, Gentile, and Downs 
Absent:  Councilors Grossman and Kalis 
Also present:  Councilors Krintzman and Markiewicz 
City staff present:  Barney Heath (Director of Planning & Development), Ouida Young (Acting City 
Solicitor), and James McGonagle (Commissioner of Public Works) 
 
#208-18 Discussion regarding non-compliance with Stanton Ave Council Order 
 COUNCILOR GENTILE requesting a discussion regarding non-compliance with Council 

Order #360-16, the Stanton Avenue water tower site, including rescinding the 
Council Order and reopening the reuse process to all interested parties.   

Action: Real Property Reuse Held 6-0 
 
Note:  Councilor Gentile explained that he docketed the item in order to have a discussion 
regarding the Stanton Avenue water tower site and the City’s agreement with Jewish Community 
Housing for the Elderly III (JCHE), the anticipated purchaser of the property, to remove the water 
tank.  The Council voted in April 2017 to authorize the Mayor to sell the Stanton Avenue Water 
Tower Site on Stanton Avenue.  The Real Property Committee worked to draft an order recognizing 
that the property should be sold to an entity that would use it to create additional affordable 
senior housing to address the growing senior population.  The price for the property was set at 
$500,000 less the cost of demolishing the existing water tower.  The order also included language 
stating that within six month of the closing, the tower would be demolished.  In addition, the 
purchaser would also provide a temporary and permanent place for the City’s utility monitoring 
antennas that are currently located on the water tower.   
 

Councilor Gentile is not interested in rescinding the Council Order but is interested in 
hearing that the removal of the water tank is moving forward and that the City and JCHE concur 
regarding the timeline for removal.   

 
There has been progress with the removal of the Stanton Avenue Water Tower and the sale 

of the property.  Director of Planning & Development Barney Heath summarized the attached 
memo.  The City and the JCHE have entered into a Memorandum of Intent (attached) that outlines 
all the terms including removal of the tower and sets an option to purchase date.  The City and 
JCHE are working together to coordinate the removal of the water tower.  The demolition of the 
tower is scheduled for the end of October and the antenna relocation will take place prior to that 
date.   
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Acting City Solicitor Ouida Young explained that the issue of taking down the 
decommissioned water tower is more complicated that she realized in terms of the timeline and 
financing for the proposed housing project.  The City and JCHE’s timeline for the closing is different.  
In order for JCHE to quality for state and federal funding JCHE must meet their requirements, which 
include specific phasing of the project.  In addition, the JCHE cannot make any capital 
improvements on their property before getting federal funding.  It is critical that JCHE qualify for 
the funding to move the housing project forward.  The JCHE has worked with the City to figure out 
how to get the water tower down and not jeopardize the funding for the housing project.  Ms. 
Young feels that the Memorandum of Intent accomplishes the goal of a fall demolition.   

 
Commissioner of Public Works Jim McGonagle has met with JCHE and their contractor on 

the demolition of the tower.  Commissioner McGonagle is concerned with the structure stability of 
the tower.  While it is highly unlikely, there is a chance that if there was severe storm, the tower 
could come down.  It is in the City’s best interest to get the tower down as quickly as possible, as it 
would be liable for any damage.   

 
JCHE Chief of Real Estate and Innovation Lisbeth Heyer stated that the original intent of the 

JCHE was to take the tower down when it received title for the property but that is two or three 
years down the road.  The JCHE will borrow money from a lender to take the tower down before 
applying for any federal funding.  JCHE will also be asking for approximately $3 million in CPA 
funding for the project.   

 
The project includes additional 60-80 units of housing at the Golda Meir House including 9-

12 units for individuals that are chronically homeless.  The project will need a 40B Comprehensive 
Permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals before it receives the housing project is moving forward 
and that there have been two neighborhood meetings to get neighbor input and concerns.  The 
general contractor is working to try to be respectful of the neighbors during the entire project.   

 
 There was a request that the Administration update the Committee on the tower takedown 
and relocation of the antenna as work progresses.  Councilor Albright moved hold, which carried by 
a vote of six in favor and none opposed.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Victoria Danberg, Chair 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:   Victoria Danberg, Chair, Real Property Reuse 

FROM:   Barney Heath, Director of Planning & Development 

DATE:   May 18, 2018 

SUBJECT:  Stanton Avenue Water Tower Site 

 
Cc: Jonathan Yeo, James McGonagle, Ouida Young 
 
I am providing the following update in response to your discussion item regarding the Stanton 
Avenue Water Tower Site. 
 

1. Status of Agreement to Sell the Property to Jewish Community Housing for the Elderly III 
(JCHE) -   Please find enclosed a signed Memorandum of Intent (MOI) between the City of 
Newton and JCHE, which outlines terms and sets the Option to Purchase date no later than 
May 31st. 
 

2. Status of Water Tower Demolition - JCHE and the City have been working closely to 
coordinate around the demolition of the existing water tower.  The City just this past week 
provided JCHE with their complete demolition specifications.  JCHE is working with their 
contractor, Colantonio, to set the schedule for the demolition of the water tower and 
relocation of the City’s communication antenna to their roof on the existing Golda Meir.  
Upon request of the Braeburn Golf Course, they have scheduled the actual demolition of the 
tower at the end of October following the close of the golf season.  The antenna relocation 
will take place prior to that date. 
 
 

3. Status of Housing Development - JCHE has advanced has advanced in their plans for a 
housing addition of 60-80 units to their existing building.  Their schedule includes filing for a 
Comprehensive Permit for the project in September. The project will include 9-12 units of 
housing for individuals who are defined as “chronically homeless”, which will meet the City’s 
Conciliation Agreement with the Supporters of Engine 6. 

 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 
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Barney S. Heath 
Director 
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