
CITY OF NEWTON 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

POST AUDIT & OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORT 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2011

Present: Ald. Swiston (Chair), Johnson, Sangiolo and Rice 
Absent: Ald. Lennon, Shapiro, Schnipper and Freedman 
Also Present: Ald. Fuller and Baker 
City Staff:  Ouida Young, Associate City Solicitor 

#294-11 ALD. SANGIOLO, requesting discussion with the Law Department and Elections 
Commission regarding City Charter language relative to eligibility/residency
requirements for candidates for both School Committee and the Board of Aldermen as 
amended by Docket Item #9-02, which resulted in a home rule petition which was 
approved by the Massachusetts General Court in its Acts and Resolves of 2002, 
Chapter 368.  [10/11/11 @ 4:49 PM]  

ACTION: HELD 4-0 

NOTE: Ald. Sangiolo provided backup material pertinent to this item, attached to this report.
She said that she was a member of the Board in 2002 when the City language was amended.  She 
docketed this item because what has transpired with the recent School Committee election regarding 
residency requirements for both Board of Aldermen and School Committee candidates.  She is 
concerned that the court or Elections Commission determines residents’ requirements.   

Ald. Sangiolo stated issues arose for Mr. George Foord in 2002, when he announced candidacy for 
Ward 8 Alderman while residing in Ward 5.  It appears issues also arose during the Ms. Kellogg and 
an Alderman campaign while the City was re-precincting.  George Foord, 130 Winslow Road, said that 
he ran in the 2002 special election for Ward 8 Alderman.  At that time the City’s Charter language 
required residency in the ward on which you filed nomination papers.  Due to an Alderman who owned 
a home in Ward 5 and represented Ward 6, re-precincting was effective in 2001 allowing him to 
campaign in Ward 6.  Ms. Kellogg, who was campaigning for School Committee, lived in Ward 5 but 
succeeded in Ward 6.  Ald. Sangiolo stated it is concerning on the importance of determining a 
representative of a ward.  Mr. Foord said the Department of Revenue (DOR) uses a checklist with 
approximately twenty items establishing domicile purposes to support its decision regarding taxes.

Ms. Young stated today (November 1, 2011), the Appeals Court panel has affirmed the decision made 
by the Election Commission allowing the School Committee candidate to be on the ballet.  Ald. 
Sangiolo said the dates of interpretation have become known and asked who is responsible for setting 
deadline dates.  Ald. Fuller suggested amending the language in the City Charter Sec. 201; regarding 
residency requirements and clarity on the definition of a resident.  Chairman Swiston stated people 
interpret the definition many different ways.  Ald. Baker and Sangiolo agreed the City Charter should 
be clarified regarding residency.

Ms. Young stated the real issue is what constitutes domicile for purposes of running for office.  The 
definition of domicile is a fact driven determination having no fact “litmus test”.  She said legally, the 
Committee would not be able to bring clarity due to the number of factors used to determine domicile 
for purposes of election law.  She then said the State statute has nothing to confirm to set a date certain.  
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In Boston, it is specified.  She suggested that perhaps the City could follow Boston’s lead.  It is a 
statute right for any individual to file an objection on nomination papers.  

Ald. Johnson asked what information is required in surrounding communities to determine residency.  
She then asked what the process is and what the burden of proof is.  Ms. Young said the Election 
Department process would complete to review procedures within the department.  The burden of proof 
is on the person objecting to the election, not the candidate.

Ald. Sangiolo asked does the Board of Aldermen still desire a residency requirement.  If not it would 
be necessary to amend the City Charter.  Ms. Young stated if the Board desires to change the Charter, 
it would have to be completed through a Home Rule Amendment.     

Jim Bueche, 235 Islington Road, said that while he was running for Ward Alderman he thought the 
requirements were clear.  At the time, it was required that he attest what Ward he was running in.  He 
requests keeping the dates consistent.

Chairman Swiston suggested holding this item pending the following information:  
� How do surrounding communities determine residency, what words are used in their Charter 

and their experience 
� Challenges if any, on residency versus domicile 
� Who decides the date certain

Ald. Rice made the motion to hold this item until December pending the requested information.  
Committee members agreed 4-0.  

#323-10 ALD. YATES requesting a report from the Newton Housing Authority (NHA) on
  the posting of names and contact information of members of the Board of the
  NHA on bulletin boards in the community centers of NHA developments and on  
  the website of the NHA.  [11/01/10 @ 9:44 PM]  

HELD 4-0 on 01/25/11 
ACTION:       NO ACTION NECESSARY 4-0

NOTE: Chairman Swiston said the requested NHA Board of Commissioners contact  
information has been posted at the NHA residence.  Therefore, without discussion, Ald. Sangiolo made  
the motion for no action necessary.  Committee members agreed 4-0.  

At approximately 9:05 pm, Chairman Swiston moved to adjourn. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

   Greer Tan Swiston, Chairman 



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



Programs & Services 
January 9, 2002

#294-11



Programs & Services 
January 9, 2002

#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



#294-11



MEMO 
 
Harvey Epstein, Executive Director 
Newton Housing Authority 
82 Lincoln Street 
Newton Highlands, MA 02461 
 
To:  All Residents of the Newton Housing Authority 
Subject: NHA Board of Commissioners 
 
 
October 18, 2011 
 
 
 
The following is a list of the current Board of Commissioners of the Newton Housing 
Authority and their contact information. 
 
Thomas Turner- Chairman 
tturner@newtonhousing.org 
 
Howard Haywood- Vice-Chairman 
hhaywood@newtonhousing.org 
 
Mary Panaggio- Treasurer 
 
Jeffrey Sacks- Commissioner 
jsacks@newtonhousing.org 
 
Rick Kronish- Commissioner 
rkronish@newtonhousing.org 
 
 
 
 
 
All commissioners can be contacted through the Newton Housing Authority main office: 
 
82 Lincoln Street 
Newton Highlands, MA 02461 
Telephone: 617-552-5501 
Fax: 617-964-8387 
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